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President of Kazakhstan nursultan nazarbayev (C) with the presidents of the member and observer states of the shanghai Cooperation Organisation in Ufa, Russia.
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Indian PM Visits 
Kazakhstan, Meets 

President Nazarbayev, 
Addresses NU Graduates

By Malika Rustem

asTana – On july 7-8, Prime 
Minister of India narendra Modi 
visited Kazakhstan, meeting the 
leadership of the country, deliver-
ing an address at nazarbayev uni-
versity, attending a business forum 
with leading CeOs from both sides 
and inaugurating the India-Ka-
zakhstan Centre of excellence in 
Information and Communication 
Technology at the eurasian na-
tional university in astana over 
his working visit. 

On the first day of the visit, a 
number of bilateral agreements in 
energy and defence were signed 
between the two nations. accord-
ing to Kazakhstan’s Ministry of 
Foreign affairs, the signing of 
those agreements was discussed 

earlier in delhi at the 12th session 
of the Kazakh-Indian Commission 
on Trade, Economic, Scientific, 
Technical, Industrial and Cultural 
Cooperation on june 16-17. The 
commission also reviewed co-
operation in energy, the peaceful 
use of nuclear energy, trade, in-
vestment, industrial development, 
transportation, civil aviation, cul-
ture, sports, tourism, health care, 
pharmaceuticals, agriculture, edu-
cation, science, mining, textile 
production and trade, banking and 
the military and technical spheres. 

In his speech at nazarbayev 
university, Modi congratulated 
the first graduates of the university 
and emphasised the importance of 
education in the nation’s progress 
and leadership in many spheres. 

Continued on Page A3

Bolashak’s Next 
Five-Year Mission 
Supports Domestic 
Development Plans

By Michelle witte

asTana – The end of the Bo-
lashak Presidential scholarship’s 
five-year plan has coincided with 
Kazakh President nursultan naz-
arbayev’s election campaign call 
for a development push based on 
his proposed five institutional re-
forms, giving the scholarship pro-
gramme the chance to create a plan 
based on the new needs of the de-
veloping nation. 

“What is good about this pro-
gramme is that it is not static,” said 
President of the Bolashak Cen-
tre for International Programmes 
Gani nygymetov in an interview 
with this newspaper on july 3. “It 
evolves, it changes, taking into ac-
count the reality, the needs of the 
country. now, we are on the thresh-
old of a new five-year plan and 
our idea is to help our President 
implement these reforms through 
the people we train – through the 

civil servants we train, through the 
doctors we train, through the engi-
neers we train, through the manag-
ers we train.”

The programme’s next five-
year mission is to train profes-
sionals to help implement the 
Plan of the nation, the 100 con-
crete steps designed to help Ka-
zakhstan implement the Presi-
dent’s five reforms, many of 
which relate to creating a better, 
more modern state apparatus and 
a diversified economy.

Many of the 100 steps require 
special skills, nygymetov said. 
For example, a proposed interna-
tional financial centre in Astana 
will need lawyers trained in eng-
lish law. Civil servants, account-
ants, judges, teachers and teacher-
trainers also need to be trained to 
implement language learning, au-
diting, judicial system and other 
reforms, nygymetov said. 

Continued on Page A2

nazarbayev Attends sCO, 
BRICs summits in Ufa, Russia

By Malika Orazgaliyeva

Kazakh President nursultan naz-
arbayev travelled to ufa, Russia on 
July 9-10 to take part in the fifteenth 
summit of the shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation and the seventh summit 
of BRICs, which groups Brazil, Rus-
sia, India, China and south africa.

The gathering was attended by the 
leaders of the sCO member states 
(China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Russia, Tajikistan and uzbekistan), 
observer states (Mongolia, India, 
Iran, Pakistan and afghanistan) as 
well as Belarus as a partner for dia-
logue and Turkmenistan as a guest 
state. Representatives of the united 
nations, the Commonwealth of In-
dependent states (CIs), the Confer-
ence on Interaction and Confidence-
Building Measures in asia (CICa), 
the Collective security Treaty Or-
ganisation (CsTO) and the asso-
ciation of southeast asian nations 
(asean) also took part.  

during the summit, participants 
exchanged views on topical issues 
of international and regional se-
curity and reviewed priorities and 
ways to expand sCO activities in 
the political and economic fields, 
in addition to issues connected with 
expanding cooperation with observ-
ers and dialogue partners. 

Kazakhstan supports India’s and 
Pakistan’s accession to the sCO, 
nazarbayev said at the sCO en-
larged meeting.

“Since the first days of its opera-
tion, the sCO has positioned itself 

as a balanced and multilateral struc-
ture. In this regard, we support the 
intention of India and Pakistan to 
join the organisation. This will be 
very beneficial for the organisa-
tion,” he added.

nazarbayev stressed that the sign-
ing of the sCO strategy to 2025 is a 
clear indication of the organisation’s 
progress.  

“The document is intended to be-
come the foundation of the shang-
hai process in the next 10 years. In 
light of the latest world events and 
processes, the sCO must remain the 
guarantor of stability, security and 
prosperity in the region,” he said. 

nazarbayev also noted that the 
growing number of victims of ter-
rorism demonstrates a real threat to 
prosperity, regional peace and secu-
rity.

“The sCO must contribute to the 
dialogue between the international 
community members who are ready 
to fight against violent extremism. 
It would be correct to put this is-
sue on the agenda of the un as-
sembly in order to create a unified 
global network to combat terrorism. 
I hope that the adoption of the sCO 
programme on combating terror-
ism, extremism and separatism, as 
well as the convention on the fight 
against terrorism, will become a 
starting point of our common mat-
ter,” said the Kazakh President.

nazarbayev suggested boosting 
the process of integration of the 
sCO space into the international 
transport and logistics system in 

order to discover the economic po-
tential of the organisation’s member 
states. 

In his words, the implementation 
of nurly Zhol, the new Kazakh eco-
nomic programme, and the Chinese 
silk Road economic Belt initiative, 
as well as favourable conditions 
created in the framework of the 
eurasian economic union (eaeu), 
fully coincide with the goals of the 
sCO. 

The ufa sCO declaration, in addi-
tion to a number of other documents 
aimed at strengthening international 
cooperation in various fields, was 
signed following the meeting. 

The day before the session, naz-
arbayev participated as a guest at 
the BRICs summit. He stressed 
that the impact of the global crisis 
and ongoing issues threatening eco-
nomic development make interstate 
dialogue particularly important.

“The unique formula of the eura-
sian economic union, the sCO and 
BRICs serves as a symbol of the 
unity and solidarity of the largest 
part of the world population in the 
way of cooperation for the sake of 
security and prosperity. I am con-
fident that the complementary po-
tential and capabilities of the three 
international platforms can play a 
positive role in resolving global is-
sues,” he said.  

The close dialogue between the 
eaeu and sCO creates favourable 
conditions for the beginning of wide 
transcontinental cooperation. The con-
nection of the eaeu-sCO horizontal 

transport artery and BRICs vertical 
transport artery can provide explosive 
trade growth, nazarbayev added. 

during the visit to ufa, the Ka-
zakh President was awarded by 
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin 
the Order of alexander nevsky 
for his contribution to the devel-
opment of multifaceted Kazakh-
Russian cooperation, as well as his 
active contribution to the promo-
tion of bilateral collaboration in 
integration processes.

nazarbayev also held a number 
of bilateral meetings with the presi-
dents of afghanistan ashraf Ghani, 
China – Xi jinping, uzbekistan 
– Islam Karimov, the Republic of 
south africa – jacob Zuma, Brazil 
– dilma Rousseff and Mongolia – 
Tsakhiagiin elbegdorj. 

According to its official web site, 
the sCO was founded in shanghai 
on june 15, 2001, by six countries 
– China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Tajikistan and uzbeki-
stan. Belarus, Turkey and sri Lanka 
have the status of partners in dia-
logue. The sCO member states cov-
er an area of more than 30 million 
square kilometres, or about three 
fifths of Eurasia, with a population 
of 1.45 billion, about a quarter of the 
world’s total. Its working languages 
are Chinese and Russian.

The sCO summit is the highest 
decision-making body of the or-
ganisation. It meets once a year to 
make determinations and give in-
structions on all important issues of 
sCO activity.

Book Chronicling Kazakh President’s efforts 
to Help Bring Peace in Ukraine Released

By Malika Orazgaliyeva

asTana – “The Peacemaker,” 
a new book dedicated to the activi-
ties of Kazakh President nursultan 
nazarbayev to help advance the 
peaceful settlement of the ukrain-
ian crisis, was presented july 2 at 
the Ministry of Foreign affairs. The 
book covers the events from Maid-
an to the Feb. 11 meeting in Minsk 
of the leaders of norman Four that 
resulted in the so-called Minsk-2 
agreements that put a tentative end 
to major hostilities in the south-
eastern part of ukraine.

The work was written by nurlan 
Onzhanov, a prominent Kazakh 
diplomat  who now serves as assis-
tant to the President. He accompa-
nied nazarbayev in numerous ne-
gotiations with foreign colleagues 
on complex issues such as the con-
flict in southeast Ukraine. It con-
tains facts, materials and excerpts 
of dialogue between the Kazakh 
President and the leaders of France, 
Germany, Russia, the u.s., Italy, 
switzerland, Belarus and ukraine.

“‘The Peacemaker’ is a book 
that tells about the recent events. 
Of course, everyone is concerned 
about the situation in ukraine. 
everyone is concerned about the 

prospects of this crisis [worsen-
ing] and recognises that this is not a 
matter of just an internal situation; 
this crisis has a regional and global 
scale. It affected international law 
and relations between many coun-
tries. For that matter, the fresh look 
by the person who was witnessing 
very intensive efforts of the Presi-
dent to bring peace and stability is 
very valuable,” said Foreign Min-
ister erlan Idrissov in his opening 
remarks. 

He added that from the beginning 
of the crisis, nazarbayev noted that 
it was observed in Kazakhstan with 
great pain, because the nation has a 
long-standing history and tradition 
of living in peace with its brotherly 
nations, Russia and ukraine. 

“We know that the situation is 
very complex, but our President’s 
efforts always were guided by a 
long-term desire to ensure peace 
and prosperity for ukraine and oth-
er countries,” said Idrissov.

In his own remarks, Onzhanov 
indicated his writing could offer in-
sight into the situation. 

“I sincerely hope that the facts 
and details listed in the book will 
contribute to a rethinking of what 
happened. It is necessary to finally 
stop the bloodshed and begin re-

building the ukrainian regions,” he 
said.

The book received positive re-
views from Maulen ashimbayev, 
chairman of the Kazakh Parlia-
ment’s Mazhilis Committee on For-
eign affairs, defence and security.

“I enjoyed reading this book; 
in my view, it is very interesting 
work,” he said.

ashimbayev added the book pro-
vides facts not previously reflected in 
the media. He indicated that the cur-
rent need to restart relations between 
the West and Russia is obvious. naz-
arbayev’s efforts made a great contri-
bution to the decisions of the parties’ 
positions at the beginning of the ne-
gotiation process, he said.

“The first thing I noticed is that 
the book gives a detailed analysis 
of the ukrainian crisis. The author 
literally reproduces the dramatic 
chain of events and describes the 
atmosphere behind the scenes,” er-
lan Karin, director of the Kazakh-
stan Institute of strategic studies 
under the President, said in his own 
remarks at the event.

In his view, it was an excel-
lent idea to write a book about the 
ukrainian crisis despite the dif-
ficulty, as the situation has not yet 
been settled.  

“Peacemaking for our President is 
the core of his approach, the founda-
tion of the entire diplomacy, as well 
as the entire domestic and foreign 
policy. during the past 20 years, he 
has firmly and consistently pursued 
a policy of peace and stability in the 
country,” Karin stressed.  

“The author depicts the most im-
portant pages of [recent] history. 
There is no doubt that the author of 
this book is close to the President of 
Kazakhstan, which is very impor-
tant. The position of President naz-
arbayev is clear and transparent. 
Belarus will continue all possible 
efforts to restore the situation [in 
ukraine] at all levels,” ambassador 
extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of Belarus to Kazakhstan anatoly 
nichkasov said in his remarks at 
the event.

 He expressed his respect for the 
Kazakh President for the peace-
making processes and announced 
that by the decree of Belarusian 
President alexander Lukashenko, 
nazarbayev was awarded the Order 
of Friendship of Belarus.   

The event was attended by Ka-
zakh government officials, diplo-
matic corps accredited in the coun-
try and media representatives. 

Astana day Marked with 
Fireworks, Performances
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news In BRIeFAlmaty listed among world’s Top 350 Cities 
for Purchasing Power 

By Michelle witte

asTana – almaty has entered 
the top 350 cities in the world in 
terms of purchasing power and is 
first among large cities in the Com-
monwealth of Independent states 
(CIs), according to the economist 
Intelligence unit, which publish-
es annual rankings. The Central 
Communications service (CCs) 
announced the results on june 21. 

With 79.31 points, the former cap-
ital of Kazakhstan and the country’s 
largest city is ahead of Moscow, st. 
Petersburg, Kiev and Minsk in the 
CIs, and ahead of Istanbul, Bang-
kok, athens, naples and Rio de ja-
neiro, the CCs reports. 

Purchasing power is described 

as the financial ability to buy goods 
and services, and the value of a 
currency expressed in the amount 
of goods or services it can pay for.

The economist Intelligence unit 
(eIu) is the research and analysis 
organisation of The economist 
Group, the sister company of The 
economist Magazine. The eIu 
publishes a variety of global eco-
nomic, political and social rank-
ings each year, including the pur-
chasing power index.

Other 2015 rankings have also 
been published recently. The num-
beo website has issued purchasing 
power rankings that also place 
almaty ahead of Bangkok, st. Pe-
tersburg, Riga, Rio de janeiro and 
other cities in terms of purchasing 
power, and ahead of global desti-

nations Bangkok, st. Petersburg, 
Moscow, shanghai, Beijing and 
Rome, among others, in terms 
of quality of life. numbeo’s par-
ticular quality of life calculator 
weights pollution and safety heav-
ily, according to the website. 

numbeo also ranked Kazakh-
stan’s local purchasing power 
overall above Russia, Georgia, uz-
bekistan and ukraine in the region. 
Local purchasing power shows rel-
ative purchasing power in buying 
goods and services in a given area 
for the average wage in that area, 
according to the websites, mean-
ing citizens of Kazakhstan can buy 
more goods and services in new 
york City, the standard, than can 
those on average salaries in the 
other countries it outranks.

Mercer, a global consulting 
company covering talent, health, 
retirement and investments, re-
leased its annual expatriate cost 
of living rankings on june 17, 
and ranked almaty 94 (tied with 
Luxembourg) out of 211 cities in 
terms of the cost of living for ex-
pats. almaty has grown somewhat 
more expensive, rising from 111th 
place in 2014. Luanda, angola was 

ranked the most expensive city for 
expats for the third year in a row. 

The Mercer expatriate cost of 
living index analyses the costs of 
over 200 goods and services in 
more than 360 cities worldwide, 
according to the company’s web-
site. It uses new york as the base 
city and the u.s. dollar as the base 
currency to calculate the relative 
rankings.

Kazakhstan’s newest airline, 
Qazaq air, was presented on july 
6 at astana International airport. 
The airline is fully owned by the 
samruk Kazyna sovereign Wel-
fare Fund and will fly to 12 desti-
nations within Kazakhstan. Flights 
will begin on Bombardier Q400 
aircraft. Many of the nonstop 
routes the new airline will connect 
are currently not served by other 
airlines, Qazaq Air officials noted 
at the presentation, according to 
RTT news. Qazaq air joins ex-
isting Kazakh airlines air astana, 
air Company MeGa, avia jaynar, 
Bek air, Berkut air, euro-asia 
air, excellent Glide, Irtysh-air, 
sCaT, semeyavia, Zhetysu and 
Zhezkazgan air.

The Organisation for secu-
rity and Cooperation in europe 
(OsCe) supported a high-level 
national Preparatory Meeting to 
the 23rd economic and environ-
mental Forum on Water Govern-
ance in astana on july 2, which 
drew some 120 international par-
ticipants to discuss Central asia’s 
challenges and opportunities in 
light of climate change and the 
threat of desertification, and to 
propose sustainable solutions, the 
OsCe reported. The agriculture 
Ministry and the ecological Fo-
rum of Kazakhstan co-organised 
the event, with support from the 
government of switzerland. Par-
ticipants included parliamentar-
ians, government and judiciary 
branch officials and representa-
tives of civil society, academia and 
the business and environmental 
communities. experts from eu-
rope shared their experiences in 
waste water treatment, efficient 
use of water resources and sustain-
able land and water management. 
Representatives from the un eco-
nomic Commission for europe, 
the OsCe, the World Bank, the 
International Foundation for the 
aral sea and the Regional envi-
ronmental Centre of Central asia 
presented projects on water man-
agement in Central asia. a set of 
recommendations were drafted for 
Parliament and other state agen-
cies. They include proposals to 
ratify a number of international le-
gal documents, to improve current 
national legislation, to increase the 
voice of water basin councils and 
to strengthen the safety of hydro-
technical installations.

The concept for astana’s new 
train station has been approved, 
the city press office reported. The 
new station will be near Myn-
zhyldyk alley, west of Khan sha-
tyr. Construction is to be finished 
before the summer of 2017, and 
the station is to be capable of serv-
ing 12,000 passengers a day. In 
addition to the train station, two 
new bus stations and a new airport 
terminal are to be built to handle 
the anticipated flow of visitors for 
eXPO 2017.

Minister of Health and social de-
velopment Tamara dyussenova an-
nounced that $53.6 million will be 
allocated for 2015–2018 to improve 
the lives of the disabled in Ka-
zakhstan at the presentation of the 
new draft legislation “On changes 
and amendments to some legisla-
tive acts on protection of rights of 
disabled people” in the Mazhilis 
(lower chamber) of Parliament in 
early july. The funds will be used 
to improve disabled access to medi-
cal and rehabilitation services, in-
clusive education and preventative 
measures, she said. six hundred 
thousand Kazakh citizens have spe-
cial needs, the minister said.

More than 50 Kazakh “Mobile 
Government” services are available 
online, head of the Mobile Govern-
ment project of the national Infor-
mation services national company 
Gulmira Issabekova announced, the 
website of the prime minister reports. 
One hundred e-services will be avail-
able in 2016, she said, and so far, 
more than 1 million Kazakhs have 
accessed mobile-friendly public ser-
vices. every citizen should be able to 
receive government services through 
smartphones and tablets, she said. 
One of the newest innovations in Ka-
zakhstan’s e-government is “My ac-
count,” an application that announces 
the availability of documents online, 
and can register traffic violation pen-
alties and other services. 

First deputy Prime Minister of 
Kazakhstan Bakytzhan sagintayev 
was elected by the board of the 
samruk Kazyna sovereign Wealth 
Fund as the new chairman of na-
tional atomic Company Kazatom-
prom. Members of the board are 
elected for one-year terms. 

Kazakh Cosmonaut to Join 
Next Trip to International 

Space Station
By Arsen Batyrbekov

asTana – Kazakh cosmonaut 
aidyn aimbetov will be included 
on an expedition to the Internation-
al space station (Iss), announced 
President nursultan nazarbayev on 
july 3.

“according to an agreement be-
tween President of Kazakhstan 
[nursultan nazarbayev] and Presi-
dent of Russia Vladimir Putin about 
the participation of a Kazakhstan 
citizen in a flight to the International 
space station, the candidacy of ai-
dyn Aimbetov was confirmed,” the 
press service of akorda reported on 
july 3 following a meeting of the 
security Council of Kazakhstan.

earlier reports named Russian 
cosmonaut sergey Prokopiev as his 
backup. 

aimbetov was named to the 
flight after singer Sarah Brightman 
backed out as a result of what was 
initially reported as family circum-
stances. It was also reported that the 
$50 million price tag for the singer 
to take the trip posed a problem. The 
mission with her participation was 
scheduled to begin on sept. 1 and 
utilise a soyuz TMa-18M craft.

First deputy Prime Minister of 
Kazakhstan Bakytzhan sagintayev 
recently commented on the possi-
bility of a Kazakh cosmonaut join-
ing the mission, saying, “thanks to 

the agreements reached between 
the Presidents of Kazakhstan and 
Russia in the near future from the 
Baikonur launch pad [will be flights 
with] the third Kazakh cosmonaut.”

so far, two Kazakh cosmonauts 
have joined such missions. Tokhtar 
Aubakirov flew in October 1991 
as a cosmonaut-researcher on the 
soyuz TM-13 and Talgat Mussa-
bayev, who now serves as chair of 
the space Committee of the Minis-
try of Investment and development 
flew three times: in 1994 as a flight 
engineer on the Mir station and in 
1998 and 2001 as the commander 
of the ship on the Mir and Iss.

Kazakh cosmonauts aidyn aim-
betov and Mukhtar aimakhanov 
completed training in 2007 at the 
Russian state Gagarin Cosmonaut 
Training Centre and one was sched-
uled to fly to the ISS as part of the 
international crew in 2009. How-
ever, that flight was indefinitely de-
layed due to budget cuts, according 
to Interfax.

Continued from Page A1

Bolashak’s new five-year pro-
gramme addresses these needs, 
he said. They want to introduce 
internship programmes for civil 
servants specific to the 100 con-
crete steps. Bolashak will work 
with civil service agencies, the su-
preme Court, the Ministry of jus-
tice, accounting committees and 
other bodies to define those goals, 
nygymetov said. 

He hopes to bring in executive 
education, with 15 scholarships pro-
posed for two- or three-week train-
ing sessions for Kazakhstan’s top 
CeOs at top business schools, in-
cluding Harvard, yale and stanford. 

He also wants to reinstate sup-
port for MBa students. MBa 
scholarships had been cut on the 
assumption that MBas should be 
trained by the private sector, but 
nygymetov believes the country 
needs more MBas and their ad-
vanced management skills for its 
state companies. 

The plan is to offer 10 scholar-
ships per year to students who 
have been accepted to the world’s 
top 10 business schools. scholar-
ship recipients will be required to 
work in Kazakhstan for five years 
after graduation, nygymetov said. 

Kazakhstan needs people who 

understand business, especially 
how to develop small- and medi-
um-sized businesses, he said. “I 
think the biggest thing we need to 
do now is to train entrepreneurs, 
future employers who will create 
jobs.” He notes that industrialisa-
tion and economic growth reforms 
call for the value of state compa-
nies to be increased – which means 
smart managers will be needed. 

He also hopes to send 500 teach-
er-trainers from Kazakhstan’s uni-
versities to master’s programmes 
to support the country’s trilingual 
education goals and other educa-
tion reforms. 

This draft plan has been provi-
sionally approved by the national 
Commission on specialist Prepa-
ration abroad and the national 
Commission for Modernisation, 
which is implementing the 100 

concrete steps. Final approval is 
expected in august.

“We are very glad for these 100 
steps; they’ve proved very timely,” 
nygymetov said. “even this budg-
et situation has helped us look at 
ourselves from a different point 
of view.” They’ve cut or changed 
programmes that weren’t working 
well, he said, and by cutting num-
bers, competitiveness and quality 
are increasing: the number of self-
admitted students with high GPa 
and high language proficiency has 
almost doubled this year. self-
admitted students are those who 
have, through their own efforts, 

been admitted to top international 
programmes and then apply to Bo-
lashak for funding. 

The Bolashak scholarship was 
named the world’s best interna-
tional scholarship programme at the 
2014 Going Global International 
Conference. The conference liked 
Bolashak’s openness, gender bal-
ance, work requirement system and 
geographic diversity, nygymetov 
said. Bolashak sends students to 33 
countries, he said; lately, they are 
seeing more Ph.d. students heading 
for asian countries such as japan 
and south Korea for programmes in 
biology and highly technical fields. 

The international programme 
broadens the students’ experiences 
and perspectives, he said. They 
return with a more open-minded, 
modern view of the world. ny-
gymetov added that the shift to a 
new way of thinking needs to oc-
cur gradually to avoid instability. 
“It’s a system, right? you need 
to change the system gradually, 
working within it, trying to change 
what you do, trying to be the best 
at what you do.”

He also noted that Bolashak 
scholars make three times the av-
erage Kazakh salary and should be 
grateful to the taxpayers who have 
invested in their education. “We 
have to meet [people’s] expecta-
tions,” nygymetov said. “and we 
should not feel that we are very 
special. We should feel that we are 
like everyone else, we are just giv-
en more responsibility. That’s why 
we need to work harder.” 

Bolashak’s next Five-Year Mission 
supports domestic development Plans

Gani nygymetov
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Calls for Broader Cooperation Define 
Astana Anti-extremism Conference 

By Michelle witte

asTana – Over two days of 
presentations and dialogue, partici-
pants at the Central and south asian 
Regional Conference on Countering 
Violent extremism called for more 
tools to support collaborative work 
to block terrorist recruitment efforts 
and discussed global law enforce-
ment and other practices to identify 
and respond to potential threats. 

The need for cooperation between 
governments and between govern-
ments, law enforcement bodies and 
communities became a theme of the 
june 29–30 conference in astana. 
Launching the discussions, Kazakh 
Prime Minster Karim Massimov 
focused on cooperative efforts and 
the large role to be played by civil 
society actors in countering extrem-
ist violence. “We have to join our 
forces with all constructive forces in 
this world who are ready to counter 
violent extremism,” he said. “That is 
why we have to boost our contacts 
and cooperation with law enforce-
ment agencies all over the world.”

Massimov called for an interna-
tional convention defining terror-
ism, one of several proposals for 
international legislation and mecha-
nisms to combat the spread of vio-
lent extremist thought and terrorist 
actions. In discussions on the role of 
media, a global database of extrem-
ist content online was proposed, 
as well as a mechanism to remove 
it. Regarding prevention, creating 

integrated regional research and 
awareness networks was another 
proposal. 

Representatives of the govern-
ments and civil societies of 18 coun-
tries in Central and south asia, plus 
private sector organisations and 
international bodies, including the 
un, the Organisation for security 
and Cooperation in europe (OsCe) 
and the International Organisation 
for Migration (IOM), discussed co-
operation to prevent terrorism and 
explored possible root causes of the 
phenomenon today.  

In his opening remarks, u.s. 
Customs and Border Control Com-
missioner Gil Kerlikowske said se-
curity will not come from stopping 
security threats, but strengthening 
the social fabric and the relation-
ship between governments and their 
populations. 

“One way to meet the challenge 
is by empowering local communi-
ties to develop effective prevention 
and intervention programmes. Lo-
cal communities maintain the most 
credible and persuasive voices to 
challenge that ideology,” he said.

The need to safeguard human 
rights as a way to prevent violence 
was also repeated throughout the 
conference. In the panel “Violent 
extremism in Central and south 
asia: threat assessment and coun-
termeasures,” Petko draganov, 
special representative of the un 
secretary-general and head of the 

ashgabat-based un Regional Cen-
tre for Preventative diplomacy for 
Central asia, said, “an integral part 
of this whole society approach … is 
the acknowledgement that prevent-
ing violent extremism and promot-
ing human rights go hand in hand,” 
he said. “Without meaningful rec-
ognition and implementation of 
core human rights, states aiming to 
protect their people from extremism 
are at risk of pushing their youth 
into violent predatory groups.”

In further panels on countering 
violent extremism in media, much 
emphasis was placed on religious 
education and promoting an under-
standing of “traditional” Islam in 
order to prevent extremist thought 
from spreading.

shavkat sabirov, president of the 
Internet association of Kazakhstan, 
called for a more specific targeting 
of dangerous online content, rather 
than the wholesale blocking of web-
sites, and urged more attention to be 
paid to Kazakh-language media. 

Concluding the first day of the 
conference, participants agreed on 
steps to enhance counterterrorism 
efforts in Central and south asia 
ahead of the Countering Violent ex-
tremism (CVe) leaders’ summit set 
for september in new york. 

The conference was organised 
by the governments of Kazakhstan 
and the united states with support 
from the OSCE Programme Office 
in astana. 

ambassador and Permanent Rep-
resentative of nepal to the united 
nations durga Prasad Bhattarai and 
ambassador and Permanent Repre-
sentative of Kazakhstan to the unit-
ed nations Kairat abdrakhmanov 
signed a joint Communiqué on june 
30 establishing formal bilateral rela-
tions between nepal and Kazakh-
stan. The ambassadors called the 
communiqué a milestone in the re-
lationship between their two nations 
and said establishing diplomatic re-
lations would help strengthen their 
cooperation within the un and other 
multilateral organisations. 

Kazakhstan’s special Forces have 
won an international competition be-
tween special purpose intelligence 
forces, Tengrinews reports. The 
altyn uki-2015 competition took 
place over five days in the Karagan-
da oblast and involved elite special 
forces groups from Belarus, China, 
Russia, the united states and Ka-
zakhstan. Participants were required 
to use a variety of skills, including 
shooting on the move and from dif-
ferent positions, demonstrating med-
ical training, mining and demoli-
tion, overcoming obstacles and long 
marches and orienteering. China’s 
soldiers were awarded the second 
place silver Cup, and also won for 
having the best pair of snipers. 

Royal dutch shell organised an 
event about Kazakhstan, “discover 
Kazakhstan,” at its headquarters in 
The Hague, Bnews reports. during 
the event, Vice President of shell 
sean Rooney discussed Kazakh-
stan’s role in the company’s strategy 
and the embassy of Kazakhstan in 
the netherlands presented a report 
on Kazakhstan’s history and current 
international initiatives, including 
The aTOM Project and its candi-
dacy for a nonpermanent seat on the 
un security Council for 2017-2018. 
a quiz on Kazakhstan was also con-
ducted, with shell employees per-
forming well, the Ministry of For-
eign affairs of Kazakhstan, which 
helped organise the event, reported. 

Kazakhstan’s Parliament ratified 
the treaty on Kyrgyzstan’s accession 
to the eurasian economic union 
(eaeu) in a session on june 9. The 
parliaments of Kyrgyzstan, armenia, 
Belarus and Russia had all already 
ratified the treaty and additional pro-
tocols to the treaty. It is expected that 
the presidents of the eaeu member 
nations will sign the treaty on Kyr-
gyzstan’s accession by july 15.

a Kazcosmos delegation travelled 
to Minsk to take part in the second 
meeting of the Kazakh-Belarusian 
working group on aerospace coopera-
tion, Kazinform reports. during meet-
ings at the national academy of sci-
ences of Belarus, the sides discussed 
cooperation on remote sensing, space 
communications, geospatial mapping 
and monitoring, and the development 
and production of unmanned space 
vehicles and satellites. Following the 
meetings, the delegations signed a 
protocol outlining promising areas of 
cooperation in aerospace. 

China and Kazakhstan will work 
together on a project called “Trust” 
to develop a list of companies con-
ducting cross-border trade that are 
not expected to perpetrate customs 
law violations, so they can benefit 
from expedited customs and border 
procedures, the Central Communi-
cations service reports. China has 
presented a list of 20 companies it 
has found to be responsible.

India supports Kazakhstan’s candi-
dacy for a nonpermanent seat on the 
un security Council for 2017–2018, 
Prime Minister of India narendra 
Modi told President of Kazakhstan 
nursultan nazarbayev during a meet-
ing on july 8, the Central Communi-
cations service reports. nazarbayev 
reiterated his country’s support for 
India’s application to be a permanent 
member of the expanded un security 
Council. Both leaders affirmed their 
commitment to the negotiations on 
comprehensive reform of the council. 

ambassador of Kazakhstan to 
China shakhrat nuryshev met with 
deputy Chairman of the national 
development and Reform Commis-
sion, the Chairman of the national 
energy administration of China nur 
Bekri to discuss Kazakhstan’s nurly 
Zhol economic policy, the Central 
Communications service reports. 
The two agreed that it would con-
tribute to the overall new silk Road 
economic Belt envisioned by China. 
The sides also discussed cooperation 
in nuclear energy, oil, gas and coal 
production and the need for a new 
meeting of the Kazakh-Chinese Co-
operation Committee and a visit by 
Bekri to Kazakhstan.

Revised EU Strategy 
Increases Budget, 

Flexibility in Central Asia 
Relations, Says EU Rep

 
By Michelle witte

asTana – The european un-
ion’s revised strategy for Central 
asia provides increased engage-
ment with the region through more 
flexible cooperation formats and a 
budget for bilateral and regional 
cooperation formats of more than 
1 billion euros, an increase of 56 
percent, eu special Representa-
tive for Central asia Peter Burian 
said at a press conference in asta-
na on june 30. 

“The updated eu Central asia 
strategy provides a solid ground 
for strengthening eu–Central asia 
partnership and cooperation,” he 
said at the briefing. “We believe 
that the new elements and more 
flexible formats for cooperation en-
visaged in the strategy will provide 
a very solid basis for increased 
interaction and result-oriented co-
operation of the eu with countries 
of Central asia also in the area of 
security. … Regional security for 
development belongs to one of cru-
cial focal sectors for our regional 
cooperation in Central asia.”

The Council of the european 
union adopted conclusions on 
the eu strategy for Central asia 
on june 22. “The main objectives 
and priority areas of the 2007 eu 
strategy for Central asia remain 
pertinent,” an eu delegation press 
release on Burian’s visit stated. 
“The council calls for strengthen-
ing trade and energy links between 
the eu and Central asian coun-
tries and reinforcing cooperation 
on security and stability, including 
sustainable management of natural 
resources. It emphasises the funda-
mental importance of democratisa-
tion, respect for human rights and 
the rule of law, and socio-econom-
ic development, all of which are 
essential elements of the strategy.” 

Burian commented that educa-
tion would also be an eu priority 
in the region, and that 115 mil-
lion euros had been budgeted for 
the educational cooperation pro-
grammes in the region. 

The conclusions adopted say the 
council “particularly welcomes the 
conclusion of negotiations and ini-
tialling of the enhanced Partner-
ship and Cooperation agreement 
with Kazakhstan.” It also support-
ed Kazakhstan’s accession to the 
World Trade Organisation. 

Kazakhstan had called for a 
Central asia strategy that took 
more into account the political and 
socio-economic differences be-
tween the states of the region, con-
tributing white papers and other 
opinions to the review of the strat-
egy. The conclusions adopted by 
the council state that “[Mo]re than 
in the past, the depth of relations 
will also depend on the ambitions 
and needs of individual Central 
asian countries to take forward 
our bilateral relationships. The eu 
will take full account of the grow-
ing differences in socio-economic 
development and ambition to en-
gage in cooperation with europe 
between the five countries.” 

Human rights are also to be a fo-
cus, and Burian noted that the eu 
wants to continue cooperation on 
human rights, the rule of law and 
good governance, and to continue 
providing support for reforms. 
The council in particular called for 
more involvement of civil society 
in cooperative programmes and 
dialogue platforms..  

While in astana, Burian attend-
ed the Central and south asian 
Regional Conference on Counter-
ing Violennt extremism, held on 
june 29–30 as the representative 
of the eu.  

Continued from Page A1

“Today, Kazakhstan is a nation 
of global stature and respect. This 
is not just because Mother nature 
has been generous to you with re-
sources of every kind. It is because 
of your investment in education, 
human resources and infrastruc-
ture. These have helped increase 
the size of the economy four times 
in the last 10 years,” he said. 

during the business forum, Ka-
zakhstan and India agreed on spe-
cific areas for bilateral partnership, 
and a road map for trade-economic 
and investment cooperation be-
tween the two countries was signed. 
Other investment opportunities in 
Kazakhstan were also presented 
to forum participants from India. 
Thirteen memoranda, including 
an agreement on economic part-
nership with the Federation of In-
dian Chambers of Commerce, were 
signed as a result of the forum. 

On the second day of his visit, 
Modi met President nursultan 
nazarbayev to discuss the inter-
national agenda and bilateral rela-
tions. In the meeting, nazarbayev 
noted the significant potential for 
strengthening and expanding Ka-
zakh-Indian cooperation.

“In 1991 we declared independ-
ence. From the first day of inde-
pendence, Kazakhstan was seek-
ing to build a close and trusting 
relationship with India. I have high 
expectations for your visit, which 
will give a new impetus to both 

trade and political cooperation. 
Today, Kazakhstan is the larg-
est partner of India in the region. 
There are also great prospects for 
further development of coopera-
tion,” nazarbayev said.

Modi thanked the Kazakh Presi-
dent for his hospitality. He also 
congratulated nazarbayev on his 
july 6 birthday, expressing con-
fidence in the Kazakh President’s 
visionary policy and the expected 
benefits for the nation’s people.

“Trade and economic dimen-
sions are driving forces in bilateral 
relations. Kazakhstan is the larg-
est trade partner for India in Cen-
tral asia. Last year, trade turnover 
reached $1.3 billion, doubling 
since 2013. We have gained con-
siderable experience in the frames 
of our joint work, as in the field of 
informational technology, oil and 
gas, agriculture, nuclear energy 
and pharmaceuticals,” said naz-
arbayev at his joint press confer-

ence with Modi in the akorda on 
july 8.

The leaders affirmed the impor-
tance of cooperation in civil nu-
clear energy and praised a signed 
long-term contract between Kaz-
atomProm and the department of 
atomic energy of India continu-
ing the supply of natural uranium 
to India. under the contract, Ka-
zakhstan is to supply 5,000 tonnes 
of uranium to India in 2015-2019, 
nazarbayev announced calling it 
an example of a “systemic devel-
opment of cooperation in the en-
ergy sphere.”

He further praised the agree-
ment announced during the visit 
between Kazakhstan Temir Zholy 
national railway company and its 
Indian counterparts providing for 
a transportation network through 
the Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-
Iran railroad, reaching further to 
the Iranian port of Bandar abbas 
giving an outlet to western Indian 
ports at Mandra.

“We share many interests and 
have similar directions in econom-
ic and political development. The 
positions of our countries coincide 
on many international issues, in-
cluding regional security, commu-
nication and integration, as well 
as holding reforms at the united 
nations. Kazakhstan is the largest 
economic partner of India in the 
region. Our relations have a great 
potential for further development. 
We intend to make every effort to 
ensure that economic ties will go 

to a new level,” said the Indian 
prime minister.

nazarbayev reiterated Kazakh-
stan’s support for India’s perma-
nent membership in an expanded 
unsC and for India’s candidature 
to a non-permanent seat on the 
unsC for 2021-22. In turn, Modi 
reiterated support for the candida-
ture of Kazakhstan for a non-per-
manent unsC seat for 2017-18.

Prime Minister Modi arrived in 
Kazakhstan on july 7 after visiting 
uzbekistan. On july 8, after two 
days in Kazakhstan’s capital, asta-
na, Modi left for ufa, Russia, for 
summits of the shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation and BRICs. after 
his visit to Russia, Modi intends to 
continue his diplomatic tour of Cen-
tral asia and travel to Kyrgyzstan, 
Turkmenistan and Tajikistan.

Modi is very active on social 
networks, tweeting frequently de-
spite a busy schedule. arriving 
in Kazakhstan, the Indian prime 
minister posted a few tweets in the 
Kazakh language. upon arriving 
in astana airport, he wrote, 

“I am happy to be in Kazakh-
stan. India’s very valued friend in 
Central asia,” Modi posted in Ka-
zakh.

The second Kazakh tweet was 
accompanied by a picture of Modi 
and his Kazakh counterpart Karim 
Massimov. “Thank you PM Karim 
Massimov for the memorable wel-
come,” he wrote on Tuesday.

Modi has 13.5 million followers 
on his Twitter account.

Indian Prime Minister Visits Kazakhstan, Meets 
President nazarbayev, Addresses nU Graduates

Prime Minister of India narendra Modi meets President of Kazakhstan  
nursultan nazarbayev on July 8 in Astana.

Participants in the Central and south Asian Regional Conference on Countering Violent extremism  in Astana on June 29.
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national oil and gas company 
KazMunayGas (KMG) plans to 
sell 50 percent of its shares in the 
consortium developing the giant 
Kashagan oil field, Reuters reports. 
KMG owns a 16.8 percent stake 
in the project and plans to sell the 
shares to Kazakhstan’s samruk 
Kazyna sovereign Wealth Fund, 
which in turns own KazMunayGas, 
for an expected $4.7 billion and 
use the funds to reduce its debt. 
KMG’s consolidated net debt was 
$17.92 billion at the end of 2014, 
according to Reuters. Meetings on 
the debt and the sale will be held 
in London on july 27. Production 
at Kashagan, the largest oil find in 
decades, has been delayed for years 
but is expected to resume in early 
2017. 

shares of three of Kazakhstan’s 
national companies – energy hold-
ing samruk-energo, rail com-
pany Kazakhstan Temir Zholy 
and atomic energy company Ka-
zatomprom – are expected to be 
made available to the public on 
Kazakhstan’s stock exchange this 
year, 365info.kz reports. The na-
tional IPO programme has already 
floated shares of the Kazakhstan 
electric Grid Company (KeGOC) 
and KazTransOil. 

Kazakhstan has attracted about 
$33 billion in foreign direct in-
vestment during its first five-year 
industrialisation programme. Half 
of the investment went to the state 
Programme for Industrial-Inno-
vative development, President of 
Kazakhstan nursultan nazarbayev 
said at a ceremony commemorating 
the day of Industrialisation on july 
2. The second five-year industriali-
sation plan will focus on oil refin-
ing and metallurgy, food, chemical 
industries, industrial equipment and 
construction materials, he said.

Banks in Kazakhstan have seen 
increased volumes of deposits in 
the national currency, tenge, and 
decreased volumes of deposits in 
foreign currency between january 
and May of this year, azer news 
reports. Tenge deposits increased 
from 5.198 trillion tenge (us$27.91 
billion) at the end of 2014 to 5.472 
trillion tenge (us$29.38 billion). 
The volume of foreign currency de-
posits in Kazakh banks decreased 
from 6.496 trillion tenge (us$34.88 
billion) at the end of december 
2014 to 5.975 trillion tenge (us$32 
billion) at the end of May 2015. 
The total amount of deposits banks 
in Kazakhstan in all currencies fell 
from 11.694 trillion tenge (us$62.8 
billion) at the end of 2014 to 11.447 
trillion tenge (us$61.47 billion) at 
the end of May. 

The european Bank of Re-
construction and development 
(eBRd) has moved to a new, larger 
office in Astana, which reflects its 
growing investment in the coun-
try, an eBRd press release on july 
11 said. Kazakh Vice Minister of 
Finance Ruslan Beketayev and 
eBRd Vice President and Chief 
Risk Officer Betsy Nelson cut the 
ribbon at the new office. The larger 
premises were urgently needed, the 
bank reports, because of rapidly 
expanding involvement in Kazakh-
stan following the signing of an en-
hanced Partnership agreement with 
the country in May 2014. so far this 
year, the eBRd team in Kazakh-
stan has signed 16 projects for $501 
million, making Kazakhstan the 
eBRd’s fastest-growing portfolio. 

The value of Kazakhstan’s na-
tional companies declined in the 
first quarter of 2015, according to 
the Halyk IPO website. The total 
revenue of the group of companies 
during that period decreased by 13 
percent to $1.42 billion, falling to a 
four-year low. analysts say imple-
mentation costs were higher this 
year, and also ascribe the losses 
to difficult economic conditions 
around the world as well as large 
debts in dollars held by some of the 
companies. 

Belarus and Kazakhstan have the 
potential to increase bilateral trade 
by 10 percent annually, Chairman 
of the Committee on agriculture 
of the Mazhilis (lower chamber 
of Parliament) of Kazakhstan 
Romin Madinov told reporters 
before meeting with members of 
the Belarusian national assembly 
on july 9, the national Belaru-
sian news agency reports. Today, 
trade turnover is $1.2 billion, he 
said. Madinov led a parliamentary 
delegation on a visit to Belarus be-
tween july 9–13, where they met 
with their counterparts and visited 
agricultural facilities.

Energy-Saving 
Kazakh Startup 

Ranked in Top 10 
at Singapore 

Startup Summit

By Michelle witte

asTana – an innovative Ka-
zakh startup with a product that 
prevents electricity from being 
wasted was ranked among the 
top 10 at this year’s echelon asia 
summit in singapore on june 23-
24. 

“We were confident that we 
would be in the top 10,” founder 
of the winning project, ecosock-
et, sanzhar Myrzagalym said at 
the event, Kazinform reports. 
“We already have several sched-
uled meetings and we were of-
fered investments.” 

ecosocket, developed in 2014 
by students at the Kazakh-British 
Technical university Myrza-
galym, Pernekhan utemuratov, 
Timurlan Musayev, Kuanysh 
Idrissov and arai sultanbekova, 
is a device that allows users to 
control their household electron-
ics remotely. an adaptor with a 
Wifi transmitter is connected 
to a home appliance, and a mo-
bile application then allows it 
to be controlled from outside 
the home. Many appliances will 
continue to use energy as long 
as they are plugged in, some, in-
cluding fully charged computers 
and cell phones, using significant 
amounts. ecosocket, then, can 
save users’ money and prevent 
energy from being wasted. 

“every day, we continue to 
waste a huge amount of electric-
ity, as we are not aware of the 
amount we are using. sometimes 
we are just too lazy to go to the 
next room to turn off the light,” 
Myrzagalym told Idea-lab.kz 
for a profile on the project. They 
estimate that 5-15 percent of 
electricity used is actually being 
sucked up by appliances that are 
in sleep or standby modes, but 
still plugged in. 

“With our device, you can 
solve the problem of excessive 
power consumption and save on 
bills,” Myrzagalym said, accord-
ing to Idea Lab.

ecosocket has won several 
awards in almaty, including a 
$10,000 investment from Chev-
ron through the KazInnO ener-
gy competition and an $8,000 in-
vestment from the government of 
almaty, the e27 website reports.

echelon asia is billed as one 
of the world’s largest startup 
forums. Held annually in singa-
pore, this year’s event featured 
some 2,500 delegates, 70 speak-
ers and 500 startups, according 
to organisers. ecosocket, along 
with six other startups from 
Kazakhstan, had been chosen 
for the Top 100 Programme, in 
which the best 100 startups cho-
sen from australia, Bangladesh, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, 
japan, Kazakhstan, south Ko-
rea, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
singapore, Taiwan, Thailand and 
Vietnam were given access to 

industry experts, investors, me-
dia, and potential partners during 
business clinics a day before the 
actual summit. 

and because ecosocket won 
the judges Choice award at its 
qualifying round in Kazakhstan 
at the end of april, the project 
was also given a chance to pitch 
to a group of investors in hopes 
of being selected as one of the 
top 10, which it was. 

“Kazakhstan is a pleasant sur-
prise; they have a lot of projects 
for their first participation in the 
event,” commented Lais de Ol-
iveira, director of startup Grind 
east and a speaker at the event. 
“I hope the delegation of Ka-
zakhstan will grow next year,” 
she said, as reported by Kazin-
form. 

Myrzagalym noted that the 
asian startup community was 
very open and ready with ad-
vice. a Kapital.kz article detailed 
some of the advice being offered 
to Kazakh innovators. Partner 
and founder of Golden Gate Ven-
tures jeffrey Payne advised Ka-
zakh entrepreneurs to develop 
both domestically and globally. 
That means solving local prob-
lems and finding local niches, 
while also assessing global mar-
kets. To do this, Kazakh startups 
will have to start travelling, he 
said; to silicon Valley, for exam-
ple, or Israel. The government 
also must support starups, Payne 
said. “Firstly, [the government] 
must understand the difference 
between a startup and a tradition-
al business. second, investment 
is needed. and third, the most 
important step is the people,” 
Payne said.

Manager of strategic Partner-
ships at incubator jFdI asia 
alena ahrens agrees that govern-
ment policy has an important role 
to play in nurturing startups, Ka-
pital reported. singapore is de-
veloping as a centre of business 
because of government policies 
giving tax breaks to new busi-
nesses in their early years and of-
fering grants to local businesses. 
He advised Kazakhstan to study 
singapore’s example. 

Limited sales of ecosocket 
will begin in august 2015, and 
the company has 100 pre-orders, 
e27.com reported in mid-May. It 
also has contracts with electric 
Control systems, Green auto 
service and story service Hold-
ing.

The three winning startups 
from this year’s echelon asia 
event were my Realtrip from 
south Korea, which connects 
travellers with local guides or 
destination experts; ChaseFu-
ture of Malaysia, a platform that 
connects international applicants 
with admissions experts for con-
sulting services; and PawnHero 
from the Philippines, which con-
nects sellers to pawn shops offer-
ing the best deals. 

Astana Hosts Global Conference on 
ecosystem services, Transitioning 
to a Green economy

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

asTana – an international 
conference focused on ecosys-
tem services and the transition 
to a green economy took place 
in astana on june 24. This event 
was organised by the united na-
tions development Programme, 
BioFin, CB2 and GIZ (German 
International Cooperation Com-
pany). Participants from six coun-
tries discussed the best biodiver-
sity and ecosystem management 
practices, implementing ecosys-
tem services and the evaluation of 
natural resources.

“Kazakhstan has been cooperat-
ing with the united nations de-
velopment Programme, the World 
Bank and other international or-
ganisations since 2003 and has 
succeeded in several national 
and regional projects focused 
on effectively managing ecosys-
tems and biodiversity. Laws and 
regulations have been improved, 
special protections have been ex-
panded and new methods of man-
aging plants, animals, forests, fish 
ecosystems and water resources 
have been created,” deputy Chair 
of the Forestry and Wildlife Com-
mittee of the Ministry of ag-
riculture of Kazakhstan Kairat 
ustemirov said. 

He stated that new technolo-
gies for the conservation and 
sustainable management of natu-
ral resources were introduced at 
the conference. He said, “I hope 
that the success seen in Vietnam, 
Mongolia, Russia and Turkmeni-
stan will guide Kazakhstan’s 
transition to establishing a green 
economy and the development of 
its eco services.”

senior Technical advisor of 
the BioFin Global Team, which 
is managed by the undP ecosys-
tems and Biodiversity Programme 
in partnership with the european 
union and the German and swiss 
governments, david Meyers said 
“BioFin is working on biodiver-
sity financing in 30 countries 
around the world. Kazakhstan is 
one of the first countries to join 
this programme. The goal of Bi-
oFin is to better understand and 
integrate financial and economic 
issues into decision making on 
biodiversity and planning matters. 
Kazakhstan’s Green economy 
Concept has three pillars: sustain-
able water usage, sustainable and 
high-performance agriculture and 
preserving and efficiently manag-
ing ecosystems.”

Meyers feels that ecosystem 
services and natural resource 
management are essential to the 
success of the green economy in 
Kazakhstan, saying “knowledge 
of ecosystems and their econom-
ic value is essential to aligning 
public and private incentives and 
investing in nature based infra-
structure is an often overlooked 
but economical long-term solu-
tion.”

undP Biodiversity Project 
Manager Talgat Kerteshev noted 

that there is no regulatory and 
legal framework capable of at-
tracting major natural resource 
consumers to Kazakhstan’s bio-
diversity conservation projects. 
He emphasised the fact that these 
organisations take advantage of 
the critical nature of certain bio-
logical and water resources and 
stated that it is necessary to cre-
ate legal mechanism and an eco-
nomic evaluation of the special 
protection of national territories, 
floristries and fisheries.

Chief expert of the division for 
the Implementation of the Green 
economy at the Green economy 
department of the Ministry of 
energy Gulnur Rakhimzhanova 
noted that Kazakhstan’s transition 
to a green economy was enacted 
by a decree of the President on 
May 30, 2013. she restated that 
the green economy is one of the 
state’s most important sustainable 
development tools, saying “The 
transition to the green economy 
will allow Kazakhstan to increase 
its GdP by 3 percent by 2050 and 
create more than 500,000 new 
jobs, creating new industries and 
services. It will also raise living 
standards in the country. This is 
why the transition is as relevant 
as ever.”

The conference’s purpose was 
to facilitate the exchange of in-
formation about evaluating natu-
ral resources and ecosystem ser-
vices between representatives of 
the states in formulating national 
policy, using new approaches in 
ecosystem and biodiversity man-
agement, implementing payment 
tools for ecosystem services as 
an alternative in financing nature 
protection measures and attract-
ing private investments.

david Meyers
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Plans for 26 Projects, 12 MOCs signed 
at Kazakh-Indian Business Forum

By Malika Orazgaliyeva

asTana – a Kazakh-Indian 
business forum with the participation 
of Prime Minister of Kazakhstan Ka-
rim Massimov and Prime Minister 
of India narendra Modi took place 
in astana on july 7. 

The forum was held in the frame-
work of Modi’s official visit to Ka-
zakhstan. More than 100 people, 
including ambassador of India to 
Kazakhstan Harsh Kumar jain, rep-
resentatives of major Indian and Ka-
zakh companies and businesses and 
representatives of state bodies, na-
tional holdings and the media gath-
ered for the meeting.  

during the forum, the Kazakh 
side presented investment opportu-
nities in the country and informed 
their visitors on support measures 
the government provides for foreign 
investors.

Modi praised the “huge strides” 
made by Kazakhstan in economic 
progress over the last decade. He 
noted that Kazakhstan offers very at-
tractive conditions to potential inves-
tors and partners. 

“despite the fact that your country 
is landlocked and situated between 
two world powers, the government 
has introduced its own successful 
economic programme. Working 

hard, your people demonstrated their 
talent and the big opportunities of the 
country,” he said.    

Following the forum, the national 
agency for export and Investment, 
KaZneX Invest, and the Invest-
ment Promotion agency Invest India 
signed a road map for trade, econom-
ic and investment cooperation be-
tween Kazakhstan and India, includ-

ing 26 promising projects in various 
fields, as well as 12 memoranda of 
cooperation between the partners of 
the two states.

The signed documents envision 
cooperation in the chemical industry 
and pharmacology, mining and pro-
cessing rare metals like tungsten and 
molybdenum, as well as information 
technology projects.   

noting that Kazakhstan is blessed 
with natural resources, the Indian 
prime minister emphasised that India 
has huge demand for these resources, 
creating great potential for partner-
ship between the two countries.

 “Kazakhstan is rich in natural re-
sources, with a big territory and small 
population size. not many countries 
in the world have similar opportuni-

ties for development. On the other 
hand, India is a big country with a 
big population. We have a huge de-
mand for your … natural resources. 
We can achieve economic develop-
ment in both of our countries through 
mutual cooperation,” Modi said.   

according to Modi, new tech-
nologies will help Kazakhstan join 
the top developed economies in the 
world by 2050. He also called for 
more investment from Kazakh com-
panies in India, particularly in the ar-
eas of renewable energy, smart cities, 
housing and railways. 

“Kazakhstan could benefit from 
partnerships with Indian compa-
nies, which will bring in modern 
technology, engineering skills and 
cost-effective mechanisms. Kazakh-
stan could also benefit from India’s 
strength in the IT sector. Poor con-
nectivity was the biggest barrier to 
deepening economic engagement 
between the two countries. We need 
to enhance connectivity between In-
dia and Kazakhstan,” he said. 

during the forum, participants 
were shown online the commence-
ment of drilling at the satpayev 
exploration Block in Kazakhstan’s 
north Caspian region, where the In-
dian company OnGC Videsh Ltd. 
has a 25 percent stake.

French supermarket chain Carre-
four, the second largest retailer in the 
world, will be expanding into Ka-
zakhstan, Forbes.kz reports. The first 
Carrefour store is expected to open 
in almaty in October, with 15 more 
planned over the next five years. The 
almaty Carrefour store is expected 
to be 12,500 square metres. 

Female entrepreneurs in Kazakh-
stan employ 795,000 people, Presi-
dent of the association of Business-
women of Kazakhstan and member 
of the national Commission on 
Women affairs, Family and demo-
graphic Policy Raushan sarsem-
bayeva announced at a recent press 
conference in Central Communica-
tions service. according to recent 
data, 41.5 percent of the nation’s 
1 million individual entrepreneurs 
are women, she said, and more than 
52,000 Kazakh women have taken 
part in government programmes to 
support business. developing small 
business in the country through the 
100 concrete steps to implement 
President nursultan nazarbayev’s 
five institutional reforms would be 
impossible without the participa-
tion of women, sarsembayeva com-
mented.

Kazakhstan’s national atomic 
company, Kazatomprom, and the 
akimat (regional administration) of 
the south Kazakhstan region agreed 
during a visit of Kazatomprom 
Chairman askar Zhumagaliyev to 
the region to support domestic pro-
ducers. under the agreement, signed 
by Zhumagaliyev and akim of south 
Kazakhstan askar Myrzakhmetov, 
uranium mining companies in the 
region plan to conclude contracts to-
talling $24.6 million with domestic 
producers in the region. In 2015 and 
2016, Kazatomprom will purchase 
electrical equipment, fuel and lubri-
cants, clothing, pipes, paper prod-
ucts and other materials from local 
entrepreneurs. Zhumagaliyev and 
Myrzakhmetov also discussed the 
relocation of the subsidiary offices of 
Kazatomprom from almaty to shy-
mkent at their meeting.

The number of active small busi-
nesses has grown in 10 regions, 
Bnews reports, with the biggest 
growth in south Kazakhstan and 
Karaganda. according to Ranking.
kz, there were 116,300 active small 
enterprises in the country in May, an 
increase of 180 companies.

Kazakhstan has expanded expe-
dited customs clearance to 300 large, 
tax-paying importers of foreign 
goods, Chairman of the state Reve-
nue Committee of the Ministry of Fi-
nance daulet yergozhin announced 
at a press conference at the Central 
Communications service. The state 
Revenue Committee has introduced 
a system of categories for partici-
pants in foreign economic activities 
based on risk management princi-
ples, yergozhin explained. The com-
mittee and the national Chamber of 
entrepreneurs worked together to 
create the corridor, which will al-
low select importers to pass customs 
clearances after entering the country. 
The list of select importers is con-
stantly growing, the chairman said. 
He also added that the list of docu-
ments required for export-import 
operations had been shortened to no 
more than three documents to export, 
no more than five to import. 

The first batch of commercial ben-
zol was produced at the atyrau com-
plex for the production of aromatic 
hydrocarbons (KPa) on july 3, ak 
Zhaik reports. CEO of the refinery 
Kairat urazbayev called it a present 
to astana on its birthday. “In order to 
produce higher standards of [fuel], 
we need to recover from automobile 
gasolines the most harmful, from 
an ecological point of view, com-
ponent: benzol,” urazbayev said. 
“Today the first batch of benzol has 
been recovered, the product that is 
in great demand in the world mar-
ket. … The Atyrau refinery was the 
first plant that processed crude oil of 
Kazakhstan, and today it became the 
first in petrochemistry.” When op-
erating at full capacity, the Kazakh-
Chinese venture is expected to pro-
duce 133,000 tonnes of benzol and 
496,000 tonnes of paraxylol per year.

DHL, KTZ Express 
to Provide Increased 
Connectivity Between 
China, CIS, Europe
By Michelle witte

asTana – dHL Global For-
warding and Kazakhstan Temir 
Zholy (KTZ) express have signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
to provide greater rail connectiv-
ity between China, Kazakhstan 
and the countries of the Com-
monwealth of Independent states 
(CIs) and europe, the Post and 
Parcel website reported on july 1. 

“KTZ express is looking to es-
tablish the most advanced Central 
asia logistics hub in Kazakhstan 
by enhancing various facilities 
across the country and improv-
ing our freight forwarding capa-
bilities. The partnership with dHL 
will not only accelerate our pace 
towards achieving this goal but 
will also help us serve multina-
tional corporations with regional 
needs in these high-potential mar-
kets,” said sanzhar yelubayev, 
president of KTZ express, ac-
cording to a report by asia Cargo 
news on june 30.  

The agreement will give dHL 
additional commercial block 
train services with KTZ express, 
a branch of Kazakhstan’s state-
owned railway operator, increas-
ing their overland rail freight 
routes, according to Post and Par-
cel. KTZ express will operate rail 
connections within Kazakhstan 
and between Kazakhstan and Chi-
na, as well as add logistics service 
locations, including within the 
Khorgos special economic Zone 
on the border between Kazakhstan 
and China, and increase its capa-
bilities overall. dHL will focus on 
developing forwarding capabili-
ties along routes that link China, 
Kazakhstan and CIs countries, as 
well as provide logistics expertise 
and value-added offerings like 
temperature-controlled containers 
for transporting sensitive techno-
logical material. The agreement 
also includes the development of 
additional rail routes along the 
silk Road connecting europe, Ka-
zakhstan and China. 

“KTZ express will work hand 
in hand with dHL to further de-
velop end-to-end logistics solu-
tions via rail and multimodal solu-
tions in this part of the world. We 
will continue to work on reviving 
the silk Road and increasing our 
capacity to move goods within the 

region as its economic growth and 
development gain critical momen-
tum,” said yelubayev, according 
to asia Cargo news. 

CeO of dHL Global Forward-
ing China steve Huang noted 
the “tremendous growth” of rail 
freight between asia and eu-
rope over the last few years and 
the potential for growth in hubs 
along that route, including in 
Kazakhstan. “Kazakhstan’s own 
economic development stands to 
benefit significantly from strong 
infrastructural links to China and 
the eu – its two largest trading 
partners. Transportation alone 
makes up more than 10 percent of 
the country’s services exports,” he 
said, according to Post and Parcel. 

“By partnering with KTZ ex-
press, we hope to provide China-
europe trade expanded services 
in the pivotal Central asia region, 
through investment in both new 
and traditional trade route infra-
structure, like rail enhancements 
along the south silk Road, in 
line with China’s ‘One Belt, One 
Road’ initiative,” Huang added.

according to the european 
Commission, daily China-eu 
trade exceeds $1 billion, mak-
ing it the second-largest coopera-
tive economic relationship in the 
world. CeO of KTZ askar Mamin 
noted in May that trade between 
major eurasian hubs is predicted 
to increase by 1.5 times, from 
$800 billion in 2014 to $1.2 tril-
lion by 2020. Kazakhstan hopes 
for 8 percent of that trade to be 
transported through its territory, 
KZT representatives first said in 
2013. 

Kazakhstan loosens 
domestic Antimonopoly laws

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

asTana – amendments to lib-
eralise Kazakh antimonopoly regu-
lation were signed into law May 5 
by President nursultan nazarbayev. 
Known as “On Introduction of 
amendments and additions to Cer-
tain Legislative acts of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan on natural Monopo-
lies and Regulated Markets” no. 
312-V, the law came into force on 
May 18 with some exceptions. 

antimonopoly approval is now 
required for acquisition of more than 
50 percent of the shares in a joint 
stock company or participatory in-
terests in a limited liability partner-
ship. Before the amendments were 
enacted, approval was required for 
acquisition of more than 25 percent. 

The establishment of a legal entity 

no longer requires antimonopoly ap-
proval executed by the Committee 
for Regulation of natural Monopo-
lies and Protection of Competition of 
the Ministry of national economy.

In addition, approval of the anti-
monopoly committee is no longer 
required for transactions evaluated 
as economic concentration if the 
transactions are specifically named 
in Kazakh laws, decrees of the Presi-
dent and/or resolutions of the gov-
ernment.

The period for reviewing an ap-
plication for antimonopoly approval 
is now 30 calendar days, rather than 
50, and the committee has only five 
business days to specify a period for 
provision of additional information 
and/or documents.

With the enforcement of the 
amendments, the antimonopoly com-

mittee is entitled to issue written 
warnings which will advise specific 
market players to refrain from actions 
that may lead to antimonopoly viola-
tion. such warnings may be issued 
when the antimonopoly committee 
does not have sufficient grounds to 
initiate a formal investigation, but 
the public statement of the market 
player, state authority or local execu-
tive authority implies that the market 
player’s intended conduct may lead 
to a violation of the regulations.

The antimonopoly committee 
must apply to law enforcement au-
thorities for assistance with the inves-
tigation it conducts against a market 
player. The committee has the right 
to forward the investigation materi-
als to the authorities to decide wheth-
er or not it has sufficient grounds to 
initiate a criminal investigation.

Innovative enterprises to be 20 
Percent of All Business by 2020 

By Kamila Zhumabayeva

asTana – By 2020, the share of 
innovative enterprises is expected to 
increase to 20 percent, announced 
Laura sadykova, deputy director 
of the department of Technological 
and Innovation development of the 
Ministry for Investment and devel-
opment on june 29. 

Their implementation is included 
in the second five-year plan of the 
state Programme of accelerated 
Industrial and Innovative develop-
ment (sPaIId) for 2015-2019. “We 
have set ourselves to ensure pro-
ductivity growth by creating bases 
for transition to innovation-driven 
economy as the main objective of 
the second five-year plan,” Sadyk-
ova stated. 

efforts will focus on integrated 
solutions in power engineering 
and utilities with alternative energy 
oriented to EXPO 2017, specified 
sadykova in a statement on Prime 
Minister’s official website. New 
materials are to include alloys with 
rare earth elements, robotics, auto-
mation of agricultural production, 
water management, bioinformat-
ics and bioengineering, intelligent 
transportation and data processing 
software. 

Measures aimed at reducing tech-
nological lag in metallurgy, petro-
chemicals, machinery, chemistry, 
construction and food industry are 
planned, according to sadykova.

Innovation clusters will be devel-
oped within the Plan of the nation 
and the introduction of their prod-

ucts should enhance the competi-
tiveness of businesses, said sadyk-
ova. at one such cluster in almaty, 
engineers combined Korean and 
Russian technologies, added do-
mestic savvy and made their own 
equipment, making their product 
better and cheaper than that of im-
ported analogues, reported Khabar 
news agency. One hundred and fifty 
companies including those in the 
fields of intelligent transportation, 
instrumentation and oil and gas are 
currently operating at the Park of 
Innovation Technologies (PIT) on 
the outskirts of almaty, the agency 
reported.

apart from Kazakh markets, the 
focus is also on the eurasian eco-
nomic Community, China, India, 
Malaysia, Vietnam and Iran, said 
sanzhar Kettebekov, CeO of the 
PIT autonomous fund cluster. “Two 
thousand jobs with highly skilled 
workers are created at the park 
now,” he said. It is also planned 
to involve advanced transnational 
companies and start-ups from the 
region to develop the innovation 
cluster , Khabar reported. 

The second five-year plan of in-
dustrialisation identifies six priority 
areas, including oil refining, smelt-
ing, food and chemical industries, 
as well as production of industrial 
equipment and building materials, 
President nursultan nazarbayev 
stated in his speech on Industrialisa-
tion day on july 2. “The programme 
is based on the cluster approach and 
we tried to keep in mind lessons 
learned and based on the experience 

of the first five-year plan,” said Naz-
arbayev.

The President stressed the need 
to increase efficiency and produc-
tivity of existing enterprises by 
introducing modernisation of lean 
production, robotics and automa-
tion as well. nazarbayev noted the 
importance of the creation and de-
velopment of emerging industries 
in Kazakhstan industries such as car 
production.

nazarbayev said that industri-
alisation is essential to the country’s 
economic policy, which aims to join 
the 30 most advanced countries of 
the world. In the first five years of 
industrialisation, nearly $33 billion 
in direct foreign investment was at-
tracted to Kazakhstan and half of it 
came through the sPaIId, the Presi-
dent noted in the speech.

a number of facilities, built with-
in the new Industrialisation Map 
programme and nurly Zhol new 
economic policy were officially 
launched during a televised confer-
ence with Kazakhstan regions. In 
addition, the “Made in Kazakhstan” 
project and existing manufacturing 
facilities have been showcased.

according to the President, the 
next phase of industrialisation aims 
to redouble its efforts toward tech-
nological gains, and as a result of 
those efforts, the share of non-ener-
gy exports must double by 2025 and 
triple by 2040. These will be fueled 
by development of nazarbayev uni-
versity and the Park of Innovation 
Technologies – Kazakhstan’s two 
leading innovation clusters.

Prime Minister of Kazakhstan Karim Massimov (C) and Prime Minister of India narendra Modi at the Kazakh-Indian 
Business Forum on July 7. 

YelUBAYeV: “The 
partnership with 
dHl will not only 
accelerate our pace 
towards achieving this 
goal but will also help 
us serve multinational 
corporations with 
regional needs in 
these high-potential 
markets.”
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Rehabilitation of 
Rural Areas needed 
to ensure Country’s 

Competitiveness
International trade shows that 

prosperity has rarely, if ever, been 
achieved or sustained with-
out trade. It also plays a role in 

many other domains, including jobs, 
the environment and the fight against 
poverty.  

To this regard, after nearly 20 years 
of negotiations, the final step before 
Kazakhstan becomes a World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) member would be 
the ratification of the accession package 
by the nation’s Parliament by Oct. 31. 
The country will become a full-fledged 
member 30 days after it notifies the 
WTO of the ratification. 

as part of the accession negotiations, 
Kazakhstan concluded 29 bilateral 
market access agreements on goods and 
15 on services. On goods, the country 
has undertaken tariff concessions and 
commitments that bind tariff rates for all 
products on average at 6.1 percent. For 
agricultural products, the average is 7.6 
percent; for non-agricultural products, 
5.9 percent.

“The conclusion of Kazakhstan’s 
accession is a tribute to the untiring ef-
forts of the government of Kazakhstan, 
as well as to the WTO and its mem-
bers. The high quality of the accession 
package will accelerate Kazakhstan’s 
integration into the global trading sys-
tem and provide a boost to Kazakhstan’s 
economy for years to come. I particu-
larly want to congratulate President 
nazarbayev and Minister aitzhanova 
for their key roles in concluding these 
negotiations. as President nazarbayev 
has said, it is an ‘historic’ moment. I 
look forward to welcoming Kazakh-
stan as a member of the WTO very 
soon,”said WTO director General 
Roberto azevêdo.

On one hand, some can argue that 
under WTO rules, when trade is fully 
liberalised, a number of our sectors with 
a low competitive edge will either cease 
to exist or be re-orientated. On the other 
hand, accession to WTO is one of the 
major priorities of the government’s 
policy aimed at full integration into 
the world economy through enhancing 
competitiveness and diversification of 
the national economy and making a fair 
contribution to world economic welfare.

The public needs to be informed 
about the course and results of WTO 
negotiations, as well as about potential 
or existing problems. WTO rules will 
affect us all: consumers and producers, 
exporters and importers. The more the 
public is aware of WTO requirements, 
the more opportunities it will have to be 
ready for them.

The history of mankind is related to 
the evaluation of trade. International 
trade was limited to the most expensive 
commodities when transportation was 
difficult, although there was no limita-
tion on theories and economic systems 
on supporting free trade since adam 
smith’s “Wealth of nations.” Global 
trade is almost three times larger than 
the level of the early 1950s and the past 
few decades have experienced impor-
tant changes that reshaped the global 
trade landscape.

The structure of trade has been 
characterised by a rising share of higher 
technology goods. This is another fea-
ture of the period. The contribution 
of high and medium-high technology 
exports such as machinery and trans-
port equipment increased, whereas that 

of lower technology products such as 
textiles declined. Technology-intensive 
export structures generally offer better 
prospects for future economic growth. 
Trade in high-technology products tends 
to grow faster than average and has 
larger spillover effects on skills.

If the country is not in a position to 
offer higher technology goods, how 
can it take advantage of membership in 
the world global trade system? david 
Ricardo, one of the most influential of 
the classical economists, argued there is 
mutual national benefit from trade even 
if one country is more competitive in 
every area than its trading counterpart 

and that a nation should concentrate 
resources only on industries where it has 
a comparative advantage.

The advantages of Kazakhstan’s 
membership in WTO, however, are of 
a more distant, long-term nature and 
therefore are not very obvious, while the 
downsides will quickly and painfully 
affect the entire domestic economy. The 
possible negative consequences are a 
considerable downturn in production in 
a number of sectors, weighty financial 
losses such as a reduction in customs 
revenues to the budget, weakening of 
the financial and banking system due 
to low capitalisation, threats to national 
and food security due to loss of control 
over certain markets transferred to 
foreign companies, growth of unem-
ployment and an influx of cheap foreign 
foodstuffs. Moreover, several vitally 
important sectors might be suffer from 
foreign competition if no protective 
measures are taken. These are agricul-
ture, light industry, food production, 
engineering and production of construc-
tion materials, among others. Let’s 
provide one sector as an example.

Kazakhstan has passed a three-year 
programme for rehabilitating rural areas 
and this is a crucial step forward. Over 40 
billion tenge (us$214.2 million) per year 
could make a considerable improvement 
to our agricultural situation. according to 
the Kazakh leader, today, agriculture is 
one of the priority sectors of the country, 
which should be a “stable element of 
economic growth.” The government of 
Kazakhstan marked three priorities for 
rural development: ensuring food self-
sufficiency, increasing agricultural pro-
duction for export and creating a “decent 
environment” in rural areas. 

Taking into account all those meas-
ures, still the funds allocated by the 
state must grow, given that the material 
and technical base of this sector is in a 
poor state. The size of the state subsi-
dies provided to the agricultural sector 
covers only 8 percent of the prime cost 
of farm produce. In Europe, this figure 
is five times higher. Therefore, there is a 
need to stipulate far greater state support 
for agriculture during the last couple of 
months before WTO membership. For 
example, the annual Russian subsidies 
to agriculture stand at around $1 billion 
and Russia is insisting on increasing the 
figure to $16 billion.

as trade barriers go down, exporters 
reduce prices, capturing a larger market 
share and increasing exports. Trade lib-
eralisation via WTO should raise trade 
volumes by increasing both margins 
of trade. Kazakhstan’s membership in 
WTO should be as painless as possible 
and, what is most important, it should 
play a positive part in ensuring stable 
economic growth.

Astana Is 
Powerful symbol 
of Kazakhstan’s 

Progress

Creating a successful new 
capital city is an enor-
mous challenge. Putting 
the physical infrastruc-

ture in place is, of course, highly 
complex, requiring vision, detailed 
planning and commitment. But 
ensuring that the new capital moves 
from being an artificial creation to 
a city with a life of its own and a 
natural place within the country is 
an even bigger task.  

Brazil, which replaced Rio de 
janeiro with Brasilia as its capital 
in 1961, is widely regarded as the 
country which has managed this 
best. Brasilia now has a population 
fast approaching three million on a 
site which 60 years ago was barren 
land. What is even more striking is 
how the original vision behind its 
creation has been adopted and then 
adapted by its inhabitants. 

as one of the world’s young-
est capitals, astana is, of course, 
much younger than Brasilia, having 
only held the status for 17 years. It 
is not yet the finished article, but 
what has been achieved has been 
truly remarkable. a new political, 
economic and cultural powerhouse 
has risen.   

unsurprisingly, not everyone was 
confident of this success when the 
decision was made on july 6, 1994, 
that the capital should eventually 
be moved from almaty to what 
was then called akmola. It was, 
after all, a huge enterprise for a 
young country which faced many 
other challenges. Foreign diplomats 
were just some of those wary of the 
switch. 

yet the decision was not just a 
statement about the ambition of 
Kazakhstan, but had many practi-
cal advantages. For the first time, it 
placed the capital close to the centre 
of the country. There was plenty of 
space to grow, something geogra-
phy made much more difficult in 
almaty. and unlike Brasilia which 
was built from scratch, the new cap-
ital was based on a 270,000-strong 
town with more than 150 years of 
continued settlement history as an 
important regional centre in north 
and Central Kazakhstan.   

It was in May 1998 that akmola 
was renamed astana which, as 
many of our readers know, means 
“the capital” in Kazakh. a few 
weeks later, the city was officially 
presented to the world as Kazakh-
stan’s new capital. july 6 is marked 
with annual astana day festivities.   

There is a great deal to celebrate. 
envisioned and masterminded by 
President nursultan nazarbayev, 
who invented the whole idea and 
managed to persuade the Parlia-
ment and the nation of its feasibil-
ity, astana has been transformed in 
an extraordinarily short time from 
a provincial city to Central asia’s 
major political, economic, and tour-
ist centre. 

Carefully planned, it is home to 
landmark buildings designed by 
many prominent architects such as 
norman Foster, Manfredi nicoletti 
and Kise Kurokawa. The spectacu-
lar cityscape they created vividly 

represents the mix of cultures found 
within our borders, our position 
between europe and asia and the 
rising influence and status of Ka-
zakhstan in the world.    

With a population that tripled in 
18 years, from 270,000 in 1996 to 
over 850,000 in 2014, astana is 
already the country’s second largest 
city. It is forecast that the number 
of people living and working in the 
capital will before long pass one 
million. In the early years, the rise 
in population was largely a result of 
astana’s role as the country’s new 
political and administrative centre. 
But it is the city’s economic success 
which will contribute most to its 
future growth.  

astana is already home to over 
70 major enterprises and many 
thousands of fast-growing small and 
medium-sized businesses. Foreign 
firms, attracted by the benefits of 
the free economic zone, are increas-
ingly investing in the city and look-
ing to form long-term partnerships. 
ambitious plans and incentives to 
develop the astana International 
Financial Centre are already being 
put in place. 

The city’s universities have 
helped to position astana as a 
promising hub for hi-tech and 
knowledge industries. It is a reputa-
tion which eXPO 2017, through 
its focus on future energy, will only 
enhance. The event is seeing new 
investment in the city’s transport 
infrastructure, while the eXPO site 
is being carefully planned to leave a 
legacy of a vibrant new quarter for 
astana with new homes, workplac-
es and academic buildings. 

For a capital city to truly prosper, 
it must offer more than politics 
and commerce. astana is home to 
remarkable cultural venues that 
showcase the rich history of the 
country and see regular perfor-
mances by leading Kazakh and 
international artists. In addition to 
the top-line venues, there is also 
more to see and experience every 
month. astana, not surprisingly, 
does not yet have the history or 
lively cultural tradition of the much-
longer established almaty, but it is 
catching up fast. It is a magnet for 
the young and talented and they 
are helping shape an increasingly-
attractive place to live. Kazakhstan 
is fortunate – and unique in the 
region – in having in almaty and 
astana two such major international 
cities within its borders. That will 
undoubtedly be one of a number of 
nazarbayev’s indisputable legacies 
for the Kazakh nation.

although astana day will per-
haps be recognised most enthusi-
astically in the city, it is a national 
celebration. There are events across 
Kazakhstan to mark the anniversary. 
astana is the whole country’s prop-
erty in which everyone, wherever 
they live, takes pride. It is a physical 
symbol of the modern, dynamic and 
influential country that the Kazakh 
people are creating together and 
how, with boldness, ambition and 
determination, all challenges can be 
overcome.

100 steps 
Programme 

Matches Ambition 
with a Practical 

Roadmap
It does not matter who 

you are or what position 
you hold: bold ambitions 
are never enough on their 

own. They always have to 
be matched with a practical 
programme to achieve your 
goals. as many people know, 
setting a target to lose weight, 
for example, doesn’t work un-
less coupled with real changes 
to diets and exercise.     

Governments and coun-
tries have far more complex 
and important challenges to 
overcome, but can’t escape 
the same remorseless logic. 
national goals need to be 
coupled with well thought-out 
measures to achieve them, 
which then have to be put into 
practice. such plans also need 
to be robust enough to cope 
with the inevitable bumps on 
the road.   

no one can fault Kazakh-
stan for lack of ambition. The 
over-arching goal of join-
ing the ranks of the top 30 
developed countries by 2050 
shows a country which has set 
its sights very high. Indeed, 
without remembering all 
that has been achieved since 
independence, it might seem a 
pretty impractical target. But 
continuing this impressive 
progress is no means certain, 
particularly given the worsen-
ing global outlook. all coun-
tries, including Kazakhstan, 
are being buffeted by strong 
geopolitical and economic 
headwinds.   

This is why President 
nursultan nazarbayev’s Plan 
of the nation “100 Concrete 
steps” programme, unveiled 
soon after his re-election in a 
landslide nearly two months 
ago, is so critical to the 
country’s future. It sets out de-
tailed, specific measures to de-
liver wide-ranging institution-
al change in five areas seen as 
the essential foundation for 
sustained progress. The aim is 
to ensure that the country can 
both chart its way through the 
current turbulent conditions 
and arrive as planned at the 
final destination.   

It is a remarkably compre-
hensive reform agenda which 
will see the transformation of 
every sector and every area of 
society. a more effective, pro-
fessional civil service which 
works better for citizens and 
the country will be shaped. 
The corrupt and the incompe-
tent will be rooted out through 
better recruitment, monitoring 
and training. Public sector pay 
will be linked more closely to 
performance to encourage a 
much closer focus on out-
comes. 

Kazakhstan, too, will see the 
rule of law further strength-
ened through a more expert 
and impartial judiciary with 
better trained and account-
able police. The expansion 
of trial by jury will increase 
both the role of the citizen and 
his or her trust in the process. 
so, too, will the creation of 
local police forces which can 
respond to the priorities of the 
communities they serve. 

such reforms to improve the 
rule of law will also help pro-
tect the rights of investors and 
increase the stake of citizens 
in their society. The rise of the 

middle class, the growth of 
agile small and medium-sized 
businesses and Kazakhstan’s 
openness to foreign invest-
ment and partnerships, excep-
tional within the wider region, 
have been major factors in the 
country’s economic success 
and increasing prosperity. 

There are a raft of practi-
cal, targeted measures within 
the 100 steps programme to 

support new investment and 
diversification and encour-
age entrepreneurship.  The 
creation of an international 
financial centre in Astana, 
backed again with concrete 
steps, such as the introduction 
of the english law as the law 
of the centre, was another eye-
catching initiative. streamlin-
ing customs regulations and 
improving and modernising 
transport links will help boost 
trade and drive economic 
growth. 

The 100 steps initiative also 
contains important measures 
to further improve the cohe-
siveness of the country’s soci-
ety. Kazakhstan’s strong sense 
of unity has been one of the 
main reasons for its success in 
an often-troubled region. The 
switch wherever possible to 
e-government will also be has-
tened to improve services and 
accountability. This will also 
help increase the effectiveness 
of the battle against corruption 
in all forms which the govern-
ment has rightly made one of 
its main concerns. To imple-
ment the programme in full, 
it is expected the government 
will introduce more than 100 
draft bills to the Parliament 
this autumn, a striking number 
by any standard.

Launching the programme, 
President nazarbayev said it 
was not just a detailed action 
plan for the country in the 
months and years ahead, but 
also a checklist to monitor 
progress. He told the astana 
economic Forum that he 
wanted the government and 
country to be judged against 
how well it was doing against 
the 100 steps. It was the clear-
est signal he could have given 
to his citizens and to Kazakh-
stan’s foreign partners that 
the country has embarked on 
another stage in its develop-
ment. 

Kazakhstan and its citizens 
have witnessed remarkable 
change over the last 24 years. 
But with this plan, those guid-
ing the country’s fortunes have 
shown they are determined to 
achieve far more. It may have 
been drawn up as a response 
to the worsening geo-political 
and economic conditions, 
but the sights have remained 
focused on the long-term 
goals for the country. Good 
intentions are being backed by 
detailed plans and determined 
action. 

some can argue that under wTO rules, when trade is 
fully liberalised, a number of our sectors with a low 
competitive edge will either cease to exist or be re-
orientated. On the other hand, accession to wTO is 
one of the major priorities of the government’s policy 
aimed at full integration into the world economy 
through enhancing competitiveness and diversification 
of the national economy and making a fair contribution 
to world economic welfare.

national goals need 
to be coupled with 
well thought-out 
measures to achieve 
them, which then 
have to be put into 
practice. 
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Kazakh Presidential Reforms Outline Modernisation 
Trend for Other CIs Countries

By Abzal Kassymov

Kazakhstan has entered a new 
phase of development – institution-
al transformation. Intensive work 
within the five institutional reforms 
and Plan of the nation of 100 con-
crete steps initiated by President 
nursultan nazarbayev has started. 
These reforms and the work around 
them are being closely monitored 
by both domestic and foreign ex-
perts. If the political elite has an 
understanding of the need of the 
announced reforms, the social com-
munity still has questions, which 
will be addressed by director of the 
Kazakhstan Institute for strategic 
studies erlan Karin.

President nursultan naz-
arbayev has already launched 
several modernisation pro-
grammes. In terms of political in-
terests, why would he institute a 
new set of reforms?

In world political history, it was 
national leaders who put forward 
programmes that set the fairway 
of successful development of their 
countries. It is no coincidence that 
in the five institutional reforms of 
the President you can see parallels 
with such programmes as the six 
arrows of atatürk, three step strat-
egy of deng Xiaoping and seven 
principles of Lee Kuan yew. ... . 
nazarbayev has repeatedly demon-
strated the ability not only to timely 

formulate a new agenda, but also 
drastically implement successful re-
forms. In fact, the five institutional 
reforms programme is a continua-
tion of nazarbayev’s reformative 
course. This time, implementation 
of new radical and far-reaching re-
forms will ensure the country’s tran-
sition to new standards of quality of 
life and performance of the state and 
society.

Personally, I get confused when 
five reforms and Mangilik El are 
mentioned simultaneously as a 
concept. which one is a priority?

Mangilik el is an ideological 
platform which serves as a founda-
tion for the five reforms. In fact, the 
concept of Mangilik el will be a set 
of basic values   of our society found 
during the modern times of our in-
dependence. The main fundamental 
value of Mangilik el is strength-
ening independence. Therefore, 

the five reforms is not just a new 
programme of development of the 
country; in a sense, it is a strategic 
doctrine that incorporates a system 
of priorities, goals and values   of 
the new Kazakhstan, which can be 
called the doctrine of nazarbayev.

The goals for further develop-
ment are set, the priorities are 
identified. What’s next?

The President has not only ini-
tiated a plan of reforms, but also 
suggested development of a spe-
cific and precise algorithm of its 
implementation, which is Plan of 
the nation consisting of 100 con-
crete steps. and this is only the 
first stage of implementation of the 
presidential programme, as each 
declared step will require different 
kinds of other changes and innova-
tions; in other words, it will result 
in snowballing reforms and trans-
formation of both a local and uni-
versal nature. 

Today, the very intense and hard 
work of the national Modernisa-
tion Commission is being managed 
within the working groups. Hun-
dreds of analytical and research 
centres, as well as non-governmen-
tal organisations, are being attracted 
to their work. For several hours, 
every step, each proposed measure 
is being discussed in detail and all 
of them are considered from the 
perspective of the Organisation for 
economic Co-operation and devel-

opment (OeCd) standards in terms 
of quality of life and transition to a 
new level of public services. The 
stated goal of joining 30 developed 
countries is not an ultimate goal. 
We set the bar not for the status to 
become a member of some group 
of leading states, but to indicate the 
further steps and achieve the con-
crete results of the reforms.

In the context of the five re-
forms, there is a lot of information 
about reform in public adminis-
tration. In terms of attractiveness, 
of course such rhetoric is advan-
tageous, but how realistic it is to 
conduct modernisation of state 
apparatus?

yes, you’re right. a big part of 
Plan of the nation is aimed at mod-
ernisation of state apparatus and 
consequently at improving the qual-
ity of management. Also, signifi-
cant measures are aimed at the for-
mation of transparent government, 
strengthening of public control over 
the work of government bodies and 
expansion of the area of responsi-
bility of civil society. such a strong 
emphasis on reforming public in-
stitutions is not accidental; today, 
many experts are unanimous in their 
opinion that success of economic 
reforms and overall development 
of the country is largely caused by 
an effective model of governance 
which acts as the main condition for 
success of the reforms. Therefore, 

one of the key principles of the five 
reforms is accountable, transparent 
and efficient government. In other 
words, in the first place authorities 
would be interested in this as an ini-
tiator of the modernisation project.

Isn’t there a risk to launching 
a modernisation project amid 
economic challenges and political 
tension??

Institutional reforms are aimed 
not only at introduction of new 
standards, but are also as a response 
by Kazakhstan to consistent and 
fundamental changes taking place 
in the world. new challenges in 
world politics and economics are 
quite serious, even fateful. In fact, 
currently a new world order, as well 
as an algorithm of its performance, 
is being defined and laid as well. 
Therefore, the chosen model of re-
flection today will determine the fu-
ture situation of any state. 

Promotion of the five presidential 
reforms creates a completely new 
agenda for Kazakhstan and quite an 
attractive trend for modernisation 
throughout the post-soviet space. 
Hence the strong feedback we get 
from foreign experts and politicians, 
especially Russian ones. I get a lot 
of different offers from various for-
eign think tanks and political funds 
to take part in one or another con-
ference, forum or symposium and 
every time my colleagues ask me to 
talk about the new reforms of nur-

sultan nazarbayev. In other words, 
the interest is very high and not only 
in connection with the interest in 
our country, but especially in terms 
of learning and using Kazakhstan’s 
experience in modernisation.

wouldn’t it be easier to pre-
serve the status quo and look at 
modernisation during better ex-
ternal conditions?

On the contrary, the new reforms, 
even though it may sound pomp-
ous, are a historic opportunity. It 
is therefore important to under-
stand the ideology of the reforms 
and their meaning. speaking about 
today’s fateful moment, nursul-
tan nazarbayev stressed that “the 
time of global changes gives each 
country a choice: either you choose 
reforms or devolution and down-
grading. and only those will stand 
through the time of changes with 
dignity which are capable of self-
renewal and reforms.” In this con-
text, the five institutional reforms 
of the President are based on an 
understanding of the logic of global 
processes and express the aspiration 
of Kazakhstan to become part of the 
open world. It is no coincidence that 
reforms involve emphasis on devel-
opment of the trilingual concept and 
modernisation of education and the 
science system; these all will pro-
vide Kazakh society with mobility 
and dynamism. In other words, the 
new agenda suggested by nursultan 
nazarbayev is to stimulate a pow-
erful spurt of modernisation of our 
country.

This interview first appeared in 
the liter newspaper and is trans-
lated and reprinted here with per-
mission.

when disaster strikes, women and Girls Are the Backbone of Resilience
By dr. Babatunde Osotimehin

World Population day 2015 re-
minds us that women and girls are 
particularly vulnerable in humani-
tarian emergencies – but also play an 
active role in helping their commu-
nities cope with the effects of disas-
ter. This should be reflected in strong 
recommendations at the upcoming 
World Humanitarian summit Re-
gional Consultation in dushanbe 
later this month.  

Ishwari dangol spent 12 hours 
trying to pull her seven-year-old son 
from the rubble of the massive earth-
quake that shook nepal in april. she 
was seven months pregnant at the 
time, and has since struggled to ac-
cess antenatal care and cope with her 
son’s tragic death. 

Ishwari’s experience shows just 
how vulnerable women are when 
natural disasters strike. yet their 
specific needs are often ignored in 
crises. 

We don’t know when the next 
disaster will occur, or where. But 
we do know that the frequency and 
impact of natural catastrophes are 

on the rise globally, with the asia 
and Pacific region highly prone to 
earthquakes, floods, landslides and 
drought. This is why it is crucial for 
governments across this vast region 
to urgently get their preparedness 
systems up to speed. We have seen 
far too often how disaster risk reduc-
tion strategies have failed and how 
ill-prepared countries have slipped 
into a state of full-on emergency 
where lives are at even greater risk 
and the most basic needs are not met. 

World Population day, july 11, is 
a timely opportunity to highlight the 
role, needs and rights of women and 
girls in emergency preparedness and 
disaster response.

natural disasters magnify the vul-

nerabilities and needs of women and 
girls. Pregnant women fear for their 
health and that of their unborn ba-
bies and wonder if they will deliver 
safely, as health centres and other 
key infrastructure may be destroyed, 
overcrowded, or inaccessible. 
skilled birth attendants and emer-
gency obstetrics care often become 
scarce or unavailable. In fact, an 
estimated 60 percent of all maternal 
deaths occur in emergency settings.

during crisis situations, women 
and girls are at much greater risk of 
reproductive health problems, sexu-
al abuse and other forms of gender-
based violence, forced marriage and 
even death. Worldwide, women and 
children are estimated to be up to 14 
times more likely than men to die in 
a disaster.

For women and girls, part of be-
ing safe during humanitarian crises 
– whether natural disasters or man-
made conflicts – means ensuring 
safe birth, safety from unintended 
pregnancy, and protection from vio-
lence.

Placing the protection and health 
of women and girls at the centre of 

humanitarian response also makes 
communities more resilient and 
helps with recovery. Time and again, 
women, including young women, 
rise to the challenge of sustaining 
their households during difficult 
times and are often at the forefront 
of responding to disasters in their 
communities.    

ensuring their health and safety 
is not only a moral obligation; it is a 
strategic investment in disaster risk 
reduction that improves the rights of 
individuals and strengthens the resil-
ience of nations. 

For these reasons, the interna-
tional community agreed at the un 
General assembly last year that ba-
sic health measures during humani-
tarian emergencies should include 
sexual and reproductive health ser-
vices to save the lives of women, 
girls and newborns. This was re-
inforced in the sendai Framework 
for disaster Risk Reduction, which 
charts the way forward for the next 
15 years.

now, as governments, civil so-
ciety representatives and other hu-
manitarian actors from Central and 

south asia gather in dushanbe on 
july 28-30 for the last regional con-
sultation ahead of the 2016 World 
Humanitarian summit in Istanbul, 
we must ensure that the needs of 
women and girls are prioritised in 
emergency preparedness plans and 
humanitarian response in the region 
and beyond. 

national governments and local 
authorities can do a lot in this regard. 

engaging women and young peo-
ple, as well as all vulnerable popu-
lations, as partners in preparedness 
planning is crucial. 

Being prepared also means know-
ing where populations are and what 
their vulnerabilities are. The collec-
tion and analysis of population data, 
disaggregated by sex and age, must 
be strengthened so that humanitar-
ian interventions reach all people in 
need, especially the most vulnerable 
and under-served. 

setting up appropriate coordi-
nation mechanisms to guarantee 
the delivery of a minimum initial 
service package for reproductive 
health is another important aspect of 
preparedness. This package should 

help prevent gender-based violence, 
assist survivors of sexual assault by 
providing psychosocial counselling 
and health interventions to reduce 
the risk of HIV and other sexu-
ally transmitted infections, and safe-
guard the health of pregnant women, 
new mothers and their infants. 

at the un Population Fund, we 
are expanding our capacity to pro-
vide these services in partnership 
with governments and civil soci-
ety – making sure that the rights 
and needs of the most vulnerable 
populations are at the forefront of 
humanitarian response to maintain 
their dignity, protect them from vio-
lence, and provide access to health 
services as quickly as possible when 
emergencies strike.

That is how we will ensure the 
health and safety of women and 
girls, and ultimately, the well-being 
and resilience of families, communi-
ties, countries and our world.

The author is of executive di-
rector the United nations Popula-
tion Fund and Under-secretary-
General of the United nations.

Astana’s Growth and development Mirror the nation’s 
By Marian Abisheva

One of the most significant 
achievements of independent Ka-
zakhstan was the birth of the new 
capital. Transfer of the capital 
opened a new page in Kazakh his-
tory, which marked the beginning of 
the economic growth and prosperity 
of the country.

The advantages of astana as the 
capital are determined by a number 
of factors, which include among oth-
ers the beneficial geographical loca-
tion in the central part of the country 
at the intersection of communication, 
transport, rail, road and air routes. 
In addition, the city has significant 
resources for future urban develop-
ment because of a large free area for 
settlement, as well as personnel and 
labour and industrial potential.

Compared to other world capitals, 
astana is still very young and has 
just started its development, but to-
day there is no doubt that the future 
of Kazakhstan is embodied in this 
city.

since the transfer of the capital, 
Astana has significantly expanded 
the geography of foreign economic 
relations and risen its trading and 
export potential, as clearly evidenced 
by the steady growth of foreign trade 
turnover in the city.

Currently, astana is in a phase of 
stable economic growth. Volumes of 
industrial production have increased 
as well as investment in capital con-
struction, housing, work on land-
scaping and gardening, collecting 
taxes and payments to the budget.

according to statistics, in 2013 the 
growth of industrial output in current 
prices reached 276.2 billion tenge 
($1.5 billion). Positive dynamics are 
observed in attracting investment. In 
only the first nine months of last year, 
investments in fixed assets amounted 
to 409.5 billion tenge ($2.2 billion), 
which is 16.4 percent higher than 
in the same period of 2013. astana-
new City, a special economic zone, 
is responsible for attracting profitable 
investments. It acts as a “free eco-
nomic zone,” used globally as a tool 
to stimulate investment in the region.

The introduction of economic in-
centives to encourage economic and 
business activity has led to a sharp 

increase in the construction industry. 
In 2013, about 1,100,000 square me-
tres of housing was commissioned in 
astana. High rates of development 
in the city provided a significant por-
tion of work not only for the local 
population, but also for specialists 
from other regions of Kazakhstan.

The transport and communication 
complex is developing steadily in 
astana; for instance, cargo turnover 
amounted to 110.2 percent in 2013 
compared to 2012, whereas passen-
ger turnover was 122 percent.

small business has been develop-
ing quite rapidly. The number of ac-
tive small and medium businesses in 
astana reached 46,970. 

In general, we observe that prod-
ucts and services in astana today 
are being produced, built and con-
sumed more intensively because of 
the growth of incomes. In 2013, the 
average nominal wage of employees 
reached 159,537 tenge ($862) per 
month, which is 7 percent of growth 
compared to 2012 and significantly 
exceeds the nationwide average.

development of the new capital 
and improvement of its socio-eco-
nomic situation has led to significant 
population growth. at the beginning 
of 2014, the total population of the 
capital exceeded 814,000 people, 
which is 36,000 more than in 2013.

In a short time period, astana, the 
rapidly growing modern city of the 
country, has already contributed a 
chapter in the history of the young 
independent state.

Today, the capital city is a sym-
bol of the progress and prosperity 
of the Kazakh people. Constructing 
and equipping the new capital has 
created a strong impetus for the re-
vival of industry, improvement of 
the competitive environment in the 
domestic market, increased invest-
ment attractiveness, revitalising 
small and medium-sized businesses 
and the formation of the new way 
of the country’s economy. The rapid 
transformation of astana is a visible 
symbol of the whole country as well 
as the evidence of the ability of Ka-
zakhstan to become one of the most 
advanced countries in the world.

The state capital is not just a “main 
city” which concentrated the levers 
of power. astana’s development is 
inextricably linked with and sym-
bolises the development of modern 
Kazakh statehood. astana, always 
being in the forefront of social and 
economic reforms in the country, has 
become the personification of the 
sovereignty of the state and the pride 
of every citizen of Kazakhstan who 
cares about the fate and progress of 
the country. There is no doubt that 

the rapid development of astana 
now and in the future will be one of 
the most important factors determin-
ing the competitiveness of Kazakh-
stan in the international arena.

a distinctive feature of the city, be-
sides the fact that astana has recently 
rapidly increased its socio-economic 
indicators, is that the capital has al-
ready been officially recognised as a 
cultural, intellectual, information and 
innovation centre of Kazakhstan.

astana is becoming a major cultural 
centre in eurasia, too. The city’s cul-
tural life is represented by such artistic 
institutions as the state Philharmonic 
Hall, the Museum of Modern art, 
Kuanyshbayev Kazakh Music and 
drama Theatre, Gorky Russian dra-
ma Theatre and others. In 2013, the 
state Opera and Ballet Theatre astana 
Opera was opened, the architectural 
excellence and technical capabilities 
of which are on a par with world fa-
mous opera houses. In addition, since 
last year the Library of the First Presi-
dent of Kazakhstan, was opened.

There are more than 20 national 
and cultural centres in the formation 
and strengthening of ideas of spiritu-
al unity, friendship of peoples, edu-
cation of Kazakhstan patriotism and 
interethnic and interreligious har-
mony. The new capital is the heart of 
eurasia, a place where cultures and 

traditions intertwine, where peace 
and harmony between people of dif-
ferent backgrounds and faiths strive. 

since 2003, astana has annually 
hosted the Congress of Leaders of 
World and Traditional Religions, thus 
demonstrating a high level of toler-
ance in the country. Hosted at the 
astana Palace of Peace and Harmony, 
it became a symbol of inter-ethnic and 
inter-confessional stability and a high 
level of harmony and friendship be-
tween the peoples of Kazakhstan. Re-
flecting the unity of religions and eth-
nic groups and cultures, the pyramidal 
shape represents a high and noble idea 
– a dialogue of civilisations and rap-
prochement between people of differ-
ent cultures and religions. 

In the post-soviet space, astana 
is the only example of a newly-built 
capital. This is a step that represents 
the willingness to take on track the 
achievement that speaks about our 
successes better than words.

We are now witnessing how the 
new capital opens up new opportuni-
ties for economic development and 
welfare growth.

The author is a Phd in political 
science and an analyst at the li-
brary of the First President of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan – leader 
of the nation.

erlan Karin
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Malaysian Ambassador seeks to Build national 
economic, Personal Connections with Kazakhstan 

By Michelle witte

asTana – despite the ge-
ography that separates them, 
Kazakhstan and Malaysia are 
natural partners, with much in 
common – like relatives sepa-
rated by a continent, Malaysian 
ambassador to Kazakhstan dato’ 
Hidayat abdul Hamid says. 

“Malaysia and Kazakhstan 
are similar in many senses,” he 
said in an interview on june 23. 
“While we embrace modernity, 
many traditional family values, 
such as respect for elders and old 
customs, are still being practised 
by our communities.” 

They are also multicultural, 
multiconfessional, predominant-
ly Muslim nations with popu-
lations living in harmony, he 
noted. “I think Kazakhstan is a 
model of religious tolerance and 
ethnic harmony, just like Ma-
laysia.” While extremists are at-
tempting to hijack Islam, he said, 
Kazakhstan and Malaysia stand 
as examples of moderation.  

The countries have a history of 
cooperation in education, with 
Malaysia a favourite destination 
for Kazakh students travelling 
abroad for higher education and 
other courses of study. “Human 
capital development is an im-
portant area of our cooperation. 
apart from university students 
and youth undergoing english 

language and other short term 
training, the Malaysian Techni-
cal Cooperation Programme has 
offered training courses in many 
fields to Kazakh officials,” he 
said. Thousands of Kazakh stu-
dents have passed through these 
and other programmes.

These courses, in addition to 
their technical merits, bind the 
countries through the human 
contacts they build. “When I 
first arrived in Kazakhstan, one 
of my first courtesy calls was on 
the deputy foreign minister at 
the Ministry of Foreign affairs,” 
Hamid recalled. “To my surprise, 
the gentleman that I called upon 
was a colleague from when we 
both took an International dip-
lomatic Course at the Institute 
of diplomacy and Foreign Rela-
tions in Kuala Lumpur in 1993!”

Malaysia is not the first nation 
you would imagine stepping in 

to offer support and educational 
outreach to newly independ-
ent Kazakhstan, but in this, too, 
the countries have something 
in common. “Malaysia played 
an important role in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, in Palestinian is-
sues, in south africa during the 
apartheid period,” Hamid said. 
“We always like to contribute 
in whatever way we can. I think 
this is similar to what Kazakhs 
are doing now,” he said, noting 
the country’s work on nuclear 
non-proliferation, nuclear secu-
rity, interfaith dialogue and re-
gional stability. 

“If you can help to achieve 
world peace, why not?” he said. 
“you contribute in any small 
manner and eventually you 
hope you can attain [these great 
goals].”

despite their similarities, and 
their close government-to-gov-
ernment contacts – Hamid notes 
that the two leaders are “just a 
phone call away,” and that such 
calls are made regularly – this 
has not translated into bilateral 
trade that reflects their true po-
tential, he said. One of his pri-
mary goals here is to change 
that. “My mission is to enhance 
economic relations between both 
countries, to promote more busi-
ness and trade, to match poten-
tial investors and businesses,” he 
said. 

To that end, Malaysia opened 
a trade office in almaty in april, 
which it has combined with its 
existing tourism office. The am-
bassador hopes having a per-
manent presence here will help 
spread the word to Kazakh busi-
ness owners about the possibil-
ity of working with Malaysia 
and help bring more potential 
partners together. “We hope to 
actively participate in more trade 
shows and organise Malaysian 
trade exhibitions to promote Ma-
laysian products and services” to 
Kazakhstan’s attractive market, 
he said. 

already, delegations are arriv-
ing. a recent mission saw rep-
resentatives from Malaysia’s oil 
and gas sector travel to Kazakh-
stan. “It was a small mission, but 
it was an eye opener,” Hamid 
said. “Malaysia in south asia is 
fast becoming a hub for the oil 
and gas industry … so we see 
that there are a lot of things that 
can complement each other. On 
the last mission, quite a number 
of companies met their counter-
parts.”

Malaysia’s oil and gas service 
providers, including small busi-
nesses, could find a lot of poten-
tial in Kazakhstan, the ambassa-
dor noted. 

The country is also ahead of 
the curve in diversifying extrac-
tive industries here, he said. a 

Malaysian company operating 
two fields in aktau is expanding 
into producing methanol and liq-
uid petroleum gas. “This is what 
Kazakhstan aspires to, to diver-
sify the industry further down-
stream. …  I’m happy that we 
could also contribute something 
here. That is another area with 
a lot of potential,” Hamid said. 
He also noted that Kazakhstan’s 
biggest cement factory, Central 
asia Cement, is majority owned 
by Malaysian investors, and is 
making a profit. 

The work that Kazakhstan is 
doing to improve its infrastruc-
ture and connectivity – building 
railways, roads and multimodal 
transportation hubs – will sup-
port increased trade, the ambas-
sador said. “I think this all will 
facilitate the movement of goods, 
especially from southeast asia. 
It’s a long, long way and the cost 
of transportation used to be very 
high,” he said. This will change 
as connectivity improves. and, 
of course, Malaysia hopes to 
get in on the action. “Malaysian 
companies are also interested in 
participating in highway con-
struction management, building 
houses and apartments, power 
generation, et cetera.”

The elimination of some ad-
ministrative barriers between the 
two countries was also a signifi-
cant recent step, the ambassador 

said, and was warmly welcomed. 
“We were very encouraged by 
the opening of the visa regime 
last year … we hope, and we feel 
quite sure, that it will be extend-
ed. … The effect, you can see 
clearly – there are more Malay-
sian companies coming here.” 

The ambassador hopes to en-
courage more tourism in both 
directions. Tourism from Ka-
zakhstan to Malaysia has been 
stagnant for the past few years, 
he reports, but there is still a 
steady stream of about 20,000 
people travelling from the steppe 
to the tropics each year. “We are 
increasing our tourism promo-
tion in Kazakhstan,” he said. 
“We opened our Tourism Malay-
sia office in almaty in October 
last year as a hub for Central 
asia.” Malaysia was also the 
country partner of the Kazakh-
stan International Tourism Fair 
in april 2015. Hamid hopes to 
encourage more Malaysians to 
visit Kazakhstan as well. 

despite the distance, Kazakhs 
and Malaysians are finding each 
other. “In the past years, many 
Kazakhs and Malaysians have 
married, including from influen-
tial families in both countries,” 
Hamid commented. “The high 
level of comfort and acceptance 
of both societies speak volumes 
about the potential for these un-
ions to benefit both countries.” 

Kazakhstan Continues 
liberalising Visa Regime, 
works to Facilitate eU 
entry for its Citizens

By Malika Orazgaliyeva

asTana – First deputy Minis-
ter of Foreign affairs of Kazakh-
stan Rapil Zhoshybayev said Ka-
zakhstan was both moving forward 
with further liberalisation of its visa 
regime for foreigners and working 
to facilitate travel for its own citi-
zens to european countries. 

“In accordance with the govern-
ment decree, the citizens of aus-
tralia, Hungary, Italy, Monaco, 
Belgium, spain, the netherlands, 
norway, sweden, Malaysia, the 
united arab emirates, singapore, 
the u.K., the u.s., Germany, Fin-
land, France, switzerland and ja-
pan will be exempted from visa 
requirements for up to 15 calendar 
days from the moment of crossing 
the state border of Kazakhstan in 
the period from july 16, 2015, until 
dec. 31, 2017,” Zhoshybayev an-
nounced on july 9 at a press con-
ference at the Central Communica-
tions service. 

during this period, citizens of 
the mentioned states holding all 
types of passports recognised by 
Kazakhstan may repeatedly enter, 
leave and transit through the terri-
tory of Kazakhstan without a visa 
for up to 15 days from crossing any 
state border open to international 

traffic. Moreover, the number of 
visits to Kazakhstan will not be 
limited, he explained. 

The registration of foreigners 
will be made directly at local bor-
der crossing points at the time of 
their entrance to the territory of 
Kazakhstan. 

according to Zhoshybayev, this 
initiative is aimed at strengthen-
ing Kazakhstan’s bilateral partner-
ships, as well as creating favourable 
conditions for potential investors, 
foreign businesses and tourists dur-
ing their stay in the country.

This project will also have a pos-
itive impact on the flow of foreign 
tourists during the major interna-
tional events planned for the next 
two years, among which are eXPO 
2017 and Winter universiade 2017, 
he added.

It was also announced that as of 
jan. 1, 2017, Kazakhstan plans to 
abolish visa requirements for citi-
zens of the 34 member states of the 
Organisation for economic Coop-
eration and development (OeCd), 
as well as the united arab emirates 
(uae), Malaysia and singapore. 

In May, President of Kazakhstan 
nursultan nazarbayev signed a 
decree on issues related to estab-
lishing the astana International Fi-
nancial Centre (aIFC), one of the 

points of which is the introduction 
of a visa-free regime for up to 30 
days for citizens of the OeCd and 
the three mentioned countries. 

“according to the action plan on 
implementation of the decree, in-
troduction of the visa-free regime 
for citizens of these countries is 
scheduled for jan. 1, 2017,” Zho-
shybayev said.

The establishment of the aIFC, 
which is to become a financial 
hub for the countries of the Com-
monwealth of Independent states 
(CIs), as well as all of West and 
Central asia, is planned to be cre-
ated using infrastructure built for 
eXPO 2017.

Today, the OeCd includes aus-
tralia, austria, Belgium, Canada, 
Chile, the Czech Republic, den-
mark, estonia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ice-
land, Ireland, Italy, Israel, japan, 
south Korea, Luxembourg, Mex-
ico, the netherlands, new Zea-
land, norway, Poland, slovakia, 
slovenia, Portugal, spain, sweden, 
switzerland, Turkey, the united 
Kingdom and the united states.

during the press conference, 
Zhoshybayev also revealed that the 
Ministry of Foreign affairs is cur-
rently negotiating with the europe-
an union to simplify visa require-
ments for Kazakh citizens.

In his words, the european side 
is also working in this direction and 
will be ready to conclude an agree-
ment with Kazakhstan on a simpli-
fied visa regime and readmission 
if the legislation of Kazakhstan 
is synchronised with european 
standards on illegal migration and 
organised crime, the return of per-
sons, border control management 
and combating drug trafficking, 
strengthening protective character-
istics of passports and protecting 
personal information stored in bio-
metric documents.

To this end, the Kazakh For-
eign Ministry has prepared a draft 
action Plan on visa facilitation 
between Kazakhstan and the eu. 
Currently, this plan is being re-
viewed by the government of Ka-
zakhstan, Zhoshybayev informed. 

$500 Million in Agreements 
signed, Investment Promoted 
during President’s Milan Visit 

By Malika Orazgaliyeva 

President of Kazakhstan nur-
sultan nazarbayev announced 
that his country will extend and 
expand the trial visa-free regime 
announced last year and due to 
end this july. now, citizens from 
20 countries will not need visas 
for short trips to Kazakhstan, he 
announced at a Kazakh-Italian 
business forum in Milan on june 
27. about 20 agreements for a to-
tal amount of $500 million were 
also signed at the forum. 

The Kazakh delegation headed 
by nazarbayev visited Milan to 
take part in a ceremony dedicated 
to the national day of Kazakh-
stan at eXPO Milano 2015 as 
well as to visit the business fo-
rum. The President also held bi-
lateral talks with Prime Minister 
of Italy Matteo Renzi.

delivering a speech at the busi-
ness forum, nazarbayev said, 
“Investors are given the oppor-
tunity to attract foreign labour 
without any quotas and permits. 
Besides, we have established a 
visa-free regime for investors 
from 10 countries, including Ita-
ly. From july 15, we will prolong 
the visa-free regime for inves-
tors, and extended it for another 
10 countries: switzerland, spain, 
Belgium, Hungary, Monaco, 
singapore, australia, norway, 
sweden and Finland. I think not 
many countries in the world can 
offer such beneficial conditions 
for investors.”

The eurasian economic union 
(eaeu) with an integrated sin-
gle market of 180 million people 
makes Kazakhstan attractive for 
investments, nazarbayev pointed 
out. The trade bloc of Kazakh-
stan, Russia, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan 
and armenia introduces a free 
movement of goods, capital, ser-
vices and workforce. Kazakhstan 
can be considered as a gate to the 
eaeu, he explained. 

nazarbayev noted that eXPO 
2017, which will be held in asta-
na in two years, will be a plat-
form for demonstrating the best 
world developments and trends 
in the energy sector.

“The exhibition will also give 
a powerful impetus to our fruit-
ful cooperation. I invite all of 
you to take part in eXPO 2017. 

I am confident that today’s fo-
rum is another important step to 
strengthen relations between Ka-
zakhstan and Italy,” the President 
said. 

Renzi stressed that in addition 
to economic cooperation, the two 
countries share the idea of   ensur-
ing world peace, understanding 
between peoples and cultural in-
teraction.

“It is important that all the 
countries of asia and europe 
work together in order to pro-
tect our planet from the extrem-
ism and religious fanaticism,” he 
said.

Renzi noted the need to use 
Italy and Kazakhstan’s trade 
potential in the agricultural and 
energy sectors, and suggested 
exchanging experiences between 
the students of higher education 
institutions.

Kazakhstan and Italy signed 
joint agreements in the agricul-
ture, food, textiles, oil and gas, 
machine building and construc-
tion sectors.

International expositions tra-
ditionally hold national day 
celebrations for the participat-
ing countries. This year, 110 out 
of 147 participating countries 
in eXPO Milano 2015 will host 
presentations. The national days 
of Turkmenistan, Morocco, ar-
gentina, Tunisia, Kyrgyzstan, 
and the u.K. have been already 
conducted since the opening of 
the exhibition  in early May.

At the flag-raising ceremony, 
nazarbayev and Italian Minister 
of agriculture, Food and For-
estry Policies Maurizio Martina 
gave speeches. 

after the ceremony, naz-
arbayev and Renzi visited Ka-
zakhstan’s pavilion. 

Following the programme, 
nazarbayev and Renzi moved to 
the Italian pavilion, where they 
visited the exhibition site and 
held negotiations. The parties 
discussed ways to strengthen bi-
lateral cooperation in the trade, 
economic, investment and ener-
gy sectors, as well as exchanged 
views on topical issues of the 
international agenda. after the 
completion of talks, the officials 
left their records in the guest 
book.

Government officials from 
Kazakhstan and Italy, including 
Foreign Minister of Kazakhstan 
erlan Idrissov, deputy Chair of 
Kazakhstan’s Mazhilis (lower 
chamber of Parliament) dariga 
nazarbayeva, Mayor of astana 
and Head of the national Com-
pany astana eXPO 2017 adilbek 
dzhaksybekov, Commissioner of 
eXPO 2017 Rapil Zhoshybayev, 
business community representa-
tives of two countries, as well 
as General secretary of the In-
ternational exhibitions Bureau 
Vicente Loscertales attended the 
events. 

Kazakhstan has taken part 
in the world expositions since 
2005, but this year the country’s 
pavilion occupies a special place. 
During the first two months of 
operation, it has drawn great in-
terest from tourists and guests of 
the exhibition.

The country’s pavilion, created 
by the Facts and Fiction, a com-
pany from Germany, is presented 
under the topic, “Kazakhstan is 
the country of opportunities.” 
according to the Italian media, 
Kazakhstan’s pavilion is in the 
top five most visited country ex-
positions. about 4,500 visitors 
attend the pavilion on a daily 
basis. Moreover, according to 
voting results provided by the 
popular Italian newspaper Rep-
publica, Kazakhstan’s pavilion is 
currently in second position after 
Colombia’s.

Kazakhstan’s exposition has 
been attended by prominent po-
litical and cultural figures in-
cluding the prince of Monaco, 
the prime minister of China, the 
ministers of economy of Germa-
ny and Hungary and the mayor of 
London.

The two-storey, 3,000 square-
metre building is divided into 
several exposition zones on vari-
ous subjects, such as ‘Land culti-
vation,’ ‘animal-husbandry,’ ‘In-
teresting facts about Kazakhstan,’ 
‘aquatic culture of Kazakhstan,’ 
‘Kazakhstan’s ecology’ and ‘ag-
riculture of the future.’

Visitors can get acquainted 
with nature conservation in the 
country, the culture of the coun-
try and the principles of sustain-
able development. 

First deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan Rapil Zhoshybayev 
discusses changes to Kazakhstan’s visa system in Astana on July 9.
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Astana Celebrates Anniversary 
with Fairs, Fireworks, Modern and 
Traditional Art

socieTy

Chevron Empowers Women of 
Akmola Oblast to Do Business

culTure

Debutantes Take Floor for Seventh 
Opera Ball in Almaty

KArAgANDA HIgHWAY
July 18 at 8 p.m. Open Air Party

PAlACE 
OF SCHOOlCHIlDrEN

July 19 at 8:45 a.m. Morning jogs

KOKTAl 13
July 19 at 12 a.m. Extreme ropejumping

SArY ArKA 
CINEMA

July 21 at 7:30 p.m.  Ordeal, Spectacle

July 28 at 7:30 p.m.  Traviata, Spectacle

Things To waTch & 
Places To go

SUMMER STUDY + ACTIVITIES CAMPS→AMSTERDAM, 
MAlTA & BOsTOn AGe:5-19; JUne 8-sePTeMBeR 5, 

VISA-SUPPORT↔TOPCLASSTUTORS.ORG→SMART CAMPS

Globe-Trotting singer Hopes to Find soul Music 
Audience in Kazakhstan 

By Michelle witte

asTana – soul music is not the 
first thing that comes to mind when 
surveying Kazakhstan’s sound 
scene, but singer Mekiel Barnett 
has hopes that the country’s music 
fans will be as welcoming to him 
as the rest of its people have been.

You’d be forgiven for finding 
Barnett’s arrival on the steppe un-
expected, to say the least. Born in 
Ohio, Barnett and his family moved 
to Israel when he was a child. He 
speaks english, Hebrew and ara-
bic and grew up singing gospel and 
Motown music – none of which 
immediately calls to mind the cen-
tral Kazakh steppe. But wait. 

“I was raised as part of a com-
munity of black Hebrews,” Barnett 
said in an interview in astana. “We 
have been there now for almost 40 
years. Most of my formal educa-
tion – from 6 to 18 – [was] in Isra-
el. … My music started in Israel.”   

Music, in fact, became a major 
feature of the black Hebrew iden-
tity. “Music was all around me all 
my life, from when I was little. 
That’s the way we fed ourselves,” 
Barnett explained. 

“Music was part of our lives … 
as we grew up, we ended up joining 
different Israeli bands. now, most 
of our community has citizenship 
and our kids are in the army, [but 

for a long time], we weren’t legal-
ly in the country. We were denied 
citizenship for over 30 years, 25 
years. so we went through strug-
gles around that – we were given 
different temporary types of resi-
dency, but we weren’t allowed ful-
ly to belong. so during those years 
… it was kind of rough, but music 
was our way of expression.”

Black Hebrew groups have been 
established by african american 
communities in the united states 
since the 19th century. different or-
ganisations have different specific 
beliefs, but many believe them-
selves to be blood descendants of 
the jewish prophet abraham and 
therefore of the biblical tribe of ju-
dah, which can claim Israel as an 
ancestral homeland. Over the last 
decade or so, black Hebrews have 
begun receiving permanent resident 
status and even citizenship in Is-
rael. eddie Butler, a black Hebrew 
singer, even represented Israel in 
the 2006 eurovision song Contest. 

none of this, of course, would 
seem to point the way toward Is-
lam and the steppe, but it will. But 
first, we have to return to the Unit-
ed states, and then to Prague, and 
meet Barnett’s son and inspiration. 
It’s a global story. 

as a young adult, Barnett re-
turned to the u.s., where for 18 
years he worked in education 
and psychology, running group 

homes. after nearly two decades 
away from Israel and the son he 
had there, he got a call that would 
change his life. 

“somebody called me and said 
‘your son’s in Prague. He’s doing 
music,’” Barnett said. He lit out 
to find him. “And he was living 
the dream that I had dreamed, al-
though life had taken me in another 
direction,” Barnett explained.  “It 
brought tears to my eyes, but it in-
spired me. It gave me a new breath 
of life. It made me want to reach 
for music. and … I packed my 
apartment up and I got my passport 
… within two years, I was ready to 
make a move.”

seeing his adult son was like 
a punch to the gut, Barnett said. 
“He’s so much like me. When I 
was younger that’s what I wanted 
to do: I wanted to sing and write, 
it was inside of me. But you know 
how life is, it takes you in different 
directions.”

Having rediscovered his direc-
tion, Barnett headed back to Isra-
el – and now we find the musical 
connection that would lead him to 
Kazakhstan: “I stayed in Israel for 
about eight months, coming back 
and forth. and then a friend of 
mine had a job in Kazakhstan, and 
he couldn’t go,” he said. 

It turns out that a Pavlodar-born 
Israeli citizen, Larson davidoff, 
a saxophone player, has been re-

turning to Kazakhstan every year 
for the past 15 years or so to per-
form, Barnett said. In the winter of 
2013–2014, Barnett came to Ka-
zakhstan with davidoff to perform. 
They played at the Ramada Plaza 
in astana for a few nights, and at 
the grand opening of the Krendel 
Cafe in the capital – where Barnett 
met Inga Bespalova of Pavlodar, 

who, with her mother, owns Kren-
del cafes in astana and almaty. “I 
met them here and I fell in love 
with Inga,” Barnett said. after a 
final six months in Israel, Barnett 
returned to Kazakhstan, where he’s 
working on his first album with 
davidoff in Pavlodar. 

“I’ve got about seven songs writ-
ten,” he said, mostly R&B and soul, 

though he crosses genres. “some 
of my stuff has a jazz [sound]. I do 
pop. It’s just me, it’s my expres-
sion.” The singer is confident his 
expression will find listeners here 
– and beyond. “I think I’m going to 
be heard,” he said. “[and[ I don’t 
only want to be heard here, I want 
to be heard all over the world.” 

Continued on Page B2

Kazakhstan Chooses winners of second 
International Journalism Contest 

By Malika Orazgaliyeva

asTana – On the eve of 
astana day, the Kazakh Foreign 
Ministry and the union of jour-
nalists of Kazakhstan announced 
the winners of their second in-
ternational journalism contest, 
“Kazakhstan through the eyes of 
foreign media.”

The contest attracted 55 en-
tries from 35 countries, with 
five regional prizes awarded 
to journalists representing the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
states (CIs), europe, the amer-
icas, asia and Oceania, as well 
as the Middle east and africa.

Central asian dialogue jour-
nalist alo Khodjaev from uzbek-
istan won top prize among CIs 
journalists for his article “Loco-

motive of Progress,” which high-
lighted a plant for the production 
of electric locomotives in astana 
as an example of Kazakhstan’s 
economic diversification.

“To be honest, all the journal-
ists were very impressed by eve-
rything that we saw and heard. I 
have not seen such huge work-
shops, neither in our former 
Tashkent aviation Production 
association, nor in the factories 

of Israel, Poland and Russia. The 
economy of Kazakhstan keeps 
on a good course…,” Khodjaev 
wrote in his story. 

Bartosz Mendyk of Poland, 
who writes for naWschodzie.eu, 
won among european journalists 
for his story “nurly Zhol is the 
Path to the Future.” In his article, 
he said, “In my opinion, the main 
achievement of the President’s 
programme is that the coun-

try left the soviet legacy in the 
past. This is the main meaning 
of nurly Zhol, which will help 
open a new page in the history 
of Kazakhstan… If Kazakhstan 
entered the top 50 economies in 
the world, it means that the coun-
try can enter the top 30. It is not 
a utopia, but rather a real future. 
Kazakhstan can become a corri-
dor linking eurasia. This means 
that the country needs to create 
its own brands, develop small 
and medium-sized businesses, 
including family businesses, 
while educated people will help 
to achieve these goals.”  

among entrants from the 
americas, evelin armella of ar-
gentina won for her article “a 
Place to discover: Kazakhstan.”

Continued on Page B2

Almaty Café Opens 
with Mentally 

Challenged Employees
By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

asTana – The Training Café, 
an eatery staffed by 20 individu-
als with mental illness, opened 
recently in almaty. The project, 
financed by the Soros Foundation, 
is organised by the Psychoanalytic 
association of Kazakhstan. 

“I work as a street sweeper and 
I like this job and my team very 
much. We are like a big family here. 
as of today, it is very important for 
me to get liberty… I want to have 
independence, I want to live,” said 
22-year-old alexey Kapustin, ac-
cording to Vlast magazine.

The employment is the first Ka-
pustin has ever had. Getting the job 
is not just a victory; it is a real hope 
to become a full member of society.

“They often discuss independ-
ence, because all of them live in 
a care home, a special centre for 
people with mental illnesses. Our 
main purpose is to give the op-
portunity to work, to get skills 
and be independent. They are 
very happy to work and ready to 
work every day without week-
ends. They do their best and try 
to work hard,” said psychologist 
and café administrator Kamila 
Mergenbayeva in a july 1 inter-
view for this story.

although some employees have 
an intellectual age of 12, they are 
reliable and perform their tasks, 
she added. early problems, such as 
shyness among the waiters, have 
been overcome and the employees 
are considered to be quite special. 

Continued on Page B5

Hollywood Actor and Martial Arts 
Master steven seagal Comes to Astana 

By Aidar Uteshev

asTana – Famous Hollywood 
actor, director and producer ste-
ven seagal has arrived in astana to 
take part in the First International 
Festival of Martial arts, which 
will be held to mark the day of the 
Capital celebrations. 

seagal, who has achieved the lev-
el of 7th dan in the aikikai school 
of aikido came to the Kazakh capi-
tal as a master of martial arts. 

The prominent guest was wel-
comed by astana City akim (May-
or) adilbek dzhaksybekov. Togeth-
er they met with young graduates 
and experienced athletes of the 
Kazakh aikido Federation in the 
sports hall of the Palace of students. 

“I am very pleased to see here 
so many children. They are our fu-
ture,” said seagal.

He demonstrated several aikido 
manuevers on the carpet, talked 
about the particular elements of a 
proper fight and answered ques-
tions raised by local athletes. steven seagal speaks with a child at a demonstration of aikido manuevers in Astana.
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evgeny Primakov (R) and Ilyas Omarov

Yevgeny Primakov: “Kazakhstan Is 
Capable of Handling everything” 

By Ilyas Omarov

at the end of june in Moscow, 
people bid final farewell to Yevg-
eny Primakov, a prominent Russian 
politician of global significance and 
scholar with colossal credibility in 
the Russian community and inter-
national arena who died june 26.

“The peacemaking activity of 
yevgeny Primakov brought him 
true respect in many countries,” 
noted Kazakh President nursultan 
nazarbayev in his letter extending 
condolences on behalf of the peo-
ple of Kazakhstan and his own be-
half to all Primakov’s relatives and 
friends.

due to his work, Primakov was 
one of the more secret people of the 
former soviet union. He started as 
a journalist, then became director 
of the Institute of World econo-
my and International Relations, 
which prepared classified reports 
for the leadership of the country 
during the soviet period. during 
the change of eras, he was sent 
by Mikhail Gorbachev and Boris 
yeltsin to the Foreign Intelligence 
service and later to the Ministry of 
Foreign affairs. afterwards, being 
the Prime Minister, Primakov had 
the task to save the country from 
the default of 1998 and he, an un-

professional economist, managed 
to do it.  

Primakov can be easily called a 
developer and an active researcher 
of a new area of analytical work in 
international relations with direct 
translation into policy – situation 
analysis, which made it possible 
to forecast and preempt the emer-
gence of various military, political 
and economic situations, including 
during conflict flare-ups in differ-
ent regions of the planet.

Primakov left a great artistic herit-
age in the form of numerous mono-
graphs and memoires, each of which 
can be considered as a handbook, 
especially for international relations 
specialists. These books have been 
translated into 14 languages. They 
are a kind of crib notes for young 
diplomats, where one can find an 
answer on an issue in the modern 
international relations system after 
rereading them from time to time. 

a couple of years ago during his 
visit to our embassy in Moscow, 
I approached Primakov with one 
of these books, indicatively titled 
“The Minefield of Politics,” asking 
for an autograph. Having heard my 
name, Primakov with a warm, fa-
therly smile said, “My son-in-law 
has the same name,” and signed 
the book wishing all the best.

We had a brief conversation, 
during which I asked, “What do 
you think about the implemen-
tation of the Kazakhstan 2050 
strategy?” and my question was 
responded briefly, but at the same 
time exhaustively. Primakov de-
scribed Kazakhstan as one of the 
fastest growing world economies 
which has all the conditions to 
be among leaders. “To this end,” 
he said, “your country has all the 
conditions” and in particular Pri-
makov named, “first, its political 
leader; second, intellectual capac-
ity accumulated in Kazakhstan’s 
society and finally, availability of 
mineral resources in Kazakhstan.” 

“I think Kazakhstan is capable 
of handling everything,” summa-
rised the maestro of world politics.

despite the advanced years, 
Primakov was, as it is called, in 
a good creative and intellectual 
form. just a couple of months ago, 
the shelves were hit by another of 
his books entitled “Meetings at the 
Crossroads,” where besides recol-
lections, Primakov published his 
poems written in different years.

One of them, as if reflecting Pri-
makov’s nature which we used to 
see, reads:

“…I am quashing in myself a 
slave, and working in three shifts,

However, I am the same in ac-
tions and in deeds.”

In one of his latest interviews 
when he was asked “about the life 
spent,” Primakov admitted, “Of 
course, I didn’t go against the fate, 
but it guided me. as for the assess-
ment of all; well, if all of this is 
nearing the end, I must say that I 
lived well.”

The author is the editor in 
chief of the diplomatic Herald 
magazine and president of the 
Association of sports Journalists 
of Kazakhstan.

Continued from Page B1

He and davidoff are working to-
gether on Barnett’s first album in 
Pavlodar at the moment, with davi-
doff providing saxophone segments. 
They have four songs done, Barnett 
reported in june, and he hopes to be 
finished by the end of the year. 

as for how a black Hebrew 
might fit in to Kazakh culture, 
Barnett says there are more con-
nections than meet the eye. “I 
was raised around Muslims, I was 
raised with Palestinians,’ he said. 
“I’ve got Muslim friends, I speak 
arabic, I was raised in a dual so-
ciety. I understand Muslims, and 
jews. so I understand both tradi-
tions, cultures, belief systems. so 
therefore, I can fit.”

so, the traveller is now settling 
into a new continent, and working 
on a new language, Russian. “I’m 
coming in, learning a different cul-
ture. The people are different; the 
people are good people,” he said. 

The weather, for the ameri-
can-Israeli, is not as welcom-
ing. “When I first got here, we 
landed and they were like, ‘It’s 
minus 20, it’s a good day!’ and I 
thought ‘Twenty below is a good 
day? What have I done? Where 
am I?’”

But he intends to appreciate the 
beauty of the steppe, despite the 
chill. as Barnett said in an inter-
view with Kazakh writer nelly 
Kalashnikova in May, “I like the 
whole world. … I would like us 
to learn to live with this beauty, 
which is us, the beauty of the dif-
ferences. It would be very beauti-
ful world, and we would be much 
stronger.” 

Globe-Trotting singer Hopes 
to Find soul Music Audience 
in Kazakhstan

Continued from Page B1

“Kazakhstan is a country little 
known, but it also has one of the 
most extensive territories of the 
planet. The ninth-largest country 
in the world is itself the largest 
landlocked state,” wrote the au-
thor.  

“The cultural life of the capi-
tal is full of different festivals, 
celebrations of days of culture 
and international music compe-
titions and choreography. In the 
city, there are the national Thea-
tre of Opera and Ballet, the Ka-
zakh drama Theatre, the Russian 
drama Theatre and the Museum 
of Modern art as major cultural 
attractions,” armella wrote of 
astana. 

The winner among Middle east-
ern and african journalists was 
ahmed abdu Tarabek, a journal-
ist from egypt, recognised for his 
article “astana, a Modern Inter-

national Metropolis,” published 
in the Pens and Books newspaper. 
The author wrote the following: 

“[astana] has become a politi-
cal, economic and cultural centre, 
whose influence is growing both 
in Kazakhstan and in various re-
gional spheres. astana appeared 
before the world as a young 
capital situated at the crossroads 
of major world civilisations, as 
well as a bridge between east and 
West. The world has learned from 
the modern capital’s model, which 
has achieved social and religious 
harmony and demonstrates its 
particular vision of solving global 
problems. unesCO has recog-
nised the status of astana as ‘the 
city of peace,’ which confirms the 
dialogue being conducted at the 
conferences held in the modern 
international capital.”

Marwan Zubaidi, representing 
Radio Republik Indonesia, took 
the top spot among journalists in 

asia and Oceania for his article 
“Kazakhstan Inspires the World, 
Including Indonesia.”

“Kazakhstan is the ‘Virgin Is-
lands’ that continues to develop 
… because its territory is located 
in two highly developed regions 
in the world,” Zubaidi wrote in 
his article. “The World Bank cat-
egorised Kazakhstan as a country 
with a majority of upper income 
people with a gross domestic 
product reaching $231.9 billion in 
2013. Besides, Kazakhstan is the 
10th largest petroleum-producing 
country in the world and has re-
serves of crude oil estimated to 
reach 40 billion barrels or 1.8 per-
cent of all world oil reserves,” he 
added.   

In addition, two runners-up 
from each region were selected to 
be awarded merit certificates.

The winners were chosen by a 
panel including Kazakh Minister 
of Foreign affairs erlan Idrissov, 

President of the union of jour-
nalists of Kazakhstan seitkazy 
Matayev and Chairman of the 
Committee for International In-
formation of the Ministry of For-
eign affairs Roman Vassilenko.

The five winners will be re-
warded with a trip to Kazakh-
stan, including visits to astana, 
almaty, the Burabai resort area, 
sightseeing activities and a cultur-
al programme, along with inter-
view opportunities with Kazakh-
stan’s senior government officials 
and leading academics and jour-
nalists.

The number of entrants to the 
contest increased by one third 
over last year and the number of 
countries of origin of participants 
increased by more than 50 per-
cent.

Kazakh Foreign Minister er-
lan Idrissov noted an increase in 
participation in the contest this 
year. For comparison, in the first 

contest last year, 41 journalists 
from 23 countries took part. The 
number of applications increased 
by one third, and the geography of 
the contest by more than half.

according to the foreign min-
ister, the geographical expansion 
of the contest “reflects the inter-
national community’s growing 
interest in Kazakhstan.” 

“I am delighted that the Foreign 
Ministry’s initiative is whole-
heartedly backed by the union 
of journalists of Kazakhstan, and 
this, in my opinion, is a good ex-
ample of constructive cooperation 
between public authorities and 
civil society,” Idrissov added.

Matayev said the Kazakh media 
community welcomes projects 
that enhance Kazakhstan’s image 
as a hospitable country open to the 
world. “We are glad to meet and 
get acquainted with colleagues 
who exhibit such a genuine inter-
est in our country while adhering 

to high standards of professional-
ism in coverage of international 
issues,” Matayev said.

Partners and sponsors of this 
year’s contest were Transaero 
airlines, the almaty Bid Com-
mittee for the Olympic and Para-
lympic Games in 2022 in almaty, 
the Hilton Garden Inn astana and 
Rixos Borovoe hotels, national 
railway company Kazakhstan 
Temir Zholy and transport com-
pany argymak.

Last year’s winners were jour-
nalists from Belgium, Malaysia, 
Qatar, Guyana and ukraine. From 
september 15–20, 2014, they 
took a trip to Kazakhstan, in the 
course of which they had a series 
of meetings organised at the For-
eign Ministry, the secretariat of 
the Congress of Leaders of World 
and Traditional Religions, the na-
tional Press Club, and Kazmedia 
Centre among others. They also 
toured astana and almaty.

Kazakhstan Chooses winners of second Int’l Journalism Contest
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Kazakhstan’s debutantes promenade at the seventh Opera Ball in Almaty on June 27.

debutantes Take Floor for seventh Opera Ball in Almaty
By Julia Rutz

The finest opera singers in the 
world were applauded june 27 dur-
ing the seventh Opera Ball, one of 
the most significant and pompous 
cultural events in Kazakhstan. The 
event was held in almaty’s Royal 
Tulip Hotel. 

The Best Male Vocal award 
was presented to Metropolitan 
Opera soloist Ryan speedo Green 
(usa), while astana Opera solo-
ist Alfiya Karimova (Kazakhstan) 
was named Best Female Opera Vo-
calist. each winner, who received 
$10,000 in prize money, was cho-
sen among other six finalists, all of 
whom performed during the even-
ing.  

speaking to the press after the 
ceremony, Karimova, who has 
won in 31 different international 
competitions during her career, 
said this award meant more to her 
than receiving an Oscar. she also 
announced she will not be partici-
pating in any other music competi-
tions in the future. Green, a bass-
baritone, noted it was an honour 
for him to be recognized. 

The Opera Ball introduced an 
additional nomination for young 
local vocalists in 2014, naming 
Maria Mudryak as the most prom-
ising opera singer in the country. 
Beginning this year, the award 
is also open to foreign perform-
ers. The prominent jury members 
were Paris Opera House music 
director jean-Philippe Thiellay, 
Vienna state Opera music direc-

tor Thomas Lausmann, arena di 
Verona Theatre art director Paolo 
Gavazzeni and abai state Theatre 
of Opera and Ballet general direc-
tor askar Buribayev. 

The evening started with a greet-
ing ceremony of famous musicians, 
Opera Ball finalists and prominent 
businessmen gracing the red car-
pet. Guests were entertained by 

actors from the almaty-based ar-
tishok Theatre who staged several 
scenes from alexandr Pushkin’s 
“eugene Onegin,” creating the at-
mosphere of the classic ball, and a 

performance by the Imperial Rus-
sian Ballet dancers. The ceremony 
was led by Miss universe 2014, 
Paulina Vega, and Imperial Russian 
Ballet head Gediminas Taranda. 

One of the annual highlights is 
the dance performances by debu-
tantes. among 60 pairs this year 
were Miss Kazakhstan 2014, Re-
gina Vandisheva, Kazakh singer 
diaz ablayev and Miss almaty 
2010, saltanat Bekzhigitova. 

“The ball debutantes are young, 
ambitious and talented young la-
dies and gentlemen who are ready 
to conquer the world and this event 
is an opportunity for them to take 
a step in this direction and become 
the best representatives of their 
generation,” said one of the ball’s 
organisers Marat Omarov. 

unfortunately, the headliner of 
the event, La scala Theatre and 
tenor soloist Roberto alagna, 
Mudryak and almaty akim (May-
or) akhmetzhan yessimov were 
unable to attend the ceremony. The 
evening ended with a live perfor-
mance by Kazakh singer Polina 
Griffis. 

The tradition of organising balls 
in almaty began in 2007. Two 
years later, the Viennese Ball was 
renamed the Charity Ball and be-
came one of the first large-scale 
projects promoted by the eventica 
group of companies, represented 
by Marat Omarov and anastasiya 
Lototskoya. starting in 2014, the 
event has been called the Opera 
Ball and is aimed at marking tal-
ented opera singers throughout 
the world. The next ball will be 
held May 28, 2016 and according 
to the organisers they are plan-
ning to invite jose Carreras, a 
leading tenor in the world of clas-
sic opera. 

writers discuss state, 
Future of Kazakh literature

By Julia Rutz

Kazakh secretary of state 
Gulshara abdikalikova held a 
meeting with prominent writers of 
the country, such as akim Tarazi, 
anes sarai, sabit dosanov, dulat 
Issabekov and nurlan Orazalin in 
the akorda Presidential Residence 
in early june.

Participants discussed literature, 
art, publishing and developing the 
country’s spiritual culture. They 
also emphasised the important 
role of the union of Writers of 
Kazakhstan in the process of the 
comprehensive modernisation of 
the nation.

In a welcoming speech, ab-

dykalikova quoted Kazakh Presi-
dent nursultan nazarbayev who 
stressed the importance of Ka-
zakh intellectuals as the driving 
force to strengthen national val-
ues. she also noted that Kazakh-
stan is an active participant in the 
process of globalisation, which 
is characterised by new tech-
nologies and innovative develop-
ment, while working to preserve 
Kazakhstan’s unique national 
mentality, culture and traditions. 
In this regard, a special place is 
given to Kazakh literature, which 
can be an indicator of a country’s 
cultural and spiritual develop-
ment.

Today, there are 16 branches of 
the union of Writers of Kazakh-

stan throughout the country, which 
include representatives of Kazakh, 
Russian, uighur, uzbek, Korean 
and other ethnic groups repre-
sented in the country. The union 
has established its own newspaper 
“Kazakh Literature” and several 
journals to improve public aware-
ness of modern Kazakh literature 
and support young Kazakh writers.

during the meeting, the intel-
lectuals proposed ideas to promote 
Kazakh literature and individual, 
highly valued works among the 
Kazakh public.

at the end of the meeting, ab-
dykalikova gave a number of spe-
cific instructions to state bodies to 
implement the ideas that had been 
proposed.

Promising Young Pianist 
Beisembayev wins First 
Cliburn Junior Competition 

By Julia Rutz

seventeen-year-old Kazakh 
pianist alim Beisembayev won 
$10,000 and first place at the first 
Cliburn International junior Pi-
ano Competition on june 28 at 
Texas Christian university in Fort 
Worth, united states.

arsenii Mun, 16, from Russia 
and youlan ji, 16, from China, 
won $5,000 for second and $2,500 
for third respectively. 

In the final, Beisembayev per-
formed Tchaikovsky’s Piano Con-
certo No. 1 in B-flat Minor, op. 23. 
an american publication reported 
that the performance was full of 
gentle grace and fiery passion that 
wowed the international jury of 
four women and two men. 

nobody in Beisembayev’s fami-
ly has been connected to the world 
of classical music and the father 
of the talented pianist works as an 
engineer. Talking to the press, the 
contestant said that when he was 
five years old, his father took him 
to a toy store where he found a lit-
tle piano.  

“I couldn’t stop playing a toy 
piano. so, I’ve been playing the 
piano ever since,” said Beisem-
bayev.

His talent surprised his parents. 
However, they continued support-
ing their son and the toy piano was 

quickly replaced by a real instru-
ment. Beisembayev has attended 
music schools in Kazakhstan, 
Russia and Great Britain, where 
he is currently living, and received 
scholarships from all of them.

Beisembayev’s parents admit 
they often doubted whether it was 
the right decision to introduce 
their only child to music, as they 
have no idea about this world. 
nevertheless, Beisembayev’s 
shining eyes and passion to play 
convinced them that this is the 
path he had to follow.

“despite the 11-hour time dif-
ference, my parents watched the 
whole show live from Cowtown,” 
said Beisembayev.

He also mentioned that the con-
test week was extremely stressful. 
a lot of work went into this and 
the performing part was really 
nerve-wracking.

since 2010, Beisembayev has 
been a student of the British Pur-
cell school for young musicians 
in London. He visits his parents 
three times per year and the rest of 
his time he devotes to music. 

Kazakh musician nurgul 
Tuleuova in an interview with 
Tengrinews.kz said that she has 
been following Beisembayev’s 
career from his early childhood. 
she said that the young musician 
has always shown persistence 

and perseverance in order to im-
prove the art of his performance. 
according to Tuleuova, at the age 
of 10, Beisembayev won an inter-
national television competition 
for young musicians called The 
nutcracker.

“From a professional point of 
view, he is an extremely gifted 
person and he has a great future. 
I hope the country doesn’t for-
get its talented children, such as 
[Beisembayev], even when we see 
that real talent can always find a 
way to succeed,” said Tuleuova.

Beisembayev remains almost 
unknown among the Kazakh pub-
lic. There are almost no video or 
audio materials available about 
him or his performances. But his 
numerous scholarships, including 
the one provided by the spivakov 
Foundation, as well as competi-
tion victories speak to his talents 
and bright future.

The Van Cliburn International 
Competition, established in 1962, 
is held every four years for pia-
nists between the ages of 18 and 
30. The junior competition, which 
is open to pianists between the 
ages of 13 and 17, is the latest ad-
dition to the music contest. This 
year the competition showcased 
23 musicians from 13 countries 
selected via online applications 
and video submissions.

Almaty Hard Rock Cafe 
Opens with Rock show

By Julia Rutz

Hard Rock Cafe, the world famous 
chain of theme restaurants, has en-
larged its presence around the globe 
by opening a venue in the heart of 
almaty. although the eatery has 
been entertaining locals and guests 
of the southern capital with good 
classic rock ballads and delicious 
american casual dining food since 
2014, the grand opening show was 
held this year with a june 13 event 
at the Baluan sholak sports Palace. 

The audience was warmed up by 
the winners of the Hard Rock Ris-
ing project, almaty band iFly and 
astana rockers from City Love. de-
spite the great atmosphere and suc-
cessful stage presence of the young 
musicians, the guests were anxious 
for the headliners, Russian music 
legends Mumiy Troll and Maschina 
Vremeni. Both bands performed 
their classic hits, creating the atmos-
phere of a nostalgic night of memo-
ries and reveries. after the show, the 
musicians met with fans, giving au-
tographs and taking pictures with the 
grateful followers.

“We are tired, but so happy. The 
public is great here. We have had a 
good relationship with almaty for 
many years. This is not just friend-
ship anymore, it is already love,” 
said Mumyi Troll frontman Ilya La-
gutenko after the performance.

He also invited Kazakh musicians 
to take part in his annual music fes-
tival V-Rocks, which will take place 
aug. 23-30 in Vladivostok, Russia. 
The festival was first launched in 
2013 and gathered performers from 
japan, south Korea, China, south 
africa, the u.s. and Russia. 

One of the most vivid moments 
of the show was the guitar smash-
ing ritual. Lagutenko and frontman 
andrey Makarevich, as well as Hard 
Rock International President Hamish 
dodds, chain vice president anto-
nio Bautista and almaty Hard Rock 
Cafe representatives, wrecked seven 
instruments on the stage. 

“People came today to celebrate 
this remarkable event with us and 
feel the real ‘rocking’ atmosphere. 
We will continue celebrating tomor-
row, as june 14 is the day when the 

brand was established,” said one of 
the local restaurant’s representatives. 

Talking about future plans, Bautis-
ta noted astana may become the next 
location for the iconic restaurant, as 
the city is expecting an influx of peo-
ple for eXPO 2017.

“We expect to enlarge our chain 
by opening ten locations around the 
world every year. Tbilisi, Georgia 
and Baku, azerbaijan will be the 
next. The Hard Rock Cafe will also 
come to st. Petersburg, making this 
city the second location in Russia af-
ter Moscow,” he said.

Hard Rock Cafe has 198 locations, 
including restaurants, hotels, casinos 
and live music venues in 63 nations 
throughout the world. Kazakhstan 
became the 59th country where the 
legendary eatery opened its doors to 
the public. 

Alim Beisembayev
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new City Centre to Be Built 
in Karaganda 

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

asTana – a new city centre in 
Karaganda will be built under the 
corresponding city development 
plan accepted at a recent meet-
ing. The effort will be directed 
by Karaganda Region first deputy 
akim (governor) assylbek duysse-
bayev. 

“everything the modern world 
already has – spacious parking 
lots, other communications, – can’t 
be constructed in the old city. That 
is why these problems have to be 
solved using a new site and after 
that, we will have good conditions 
for management. These conditions 
are crucial not only for the city, but 
also for the whole region,” said de-
velopment plan author Karim Tu-
supbekov, according to 24.kz.

duysebayev supported Tusup-
bekov’s plan.  

“It is not a secret that there is 
no five-star hotel in Karaganda. 
negotiations have been held for 
decades, but investors don’t come 
here. The preliminary agreement 
is finally concluded and the project 
has to be realised,” he said.  

Construction of a new centre 
on a vacant territory was planned 
a while ago, but only now has it 
been discussed so closely to the 
actual work. The project is not just 
ambitious, but is a real necessity. 
The present city centre does not 
have space for new buildings, as it 
is situated between a railroad and 
mines, constantly leading to heavy 
traffic on central streets.

architects feel the new centre 
will become a historic part of the 
mining capital. The first build-

ings will be constructed this year 
and city planners intend to con-
nect the southeast residential and 
Maykuduk industrial districts. 
Construction will be financed by 
the state budget and private com-
panies.

Located between Respublika 
avenue and Golubie Prudy, the 
centre will have an up-to-date 
trade and entertainment complex 
with a five-star hotel, a children 
and youth palace, an innovative 
library with interactive modern 
art museum, a kindergarten and a 
school for 1,200 students.

The city development plan also 
previews construction of several 
kindergartens, two schools, a chil-
dren’s hospital, a sports centre and 
renovation of the park and pre-
cincts, as well as road reconstruc-
tion. The plan also includes mod-
ernising markets, opening small 
businesses, establishing a phar-
maceutical complex, constructing 
a concert hall and transport junc-
tions and creating a state-owned 
bus fleet. 

The city has already purchased 
28 new ambulances and their op-
eration is 100 percent financed. In 
addition, the project has plans to 
reconstruct the city heating sys-
tem, as well as to build a 30,000-
seat football stadium according to 
union of european Football as-
sociations (ueFa) requirements. 
all the measures will contribute to 
Karaganda’s development and cre-
ate new jobs. 

new City Tour Busses Help 
Visitors Rediscover shymkent 

By Julia Rutz

Tourists and locals wishing to see 
the sights of shymkent this summer 
can tour the urban area aboard one 
of two new double-decker busses. 
Purchased by Zhibek Zholy, the two-
storey vehicles take guests and locals 
past some of the city’s most impor-
tant points and attractions. 

“We need to develop domestic 
tourism and these buses are a step 
towards the goal. We have a lot of 
beautiful places that remain un-
known for many visitors, as they 
don’t have enough time or just can-
not get there. The tourist bus pro-
ject will allow visiting everything 
worth seeing at once,” said head of 
the south Kazakhstan region de-
partment of Business and Tourism 
Bauyrzhan Omarbekov.

according to Zhibek Zholy owner 

assel Ibokhodzhayeva, the buses 
have already become a favourite at-
traction for the people. each bus has 
66 seats, and tickets are typically 
sold out every day. 

“This is not a commercial, but a 
patriotic project. The idea was born 
in our family after having visited 
several countries. We thought shy-
mkent deserves to be presented to 
visitors, as the city is developing and 
growing every year. We are glad to 
see that buses are much in demand 
among the population,” said Ibok-
hodzhayeva.

The two-hour trips are available 
every evening except Monday. The 
route starts next to the city’s techno 
park, where passengers can also buy 
tickets. a standard ticket is 500 tenge 
(us$2.68); children under 14, 400 
tenge (us$2.14) and youngsters un-
der six ride free.  

The bus takes passengers past 
Fantasy World Park, shamshi av-
enue, the Zher ana and Baidibek bi 
monuments, park of independence, 
arboretum and new administrative 
and business centre, as well as the 
city circus and abai Park. during the 
trip, guests are offered an audio guide 
available in five different languages. 
They learn about the history of shy-
mkent, which is a regional centre and 
one of the oldest cities in the country, 
and hear interesting facts mixed with 
old myths and local legends.

at the opening ceremony of the 
tour route, deputy Mayor Kairat 
nurtai noted the project will promote 
the development of domestic and so-
cial tourism while also stressing the 
importance of education among the 
younger generation and stimulating 
their desire to learn more about the 
history of their country.

second stage Completed in steppe eagle 2015 
Peacekeeping exercise, new nations Participate

By Aiman Turebekova

asTana – The second phase of 
the steppe eagle 2015 peacekeep-
ing exercises was completed june 
25 at Iliskiy training area near al-
maty, reported the Kazakh Ministry 
of defence press service.

a feature of the second phase of 
the steppe eagle 2015 exercises was 
the preparation of the headquarters 
of peacekeeping units in the form 
of command and staff training. sol-
diers and officers of KAZBRIG, 
KaZBaT 1 and KaZBaT 2 during 
the first week were trained on the 
simulators of the military decision-
making process. Command-staff 
computer-simulation training took 
place by using the jCaTs software 
programme. The programme man-
ages the process on the computer, 
including planning, management 
and the application of units without 
the expense of motor sources and 
ammunition and the carrying out of 
the planned operation.

The second stage of annual 
peacekeeping exercises involved 
representatives from seven coun-
tries, including the united states 
of america, the united Kingdom, 
afghanistan, nepal, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan and Turkey. soldiers 
from afghanistan, nepal and Tur-
key took part in the exercises for 
the first time. 

during the peacekeeping opera-
tions, the practical skills of KaZ-
BRIG and KaZBaT staffs were 
tested as well as the skills to man-
age and control units in the plan-
ning civil-military interaction, 
demobilisation, disarmament and 
the reconciliation of warring par-
ties. Furthermore, interoperability 
between Kazakhstan peacekeep-
ing brigades with the soldiers of 

the participating countries has de-
veloped due to the Partnership for 
Peace programme. 

This year marked the 13th time the 
exercise was held. The first exercise 
took place in 2003 as a trilateral drill 
involving troops from Kazakhstan, 
the u.K. and the u.s. and the ex-
panded exercises have been held an-
nually since. More than 1,500 people 
as well as military observers from 
foreign states, experts from various 
naTO headquarters and military-
diplomatic corps accredited in Ka-
zakhstan participated in the exercises.

The annual steppe eagle exercise 
series is designed to prepare the Ka-
zakh armed forces to join interna-
tional peacekeeping exercises led 
by naTO or the united nations.

The Kazakh Ministry of defence 
press release highlighted further 
that international participants noted 
the high level of training of Kazakh 
peacekeepers and the coherence in 
joint military operations with for-
eign forces.

“Last year, the Kazakh delega-
tion visited nepal army Birendra 
Peace Operations Training Centre 
(BPOTC), where representatives 
of the armed Forces of the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan became familiar 
with the history of the centre, its 
goals and objectives, training pro-
grammes, as well as took part in 
a meeting with Chief of General 
staff Lieutenant General of nepal 
Pradeep Bikram Rana and Chief 
of the department of Peacekeep-
ing Operations Brigadier General 
jan Piyar Thapa. I think that in 
the future the military cooperation 
between our countries will de-
velop,” said the representative of 
the armed Forces of the Federal 
democratic Republic of nepal 
Lieutenant Colonel shah navil-
dra.

Analytics school to be established under the library of 
First President 

By Talgat Issenov 

asTana – deputy director of 
the Library of the First President 
Timur shaymergenov announced 
during a recent Central Commu-
nication service (CCs) media 
briefing in Astana plans to estab-
lish an analytics school within the 
institution. 

“We are planning to create an 
analytics school during the next 
three-five years. This institution 
will be aimed at training experts in 
different specialisations. They will 
be taught within the frames of the 
best international standards. un-
fortunately, we experience a lack 
of such professionals today in Ka-
zakhstan,” said shaymergenov.

The speaker also noted remark-

able international activity at the 
library, as it has held dozens of 
meetings with representatives of 
foreign centres and conducted 
more than 150 important events. 
Library representatives have par-
ticipated in the Third Forum of 
Cooperation between China and 
Central asia. 

The Library of the First President 
was founded on March 13, 2014, 
in accordance with the decree of 
President nursultan nazarbayev. It 
is meant to ensure the management 
of the personal library and archive 
of the President, as well as to help 
explore the history of the country 
and to promote the ideas and ini-
tiatives of the President within the 
country and abroad.

The library offers more than 

19,100 book editions and more 
than 1,000 copies of periodicals 
and electronic publications. a new 
book by President nazarbayev 
called “Mangilik el. years that 
are equal to ages. The era that Is 
equal to Centuries” is among re-
cently received publications at the 
library.

The library has also rare and 
collectible editions, such as the 
album with sketches of Leonardo 
da Vinci, presented to the head of 
state in Milan, a Koran that was 
taken once to the space, an en-
cyclopedic dictionary issued in 
1838, which represents several 
references to abul Khair Khan, 
and other interesting publications. 
The library will be open for initial 
visits july 1–10.

nearly 400 Families 
Receive Affordable 
Housing in Uralsk 

staff Report

nearly 400 families in the ural-
sk region’s Priuralye area received 
keys to state-funded affordable 
housing apartments as part of the 
country’s astana day celebrations. 

arman utegulov, deputy akim 
(governor) of the region, noted 
that the affordable Housing Pro-
gramme initiated by President 
nursultan nazarbayev not only 
provides homes but helps create 
workplaces and boosts the con-
struction industry. a children’s 
hospital, kindergarten and sports 
and wellness complex were built 
along with three multi-storey 
housing buildings for residents 
in Zachagansk village. This re-
gion was second after astana in 
the amount of units constructed, 
according to the regional depart-
ment of construction. 

The restoration of damaged 
housing, which has been a problem 
in the uralsk region, is also be-
ing addressed through public and 

private partnerships. some of the 
apartments in newly built build-
ings are given away to residents 
who live in substandard housing, 
while the rest of them are sold at 
the market price.  

altai Kulginov, akim (mayor) of 
uralsk, thanked construction com-
panies CB-Plus and Otdelstroi for 
building housings on time and of 
excellent quality. “Karachaganak 
Petroleum Operating allocates 
substantial resources for social 
projects and involves only Ka-
zakh companies for cooperation. 
Orders from KPO enabled [staffs 
to reach] a new level in terms of 
work operation,” the Otdelstroi 
director Valentina Mikhno told 
the Kazpravda newspaper. Mikhno 
mentioned that the company al-
ready built three houses through 
the programme and is working on 
the fourth. 

apartment housings in uralsk 
are built for depositors of House 
Construction savings Bank 
(Zhilstroisberbank), people on 
waiting lists and young families.
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Chevron empowers women of 
Akmola Oblast to do Business

By Bauyrzhan Barlybayev

The economic empowerment 
of women and the promotion of 
small- and medium-sized busi-
nesses are important elements of 
Chevron’s social investments in 
Kazakhstan. In 2015, Chevron 
launched a new social investment 
project, Can-do Women, focused 
on developing women’s business 
potential in rural areas of the ak-
mola region. The project, imple-
mented in partnership with the 
union of Women entrepreneurs 
of Kazakhstan, was supported 
by the national Commission for 
Women’s affairs and Family and 
demographic Policy under the 
President of Kazakhstan.  

The goal of the initiative is to 
provide women with counseling 
and mentorship assistance in de-
veloping businesses. Through a 
series of trainings, master classes 
and roundtable discussions in the 
regions, the project will help equip 
women with information on how 

to use financial tools to create or 
advance their businesses. 

union Chairwoman and member 
of the Mazhilis of the Parliament 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
Meruert Kazbekova commented 
that “the most topical issue for 
business today is our access to fi-
nancial resources.  That is why it is 
important to create a platform for 
dialogue to support rural women’s 
entrepreneurship.”

In addition, the project helps 
women enhance their financial 

literacy as well as business and 
personnel management skills.  Par-
ticipants will then be able to apply 
for small grants to implement a so-
cially important business idea.

Chevron’s support for the pro-
ject was based on the principle that 
small- and medium-sized busi-
nesses are the foundation for eco-
nomic growth in any country. “Our 
company pays great attention to the 
development of entrepreneurship,” 
said Chevron’s Public affairs spe-
cialist Zhanar Koshpanova. “ear-
lier, we implemented a retraining 
programme for unemployed wom-
en. Within five years, thousands of 
women managed new specialties 
and started businesses, includ-
ing mini-bakeries, kindergartens, 
barbershops, seamstress shops, 
etc. We hope that this programme 
will also be successful. We believe 
that with our assistance, women in 
Kazakhstan will not only improve 
their financial status, but also help 
other women, and these would ul-
timately contribute to the econom-
ic growth of our country.” 

Continued from Page B1

“some of them don’t know how 
to count, because they haven’t had 
a full school education. even two 
plus two is a great challenge for 
them, but we work on this,” said 
Mergenbayeva. “But they do their 
work and thanks to our training, 
now everything is alright.”

each employee has his or her own 

duties and responsibilities, such as 
alexey, a street sweeper, Zhuldyz, a 
waiter, and Madina, a cleaner. 

“all of them work on a shift 
basis, but labour training isn’t the 
only thing we are doing here,” 
added Mergenbayeva. “usually 
they work only from 1 p.m. till 
3p.m. and they are trained by a 
professional psychologist the rest 
of the time.”

The café had financial problems 
in the beginning as there were not 
enough patrons and the income 
was sufficient only to pay the sal-
ary of the cook, she said. The situ-
ation has greatly improved thanks 
to people who visit, have lunch 
and support the operation. 

Mergenbayeva is very optimis-
tic, noting extensive plans to open 
similar cafés in Kazakhstan’s big 
cities such as astana, shymkent, 
Karaganda and others, because 
people with mental illness live in 
every urban area. The most sig-
nificant issue is rent, but the as-
sistance of the soros Foundation, 
coupled with a large discount by 
the owner, has helped the fledg-
ling eatery. 

“Rent for a good place with 
good publicity is expensive. We 
are supported by the soros Foun-
dation, which helped us to pay for 
six-month’s rent in advance,” she 
said. “The rent contract will expire 
in the end of October and we hope 
that after that we will continue 
working.”

German society for Int’l Cooperation shares 
development Assistance experience

By Aiman Turebekova

asTana – as the current global 
federal enterprise for international 
cooperation in the field of sustain-
able development, the German so-
ciety for International Cooperation 
(GIZ) is supporting the German 
federal government in achieving 
its objectives.

GIZ operates throughout Ger-
many and in more than 130 coun-
tries worldwide in many fields: 
economic development and em-
ployment promotion; governance 
and democracy; security, recon-
struction, peace building and civil 
conflict transformation; food se-
curity, health and basic education 
and environmental protection, re-
source conservation and climate 
change mitigation. 

since the early 1990s, GIZ has 
been implementing sustainable 
development projects and pro-
grammes in Kazakhstan, initially 
on behalf of German public sector 
clients, but increasingly also for 
international and private sector cli-
ents. Its first office was opened in 
1996 and today there are offices in 
both astana and almaty.

GIZ is supporting the Kazakh 
government in the fields of sus-
tainable economic development, 
education and vocational training, 
good governance, the environ-
ment and climate as well as health.

There is no doubt that GIZ is a 
well-experienced organisation and 
the united nations development 
Programme (undP) in Kazakh-
stan invited a delegation from GIZ 
to share its skills. 

Kazakhstan is planning to an-
nounce the launch of KazaId, a 
body to fund and promote devel-
opment projects in Central asia 
and the wider region. Germany 
has been one of the world’s larg-
est bilateral donors for the past two 
decades. according to the Organi-
sation for economic Co-operation 
and development’s (OeCd)re-
port, in 2013 Germany provided 
$14.1 billion in official develop-
ment assistance (Oda) according 
to preliminary data, a 3-percent 
increase in real terms from 2012 
due to a rise in bilateral lending 
and higher contributions to inter-

national organisations. It is the 
third largest donor of the OeCd’s 
development assistance Commit-
tee (daC) in terms of volume. 

The astana Times had the op-
portunity to interview GIZ Pro-
gramme director jörg Pudelka. 
Pudelka has worked as an expert 
on constitutional law matters in an 
eu-funded project in the Russian 
Federation, then as project man-
ager in Kazakhstan and Turkmeni-
stan in the GIZ Programme sup-
port for Legal and judicial Reform 
in Central asia. Currently, he is the 
director of the GIZ Regional Pro-
gramme Promotion of the Rule of 
Law in Central asia, which covers 
Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and uz-
bekistan. 

What is the value of ODA in the 
modern world?

GIZ is an implementation agen-
cy; that means we are responsible 
for the technical aspects of official 
development assistance.

In Germany, it is the Ministry for 
economic Cooperation and devel-
opment that sets the policies for of-
ficial development assistance. On 
the ministry’s website (www.bmz.
de), you can find more information 
on the value of Oda for Germany 
in the modern world. 

GIZ is an experienced service 
provider and assists the German 

government in achieving its objec-
tives in the field of international 
cooperation. The organisation op-
erates in many fields: economic 
development and employment 
promotion; governance and de-
mocracy; security, reconstruction, 
peace building and civil conflict 
transformation; food security, 
health and basic education and en-
vironmental protection, resource 
conservation and climate change 
mitigation.

Could you share GIZ’s experi-
ence in Kazakhstan? What are 
the major goals (missions) of the 
organisation in Central Asia?

GIZ supports the government 
of Kazakhstan in the fields of sus-
tainable economic development, 
education and vocational training, 
good governance and the rule of 
law, the environment and climate, 
as well as health. We operate in 
Kazakhstan on behalf of the Fed-
eral Ministry for economic Coop-
eration and development (BMZ), 
the Federal Foreign Office, the 
Federal Ministry of the Interior 
(BMI), the Federal Office of Ad-
ministration, the Federal Minis-
try of Health (BMG), the Federal 
Ministry of economics and Tech-
nology (BMWi) and the european 
Commission by implementing 
specific projects in these fields. 
For example, we have advised the 

drafting group on the new civil 
procedure code. We have also ad-
vised schools in developing their 
curricula.

GIZ has been active in Kazakh-
stan since the early 1990s (until 
2010 under the name of GTZ). 
Thus, we could experience the 
development this country has un-
dergone first hand. As this coun-
try has changed, so has the nature 
of our cooperation. While in the 
past it has been a recipient of aid, 
Kazakhstan is now an important 
partner for us in shaping the future 
of development cooperation, espe-
cially in Central asia. 

Kazakhstan was recently clas-
sified as an upper middle income 
country. KazAID is the first ODA 
programme among the Central 
asian states and one that will be-
gin with a neighbourhood focus.

What prospects do you see for 
the KazAID programme?

It is always good for us to see 
when recipients of aid become do-
nors themselves. In the course of 
its many years of experience in all 
fields of development work, GIZ 
has already witnessed similar de-
velopments in other countries. In 
saudi arabia, Mexico and the new 
european union (eu) member 
states, for example, we already co-
operate with new Oda agencies. 
We hope that KazaId, too, will 

become a partner for us in imple-
menting projects in the future. 

How do you feel about working 
in Kazakhstan? 

I think Kazakhstan is a very ex-
citing place to be at the moment. 
so much is happening; the country 
is going through a huge and fast-
paced transformation process. you 
can really observe how Kazakh-
stan is changing. 

In this transformation process, 
development of a system based on 
the rule of law plays an important 
part. For me as a lawyer, this pro-
vides the unique opportunity to be 
part of creating something new. 
While the legal system here al-
ready has clear tendencies towards 
the continental european tradi-
tions, we still have to make sure 
that new rules can be successfully 
implemented within the local set-
ting and adapt them accordingly. 

In particular, it is important to 
counteract forces that try to extri-
cate Kazakhstan from the conti-
nental european legal sphere. For 
one, I am absolutely convinced 
that our shared continental eu-
ropean inheritance – which goes 
back as far as concerns private 
law (and thus the economically 
most-significant field of law) to 
ancient Roman times – has im-
mense advantages compared to 
the anglo-saxon legal systems. 
But even disregarding this, a con-
version to common law would 
delay Kazakhstan’s further devel-
opment for years. Insofar, one can 
only hope that Kazakhstan will 
continue on its path of legal re-
form. In this, GIZ will always be 
happy to lend its support. 

Czech Development 
Cooperation Experience 

Could Be Useful for KazAID
By Aiman Turebekova

asTana – The Czech Repub-
lic is a relatively young actor in 
the community of nations render-
ing development assistance be-
yond its borders. It has already 
accumulated more than two dec-
ades of work in this field, how-
ever, and can therefore be of in-
terest as a potential role model in 
Kazakhstan’s attempt to launch a 
national operator of official de-
velopment assistance (Oda) un-
der the brand KazaId.

Therefore, Czech develop-
ment agency deputy director 
Martin naprstek was invited to 
share his country’s experience 
in the field with Kazakh gov-
ernment officials under the joint 
training programme run by the 
united nations development 
Programme and Kazakhstan’s 
Foreign Ministry.

The Czech Oda system under-
went a significant transformation 
from 2008-2012, which progres-
sively transferred bilateral devel-
opment activities and projects 
to the Ministry of Foreign af-
fairs (MFa) that were previously 
managed by nine different min-
istries. as a result, development 
cooperation has become an im-
portant component of Czech 
foreign policy. The country sup-
ports implementing development 
projects, offers scholarships ena-
bling students to enrol at Czech 
universities and provides human-
itarian aid, as well as a number 
of related activities. at the same 
time, it actively participates in 
international organisations that 
deal with issues of developing 
countries. 

The astana Times used nap-
rstek’s visit to astana to ask 
questions about the Czech Oda 
programme and his opinion about 
the prospects of KazaId.

On what kinds of projects does 
the Czech ODA focus?

The principles of Czech devel-
opment cooperation are based 
on some important and interna-
tionally-recognised documents 
– mainly on the european Con-
sensus on development (2005), 
the Paris declaration on aid 
effectiveness (2005), the accra 
agenda for action (2008) and 
the Busan Partnership for effec-

tive development Cooperation 
(2011).

according to the develop-
ment Cooperation strategy of the 
Czech Republic (2010–2017), 
our bilateral projects are focused 
mainly on eradication of poverty, 
economic and social develop-
ment, environmental protection 
and promotion of democracy, hu-
man rights and good governance 
in developing countries.

Our sectorial priorities are 
based on the Czech Republic’s 
comparative advantages and cur-
rently we are primarily active in 
environment, agriculture, educa-
tion, social and health services 
and economic development. 

In 2014, the Czech develop-
ment agency implemented more 
than 120 projects in 14 countries 
in cooperation with Czech pri-
vate companies, nGOs, universi-
ties and other partners. 

Afghanistan has been includ-
ed among priority programme 
countries for development co-
operation in the strategy of the 
Czech Development Coopera-
tion for 2010-2017. What are 
the priority sectors of Czech 
development cooperation in Af-
ghanistan?

The Islamic Republic of af-
ghanistan has long been among 
the foreign policy priorities 
of the Czech Republic and, as 
such, has also been included 
among priority programme 
countries for development coop-
eration. The Czech Republic’s 

development cooperation there 
is currently focused mainly on 
agriculture (which provides a 
livelihood to about 80 percent 
of the afghan population) – par-
ticularly through support for 
small farms and the introduction 
of modern farming methods. We 
are also active in agricultural 
education – including teacher 
training, the creation of school 
curricula and the cooperation of 
academic and state institutions. 
However, the implementation of 
standard development assistance 
in afghanistan would require 
improvements in the security 
situation in the future.

As you know, Kazakhstan is 
planning to establish its own 
ODA programme to imple-
ment development projects in 
Central Asia and the wider re-
gion and establishing KazAID 
would help build a more stable 
and secure environment. What 
prospects do you see for the  
KazAID programme?

as [being run by] an impor-
tant actor in the region of Central 
asia, KazaId should be using 
its good knowledge of local and 
regional issues and problems and 
also experiences from the recent 
development and economic suc-
cess of Kazakhstan. On a larger 
scale – and as a member of the 
international donor community 
– the Republic of Kazakhstan 
should actively take part in ef-
forts aimed mainly at eradication 
of poverty and social and eco-
nomic development in develop-
ing countries all over the world. 

Almaty Café Opens with 
Mentally Challenged employees

Jörg Pudelka

Alexey Kapustin is interviewed about his job. Photo: Vlast.kz.

Martin naperstek

KazAId should 
be using its good 
knowledge of local 
and regional issues 
and problems and 
also experiences 
from the recent 
development and 
economic success of 
Kazakhstan.
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Kuat dombai and other climbers at the 2015 Alpiniad. Photo from Kuat dombai.

southern Thai Tourism destinations 
Hope for direct Flights from Kazakhstan 

By Michelle witte

asTana – Two of southern 
Thailand’s biggest tourism centres, 
Phuket Province and Koh samui 
of surat Thani province, joined the 
“amazing Road show to Kazakh-
stan 2015” campaign to open new 
tourist markets and establish direct 

flights to the regions, the National 
news Bureau of Thailand reported. 

Tens of thousands of Kazakhs 
travel to Phuket each year, said 
Vice President of the Phuket Tour-
ism association Bhuritt Mas-
wongssa, according to the report. 
Most come in the high season and 
travel by charter flight. Opening a 
direct flight between the countries 

would promote year round tour-
ism, not only in the high season, 
and thereby increase tourism num-
bers overall. 

Representatives of the Phuket 
Tourism association were to meet 
with air astana representatives 
on june 17 to discuss the possibil-
ity of an Astana-Phuket flight. On 
june 19, the Thai tourism delegates 

were to meet with Kazakh officials 
from the Ministry of Foreign af-
fairs to discuss tourism between 
the two nations and other forms of 
cooperation, the Thai news outlet 
said.

The amazing Road show cam-
paign, held from june 15–20 in 
almaty and astana, was organ-
ised by the Tourism association of 
Thailand. 

In december 2014, air astana 
launched a twice-a-week direct 
flight from Astana to Bangkok, 
but the flight does not operate year 
round. Direct flights between Al-
maty and Bangkok were launched 
in 2003. 

according to data on tourism 
from the World Bank, 26 million 
people travelled to Thailand as 
tourists in 2013. Kazakhstan’s out-
bound tourism has grown steadily 
over the past decade, with more 
than 10 million people travelling 
out of the country on leisure last 
year, according to the World Bank. 

Almaty Celebrates Alpiniad Fest 
with Mass Climbing of Abai Peak

By Aiman Turebekova

More than 250 people celebrated 
alpiniad july 4 by climbing abai 
Peak in the Zailiisky alatau moun-
tain range. The organisers dedicat-
ed the event to the 170th anniver-
sary of the great Kazakh literary 
figure Abai Kunanbaiuly, whose 
name was given to the 4,010-metre 
peak near almaty. The festival also 
marked the 20th anniversary of 
President nursultan nazarbayev’s 
ascent to the summit, reported Ka-
zpravda.kz.

Popular in a number of post-
soviet countries, alpiniad features 
a mass climbing of a particular 
summit. The tradition originated 
in 1933 when 58 people scaled eu-
rope’s highest peak, Mount elbrus 
in the Caucasus.

“The event was held in order to 
attract people to the active forms 
of recreation and development 
and popularisation of climbing. 

everyone without age restrictions 
and with a good physical condition 
was invited to participate,” accord-
ing to a press release from almaty 
akimat (city administration).

alpiniad started at 6 a.m. from 
the shymbulak ski Resort (2,200 
metres), continuing through Talgar 
Pass (3,200 metres) and Bogda-
novich Glacier to the top of abai 
Peak. The event, completed under 
the supervision of climbers and 
trainers, ended at 2 p.m. The day 
was organised by almaty akimat, 
the Kazakh national Olympic 
Committee, almaty department 
of Physical Culture and sports and 
Kazakhstan Mountaineering Club.

Participants were excited about 
the event and shared comments 
on their Facebook and Twitter ac-
counts. Popular Kazakh blogger 
Kuat dombai noted there were 
many foreigners on the mountain, 
including individuals from Russia, 
China and Western countries. He 

admitted to being late to the start, 
causing him to get stuck in a “traf-
fic jam” on the mountain heel cre-
ated by a line of climbers waiting 
for their turn to scale the summit.

“Having stood for two hours … 
buckled with a safety carabiner and 
having had only a sandwich with 
kazy (horse sausage) for breakfast, 
I divided the number of those in 

line to a speed of assent and had 
to resort to a shameful escape. no 
hope for me. Today abai won, but 
I will be back, God willing, ‘cause 
nothing compares to this pill of ex-
citement, pure adrenaline, karmic 
closeness to God and the charge 
for the whole week. It is a blessing 
of God,” dombai enthusiastically 
commented on his Facebook page.

Air Astana Adds 
Seven Planes for 

International 
Flights

By Julia Rutz

The largest Kazakh aviation 
company air astana signed an 
agreement on june 16 in Paris-Le 
Bourget to lease seven aircraft, in-
cluding two a320neo, one a321n-
eo and four long-range a321neo 
LR planes. The aircraft will be 
delivered by american air Lease 
Corporation (Los angeles), report-
ed the press service of air astana 
company.

The first A320neo aircraft is ex-
pected to arrive in Kazakhstan in 
spring 2016, while other planes 
will be delivered during 2018 and 
2019. a320neo airliners will offer 
domestic flights as well as interna-
tional routes to China, India, Rus-
sia and the united arab emirates. 
The a321neo LR can carry out 
long-haul flights, including those 
from astana to London and from 
almaty to Bangkok, Ho Chi Minh 
City and Hong Kong. 

“a320 airbus has proved its 
exceptional performance in op-
eration for the past nine years. It 
also has an attractive appearance, 
low operating costs, high reli-
ability and high levels of secu-
rity. The new generation aircraft 
A320neo provides a significant 

improvement in comfort, effi-
ciency and operational capabili-
ties, especially during long-haul 
flights between Asia and Eu-
rope,” said air astana President, 
Peter Foster.

It was reported that a320neo 
has 16 seats in business class and 
132 seats in economy class. The 
a321neo has 28 seats in business 
class and 151 seats in economy 
class and the a321neo LR offers 
16 seats in business class and 150 
seats in economy class. all new 
airliners will be equipped with in-
dividual entertainment systems in 
both classes. 

air astana is a joint venture of 
the samruk Kazyna sovereign 
Wealth Fund and Bae systems 
with respective shares of 51 per-
cent and 49 percent. The aviation 
company launched regular flights 
on May 15, 2002 and has a route 
network that includes more than 
60 international and domestic 
flights operated from major hubs 
of the country located in almaty, 
Astana and Atyrau. The fleet con-
sists of 30 Western-made aircraft, 
such as Boeing 767-300eR, Bo-
eing 757-200, airbus a320 and 
embraer e190.

expedition launches to Visit 
Previous Kazakh Capitals

By dmitry lee

asTana – an international ex-
pedition to highlight the 550th an-
niversary of the Kazakh Khanate 
and the upcoming astana day on 
july 6 has been launched in ural-
sk, Bnews.kz reported on june 22.

“One of the main issues of na-
tional history is the emergence, 
formation and development of the 
state,” said head of the expedition 
and director of the Regional Cen-
tre of History and archaeology 
Murat sdykov. “For the Kazakhs, 
this process originates from the 
time of forming the nomadic civi-
lisation and culture that formed 
the main characteristics of the 
economic-cultural type, the foun-
dations of language, traditions and 
customs. The statehood was the 
result of a long nomadic, tribal, 
ethno-political evolution in the 

vast territory in the 15th century 
that has become the foundation of 
the formation of the Kazakh ethnic 
group,” he added.

The expedition will go from 
uralsk to atyrau, saraishyk, urda, 
Orenburg and will return back 
to uralsk. all the cities along 
the itinerary were, at different 
points in Kazakh history, capitals. 
saraishyk was the capital of the 
Kazakh Khanate in the beginning 
of the 18th century; urda was the 
capital of the Bukeyev Khanate in 
the middle of the 19th century and 
Orenburg was an administrative 
centre of the Kazakh autonomous 
soviet socialistic Republic from 
1922 to 1925.

“Celebrations of the 550th an-
niversary of the Kazakh Khanate 
give Russian historians a unique 
opportunity to pay attention to 
these important dates based on 

modern scientific cooperation,” 
said denis Maryskin, a scientist 
at the Western Kazakhstan Public 
Fund of science and education. 
“A scientific expedition could help 
scholars hold an active exchange 
of opinions and relative ques-
tions,” he concluded. 

The public fund akzhol with the 
support of the uralsk city admin-
istration, atyrau dosmukhamedov 
state university and the Western 
Kazakhstan Centre of History and 
archaeology are among the organ-
isers of the exhibition.

Celebrations and events have 
been held this year to mark the 
550th anniversary of the Kazakh 
Khanate. The Khanate was found-
ed by Kazakh sultans Kerei and 
Zhanybek. The Kazakh Khanate 
lasted until the 19th century before 
it was joined to the Russian em-
pire.
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Kazakhstan’s Ruslan Kurbanov (R) fights Dong Chao of China at the Asian 
Fencing Championships. Photo by The new Paper.
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The Kazakh Greco-
Roman wrestling 
team, coached by 
Boranbek Konyratov, 
won the competition 
with 65 points

sagymbayev Appointed Astana Barys 
First Head Coach from Kazakhstan

By Arsen dilim

despite the fact that hockey sea-
son ended a few weeks ago, news 
about astana’s favourite team 
sport is exciting fans in the midst 
of summer.

news recently spread quickly 
among the hockey world that the 
head coach of Barys andrei naz-
arov had accepted an invitation to 
lead sKa saint Petersburg, current 
holders of Gagarin Cup.

as a consequence, there was a 
vacancy in the place of the head 
coach of Kazakhstan’s only repre-
sentative in the Continental Hock-
ey League (KHL). There were 

many predictions on who would 
be named to the spot. Most pundits 
expected another foreign specialist 

to be appointed. However, on june 
22, the team owners announced 
the appointment of yerlan sagym-
bayev, the club’s first ever home-
grown coach. 

sagymbayev is well-known to 
local fans. The 45-year-old has 
experience as a player in a number 
of clubs like Torpedo ust-Kame-
nogorsk, avtomobilist Karaganda, 
avangard Omsk, Metallurg novo-
kuznetsk and siberia novosibirsk. 
He also captained Team Kazakh-
stan at the Olympic Games in na-
gano 1998. Those were the nation-
al team’s first Olympic Games, and 
it did spectacularly well, reach-
ing the quarterfinals, the highest 

achievement in Kazakhstan hock-
ey’s history.

due to health problems, sagym-
bayev had to end his career early. 
However, he has gained some no-
table experience in Kazakhstan 
hockey as a coach and has proven 
himself to be a solid specialist. 
Before Barys he led Torpedo ust-
Kamenogorsk, sary-arka Kara-
ganda and Irtysh Pavlodar. He was 
a member of the coaching staff of 
hockey clubs snezhnye Barsy and 
Barys. sagymbayev also coached 
the national team. 

It remains only to wish good 
luck to the new man at the helm of 
astana’s most favoured club.

Kairat Eliminates 
Former Euro 

Champions, Other 
Kazakh Clubs Less 
Lucky as Europa 

League Starts
By Galiaskar seitzhan

asTana – The european 
football season started for three 
Kazakh contenders with the first 
qualification round of the Europa 
League on july 2 and 9. Two of 
them, FC aktobe and FC Ordabasy 
shymkent failed to deliver in the 
two-leg ties against estonian and 
Israeli clubs respectively. Kairat 
almaty, however, accomplished a 
remarkable victory against Crvena 
Zvezda, also known as Red star 
Belgrade, winners of the 1991 eu-
ropean Champions Cup.

The first among the three Ka-
zakh clubs, FC aktobe is a joint 
record holder, along with FC Ir-
tysh Pavlodar, in term of national 
championship titles won – five. 
The club is considered in Kazakh-
stan to be the one with the most ex-
perience in european tournaments 
and is believed to have a solid 
budget and strong line-up. There-
fore, it was a big surprise when 
the west Kazakhstan club lost the 
first match on home soil against a 
lesser-known and less funded es-
tonian club Mj nõmme Kalju 0-1. 
despite clear domination on the 
field and creating many more scor-
ing chances than the opponents, 
aktobe failed to hit its target and 
allowed a goal in an attack by the 
guests. The situation repeated in 
the second leg, and, thanks to a 
goalless draw in Tallinn, it was the 
estonian team who progressed to 
the second round.

FC Ordabasy shymkent had 
a more experienced opposition 
in Beitar jerusalem, a six-time 
champion of the Israeli football 
league. The first game in Kazakh-
stan ended with a dull 0-0. at the 
Teddy stadium, in the holy city of 
three religions, Beitar proved to 
be the stronger side and won 2-1, 
although the Ordabasy had their 
chances to snatch away the victory 
on the away goals rule.

Last year’s runners up in the do-
mestic league, FC Kairat almaty 
had the toughest draw out of three 
Kazakh contenders, facing the ser-
bian giants Crvena Zvezda. The 
Belgrade club has an impressive 
history of victories in europe, in-
cluding the european Champions 
Cup in 1991. It is also known for 
an impressive army of fans known 
well beyond serbia’s borders for 
their passionate, and sometimes 
aggressive, support of their club. a 

few of its current squad’s youngest 
players last month became world 
champions after beating their 
Brazilian peers in the FIFa u20 
World Cup final in New Zealand. 
Therefore, the serbs were clear 
favourites to win the tie. How-
ever, Kairat managed a surprise 
2-0 away victory. The host players 
were quick to explain the loss with 
bad luck and “arbitrary rulings” 
from the match’s Polish referee as 
he showed one of the Red star’s 
defenders a red card in the early 
minutes of the games.

The return leg on almaty’s Cen-
tral stadium became an impres-
sive display of loyalty from the 
Kairat’s fans who turned out en 
masse in the club’s traditional yel-
low jerseys and actively supported 
the home players throughout the 
match. The game itself proved to 
be a high quality rivalry, in which 
Kairat was no worse but with more 
quality in finishing attacks, which 
led to two more goals scored. The 
Red star players managed only to 
earn a penalty kick at the end of 
the match, which fixed the 2-1 vic-
tory for the home side.

Following this remarkable ac-
complishment, Kairat almaty 
progressed to the second round of 
the Europa League qualifications. 
There it will face a potentially 
dangerous opposition from the 
armenian club alashkert, surprise 
winners in the first round against 
scottish Premier League side saint 
Johnstone FC. The first match will 
be played in almaty on july 16 and 
the second a week later in yerevan.

Kairat hopes to field against 
the armenians its newest signing, 
anatoliy Tymoshchuk. a veteran 
star defender of the ukrainian na-
tional team, he is a former player 
of dynamo Kyiv and Zenit saint 
Petersburg, as well as Bayern Mu-
nich with which he won the ueFa 
Champions League in 2013. de-
spite being 36 years old, the pun-
dits say he is still capable of add-
ing more strength to his new club’s 
defence lines.

The current holders of the Ka-
zakh Premier League title, FC 
astana, start their campaign in the 
Champions League qualification 
round with an away match against 
slovenia’s FC Maribor on july 14, 
with the return leg scheduled at 
astana arena on july 22. The lo-
cal fans hope astana will be able to 
emulate Kairat’s model of succeed-
ing against a former yugoslav side.

Kazakh epee Fencers win Gold 
at Asian Fencing Championships

By Julia Rutz

Kazakh epee fencers won gold 
at the 2015 asian Fencing Cham-
pionships, which took place in 
singapore on june 20-25, reported 
tengrinews.

The Kazakhstan men’s team, 
represented by elmir alimzhanov, 
Ivan deryabin, dmitry alexanin 
and Ruslan Kurbanov, who was 
also a silver medalist at the World 
universiade, defeated the nation-
al team of Korea with a score of 
45:37 and then beat China with a 
45:43 win in the final. 

This was the second medal 
the national team of Kazakhstan 
received at the asian Champi-
onships in singapore this year. 
earlier, Kazakh fencer elmir al-
imzhanov won the bronze in the 

individual competition among 
men. elimzhanov is a two-time 
champion of the asian Champi-

onships and participated in the 
2012 Olympic Games in London. 

“Today, I am happy to receive 

the bronze medal. It was hard to 
win,” said alimzhanov. 

The Kazakh epee fencer 
couldn’t beat his rival from south 
Korea, Park Kyoung-doo, who in 
his turn, failed to beat a Chinese 
athlete.

Kazakhstan’s female team, scor-
ing 29:45, couldn’t win against the 
team from Hong Kong in the quar-
terfinal.  Among female fencers 
were a champion of asia, ulyana 
Balaganskaya, as well as bronze 
medalists from the 2014 asian 
Games 2014 Tamara Pochekutova, 
Tatiana Prikhodko and diana Pa-
mansha.

The Kazakh team is planning to 
participate in the coming World 
universiade in south Korea and 
then in World Championships in 
Moscow, Russia.

Kazakh wrestlers Take numerous Medals at Asian 
Junior Championship 

By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

asTana – Kazakh Greco-Ro-
man wrestler dastan Zarlykhanov 
from the akmola region won gold 
in the 55-kilogrammes category at 
the july 9-12 2015 junior asian 
Free style, Greco-Roman style 
and Female Wrestling Champion-
ships in Myanmar, according to 
the Bnews website.

Zarlykhanov graduated from the 
sports school named after T. uali-
yeva in the Zhaksynskoi district of 
the akmola region and now stud-
ies at the school of higher sports-
manship in the region. Winning 
the championship of asia has put 
dastan into an elite, international 
class of wrestler. He is coached by 
yegor Mukshtadt.

In the 84-kilogramme category, 
another Kazakh athlete, Husein 

Mutsolgov, also took gold. Tamer-
lan shadukayev won a silver medal 
in the 74-kilogramme category and 
bronze medals went to shaharbek 
Rakhman (66 kilogrammes) and 
Tsarkis Pshenichnikov (96 kilo-
grammes).

The Kazakh Greco-Roman 
wrestling team, coached by Boran-
bek Konyratov, won the competi-
tion with 65 points. an Indian team 
earned 59 points to finish runner-
up. The Iranian team finished in 

the third place with 58 points, ac-
cording the Zakon website.

Female Kazakh wrestlers Ma-
rina sedneva (55 kilogrammes) 
and Zhamilya Bakbergenova (67 
kilogrammes) won silver. svetlana 
ankicheva in the 44-kilogrammes 
category and Marina Zueva in the 
51-kilogrammes category took 
bronze. The women’s team is 
coached by adilet yermakov.

Kazakh Freestyle wrestlers Il-
yas Zhumai (66 kilogrammes) 
and Bagdaulet almentai (96 kilo-
grammes) won gold. Bauyrzhan 
Torebek (60 kilogrammes) and Il-
iskhan Chilayev (84 kilogrammes) 
won silver. Bronze medals went to 
yernur Kabatayev in the 55-kilo-
grammes category and Kuandyk 
yergeshev in the 74-kilogrammes 
category. The freestyle team 
is coached by Manarbek Kys-
taubayev.

Kazakh davis Cup squad Heads 
to Australia for Quarterfinals

By Alexander lyakhov

aLMaTy – after a brilliant vic-
tory over Italy, Kazakhstan’s davis 
Cup team is readying for its fourth 
Davis Cup quarterfinals appearance 
in five years. They will face Aus-
tralia july 17-19 in darwin, aus-
tralia. Other pairs in the quarterfinal 
match ups include Great Britain 
and France, argentina and serbia, 
as well as Belgium and Canada.

darwin lies in the far north 
of australia, close to the equa-
tor. Here in the Marrara sporting 
Complex, a temporary tennis sta-
dium with a grass court has been 
created. The climate, forecasted to 
be about + 28°C during the match-
es, and the surface of the court will 
be well suited for the host country.

The Kazakh and australian 

team captains, in accordance with 
the regulations, choose their team 
players 10 days before the start of 
the match.

The Kazakhstan team will in-
clude:

• Mikhail Kukushkin (ATP In-
dividual Ranking 63 / aTP Pairs 
Ranking 349);

• Alexander Nedovesov (ATP 
Individual Ranking 115 / aTP 
Pairs Ranking 146);

• Andrey Golubev (ATP Individ-
ual Ranking 155 / aTP Pairs Rank-
ing 131);

• Dmitry Popko (ATP Individual 
Ranking 370 / aTP Pairs Ranking 
595).

The australian team, captained 
by 52-year-old Wally Masur, will 
consist of:

• Nick Kyrgios (ATP Individual 

Ranking 41 / aTP Pairs Ranking 
198);

• Samuel Groth (ATP Individu-
al Ranking 69 / aTP Pairs Rank-
ing 59);

• Thanasi Kokkinakis (ATP In-
dividual Ranking 71 / aTP Pairs 
Ranking 175);

• Lleyton Hewitt (ATP Individu-
al Ranking 279 / aTP Pairs Rank-
ing 208).

Hewitt is a former world num-
ber one and three-time winner of 
Grand slam tournaments with ex-
perience with davis Cup wins. In 
1999 and 2003, Hewitt along with 
Mark Philippoussis, Wayne ar-
thurs and the world’s best pair of 
their time – Todd Woodbridge and 
Mark Woodford achieved great 
davis Cup success.

It is thought that the australians 

will pair Hewitt and Groth in dou-
bles matches. Groth is familiar to 
Kazakh fans for pairing with an-
drei Golubev to reach the 2014 
French Open doubles semifinals.

On the singles side, australia 
team members Kyrgios and Kokki-
nakis are expected to be Cup stand-
outs as both are young and have ex-
perienced davis Cup success. One 
year ago in Cottesloe, nick defeat-
ed in three sets uzbekistan’s team 
leader denis Istomin, and Kokki-
nakis in March in Ostrava (Czech 
Republic) bounced back from two 
sets to love against Lukáš Rosol, 
bringing his team its first point.

The history of matches between 
the players of the two squads is 
brief. at the 2009 French Open, 
Hewitt easily bested Golubev 6:4, 
6:3, 6:1. In 2014 at the Indian Wells 
Masters, Kukushkin defeated Groth 
6:4, 2:6, 7:6 (7:4), and earlier this 
year Kukushkin lost to Kyrios on 
clay in nice – 6:7 (5:7), 2:6.

The article first appeared 
in lyakhov.kz. Translated and 
placed with permission.
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Astana Celebrates Anniversary with Fairs, 
Fireworks, Modern and Traditional Art

By Michelle witte  
and Yerbolat Uatkhanov

asTana – astana day, the an-
nual combined celebration of the 
birthday of Kazakhstan’s capital 
city and the President who has 
shaped its modern form, was 
marked this year by a weekend of 
traditional and contemporary per-
formances and capped by a riv-
erside laser show and fireworks 
display. 

The celebrations around july 6 

mark the 17th birthday of Kazakh-
stan’s young capital. It was on this 
day in 1994 when the country’s 
Parliament passed the resolution 
to move the capital from almaty 
to the city then called akmola. 
The capital was officially moved 
to akmola in december 1997, the 
city was renamed astana in May 
1998 and formally presented to 
the world in the summer of 1998. 

july 6 this year also marked 
the 75th birthday of President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev, who first 

suggested the idea of moving the 
capital in 1994, at the lowest ebb 
of social and economic crisis in 
the country following the collapse 
of the soviet union. He has since 
personally overseen the construc-
tion of the capital as the symbol of 
the country’s modern growth.

speaking at a formal reception 
to mark the anniversary on july 
6, the Kazakh leader underlined 
astana had continued on a path 
of evolving into a true economic, 
cultural, and educational hub of 
Kazakhstan, in addition to a status 
of the administrative capital.

as a result, astana today is 
among the regions that are do-
nors to the national budget, naz-
arbayev highlighted.

“Implementation of the nurly 
Zhol (Path to the Future) pro-
gramme is bringing all regions 
[of Kazakhstan] closer to the 
capital… Hosting the eXPO 2017 
will [develop] technological lead-
ership of our country and dem-
onstrate Kazakhstan’s accom-
plishments in alternative energy. 
establishment of the astana In-
ternational Financial Centre is an-
other ambitious initiative. It will 
define a direction of progress not 
only for astana but for the whole 
country for many years ahead,” 
nazarbayev said.

“‘Local leadership and global 
competitiveness’ is a formula that 
we will follow”, he emphasised.

The President also thanked all 
those who contribute to astana’s 
progress. “a unique eurasian 
culture is being shaped here, the 
youth earns a competitive educa-
tion, new families are formed that 
look into their future with con-
fidence. I am certain that thanks 
to our unity, diligence, and per-
sistence, we will reach all our 

goals,” the President concluded.
In astana, the saturday and 

sunday before the Monday holi-
day were packed with events and 
performances, many promoting 
Kazakh and Central asian cul-
ture, but also peppered with of-
ferings from around the world, 
including the australian perfor-
mance troupe strange Fruit, who 
put on a gravity-defying display 
of dance, theatre and acrobatics 
atop swaying poles towering over 
the crowd near the city’s Baiterek 
Monument, as well as marching 
scottish bagpipers. 

nurly Zhol Boulevard was 
turned into an avenue of futur-
istic art objects for astana art 
Fest, which displayed objects of 
design, architecture and technolo-
gies. artists, famous architects, 
directors of art programmes and 
videographers from France, Ger-
many, the netherlands, Italy, the 
u.s., spain, Russia and Kazakh-
stan presented their works at the 
event, and visitors were swept 
into street theatrical performances 

and training workshops. President 
nazarbayev visited the festival to 
explore the modern art and tech-
nologies under the themes of fire 
energy, water energy and air ener-
gy, in keeping with the Future en-
ergy theme of eXPO 2017, which 
astana will host.

The ancient san Carlo Theatre 
of naples also offered a birthday 
treat, presenting the “Giselle” bal-
let on july 6 at the astana Opera. 
a shortened version of “aida” 
was also presented on july 1 out-
side of the city’s Palace of Peace 
and Harmony. 

elsewhere in the city were 
cooking exhibitions, parades, 
horse shows, public opera per-
formances, kite festivals, magic 
shows and, in the evenings, music 
and fireworks along the banks of 
the yessil River that bisects the 
town.

Commerce was also an im-
portant part of events, with the 
usual craft and heritage fair set 
up around Khan shatyr, where 
craftsmen from around the region 
sold traditional clothing, pot-
tery and other souvenirs and per-
formers demonstrated traditional 
skills, including horse tricks and 
hunting with eagles. another pop-
up tent displaying locally made 
clothes, accessories and food was 
erected near the Baiterek Tower, 
showcasing the country’s more 
modern offerings.  

some kilometres outside of 
modern astana, the anniversary 
was honoured with more tra-
ditional games. at the Tulpar 
sport Club in astana’s suburbs, 
a kokpar tournament was held. 
Kokpar is a traditional Kazakh 
horse game, likened to polo – but 
played with a goat carcass. Teams 
from around the country gathered 
to play in the two-day clash. 

director of the astana Kokpar 
Club amanzhol Khasenov said 
his organisation had been teach-
ing boys to play and arranging 
tournaments for the past 14 years. 
“This is a tradition that comes 
from our ancestors,” he said in an 
interview on july 6. “In ancient 
times, when our tribes didn’t 
have wars, they played this game, 
because the game helps players 
learn to become good horsemen. 

The game teaches boys to handle 
horses very well and to educate 
their horses and get the skills nec-
essary for battle.”

even now, with no battles to be 
fought, the game is important in 
maintaining Kazakhstan’s tradi-
tion of exceptional horsemanship, 
he said. 

spectator Gerhard dippenaar, 
27, of south africa, who has 
lived in astana for eight months 
and came to the tournament on 
july 6, said “kokpar is by a long 
shot the manliest sport I’ve seen 
in a long time. Great to see asta-
na keep cultural activities like 
this alive!” 

Two huge fireworks displays 
capped the weekend of events. 
at 11p.m. on july 5, astana’s 
sky was illuminated by hundreds 
of fireworks shot over the Yessil 
River. The fireworks were re-
flected in the waters of the river 
and up to 35,000 watched the 
show, including on large Led 
displays. Water displays in dif-
ferent languages and video clips 
were also projected on fountains 
using modern light and laser tech-
nologies. On july 6, 10-minute 
fireworks displays were presented 
on the riverbank, at Khan shatyr 
mall square, at the intersection of 
Pushkin and abylay khan streets, 
near the astana Music Hall res-
taurant and near Zhas Batyr sta-
dium.

More than 100 musicians also 
participated in a parade dedi-
cated to astana day. The parade 
and musicians went from astana 
art Gallery to Zhastar Palace, 
performing such compositions as 
capital martial music, war songs 
and Voice of asia compositions.

“We try to vary and do some-
thing new every year, inviting 
new teams. Last year, we invited 
orchestras from ekaterinburg and 
novosibirsk, but this year we in-
vited a band from Omsk. every 
band is unique,” said Oral Rys-
magambetov, one of the organis-
ers of the event, as reported by 
Bnews.

since the transfer of the capi-
tal to astana, it has grown from a 
town of 280,000 people to a city 
of more than 850,000 as of jan. 1, 
2015.


