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By Danna Bupezhanova

ASTANA – Kazakhstan and Uz-
bekistan publicly confirmed their com-
mitment to strengthening bilateral ties 
and friendly cooperation in Central 
Asia during the official visit of Uzbek 
leader Islam Karimov to Astana on 
Nov. 25.

“People in our nations are paying 
close attention to this visit, as the sta-

bility and development of the region 
depends on the ideas espoused and 
joint efforts undertaken by Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan,” President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev said at the beginning of 
the talks with his counterpart, recalling 
the historical and cultural closeness 
between the two countries.

The Uzbek leader’s visit was 
prompted by the Kazakh President’s 
Nov. 11 state-of-the-nation address, 
said a Kazakh official who did not 

want to be identified, as he was speak-
ing without authorisation. The address, 
delivered two months early, outlined 
major infrastructure investment plans 
in light of negative trends in the world 
economy. The official added that the 
talks took place in an “extremely warm 
and understanding” atmosphere, re-
flected in the public statements by the 
two leaders.

At the beginning of their talks in 
the Akorda presidential residence in 

the presence of the media, Karimov 
stressed the importance of the bilateral 
Treaty on Strategic Partnership signed 
in 2013 and confessed that he had not 
fully appreciated its significance until 
recently. He went on to heap praise on 
his Kazakh counterpart, a move laden 
with importance for long-time watch-
ers of Central Asian politics who often 
point to perceived rivalries between 
the two countries and the two leaders.

Continued on Page A3

With Warm Embrace, Nazarbayev 
and Karimov Call for Stronger Ties 
between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 

Dear readers, 

On this auspicious day, we would 
like to wish all of you (and ourselves) 
a happy fourth birthday to The Astana 
Times!

The first issue of The Astana Times 
saw the light on November 30, 2010, 
one day before the summit of heads of 
state of the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
in Astana. Its original purpose was 
to show the many facets of life in 
Kazakhstan to the several thousand 
guests at that seminal event. At that 
point, there was no firm understand-
ing of how The Astana Times would 
develop, if at all. 

We’d like to think that, through your 

continued interest and support – and 
through some work on our part – The 
Astana Times has over these four years 
grown to indeed become Kazakhstan’s 
premiere English-language newspaper. 

We’d like to assure you that we 
will continue to put all our efforts into 
making our newspaper as interesting, 
relevant, useful and thought-provok-
ing as possible.

So many, many thanks for all your 
interest, input and support. We look 
forward to continuing to strive to be 
one of the best sources of information 
on Kazakhstan.

Roman Vassilenko, Editor-in-
Chief, and all of us at The Astana 
Times

The meeting between the leaders of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan resulted in a number of agreements, both orally and on paper.

By Zhanara Abdulova

ASTANA – The role of civil society 
was discussed Nov. 19 during the regu-
lar session of the Commission on the 
Fight against Corruption under Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev. Newly 
appointed Secretary of State Gulshara 
Abdykalikova chaired the meeting. 

In her opening remarks, Abdykalik-
ova stressed the necessity to efficiently 
use the potential of civil society in the 
fight against corruption. 

“I believe the commission will be 
cooperating more closely with civil 
society in the future owing to the in-
troduction of representatives of rec-
ognised non-governmental organisa-
tions,” she noted.

In line with the presidential decree, 
three new members of the commis-
sion were appointed, including Chair 
of the Board of Transparency Inter-
national Kazakhstan Natalia Malyar-
chuk, President of the Civil Alliance 

of Kazakhstan Nurlan Yerimbetov and 
Chairman of the Nur Otan Anti-Cor-
ruption Council and Mazhilis (lower 
house of Parliament) Deputy Kairbek 
Suleimenov. 

During the meeting, the commission 
discussed ways to increase the efficien-
cy of anti-corruption measures in the 
agricultural sector and tax administra-
tion. Special attention was paid to the 
reports presented by of Minister of Ag-
riculture Assylzhan Mamytbekov and 
Minister of Finance Bakhyt Sultanov, 
Prosecutor General Askhat Daulbayev, 
Chairman of the Agency for Civil Ser-
vice Affairs and Fighting Corruption 
Kairat Kozhamzharov and Chairman 
of the Accounts Committee for Control 
over Execution of the National Budget 
Kozy-Korpesh Dzhanburchin.

After extensive discussion, recom-
mendations were made to eliminate 
the conditions and circumstances con-
ducive to corruption in the agricultural 
sector and the country’s fiscal system. 

Continued on Page A2

Kazakhstan Enlists 
Civil Society in Fight 
against Corruption

By Pavel Pribylovsky

The Aral Sea has a grand history in 
Kazakhstan and the Central Asian re-
gion and was once one of the four larg-
est lakes in the world, covering 26,300 
square miles with Kazakhstan to the 
north and Uzbekistan to the south. Its 
name means “Island Sea” as this water 
body is surrounded by the forbidding 
deserts and dry steppes.

As many are aware, Soviet irrigation 
projects begun in the 1960s and other 
environmental challenges have severe-
ly depleted this once massive inland 
sea and by 2007, it had shrunk to 10 
percent of its original size.

But what many don’t know is that 
there has been a significant effort to re-
vive the Aral Sea, or, at least, its part, 

both internationally and in Kazakh-
stan. That effort has begun to draw 
international attention and resources, 
including from UN Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon who sent a video mes-
sage concerning the sea to the Oct. 
28-29 International Conference on the 
Implementation of Regional Projects 
in the Aral Sea Basin in Urgench, Uz-
bekistan.

The secretary general recalled his 
visit to the Aral Sea in 2010 and his 
reaction to the horrific sight of the 
“desert where water used to flow.” He 
called for greater “national and region-
al cooperation to manage trans-bound-
ary waters fairly” and “intensifying the 
international response.” He also called 
for more efficient local water use, em-
phasising that the root of the problem 
was poor water management that af-

fects the lives of millions in the region.
Masood Ahmad, World Bank task 

team leader for the Syr Darya Control 
& Northern Aral Sea (NAS) project, 
agreed with Ban Ki-moon’s sentiments 
during an interview with EdgeKz.

“The Aral Sea problem is not just a 
sea problem. It’s an agricultural prob-
lem, irrigation problem and hydro-
power generation problem,” he said. 
“Water productivity in the region is 
low. It’s like using sprinklers for irri-
gation.”

The problems of the once proud Aral 
Sea, however, are not just another in-
ternational eco-issue in Kazakhstan. In 
Kazakhstan, the issue has always been 
close to home.

“Each country in the region has its 
own national programme designed 
to effectively use its water resources 

and improve social and economic 
development in the basin of the Aral 
Sea. The Aral Sea tragedy is our [Ka-
zakhstan’s] pain and our president’s 
[Nursultan Nazarbayev’s] pain. He 
frequently talks about it in government 
meetings,” said Professor Sagit Ibatul-
lin, Vice-Chairman of the Compliance 
Committee of the UN Convention on 
the Use of Trans-boundary Water-
courses and former Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Interna-
tional Fund for Saving the Aral Sea 
(EC IFAS). Ibatullin was appointed 
by Kazakh President Nursultan Naz-
arbayev to serve as Chairman of EC 
IFAS from October 2008 to August 
2013 when Uzbekistan took over the 
presidency for the current rotation.

But dedicated efforts to revive the 
sea are beginning to take hold. As Ban 
Ki-moon mentioned in his video ad-
dress, currently the UN and various 
agencies are working in concert “to 
improve livelihoods, boost develop-
ment and reduce health and environ-
mental risks in the most affected ar-
eas.”

Among those efforts are Syr Darya 
Control & Northern Aral Sea (NAS) 
project. The $86 million NAS pro-
ject, funded jointly by the World Bank 
through a loan of $65 million and the 
Government of Kazakhstan which 
covered the rest, was designed to miti-
gate the environmental and economic 
damage to the region, sustain and in-
crease agriculture and fishing in the 
Syr Darya basin and secure the con-
tinued existence of the Northern Aral 
Sea (also known as the Small Sea) by 
improving environmental and ecologi-
cal conditions in the delta area.

The project included the August 
2005 completion of the eight-mile 
Kok-Aral Dam that separates the two 
parts of the Aral Sea and has resulted 
in the accumulation of 30 cubic kilo-
metres of water in the Small Sea and 
has helped to restore the delta and re-
vive the wetland ecosystem. 

Continued on Page B4

Revival of the Aral Sea: Kazakh and 
World Efforts to Restore the Island Sea

Fishing has come back to the shores of the Aral Sea as a way of life.

Our Newspaper Is Four! 
Thank you for being 

with us!

Main New Year’s 
Tree Lit

By Bauyrzhan Almatbayev

ASTANA – President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, who celebrated the Day 
of the First President with the people 
of the country, took part in the lighting 
ceremony for the nation’s main New 
Year’s tree on Dec. 1. 

Winners of international competi-
tions, students of Astana schools and 
kids from orphanages joined the head 
of state for the festive ceremony in the 
square in front of Astana Opera’s ma-
jestic building.

“We have built kindergartens, 
schools, sports facilities for you to be 
educated, healthy and become true cit-
izens of the country,” Nazarbayev said 
as he addressed the gathering flanked 
by Father Frost and his granddaughter. 

“Our generation has established an in-
dependent Kazakhstan, which builds 
new enterprises and creates jobs. All 
of this is done so that you are happy 
and live in a country respected in the 
world. May the coming New Year re-
alize your dreams and may fairy tales 
come true.”

He also wished everyone good 
health, success and prosperity.

The main tree of the country, called 
“Bird of Happiness,” is 25 meters 
high. Along with that tree, similar trees 
were lit across the country in large re-
gional centres.

People at the event were also treated 
to some nice performances, games and 
dances. At such a rhythm, people tend-
ed to forget the chill of the first day of 
the winter.
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Members of Kazakhstan’s govern-
ment presented the country’s most 
recent report on Kazakhstan’s imple-
mentation of the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhumane 
and Degrading Treatment or Punish-
ment on Nov. 18 to the UN Committee 
Against Torture in Geneva.

Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs 
Rashid Zhakupov, who introduced the 
report to the committee, stated that 
Kazakhstan’s Constitution fully pro-
hibited the use of torture or ill treat-
ment and that the government had 
adopted measures to establish a zero 
tolerance for torture policy.  

Zhakupov noted that Kazakhstan 
adopted a strategy to modernise its 
system of human rights protection in 
2010 that strengthened the independ-
ence of the judiciary. The new mecha-
nism requires court authorisation for 
investigative actions, reducing the 
number of arrests by a factor of three 
and the number of juvenile arrests by 
a factor of seven.  

The new Criminal Procedure Code 
recognises the inalienability of human 
dignity and protects everyone from 
cruel treatment, he said. Evidence ob-
tained through torture is considered 
unlawful and cannot be accepted by a 
court of law. The presumption of inno-
cence is now the fundamental princi-
ple at the heart of criminal procedure.  

Authorities are obliged to inves-
tigate all allegations of torture, said 
Zhakupov. Although there have been 
very few complaints of torture re-
ported, all complaints were fully in-
vestigated and all perpetrators were 
held criminally liable. Furthermore, 
victims of torture are entitled to free 
judicial and medical assistance. A law 
creating a compensation fund is being 
drafted. 

Felice Gaer, a committee expert 

acting as Kazakhstan’s country rap-
porteur for the report, said that there 
continues to be a gap between the 
expanded legal framework and the 
reality of the situation on the ground. 
However, the rapporteur noted posi-
tive developments in the legal sys-
tem that prohibit and protect against 
torture, including the creation of a 
national preventive mechanism and a 
zero tolerance policy for torture-relat-
ed crimes.  

The committee took special inter-
est in the events that took place in 
Zhanaozen in late 2011 where a labour 
dispute resulted in a deadly riot. A del-
egate said that more than 200 investi-
gations had been undertaken and more 
than 1,200 witnesses had been inter-
viewed. For the first time in Kazakh-
stan, a public committee had been 
formed to monitor the investigation; 
the committee consisted of members 

of political parties, non-governmental 
organisations, the media, medical and 
legal experts and representatives of 
penal reform organisations. Of the 97 
persons who stood trial, 16 received 
sentences and five police officers were 
criminally charged for their conduct in 
curbing the riots, the delegate said.  

The delegation also shared the pro-
gress of medical treatment provided 
to inmates. Medical services in the 
penitentiary system are soon to be 
transferred to the Ministry of Health 
and Social Development. Registra-
tion of each detainee with the primary 

health service to facilitate their access 
to preventive care was initiated. In ad-
dition, a budget of $250 million was 
allocated to fight tuberculosis in 2014. 
Kazakhstan has one of the most pre-
cise electronic tuberculosis registra-
tion systems and as a result, over the 
last five years, the mortality rate has 
decreased by 65 percent and morbid-
ity rate by more than 30 percent.

The legal definition of torture in 
Kazakhstan is identical to that of the 
Convention against Torture, which de-
fines torture as “any act by which se-
vere pain or suffering, whether physi-
cal or mental, is intentionally inflicted 
on a person for such purposes as ob-
taining from him or a third person in-
formation or a confession, punishing 
him for an act he or a third person has 
committed or is suspected of having 
committed, or intimidating or coerc-
ing him or a third person, or for any 
reason based on discrimination of any 
kind, when such pain or suffering is 
inflicted by or at the instigation of or 
with the consent or acquiescence of 
a public official or other person act-
ing in an official capacity. It does not 
include pain or suffering arising only 
from, inherent in or incidental to law-
ful sanctions.”

Kazakhstan’s delegation included 
representatives of the Commission on 
Human Rights under the President, 
Supreme Court, Prosecutor General’s 
Office, Ministries of Education and 
Science, Internal Affairs,  Health and 
Social Development, Foreign Af-
fairs, the National Centre for Human 
Rights, the Union of Crisis Centres of 
Kazakhstan which is an association 
of legal entities and members of Ka-
zakhstan’s mission to the UN Office 
in Geneva.

Committee Chairperson Claudio 
Grossman thanked the delegation for 
the discussion and reiterated that zero 
tolerance for torture is a goal of the 
Convention against Torture.

Government Enlists 
Civil Society in 

Fight against uption

Kazakhstan Reports to UN 
on Efforts against Torture

By Elmira Kirgeyeva 

ASTANA – A mobile messenger ser-
vice unique to Kazakhstan Aitys (iTys) 
was presented by the Foundation for 
Development of the State Language at 
a Nov. 19 briefing at the Central Com-
munications Service (CCS). 

“iTys is available in three languages: 
Kazakh, Russian and English. iTys is a 
new name in Kazakhstan’s IT sphere. 
We are confident that the launch of 
our product is another step in the de-
velopment and promotion of the state 
language and Kazakh culture. The pro-
ject aims to usher the Kazakh language 
into the world of global data exchange. 
iTys is intended to unite all of Kazakh-
stan’s users, no matter where they are 
around the world. Today, we use popu-
lar foreign analogues such as What-
sApp, ChatON and many others. But, 
unlike them, we managed to create an 
appealing domestic product. The pro-
gramme’s graphics incorporate national 
styles. Many different emoticons also 
take on a traditional tone,” said Daut 
Shaikhislamov, the head of the project.

The name of the new app is a word-
play on Aitys, a Kazakh word for highly 
popular contests among bards.

A peculiarity of the Kazakhstan mes-

senger programme is that unlike other 
messengers, no payment is required 
to use it. Another advantage of iTys is 
its auto-delete function, which assures 
privacy for one’s personal correspond-
ences.

“Our project is especially useful 
to those who prefer to communicate 
in the state language. The applica-
tion includes a high degree of protec-
tion that guarantees the confidentiality 
of transmitted information, as well as 
hacker protection. iTys is a constantly 
improving product. At the moment, the 
application is already available on the 
Android platform. In December, for 
Kazakhstan’s Independence Day, we 
will gift users with the app by making it 
available on Apple products via the IOS 
platform,” the head of the project said.

The application can be downloaded 
from the website www.itys.kz. In the 
near future, based on the iTys applica-
tion, developers plan to create a free 
voice-calling service, a Kazakh lan-
guage auto-corrector and graphics edi-
tor. New, traditional styled animations 
and stickers will be incorporated as 
well.

“iTys will allow users to not only 
send messages to friends, but also make 
free calls via the Internet,” Shaikhisla-
mov said in closing.

Kazakhstan-
Centric Mobile 

Messenger Service 
Unveiled in Astana

Nazarbayev University presented 
two new schools, the Graduate School 
of Public Policy and the Graduate 
School of Business, in a ceremony on 
its campus in Astana on Nov. 30. Dur-
ing the event, Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of Kazakhstan Erlan Idrissov and 
President of Nazarbayev University 
Shigeo Katsu signed a memorandum 
of cooperation that will support co-
operation between their organisations 
in four areas: training of personnel in 
master’s and doctoral programmes in 
public policy and public management, 
implementing executive education pro-
grammes, professional development of 
university students and conducting ap-
plied and analytical research.

“Seventy-seven percent of children 
[have access to pre-school education 
in Kazakhstan,” Minister Aslan Sarin-
zhipov said at a Nov. 28 extended col-
legium of the Ministry of Education 
and Science. “To date, there are over 
8,500 organisations of pre-school edu-
cation, which are attended by 734,000 
children and provisions for pre-school 
education for children aged 3-6 years 
are at the level of 77 percent,” Sarin-
zhipov said. Moreover, at present, 
about half a million children are in 
line for kindergarten. In order to solve 
the problem related to the lack of pre-
school education institutions in Ka-
zakhstan, 20 billion tenge (US$110.5 
million) will be allocated from the 
national budget in 2015-2017 and 36 
kindergartens will be launched.

The Kazakh Ministry of Education 
and Science is offering to train mas-
ter degree personnel to implement the 
State Programme for Accelerated In-
dustrial and Innovative Development 
(SPAIID), Deputy Minister of Educa-
tion and Science Takir Balykbayev said 
at a Nov. 24 media briefing. “We are 
planning to train personnel beginning 
in 2015. There will be 10,000 workers. 
Thus, we will offer to train personnel 
in the profiled master,” Balykbayev 
said. “One of the serious aims within 
the industrialisation programme based 
on 10 higher education institutions is 
to provide a connection between sci-
ence and the sectors of the economy 
and establish a material-technical base. 
This is the first programme on devel-
opment of material base of our higher 
education and we think that the initia-
tive will result in increasing the quality 
of higher education,” he highlighted.

The Ministry of Culture and Sports 
will initiate the government’s decision 
whereby all Kazakh national parks 
and museums could be transformed 
from state agencies to national state 
communal enterprises (NSCE), which 
are partially permitted to do business, 
Minister of Culture and Sport Arys-
tanbek Mukhamediuly said Nov. 26. 
“Today we have initiated the govern-
ment’s regulation on transformation 
of museums and ticket sales to NSCE.  
It makes a system and it will be pos-
sible to know the number of visitors,” 
Mukhamediuly said. According to 
him, these measures will contribute to 
the development of tourism clusters. 
Thus, regional cultural clusters will 
be created within the Cultural Policy 
Concept of Kazakhstan. All archaeo-
logical research will be done through 
the museums. “Further, we will be in 
cooperation with ‘Kazakhfilm’ in or-
der to produce documentary films,” he 
said.

The Academy of Public Administra-
tion under the President of Kazakhstan 
has recently hosted the presentation of 
“Diplomatia Darіsterі” (“Diplomatic 
Lessons”), by Kairat and Arman Is-
sagalievs. The event was attended by 
faculty, graduate and doctoral students 
of the Academy’s Institute of Diplo-
macy, as well as representatives of the 
Kazakh Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Executive Secretary of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Anarbek Karashev, 
Dean of the Faculty of International 
Relations of the Gumilev Eurasian 
National University (ENU) Baubek 
Somzhurek and veterans of the nation-
al diplomatic services also attended. 
Researchers in international affairs 
made statements at the presentation. 
The role and importance of the pub-
lication as a teaching tool for training 
diplomats was noted, especially when 
literature in the state language is lack-
ing. The original style and methodol-
ogy of presenting the material and rich 
factual and regional material were also 
highlighted. Perhaps the only draw-
back of “Diplomatia Darіsterі” is its 
small edition, which is 500 copies.

Continued from Page A1 

The issues raised by the commission 
are especially important in light of the 
new Programme for the Prevention of 
Corruption for 2015-2025, adopted 
Nov. 11 at a meeting of the Nur Otan 
Party political council.

Nazarbayev later met with Daul-
bayev and Kozhamzharov.

“Over the years, the country has done 
a lot in terms of eliminating the roots of 
bribery. In particular, we tightened anti-
corruption law through the introduction 
of appropriate amendments, reducing 
the contacts between officials and en-
trepreneurs. In general, we are actively 
working in this direction and the results 
are evident, which find broad, positive 
response among the people,” Naz-
arbayev said at the meeting. 

In the President’s words, the gov-

ernment is making every effort to 
provide all necessary conditions for 
the irreproachable and conscientious 
service of government employees. 

“Today, the government has pro-
vided state officials with substantial 
material and social guarantees and 
we have the right to require that they 
comply with the law, setting an ex-
ample of honest employment. This 
is especially important today, as the 
country is planning large-scale activi-
ties to implement the new Nurly Zhol 
(Bright Path) economic policy that 
requires significant public funding. 
Therefore, the General Prosecutor’s 
Office and the agency should work 
together with the Nur Otan party,” 
Nazarbayev said.

“The population must be inter-
ested in a joint uncompromising 
fight against corruption. Nobody can 
remain indifferent to this issue. It is 
important that the public does not 
tolerate cases of corruption; people 
should report each of them and all of 
the signals must be followed by the 
appropriate action,” he added.

Kazakhstan was one of the first 
former Soviet countries to adopt the 
Law on Fighting Corruption in 1998, 
which defines the framework, princi-
ples and methods of fighting corrup-
tion. The law seeks to protect citizens’ 
rights and freedoms, protect national 
security from threats caused by cor-
ruption and ensure effective work of 
state bodies and their employees by 
preventing and detecting corruption-
related crimes.

Gulshara Abdykalikova

The legal definition 
of torture in 
Kazakhstan is 
identical to that 
of the Convention 
against Torture.
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“There are people in the world who 
become wiser as they age,” Karimov 
told Nazarbayev. Using the Kazakh 
President’s first name and patronymic 
as a sign of respect, he went on to say 
“Nursultan Abishevich, I think, and I 
would like to make a compliment to 
you, that there are people to whom Al-
lah gives wisdom from their youth. It 
is difficult to combine this in one per-
son, yet when it is a natural part of his 
character, one has to yet again recog-
nise his far-sighted views and confi-
dence, as evidenced in your initiative 
last year to sign this document, which 
enters into force on Jan. 1.”

As talks continued, the two leaders 
reviewed bilateral economic, trade, 
energy, regional water security, trans-
portation and cultural cooperation. 
They also touched upon key aspects 
of regional security and pressing in-
ternational issues, including the situ-
ations in Ukraine, Afghanistan, Syria 
and Iraq.

President Nazarbayev highlighted 
Uzbekistan’s role as his country’s 
leading economic partner in Central 
Asia.

“Despite negative trends in the 
world economy and decreases in prices 
of major commodities, the trade turno-
ver between our countries is growing,” 
Nazarbayev stated.

According to an Akorda press re-
lease, between 2005 and 2013, the 
trade turnover between Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan quadrupled, exceeding 
$2 billion. In the first nine months of 
the current year, it totaled more than 
$1.5 billion.

“This dynamic stems from the sus-
tainable economic growth in both 
countries, as well as a strengthening 
of cooperation throughout the region,” 
Kazakhstan’s leader empasised.

He highlighted the positive role 
played by the Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan 

business council that was founded 
in line with assignments from both 
presidents. Nazarbayev reminded that 
Uzbekistan voted for Astana’s bid to 
host EXPO 2017 and expressed hope 
that the neighbouring country would 
present an interesting pavilion at the 
event, which opens in less than three 
years. “Our country is ready to provide 
all necessary conditions for this to be 
possible,” he said.

Nazarbayev and Karimov also 
talked of their determination to in-
tensify cooperation on the joint fight 
against international terrorism and reli-
gious extremism and coordinating their 
stances within  the UN, Organisation 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), Commonwealth of Independ-
ent States (CIS), Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO), Conference on 
Interaction and Confidence-Building 
Measures in Asia (CICA), Organisa-

tion of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and 
other international organisations.

A “detailed, open and trustful” ex-
change of views on issues of special 
relevance for the entire Central Asian 
region took place as well.

Nazarbayev said he was “glad to 
note that our approaches on many top-
ics coincide,” including to regional wa-
ter security. “Cooperation in this vital 
sphere is possible only on the basis 
of mutual trust. It is also necessary to 
assure transparency and consider the 
interests of all countries in the region 
without any exception,” he underlined.

According to Karimov, the two lead-
ers stated that they shared a “common 
stance” on the prospects of building 
new hydroelectric facilities on the up-
per stream of Central Asia’s two great 
rivers – the Amu Darya and Syr Darya. 
They did not elaborate upon this “com-
mon stance.”

At the press briefing following the 
talks, Nazarbayev voiced his belief 
that the visit would strengthen the 
two countries’ existing strategic part-
nership. 

Karimov also expressed his satis-
faction with the results of the meeting. 
In his opinion, the meeting demon-
strated the similarities in the positions 
of the two countries on practically 
every aspect of bilateral relations, as 
well as key directions of regional co-
operation and international politics.

“The early stabilisation of the situ-
ation in Afghanistan is key to security 
and stability in Central Asia and re-
gions beyond,” Karimov stated. He 
commended Kazakhstan’s fast eco-
nomic growth of “no less than 5–6 
percent” a year, which he called “se-
rious growth.” In his opinion, simi-
larly good results in Uzbekistan have 
created good opportunities to further 

increase bilateral trade and foster 
sustainable economic growth in both 
countries.

Shunning rumours of a “regional ri-
valry” between Astana and Tashkent, 
Karimov said that Uzbekistan wel-
comed Kazakhstan’s active foreign 
policy and Nazarbayev’s initiatives 
aimed at strengthening regional and 
international security.

“Kazakhstan is the country closest 
to us, a sister nation, which, through 
thick and thin, has always been at our 
side. We have always relied on each 
other’s assistance. I would like to 
express my great respect for Kazakh-
stan’s people, who are moving confi-
dently towards prosperity. We need to 
meet more often in order to ‘synchro-
nise watches’ and jointly determine 
future prospects,” he concluded.

Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan are the 
two most populous countries in Cen-
tral Asia and are the region’s largest 
economies. As major exporters of 
hydrocarbons, the two countries de-
veloped a solid industrial base dur-
ing Soviet times, even though few of 
these industries produced ready-made 
goods. 

While Kazakhstan’s agricultural 
sector focuses on wheat-growing and 
cattle-breeding, Uzbekistan’s agri-
culture is largely based on cotton, 
fruits and vegetables. However, both 
countries are dependent on fresh wa-
ter for irrigation, which flows from 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. The need 
to assure water and energy security is 
a major factor in regional cooperation 
in Central Asia, along with the need 
to tackle cross border drug trafficking 
and the spread of religious extrem-
ism. 

Another factor is the presence of 
large diasporas living on both sides 
of the border, with up to one million 
ethnic Kazakhs in Uzbekistan and up 
to half a million ethnic Uzbeks calling 
Kazakhstan home.

With Warm Embrace, Nazarbayev and Karimov Call 
for Stronger Ties between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 

By Malika Orazgaliyeva

ASTANA – Kazakh President Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev expressed hope that 
the Czech Republic will assist Kazakh-
stan in building an economy that does 
not depend on natural resources during 
a Nov. 24 meeting with visiting Czech 
Republic President Milos Zeman. 

Zeman, who compared Kazakhstan’s 
economic development to “economic 
miracles” in post-war Germany, Japan 
and South Korea, paid an official visit 
to Astana to meet with Nazarbayev and 
other officials and to take part in the 
Kazakhstan-Czech Business Forum.

“I know that many of the buildings 
in Karlovy Vary belong to business-
men from Kazakhstan,” Nazarbayev 
said during the meeting. “At the mo-
ment, we are carrying out the second 
stage of privatisation and are currently 
inviting Czech companies to partici-
pate. I have already mentioned that the 
second phase of industrial and innova-
tive development in Kazakhstan has 
begun. We want to build hundreds of 
completely new enterprises of different 
types that we need. Our country is rich 
in oil, metals, coal and so on.  By us-
ing this opportunity, we want to build a 
second economy that does not depend 
on natural resources and Czech com-
panies can help us. For this reason, we 
have created exceptional preferences, 
such as 10-year tax exemptions. We 
have also built a lot of infrastructure.”

The parties discussed economic, 
trade, transit, agricultural, cultural and 
humanitarian cooperation. Potential for 
partnership in mechanical engineering, 
energy, medicine and tourism were also 
touched upon. 

The two heads of state also discussed 
international issues.

“Increasing instances of terrorism 
in the Middle East and the crisis in 
Ukraine affect our country. We also 
talked about possible cooperation be-
tween the Eurasian Economic Union 
and the European Union. It is known 
that in the 15th century, Czech King 
George put forward the idea of creat-
ing a pan-European Union, a prototype 

of the modern European Union. We 
expect that the Czech Republic will as-
sist in the development of cooperation 
in Europe and Asia,” Nazarbayev said.

Kazakhstan’s President also em-
phasised that together with his Czech 
counterpart, he seeks an immediate end 
to the conflict in Ukraine. 

“Mutual sanctions bring positive re-
sults to neither Europe nor Russia. In 
general, the economy should not be 
linked to politics. Such sanctions are 
to be imposed by the United Nations, 
but not by a group of states. My idea is 
to unite Europe and Asia in a common 
market and to work for good. We will 
contribute to the establishment of peace 
until we can do no more,” he said.

Nazarbayev noted that Kazakhstan 
and the Czech Republic are connected 
by traditionally kind relations charac-
terised by great potential.

“Our countries share common views 
on many events happening around 
the world. For our country, the Czech 

Republic is an important European 
trading partner. In recent years, our 
economic relations have intensified. 
More than 70 joint ventures are func-
tioning in Kazakhstan, in particular, the 
production of Skoda cars. Since 2005, 
more than 15,000 cars have been pro-
duced, whereas next year, it is planned 
to produce 8,000 cars. In general, we 
have plenty of opportunities to further 
develop relations, including through 
stepping up work with the inter-gov-
ernmental commission,” he said. 

In turn, Zeman noted the importance 
of strengthening cooperation in various 
fields. He also noted that the country 
is located in a strategically important 
region.

“Currently, we are working on the 
new Silk Road. We consider not only 
the level of development in your coun-
try, but its potential, taking into account 
its key location in Central Asia,” Ze-
man said. 

“Kazakhstan can be compared to 

countries which achieved economic 
miracles in the past, such as Germany, 
Japan or South Korea,” Zeman said 
at a joint press conference with Naz-
arbayev in the Akorda on Nov. 24. “I 
did visit your country 12-13 years ago 
and now I see unbelievable progress, 
including in the building of the capital. 
I am confident that Kazakhstan, thanks 
to the hard work of its people, will be-
come one of the important players in 
global economy.” 

The same day, Astana hosted the 
Kazakhstan-Czech Business Forum 
attended by more than 60 Czech busi-
nesses.

“Today, Kazakhstan and the Czech 
Republic will sign agreements and 
memorandums worth approximately 
$500 million. I hope that today’s busi-
ness forum will be productive. We plan 
to sign agreements and memorandums 
worth approximately $500 million 
in the defence industry, engineering, 
chemistry, construction and agricultur-

al sectors. The signing of these docu-
ments will open new horizons for in-
vestment in Kazakhstan,” Nazarbayev 
said at the opening of the forum.

At the business forum, Zeman said, 
“We suggest constructing a railway 
linking the centre of the city, airport 
and EXPO 2017 facilities.” 

President Nazarbayev suggested the 
Czech Republic transfer its plants and 
assembly lines to Kazakhstan.

“Only here will you find a huge 
market comprised of Central Asian 
countries, Russia and Western China. 
For instance, the world’s biggest ag-
ricultural companies and automakers 
already have assembly lines here in 
Kazakhstan,” he said.

Following the forum, Zeman an-
nounced that the Czech Republic will 
ease and streamline visa procedures for 
citizens of Kazakhstan.

“We will set up visa processing 
points countrywide to facilitate the is-
suance of visas. We are ready to com-
pletely remove visa requirements for 
holders of special passports,” he added.

Also, Nazarbayev suggested es-
tablishing Kazakhstan-Czech joint 
ventures. In his words, with the vast 
opportunities of the Customs Union, 
Czech enterprises now have access to 
the Russian and Belarussian markets 
without customs and other barriers. 

Cooperation between Kazakhstan 
and the Czech Republic continues to 
grow. Czech imports of engineering 
products to Kazakhstan totaled $450 
million last year. The volume of direct 
Czech investments in Kazakhstan’s 
economy amounted to $200 million, 
Nazarbayev informed.

Zeman stressed that Kazakhstan is a 
good place to invest.

According to Kazakhstan’s Minis-
try for Investments and Development, 
the sales turnover volume between 
Kazakhstan and the Czech Republic is 
growing. It rose from $206.6 million in 
2009 to $1.02 billion in 2013.

Kazakhstan exports oil and gas prod-
ucts to the Czech Republic. The gov-
ernment of the Czech Republic includ-
ed Kazakhstan among its top 12 trade 
partners in 2009.

Kazakh, Czech Presidents Discuss Expanding, 
Diversifying Economic Cooperation 

President of the Czech Republic Milos Zeman (left) and President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev at their meeting 
in Akorda on Nov. 24. 

Kairat Abdrakhmanov and Carlos 
Agostinho Filomeno das Nieves, the per-
manent representatives of Kazakhstan 
and Sao Tome and Principe, respectively, 
to the United Nations, signed a joint com-
muniqué establishing diplomatic relations 
between their countries on Nov. 20, the 
same day diplomatic relations were es-
tablished between Kazakhstan and Sierra 
Leone. Sao Tome and Principe, a Portu-
guese-speaking island nation in the Gulf 
of Guinea, is one of the world’s largest 
exporters of cocoa. Sierra Leone, in West 
Africa, is one of the largest producers of 
titanium and bauxite, a major producer 
of gold and has one of the world’s largest 
deposits of rutile. The representative of 
Sao Tome and Principe expressed interest 
in sending the country’s students to study 
in Kazakhstan. The question of fighting 
the Ebola virus epidemic in Africa was 
also raised, as Sierra Leone is one of the 
most-affected countries. Kazakhstan has 
provided financial assistance to combat 
the disease.

USAID’s Tuberculosis CARE I and 
Quality Health Care Projects celebrated 
the completion of five years of successful 
collaboration with the Kazakh Ministry 
of Health and Social Development and 
a press conference was held in Astana 
Nov. 25 to mark the closeout of the two 
operations. Through the coordinated ef-
forts of the projects, USAID has helped 
to improve the quality of tuberculosis ser-
vices delivered by healthcare providers 
at all levels by integrating the services in 
primary healthcare, strengthening labora-
tory networks and bringing the operation 
of Kazakhstan’s medical laboratories in 
line with international standards, includ-
ing the use of the rapid diagnostic test 
GeneXpert. All 77 tuberculosis labo-
ratories in pilot regions in Almaty and 
East Kazakhstan are now covered by the 
WHO-recommended External Quality 
Assurance system and 93 percent of them 
meet or exceed international standards. 
GeneXpert testing machines, provided by 
USAID, have reduced the time it takes to 
diagnose tuberculosis and rather than 76 
days, a patient can now begin treatment in 
eight days. Since 2012, 5,611 GeneXpert 
tests have been performed in USAID pi-
lot regions, with 4,874 tuberculosis cases 
detected, of which 2,267 (47 percent) 
were MDR-tuberculosis cases. USAID 
has supported advocacy, communication 
and social mobilisation activities to re-
duce stigma and discrimination, improve 
treatment outcomes, improve tuberculo-
sis drug management, strengthen tuber-
culosis surveillance and support research. 
USAID trainings have reached more than 
6,000 health workers on tuberculosis pre-
vention and treatment and almost 700 
laboratory staff have received training on 
diagnosis and quality control.

U.S. Ambassador John Ordway pre-
sented 11 modular shelter complexes and 
related equipment, valued at $3,028,985, 
to the Kazakh Border Guard Service. 
The Nov. 24 hand-over ceremony took 
place at the Cape Skalistyi border guard 
observation postin the Mangystau region. 
The modular shelter complexes will assist 
the Border Guard Service in extending 
its presence along previously-unmanned 
sections of the border in the region. The 
government of the U.K. generously do-
nated this funding to allow the U.S. Ex-
port Control and Related Border Security 
(EXBS) programme to continue its on-
going capacity-building efforts with the 
Border Guard Service aimed at detecting 
and deterring illicit trafficking across Ka-
zakhstan’s international borders. The U.S. 
Department of State established EXBS in 
2001 to assist in strengthening Kazakh-
stan’s strategic trade control system and 
establishing sustainable capabilities for 
border security agencies to interdict, in-
vestigate and prosecute the illicit transfers 
of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), 
WMD-related materials and advanced 
conventional arms. To date, EXBS has 
contributed $27 million in assistance as 
part of its commitment to assist Kazakh-
stan with its non-proliferation efforts.

The Director of the Asia-Pacific Re-
search Centre of Hanyang University 
Eom Gu Ho expressed South Korea’s in-
tention to develop cooperation in railway 
infrastructure development at the round-
table Nurly Zhol: New strategic horizons 
for Kazakhstan, held Nov. 24 in Astana. 
South Korea can participate in developing 
north-south railway lines, he said. Eom 
also noted that the South Korean Ministry 
of Transport and the Kazakh Ministry of 
Transport and Communications had con-
cluded an agreement establishing friendly 
ties in the railway sector. A Kazakhstan-
Korea business forum scheduled for next 
week is expected to examine prospects of 
cooperation in transport.
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Kazakhstan to Play 
Key Role in Changing 

Global Economy 
by 2050, Says Int’l 
Consulting Firm
By Yelden Sarybay

ASTANA – Global consulting gi-
ant McKinsey introduced its upcoming 
book, “No Ordinary Disruption: The 
Four Forces Breaking All the Trends” at 
a press conference in Astana’s Marriott 
Hotel on Nov. 25.

As the bulk of economic activity shifts 
from the U.S. and Europe towards Asia, 
experts from the McKinsey Global Insti-
tute predict that Kazakhstan will become 
a centre of global economic gravity by 
2050. According to experts, four fac-
tors significantly affect this change in 
the global economy and will require 
a change in Kazakhstan’s leadership’s 
management style.

“The centre of economic activity is 
shifting to the South and East and the 
role of Kazakhstan in the global econ-
omy will inevitably change as a result 
of the impact of the trends that are de-
stroying the existing order and make the 
government and corporate executives 
change their ways of thinking and intro-
duce new work methods,” says Richard 
Dobbs, one of the authors of the book 
and director of the McKinsey Global In-
stitute. The four challenges include ris-
ing growth and urbanisation in develop-
ing countries, accelerated technological 
change, greater global connections and 
an aging world. 

As the centre of economic activity 
shifts towards Asia, the role of Kazakh-
stan will undoubtedly also undergo 
changes. According to Jukka Maksi-
mainen, who manages the McKinsey of-
fice in Kazakhstan, the country needs to 
adapt to this new economic reality with a 
series of transformations.

Kazakhstan is a country with a fast de-
veloping economy and, therefore, plays 
a great role in this transformation. On 
the other hand, the change in the geo-
economic situation affects the volume 
of sales for many companies that move 
freight from China to Europe and those 
that sell oil, gas and uranium.

Resource scarcity is also a challenge 

that the world will need to face in the 
coming future. Kazakhstan has vast 
amounts of arable land and natural re-
sources, which put Kazakhstan in a great 
geopolitical position.  But this places a 
great amount of responsibility on the 
country in regards to how efficiently 
these resources are used. One such re-
source is water, which is a scarce com-
modity in Kazakhstan.

According to McKinsey research, a 
great deal of disruption to the established 
order will be dealt by the development of 
digital technology. In this regard, Kazakh-
stan needs to increase its volume of invest-
ment into research and development. The 
country traditionally invests on average 
0.2 percent of gross domestic product a 
year in research and development, where-
as other states spend 2.5 percent, which 
is 12 times more. In order to preserve its 
competitiveness, McKinsey suggests that 
the Samruk Kazyna Soverign Wealth 
Fund needs to effectively apply new tech-
nologies and participate in the advance-
ment of technological know-how. 

Another global game changer is the 
increasing age of the global popula-
tion. Kazakhstan is a young and highly 
educated nation; a large segment of its 
population is economically active and 
part of a productive labour force. It also 
has lower pension requirements than de-
veloped countries. But Kazakhstan will 
need to make serious efforts to retain 
young specialists and keep them from 
headhunters from abroad. Kazakhstan 
will need to build world class cities and 
good infrastructure capable of attracting 
young people. 

The final challenge for Kazakhstan 
will be the ongoing rise in global com-
petition. Kazakhstan will need to battle 
for investment capital and in winning in-
terest from leading partners in the global 
arena for new projects and acquiring pri-
vitisation assets. 

“The country is already undertaking 
measures aimed at increasing efficiency 
in its domestic economy and has already 
entered the ranks of the 50 most com-
petitive countries,” Maksimainen said. 

Nazarbayev Reflects on First Five Years 
of Industrial-Innovative Development Programme

By Danna Bupezhanova

ASTANA – Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev took part in a 
roundtable on industrialisation issues 
held Nov. 20 in the Akorda presidential 
residence, covering the results Kazakh-
stan achieved during the first five years 
of the State Programme on Accelerated 
Industrial and Innovative Development 
(SPAIID) and the preventive economic 
measures set forth by the newly un-
veiled Nurly Zhol policy.

“We have completed the first indus-
trialisation stage, built enterprises, cre-
ated new workplaces and accumulated 
experience. I think we have reached 
success in this respect. Currently, the 
programme has been revised and the 
second five-year plan will focus more 
on innovations,” the President noted, 
stressing the complexity of the world 
market system, which required coor-
dinating approaches to domestic eco-
nomic development.

An unfavourable external economic 
situation, aggravated by the confronta-
tion between Russia and Western coun-
tries, required Kazakhstan to take pre-
ventive measures, enhance cooperation 
with foreign states and back Kazakh 
businesses abroad, he explained.

“My new state-of-the-nation address 
envisages allocation of big amounts 
of public funds to ensure economic 
growth and job creation. It will also 
strengthen the country’s financial sys-
tem and contribute to further devel-
opment of small- and medium-sized 
enterprises. In all these areas we have 
outlined action plans and allocated fi-
nancial resources. Our steps are also 

receiving support from international 
financial institutions, with which Ka-
zakhstan had reached agreements on 
cooperation. A one-time infusion of 
more than $20 billion into the economy 
of Kazakhstan, which has a relatively 
small population, will have a signifi-
cant effect,” Nazarbayev said.

The President added that Kazakh-
stan concluded negotiations with the 
European Union on the draft agree-
ment on enhanced partnership and co-
operation and reached the final stage of 
accession to the World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO).

“Starting next year, the [Eurasian] 
Economic Union (EEU) of Kazakh-
stan, Russia and Belarus will kick off. 
Our objective is exclusively pragmatic: 
Russia is our main partner and we have 
about 7,500 kilometres of common 

border, while Kazakhstan is located in 
the continent and has no outlet to the 
sea. Therefore, the Customs Union, 
which eliminated trade barriers among 
the member states, and the fact that our 
goods have unhindered access to for-
eign markets are of great importance 
to us,” he emphasised, referring to 
the Customs Union, in existence since 
2010, as a precursor to the EEU.

As 2014 is the final year of the first 
five years of (SPAIID), Chairman of 
the Kazakhstan Industry Development 
Institute Aidyn Kulseitov presented the 
achievements of industrial develop-
ment. 

He said that 70 percent of all foreign 
direct investment was attracted in the 
manufacturing sector, while the pro-
ductivity of the manufacturing industry 
increased in real terms by 60 percent. 

He added that Kazakhstan also com-
pleted a mission to reduce energy con-
sumption ahead of time. 

“With respect to energy efficiency, 
we had an objective to achieve a reduc-
tion of 10 percent, and in 2013 com-
pared with 2008, we observed a de-
crease of 18.6 percent. It means that we 
save annually about 16 million tonnes 
of oil,” Kulseitov stressed.

During the roundtable, international 
experts shared their opinions on the 
latest global economic developments 
and new trends in the policies of de-
veloped and developing countries, 
evaluated the results of the first stage 
of Kazakhstan’s industrialisation and 
its future prospects. They agreed with 
the head of state’s message on the 
complexities of the global market sys-
tem and stressed the timeliness of the 

preventive measures announced in the 
address.

Klaus Mangold, independent mem-
ber of the board of directors of Bait-
erek National Management Holding, 
stated his confidence in the ability of 
the state to find the right ways to re-
spond to world economic challenges 
because Kazakhstan has the neces-
sary experience and human resources, 
while the country’s location between 
such capacious markets as China and 
Russia presents great opportunities for 
future development.

Prime Minister Karim Massimov, 
Assistant to the President Yerbol Oryn-
bayev, Minister for Investment and De-
velopment Asset Issekeshev, Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of Baiterek 
Kuandyk Bishimbayev and Aidyn Kul-
seitov also attended the meeting.

By Michelle Witte

ASTANA – Astana’s Technology 
Commercialisation Centre (TCC) 
announced its latest round of grant 
winners, which include projects TCC 
Lead Expert Erik Azulay described 
as world class, at a Nov. 28 seminar 
for new grant winners at Astana’s 
Beijing Palace Hotel. 

The winners include projects in 
fields from medicine and veterinary 
science to agriculture, information tech-
nology and more. At the seminar and 
awarding ceremony, Azulay said that 
the level of competition for the latest 
round of grants had shot up, making the 
selection process much more difficult. 
The proposals the selection team re-
viewed were equal to the best proposals 
being received at Moscow State Uni-
versity, Azulay told the grant winners, 
and encouraged projects that were not 
funded in this round to try again. 

The 17 projects were awarded either 
proof of concept grants of up to 22 mil-
lion tenge (US$121,126) or industrial 
prototype grants of up to 74 million 
tenge (US$407,592), both of which are 
funded by the government of Kazakh-
stan and the World Bank. The winning 
projects apply to fields from agriculture 
to veterinary science to information 
technologies and the energy sector. Sev-
eral new projects, including one on stor-

age using zinc and nickel oxide batter-
ies, have global potential, Azulay said. 

“The level of the projects was much 
higher than last time,” Azulay said at the 
seminar. “And geographically … they 
were much more spread out. Before, it 
was basically Astana, Almaty and Kara-
ganda. This time it’s much more spread 
out, which is a good thing – it means our 
outreach, our seminars [are working] 
and people are more interested – and 
that’s good for the country, that we’re 
seeing things spread out more,” he said. 
In addition to Astana, Almaty and Kara-
ganda, winning projects in this round 
came from Pavlodar, Petropavlosk, 
Taraz and Ust-Kamenogorsk.

Project winners seem to span a range 
of ages, something Azulay says the 
TCC is pleased with. “All the IT pro-
jects are all young go-getters, the new 
generation. For the hard sciences, these 
are mostly experienced older guys, 
some of them even from the Soviet gen-
eration. For us, it’s good to see the mix-
ing of two generations, and we think it’s 
actually harder for the older generation 
to get out there and get into commercial-
isation, which was not only discouraged 
but illegal back in the old days. So to see 
that kind of change is good.”

Alexander Lee and Ivan Ivashuk of 
Karaganda won a grant for their project, 
Collaboration of Science and Technolo-
gy, to use an innovative glueing method 
to convert coal dust, a waste product, 

into coke briquettes that can be used 
for high temperature heating in that re-
gion’s important metallurgical industry. 

“The grant financing will be used for 
a pilot plant, first of all,” Ivashuk said. 
“Our aim by the end of this year is to 
fulfil 30 percent of the demand [for bri-
quettes] for one company in Karaganda, 
one of the biggest metallurgical compa-
nies there. After one and a half or two 
years, we will be able to meet the entire 
demand for this company.” 

The two heard about TCC’s grant 
programme through one of the organi-
sation’s outreach seminars. 

Another industrial prototype project 
will support the initial production of 
components for compact X-ray ma-
chines. Alexei Mametov, project leader, 
said that his team was currently collabo-
rating with a manufacturer in Moscow, 
but that they hope to bring their entire 
production cycle to Kazakhstan. 

“The grant will help us to work on 
technological processes and prepare all 
the documentation and infrastructure, 
for the future,” he said. Demand for the 
product is high, he added, and once he 
can prove that it can be produced reli-
ably, he’s confident there will be many 
takers. As for moving production to 
Kazakhstan, he said, “Our team is from 
Kazakhstan and we want to implement 
our idea here and create them in Ka-
zakhstan. We love our country and we 
want to help it progress.” 

TCC Announces Latest Grant 
Winners in Increasingly 
Competitive Programme

A Nov. 20 roundtable on industrialisation in Akorda, covering the results Kazakhstan achieved during the first five years of the State Programme on Accelerated 
Industrial and Innovative Development.

On Nov. 25, Prime Minister Ka-
rim Massimov took part in a Sen-
ate meeting. During discussion of 
the law On the National Budget for 
2015-2017, Massimov answered 
a number of questions. “It will be 
necessary to make changes to some 
legislative acts. Currently, the par-
liament is considering the draft law. 
We are currently working with the 
World Bank Group on using ad-
vanced international methods. The 
financial system will be better con-
trolled,” he said. The prime min-
ister called structural reforms in 
the economy and a counter-cyclic 
budget policy priority areas of gov-
ernment. Massimov also answered 
questions surrounding the Unified 
Accumulative Pension System. 
“We think that the most important 
thing is to ensure the security of the 
pension system,” the prime minis-
ter said. After discussions, mem-
bers of the senate voted to adopt 
the law On the National Budget for 
2015-2017.

Prime Minister Karim Massimov 
earlier attended a Nov. 19 plenary 
meeting in the Mazhilis (lower 
chamber of parliament). During 
the meeting, a draft law titled On 
the National Budget for 2015-2017 
was approved. “Firstly, this is a 
counter-cyclical budget policy. The 
budget for 2015-2017 will imple-
ment it. The global economic situa-
tion has worsened and governments 
must stimulate economic activity. 
We plan to do it,” the prime min-
ister said. “It is important to carry 
out structural reforms at the present 
moment because many countries 
are suffering from low economic 
activity.” 

According to the Ministry of Na-
tional Economy, 160 billion tenge 
(US$881.54 million) will be taken 
from the National Fund of Kazakh-
stan to modernise housing and com-
munal services during 2015-2016. 
The move was taken in light of a re-
cent presidential state-of-the-nation 
address. According to Minister of 
National Economy of Kazakhstan 
Yerbolat Dossayev, modernisation 
projects will reduce wear on heat 
networks, water supplies and sanita-
tion from 65 percent to 53 percent. 
He also said that it is planned to 
achieve a number of key perfor-
mance indicators regarding housing. 
More than 1.4 million square metres 
of housing will be built by 2020 
for projects including public rental 
housing; 60 percent of rental hous-
ing will be located in agglomera-
tions in Astana, Almaty, Shymkent, 
Aktobe and 40 percent will be in re-
gional centres, company towns and 
rural settlements.

A regular meeting of the Inter-
departmental Commission for Re-
gional Policy was held and chaired 
by First Deputy Prime Minister of 
Kazakhstan Bakytzhan Sagintayev 
on Nov. 21. The meeting was at-
tended by various department and 
ministry heads. At the meeting, a 
complex plan for the development 
of monotowns covering 2015-2017 
was approved. The plan is designed 
to increase the quality of life in 
single-industry towns, assist in their 
sustainable development and aid in 
their integration into both Kazakh-
stan’s future and that of their region. 
The plan covers three key areas: 
branding (identifying economic po-
tential and promising new speciali-
sations,) economic diversification 
and the development of small- and 
medium-sized enterprises and the 
development of engineering infra-
structure. 

“The five-year programme for 
the development of Kazakhstan, 
Nurly Zhol, should be the main 
driver behind industrial growth,” 
said Chairman of the Board of the 
Kazakhstan Industry Development 
Institute Aidyn Kulseitov at a Nov. 
20 Central Communications Ser-
vice (CCS) briefing. 

“The head of state initiated Nur-
ly Zhol to drive industrial growth. 
Nurly Zhol should be viewed as a 
promoter of industrialisation,” Kul-
seitov said. 

Nurly Zhol is intended to cover 
all aspects of life, from social and 
economic development to small 
and medium business and banking 
sector growth.Production of coke briquettes 
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news in Brief EBRD to Finance Wind Farm 
Supported by New Renewable 
Energy Tariff Legislation

By Michelle Witte

ASTANA – The European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 
and the Clean Technology Fund (CTF) 
will finance a 50 megawatt wind farm in 
central Kazakhstan’s Yereymentau district 
through new energy feed-in tariff legisla-
tion that the EBRD helped develop, a Nov. 
27 EBRD press release announced.

The project in the Akmola oblast, 
approximately 130 kilometres east 
from Astana, will be funded by a 59.2 
million euro loan from the EBRD to 
Wind Power Yereymentau, a vehicle 
incorporated in Kazakhstan especially 
for this project, and some 18 million 
euro of concessional financing will be 
provided by the CTF, the press release 
stated. The loan will be guaranteed by 
Samruk-Energo, Kazakhstan’s national 
energy company, which will be the ul-
timate owner of the farm, to be located 
at one of the best suited locations for a 

wind farm in the country. The financ-
ing will cover the construction, com-
missioning and launch of the project, as 
well as its connection to the power grid. 

The farm, which at 50 MW could 
power some 50,000 homes, is the first 
large-scale wind farm to be financed 
under the legislation adopted last year, 
which sets the prices at which the na-
tional grid will buy energy from renew-
able sources. As of June 2014, the price 
per kilowatt hour for wind was 22.68 
tenge, or US$.12, and will remain so 
for the next 15 years.

The plant is expected to offset 
120,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide per 
year. Despite holding great promise for 
generating wind and solar energy – its 
wind potential is estimated at 18,000 gi-
gawatt hours per year, the EBRD said, 
or more than a quarter of the country’s 
total consumption in 2012 – more than 
70 percent of the country’s electricity 
is still coal-generated. The government 
recently announced the goal of getting 
3 percent of its energy from renewable 
sources by 2020 and 50 percent by 2050. 

Kazakhstan, a major exporter of hy-
drocarbons, last year approved a con-
cept for its transition to a green econ-
omy, which prioritises efficient use of 
resources, modernising infrastructure, 

decreasing environmental pressure 
and bolstering water security. The gov-
ernment has also launched economic 
programmes, including the new Nurly 
Zhol policy, intended to wean the coun-
try away from its dependence on oil 
exports – although it has also recently 
launched the joint Eurasia exploration 
project with Russia to seek more hydro-
carbon reservoirs in its Caspian region 
and announced plans to begin deep hy-
drocarbon processing in the area. 

“Signing of this loan agreement is 
in line with Kazakhstan’s low-carbon 
economy agenda. This year we are 
completing the construction of the first 
wind farm with 45 MW of capacity. 
Our partnership with the EBRD and the 
CTF will enable us to increase capacity 
up to 95 MW,” Almassadam Satkaliyev, 
chairman of the Management Board of 
Samruk-Energo, said on Nov. 27, as re-
ported by the EBRD. 

“The partnership between EBRD and 
CTF on financing this first wind farm 
project in Kazakhstan under the new 
feed-in-tariff mechanism demonstrates 
the contribution that climate finance can 
make to move renewable energy into the 
mainstream,” said Climate Investment 
Funds Programme Manager Mafalda Du-
arte, reported in the same press release.

Officials Present 
Policies on Improving 
Investment Climate 

in Kazakhstan 

By Danna Bupezhanova

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s Foreign 
Ministry held a roundtable Nov. 21 to 
introduce the country’s policy to im-
prove the investment climate and pri-
ority sectors of the domestic economy 
within the framework of the new Nurly 
Zhol economic policy. 

Addressing participants of the round-
table, including foreign ambassadors 
and other representatives of the dip-
lomatic corps, First Deputy Foreign 
Minister Rapil Zhoshybayev stressed 
that taking into account the objectives 
of the policy as announced by President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev to promote rapid 
modernisation and industrialisation of 
the domestic economy, the government 
will be paying special attention to im-
proving the investment climate and at-
tracting investors to priority projects in 
the country. To this end, Zhoshybayev 
urged the diplomatic corps to intensify 
economic and commercial cooperation 
with foreign partners.

Minister for Investment and Develop-
ment Asset Issekeshev briefed foreign 
diplomats on the results achieved dur-
ing the first five years of the State Pro-
gramme on Accelerated Industrial and 
Innovative Development (SPAIID), pri-
orities of its second five-year plan and 
measures undertaken by the government 
in support of foreign investors.

Issekeshev stressed the advantage of 
Kazakhstan’s geographical location in 
the heart of Eurasia, with the Silk Road 
and major overland routes through the 
country binding Asia and the Pacific 
Region with the Near East, Middle East 
and Europe. He stated that in the frame-
work of the new economic policy, great 
attention will be paid to developing 
infrastructure and establishing logisti-
cal hubs, including construction of the 
Western Kazakhstan – Western China 
highway, crude oil pipelines and dry 
ports. 

While Kazakhstan gains a consider-
able share of profit from the export of 
oil and other mineral resources, the new 
economic policy is focused on shifting 
away from increasing mined deposits, 
extraction volumes and the export of 

raw materials and to more output of fin-
ished products with high added value, 
Issekeshev explained. The year 2010 
became an important stage in Kazakh 
economic development, as SPAIID for 
2010-2014 was adopted. Its main objec-
tives were to create new export-oriented 
high-tech manufacturing, infrastructure 
development, national innovative sys-
tem strengthening and local personnel 
development.

Reflecting on the results of the first 
five years of industrialisation, Isseke-
shev emphasised that according to the 
annual Doing Business report for 2014 
by the World Bank and the International 
Finance Corporation, Kazakhstan was 
ranked 50th in ease of doing business. In 
terms of individual indicators, it ranked 
22nd in protecting investors and 18th in 
taxation. Thanks to favourable condi-
tions to conduct business, large foreign 
and multinational companies such as 
Toyota, Danone, LG, Peugeot, Alstom, 
Sanofi, GE, POSCO, Kia and Philips 
started operations in Kazakhstan. Is-
sekeshev also highlighted that going 
forward, the government will give pri-
ority to those companies that are ready 
to share technologies and conduct joint 
trainings.

A representative from the Kaznex 
Invest National Agency for Export and 
Investment informed the roundtable 
participants of Kazakhstan’s economic 
achievements and investment attractive-
ness. Issues such as existing tax benefits, 
including exemption from customs du-
ties on the import of equipment, its com-
ponents and spare parts, raw materials 
and supplies and tax exemptions (zero 
percent corporate income tax and land 
tax for 10 years and zero percent proper-
ty tax for eight years), were underlined.

The event included an exchange of 
opinions among foreign diplomats on 
prospects for investment cooperation 
between Kazakhstan and their individ-
ual countries. They expressed determi-
nation to inform their business commu-
nities on the available opportunities to 
implement mutually beneficial invest-
ment projects in Kazakhstan.

Heads of foreign diplomatic missions 
and international organisations accred-
ited in Kazakhstan attended the event.

Modernisation 
Increases Production 
at Petropavlovsk 
Milk Factory

By Dmitry Lee

The MolProduct milk factory in Pe-
tropavlovsk has increased its output to 
60,000 tonnes since the beginning of the 
year.

“We produce 25 sorts of milk with dif-
ferent percentages of fat. The product is 
in demand in Kazakhstan and Russia as 
well. We exported to bordering regions 
in Russia some 15,000 tonnes out of 
60,000 that we produced this year,” said 
factory Director Roza Suleimenova, ac-
cording to news portal inform.kz.

Two years ago, the factory underwent 
a massive modernisation that helped in-
crease its production volume. In a day, the 
factory processes up to 500 tonnes of milk. 

According to Suleimenova, support 
from the government helped the factory 
purchase high-end processing equipment 
from leading foreign companies. Ap-
proximately 3.5 billion tenge (US$19.3 
million) was allocated to MolProduct as 
part of the Business Road Map 2020 pro-
gramme. 

“We were glad to hear as a processing 
company that our head of state is allocat-
ing another 100 billion tenge to support 
entrepreneurs,” Suleimenova added.

The new programme Nurly Zhol that 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev an-
nounced recently has become another 
incentive for the company. The factory 
keeps expanding its operations and has 
purchased 10 new mobile refrigerators.

By Nurbek Akhmetov

ASTANA – A group of 75 college 
students in Astana, Almaty and Ereimentau 
(150 kilometres northeast of Astana) had 
a unique opportunity recently to receive 
innovative training covering all aspects 
of building a successful career, depending 
not only on professional knowledge, 
but on soft skills, including public 
speaking, presenting oneself and general 
communication skills.

The training course was developed 
as part of the Chevron-sponsored I-
SEED project (Innovations: Social 
Entrepreneurship and Education) 
implemented by the British Council in 
Kazakhstan. The project seeks to help 
young people become more competitive in 
the labour market.

“I used to be very shy and afraid of 

speaking in public. But after the training 
on effective communication, I feel more 
confident and can now firmly express 
my opinion,” said Aidana Arysbayeva, a 
project participant from Astana College of 
Trade and Economy.

Financial literacy, the basics of project 
management and career planning are also 
integral parts of the project. “I learned many 
new things about project management, 
marketing, business planning, 
communication and presentation,” said 
Adilet Kashkinbayev from the College of 
Eurasian Humanitarian Institute in Astana. 
“I always had lots of ideas, but did not 
know how to implement them in practice. 
After I-SEED trainings, I am able to turn 
these ideas into reality by developing my 
own projects.”

As part of I-SEED, six award-winning 
project groups, with financial support from 

Chevron, will get a chance to implement 
their ideas and demonstrate examples of 
social innovations – solving community 
challenges using a project-based approach 
– skills acquired during six months of 
trainings.

The I-SEED project is more than 
just training as it is accompanied by 
workshops with renowned Kazakh 
business representatives sharing their 
personal experience with college students 
in multiple collaborations. For instance, 
the first entrepreneurship workshop 
was jointly organised in Astana in 
partnership with the National Chamber 
of Entrepreneurs. The guest speaker of 
the workshop, Khanzada Baltayeva, a 
prominent Astana entrepreneur, shared 
her professional “secrets of success” and 
inspired young people to start up their own 
small businesses.

Chevron Programme 
Trains Local College Students 
in Career Development

First Deputy Prime Minister of 
Kazakhstan Bakytzhan Sagintayev 
chaired a Nov. 27 regular meeting of 
the Board of Directors of the Damu En-
trepreneurship Development Fund. The 
meeting discussed the credit terms for 
small and medium enterprises (SME) 
in the sphere of the processing indus-
try. The council made the decision to 
provide loans only for new business 
projects. The funds will be allocated 
with the estimated fee rate of 6 percent 
for ten years. The business support pro-
gramme in the processing industry and 
service sector was approved after the 
meeting.

According to the head of state’s in-
structions on concessional lending, 555 
billion tenge (US$3.1 billion) will be 
allocated to small and medium busi-
nesses in the country in 2015-2016, 
the press service of the Ministry of 
National Economy reported. Minister 
Yerbolat Dossayev said that “within 
the state-of-the-nation address to fur-
ther support business activities in the 
country, 200 billion tenge (US$1.1 bil-
lion) will be allocated from the Nation-
al Fund in 2015 and 2016, 100 billion 
tenge (US$552.6 million) annually.” 
These funds will be loaned to small, 
medium and large businesses using the 
existing programmes of interbank lend-
ing of the Damu fund, with 100 billion 
tenge (US$552.6 million) for financing 
SMEs and 100 billion tenge (US$552.6 
million) for large businesses.

“Role of regions in holding EXPO 
2017,” the second international in-
vestment forum dedicated to the green 
economy, took place on Nov. 28 in Shy-
mkent, where the prospects of develop-
ment of alternative energy were dis-
cussed. Representatives of ministries, 
national companies, research institutes, 
second-tier banks, foreign diplomatic 
missions, international organisations 
and foreign and domestic companies 
took part in the event. Entrepreneurs 
from the U.S., Russia, Germany, Italy, 
Poland, Hungary, Japan, China, South 
Korea and Malaysia expressed their 
interest in the forum. One of the panel 
sessions, which was held in the Shym-
kent Congress Centre, was dedicated 
to the role of youth in holding EXPO 
2017. According to the Managing Di-
rector of Astana EXPO 2017 Company 
Saltanat Rakhimbekova, the company 
is working hard to attract the Kazakh 
regions to participate in the interna-
tional exhibition. Thus, memoranda on 
cooperation have already been signed 
with the North Kazakhstan, Karaganda 
and Kyzylorda regions.

Almassadam Satkaliyev, chairman 
of the board of Samruk Energy, spoke 
about the implementation of projects 
in energy sphere at a Nov. 26 Central 
Communications Service (CCS) brief-
ing. 

“The company is now implementing 
14 projects aimed at the future develop-
ment of infrastructure. The implemen-
tation of these projects will reduce the 
deficit of electric power and provide 
new opportunities for the social and 
economic development of the regions. 
Samruk Energy, in partnership with 
Samsung C&T, is working on construc-
tion of the Balkhash thermal power sta-
tion. 

The design capacity of the station is 
1,320 MW,” he said. According to Sat-
kaliyev, implementation of this project 
will allow for increasing the country’s 
energy security in the long-term. The 
work has already begun, the road is 
currently being constructed and drill-
ing and blasting operations were con-
ducted. 

The infrastructure has also been pre-
pared. New technologies applied in 
construction of the Balkhash thermal 
power station will allow for savings 
up to 900,000 tonnes of coal per year. 
Besides, great emphasis in the con-
struction of the plant was aimed at the 
reduction of emissions. 

“The company is also engaged in 
the development of renewable energy 
sources. Samruk Energy will finish 
construction of the first phase of the 
Yereymentau wind power station with 
a capacity of 45 MW in 2014. This 
plant will be the main facility generat-
ing electricity for EXPO 2017. 

Samruk Energy will allocate 583.5 
billion tenge (US$3.2 billion) for 
modernisation of power stations 
within the tariff in exchange for an 
investments programme in the pe-
riod 2009-2015 and 278 billion tenge 
(US$1.5 billion) in 2014-2015,” he 
concluded.
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By C. Naseer Ahmad

The fall in oil prices and the decisions made at the Organi-
sation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is causing 
severe ripples throughout the world economy. So naturally, it will 
be an item of discussion among intellectuals and policy makers.

A symposium in late October at the George Washington 
University’s Central Asia Programme -“Revisiting ‘Great 
Games’ and ‘New Silk Roads’ in Central Asia” is an example 
of such thoughtful deliberations. Kazakh leaders, speaking at 
this meeting, spoke about bold visions for the future. Absent 
from those remarks was a replay of the “Great Game” of the 
past or the modern fantasy tales such as the ‘Game of thrones.’

These bold visions include a creative blend of history, cul-
ture and politics – while recognising the different challenges 
each of the Central Asia countries face. From the largest land-
locked country in the world, there is a clear articulation for 
facilitating economic cooperation in Central Asia and making 
it a hub of regional cooperation.

Concerns about the difficult situations in Ukraine in East-
ern Europe and the threat of extremists group like “Islamic 
State” are shared by regional policy makers and scholars who 
presented their position papers. Both Kazakh leaders and 
U.S. policy makers who spoke talked about virtuous versus 
vicious networks. “How can Central Asia be the best place 
for growth?” and the “opportunity for people of the region for 
a stable future” were the thoughts shared at this conference.

One of the speakers quoted the recent remarks by a Pa-
kistani minister at the Council on Foreign Relations in New 
York about surplus energy exports from Kazakhstan to Paki-
stan – via the PAKTAPI – Transit Price Agreement. This is 
an example of serious efforts to implement bold visions into 
reality and not just a figment of imagination.

Calls for support of integrating the regional rail networks 
for facilitating international trade were expressed by numer-
ous speakers. Scholars also urged policy makers to take ad-
vantage of the windows of opportunity in Afghanistan and the 
upcoming global framework for trade under the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) which is a trade 

agreement being negotiated between the European Union and 
the United States. 

To capitalise on these visions will require welcoming Chi-
na’s investments in energy said one of the US policy makers. 
China is “naturally a leader in the region,” is an unambigu-
ous view from U.S. perspective signaling promotion of eco-
nomic and political cooperation in Central Asia. There is also 
a recognition of “Chinese paving the Silk Road to the Middle 
East” with increased investment in that region.

These visions include connectivity between Central Asian 
and South Asian countries and, if implemented well, could 
lead to huge economic benefits for almost 1.6 billion people 
of the regions. Turning these progressive ideas into reality 
will require increased access to information, creative appli-
cation of mobile technology, harnessing renewable energy 
sources like solar power. 

“Kazakhstan is most clearly forward thinking,” said one of 
the scholars. And, it becomes evident that preventing these 
bold visions from becoming “Silk Road illusions,” – as stated 
by one of the scholars – requires the kind of leadership com-
ing out of Kazakhstan.

The author writes for the Diplomatic Courier and Paki-
stanLink and is a member of the Boards of the Embassy 
Series and Interfaith Voices, a National Public Radio pro-
gramme. He is a member of the National Press Club in 
Washington, DC.

By Yerlan Karin

Concerning the latest video: references to natives of Kazakh-
stan operating in Syria and Iraq have been made before. Over 
the year and a half since the first videos were put on the Inter-
net, four clips involving natives of Kazakhstan have appeared. 

The number of such videos with people from other countries 
exceeds the hundreds, if not the thousands. Compared to them, 
Kazakhstan’s natives are mentioned far less frequently. 

The goal of all these propaganda videos is to attract new fol-
lowers. Despite the commonly held feeling that the number of 
insurgents from Kazakhstan in Syria is increasing, in recent 
months the flow of potential supporters from Central Asia, par-
ticularly Kazakhstan, actually has been on the decrease.

The decrease is a result of the systematic work of security 
services, who were able to organise a fairly good counter-prop-
aganda effort. Therefore, in reaction, recruiters are trying to 
change their tools and approaches to their propaganda activity.

To diversify the plot and affect the feelings of the potential 
audience, this time they used children. I have written previ-
ously that, conducting our research in the summer, we recorded 

a few facts of the existence of children training camps under 
some terrorist groups. The children were from various coun-
tries of Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia. 

Most likely, as with any military activity, parents of these 
children, particularly their fathers, have died. As a result, chil-
dren are left orphaned or separated from their mothers, and 
then sent to training camps for children, where they are being 
trained to become live bombs. 

The latest video, however, somehow worked against 

the radicals. In the Kazakh tradition, culture and 
worldview, children are the main meaning of life, its 
main value. That’s why, judging by the reaction on 
social networks, the video has drawn condemnation, 
thus showing the absolute rejection on the part of our 
people of such action. But this is certainly not a reason 
to be complacent. On the contrary, we should become 
more decisive and take systemic measures to counter 
radical ideology. 

By the way, the latest video was reposted with the 
assistance of some sources in the United States, who 
once played the role of information agents for the 
Soldiers of the Caliphate (Jund al Khalifa), a terrorist 
group comprised of citizens of Kazakhstan, spreading 
their videos and materials through media. Had these 
sources not provided such informational support, spon-
sors of the group would have stopped funding them 
after a month or two.

The author is the director of the Kazakhstan In-
stitute of Strategic Studies and the author, most re-
cently, of “Our People in a Foreign War.”

Islamic State Group Propaganda Video Runs 
Contrary to Kazakh Nature, Backfires

Bold Visions, Neither ‘Great Games’ nor 
‘Game of Thrones,” along the New Silk Road

By Usen Suleimen

It is easy to understand why protecting the environment does 
not figure high on the agenda of many developing economies. 
When poverty casts such a dark shadow over a society, any prior-
ity which diverts efforts and resources from tackling poverty can 
be seen as an indulgence.

But the experience of countries further down the development 
path shows that environmental degradation comes with a large 
cost attached – and the bill invariably falls on the poorest. Food 
shortages occur and prices increase as agricultural yields fall on 
degraded land. Economic growth slows and unemployment rises 
as resources are squandered. Widespread pollution worsens public 
health, which adds to costs and cuts growth. It is the already mar-
ginalised and vulnerable who suffer the worst of these impacts.

Kazakhstan, which inherited many wasteful industries and inef-
ficient processes from the old Soviet Union, has not escaped this 
sad legacy. But as the country’s economy develops rapidly, we are 
also determined to do all we can to repair the damage and avoid 
any future mistakes.

The urgent need to develop a green economy is at the heart of 
the EXPO 2017 exhibition, which Kazakhstan will host in Astana 
in 2017. Our country’s Samruk Kazyna Sovereign Wealth Fund is 
investing heavily in the knowledge and technology needed to sup-
port innovative and sustainable development.

But while the commitment to sustainable economic develop-
ment is clear, what is not yet in place are the concrete policies to 
deliver this ambition. Getting this right requires nothing less than a 
revolution in the way we produce and consume as a country.

At the heart of this task must be a relentless focus on waste 
minimisation. Our past failures have led both to the squandering 
of precious resources and mountains of industrial waste. Estimates 
suggest that there are more than six billion tonnes of toxic waste 
dumped, usually without precautions, across Kazakhstan. Without 
action, this could increase five-fold by 2030. The result is that our 
land and water has been slowly poisoned and public health is be-
ing damaged.

There is, of course, an urgent need to remove safely, and re-
cycle where possible, the waste already produced. But the lesson 

to be learnt from other countries is that it is better and cheaper to 
stop pollution and waste happening in the first place than to deal 
with its consequences.

The Need to Redesign
So what is needed is to find ways – and urgently – as a country 

to use resources including energy and water more wisely, to reduce 
industrial emissions and to re-use materials within the same manu-
facturing process. It requires us to redesign not just the way we 
produce goods but, where possible, the goods themselves.

We remain a long way in Kazakhstan from the policies required 
to drive such fundamental change. At the moment, environmental 
goals, if considered at all, are very much secondary to our eco-
nomic ambitions.

This cannot continue, not least because the continued inefficient 
use of resources and the cost of cleaning up pollution will make 
achieving economic goals harder.  Cutting waste is not just the 
right step environmentally but also economically.

Government, at all levels, has a major role in getting this right. 
Protecting our environment can no longer be an after-thought in 
policy-making and must be given equal footing with other press-
ing issues.  Legislation must be drawn up in line with international 

best practices. The aim must be to create the framework to first 
stabilise before reducing the production of waste within an agreed 
period of time.

This requires agreed and relevant environmental standards to 
which everyone signs up and which cover all activities. This must 
be coupled with a clear definition and allocation of responsibilities 
and powers between different levels of government. Too often in 
the past, it is the lack of clear responsibility that  has allowed the 
worst abuses to occur.

We need a thorough study of the environmental impact of exist-
ing facilities and installations with recommendations, if necessary, 
to lessen damage. All new economic developments must have a 
compulsory review, before planning decisions are made, of their 
likely environmental impact.

The Community Role
It is also clear just how important the role of community groups 

and civil society is in putting pressure on both enterprises and gov-
ernment to meet environmental goals. Kazakhstan actively needs 
to create the conditions where public participation is encouraged 
in such decisions.

But this role can only be properly fulfilled if information is pro-
vided to let citizens to hold companies and government to account. 
So public authorities should be required to publish regular reports 
on the state of the environment. Access to information, now eas-
ily available through the internet, about waste and pollution levels 
should have as few restrictions placed on it as possible.

This is a big agenda – and there are major barriers to overcome. 
But over the last 20 years, Kazakhstan’s economic progress has 
been remarkable. We now need, for the long-term health of our 
economy, our citizens and country, to put the same emphasis on 
development in a truly green sustainable way.

The author is PhD, Ambassador-at-Large of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan.

This article first appeared in the CIWM Journal Online Exclu-
sive, with CIWM standing for the Chartered Institution of Wastes 
Management.

Kazakhstan Must Make Immediate, 
Significant Changes to Achieve a Green Future 

Kazakhstan’s cultural heritage includes a long line 
of nomadic traditions. For thousands of years, 
nomadic herders have survived in the extremely 
cold winters and scorching summers of the 
Great Steppe, adoring their mobile houses with 

ornaments and engraving delicate patterns into wood and metal 
tools. Bones, leather, horse hair and anything else at hand found 
a use in crafting instruments and decorations. Archaeological 
findings confirm the high level of civilisation of the settled agri-
cultural and nomadic cultures of the ancient tribes that inhabited 
the territory of Kazakhstan – the Scythians, Sakas, Savromats, 
Huns, Usuns and Kangly in the first millennium B.C., and later 
the Turks, Karluk, Oguz and Kipchak. The value of goods was 
based on aesthetic appearance, quality of craftsmanship and, 
ultimately, practical use. 

Cultures in the steppe have always been fluid and adaptive, 
unavoidably so, influenced by ties to Russia in the north, China 
in the east and Persian and Islamic cultures in the southwest. 
As the industrial revolution and the Soviet development pro-
grammes came about, songs of warriors protecting their lands 
from conquering armies were replaced by anthems saluting the 
prowess of the USSR and its achievements. Statues of Lenin, 
friezes on administrative buildings and communist canons can 
still be seen across most of independent Kazakhstan. Art history 
can offer unique insights into how dearly a ruling class holds its 
dominions and how strongly it wants to be remembered. The 
Panfilov Park in Almaty, for example, hosts a larger-than-life 
size sculpture that inevitably arouses fascination at the heroic 
characters it is meant to portray. 

What Kazakhstan has now is an inheritance of the same 
grand principles adopted in the Soviet era, a cloudy idea of 
“traditional” indigenous culture and a wonderful opportunity 
to express the new philosophies of modern life. Digital works 
of art and new popular singers and ensembles are radically 
different from their Soviet predecessors, though sculptures and 
paintings done in the “official” style can also be found from 
time to time. The quintessential expression of Kazakhstan’s 
culture is elusive because of the mixed and mashed nature of the 
society’s history. In fact, anyone attempting to find essentialism 
in the culture is bound to fail. 

Museums are wonderful places to see collections of Kazakh 
art and history, exhibiting unique pieces of ancient and modern 
jewellery, crafts and fine arts. The number of museums has 
grown from 87 in 1995 to 224 in 2013, indicating an apprecia-
tion for preserving items of historic interest. Many of them 
contain historical relics, part of the national spiritual tradition, 
the nomadic way of life, expressing the moral and aesthetic ide-
als of the people of Kazakhstan. Museums actively promote the 
development of patriotism and love of country in Kazakhstan.

According to Article 25 of the law “On Culture,” a museum 
is a cultural institute created to store, study and publicly present 
museum collections, designed to carry out cultural, educational, 
scientific and research functions and to ensure the popularisation 
of the historical and cultural heritage of Kazakhstan. The law 
“On Culture” also deals with libraries, archaeological sites and 
cultural ensembles and guarantees their protection by the state.  

The government is especially interested in the formation 
of a distinct cultural profile for Kazakhstan for the purpose of 
building a recognisable brand. Having cultural assets and legal 
frameworks regulating and protecting them is one thing; bring-
ing them to the world and making them appreciated is another. 
Kazakhstan has already gained UNESCO recognition for a 
number of historical landmarks that are now World Heritage 
Sites, and when the infrastructure around them attains a certain 
level of development, they will be the future tourist attractions. 

Astana Opera is slowly gaining a reputation as a cultural 
centre with a rich programme of foreign and domestic works. 
“Birzhan-Sara,” an opera based on a Kazakh legend, fits har-
moniously into Astana Opera’s repertoire, along with Tchaiko-
vsky’s “Sleeping Beauty” and Puccini’s “Tosca.” The world 
tour of the opera’s artists and guest performances by renowned 
musicians will add to the revival of performance-based arts in 
Kazakhstan. 

Likewise, the opening of the National Painting Gallery in 
Astana highlights a new breath for the visual arts culture in 
Kazakhstan. A great building with six exhibition halls display-
ing classical artists from the 1940s and 1950s, contemporary 
works by young artists and an original backdrop of petroglyphs 
prove that Kazakh artists have much to show. Indeed, con-
temporary art has become an active market, with investments 
being made, stocks raised and anticipated financial success and 
disappointment. Financing art has become fashionable because 
there is risk but also the chance to earn a decent return on the 
investment. 

It is unsurprising that the then-Ministry of Culture and the 
Kazakh Cultural Research Institute held round-table discus-
sions on the cultural policy of Kazakhstan and attracted a wide 
range of specialists, civil society groups, industry professionals, 
creative unions, academics and prominent figures of culture and 
art to the drafting of the national Concept of Cultural Policy. 
The resulting document was approved by the government and 
is now a cornerstone of further cultural development. Kazakh-
stan’s culture is in the thick of progress, along with the rest of 
the country’s industries and political bodies. The process of 
nation building cannot rest on extraction and commerce alone, 
because, fundamentally, the art and culture of a society are a 
reflection of its values. Without values, materials are worthless 
and the society is devoid of an ideology to bind it together. 

Kazakhstan’s 
Cultural Values: 

Building Bricks in 
Creating a Nation 

and its Brand
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By Suhail Matar Alketbi

On Dec. 2, the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) celebrates its national day. 
In 1971, after unification, the United 
Arab Emirates managed to transform 
themselves from desert areas inhab-
ited by nomadic people into strong and 
economically developed states; a pow-
erful federation with a standard of liv-
ing considered today to be one of the 
highest not only in the Middle East, but 
throughout the world.

As Sheikh Zayed, the first President 
of the UAE, said, “The real wealth of 
the country is its people,” and special 
efforts should be made to ensure that 
people receive the best possible educa-
tion, healthcare and social services and 
both men and women can fully play 
their important roles in the development 
of the country.

The UAE is a country where the spirit 

of tolerance between different nationali-
ties, communities and faiths should pre-
vail. At the same time, its own national 
culture and heritage must be protected 
and respected. Although locals profess 
the Islamic faith, the UAE currently has 
more than 40 churches and cathedrals, 
as well as places of worship for other 
religions.

Celebration of the UAE’s National 
Day starts early in the morning of Dec. 
2 and ends late in the evening of Dec. 3. 
The indigenous population of the state 
as well as foreigners participate in the 
celebrations. Residents hang national 
flags on the streets of every city. The 
biggest celebrations are in Abu Dhabi 
and Dubai, where there are parades with 
patriotic music and other performances. 
Tens of thousands of people and tourists 
celebrate the national day on the streets 
of Dubai. 

A distinctive feature of the celebra-
tion is a specific car decoration: Emi-
ratis decorate their cars with flags and 
photographs of country’s rulers, trying 
to one-up each other with the best deco-
rations. The fireworks on Dec. 2 and 3 
are the most expensive in the UAE.

The local tourism industry continues 
to grow significantly, as the country pre-
pares to welcome visitors from around 
the world for Dubai EXPO 2020. 
Around 160,000 hotel rooms are ex-
pected to open in Dubai by then. Dubai 
EXPO 2020 will be the first internation-
al exposition to take place in the region 
from Morocco to India. The event is ex-
pected to attract millions of visitors and 

create thousands of new jobs. Several 
key projects suspended during the re-
cession in 2008 have been restarted and 
are under construction now.

Data published by the Abu Dhabi 
Tourism and Culture Administration 
(ADTCA) shows that in the first nine 
months of 2014, 2,498,672 guests 
checked into hotels in the UAE, 26 per-
cent more than last year. Hotel revenues 
increased by $1.16 billion, 15 percent 
than in the same period in 2013.

Since 1999, the hotel industry in 
Dubai has grown at a phenomenal rate. 
By this year, it created 254 hotels and 
124 hotel apartments, a total of 25,188 
new rooms. Data published by the or-
ganisers of The Hotel Show Dubai 2014 
show that an average of 17 new hotels 
opened every year for the past 15 years.

Since its formation, the UAE has wit-
nessed tremendous development. With 
the discovery of oil and natural gas, both 
on land and in its waters, the country has 
moved away from earlier dependence 
on the pearl, fisheries, agriculture, and 
natural resources. 

Today, the UAE has a varied produc-
tive economy based on international 
emerging knowledge and future energy. 
The population of the UAE has moved 
from poverty to one of the highest in-
come levels in the world. Innovative 
developments have attracted worldwide 
attention, and the UAE has become a 
globally known financial and economic 
centre.

The rapid economic development of 
the UAE has significantly contributed to 

the advancement of its citizens, particu-
larly women. There are equal opportuni-
ties in education and job choice and fair 
working conditions for both genders. 
Women now account for 22.2 percent of 
the seats in the Federal National Council 
(FNC), which is one of the highest per-
centages of parliamentary representa-
tion in the Middle East and in the world. 
Today, women account for nearly 70 
percent of all university graduates in the 
country and occupy about 60 percent 
of government posts. Four ministers in 
the cabinet are women; women have 
positions as permanent representatives 
to the United Nations and first vice 
speaker of the FNC, and 10 percent of 
diplomats (including ambassadors and 
consuls general) are women. Women 
are even civil and armed forces pilots: 
Major Maryam al-Mansoori attracted 
international attention this year because 
of her participation in the multinational 
air campaign against terrorist groups in 
Iraq.

The UAE has made tremendous ef-
forts to diversify its energy sources 
through investments in future energy, 
including nuclear and renewable ener-
gy. In December 2009, Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the 
UAE, created the Emirates Nuclear 
Energy Corporation (ENEC), an or-
ganisation active in the implementation 
of the UAE’s peaceful nuclear energy 
programme, which produces electricity 
and supports economic development, 
providing new opportunities for the na-
tion. The ENEC is also responsible for 

supervising the development, construc-
tion and financing of nuclear power 
plants to deliver electricity to the UAE 
grid by 2017.

The UAE has also witnessed tremen-
dous growth in the field of education 
during the last four decades. Today, all 
men and women in the UAE have free 
public education at all levels, including 
the right to free higher education in state 
universities and colleges. World-re-
nowned research institutions have also 
established campuses in the UAE in 
recent years, providing access to world-
class education for UAE residents.

Similar growth has been achieved in 
the field of healthcare. Forty years ago, 
the provision of medical services was 
limited, and hospital care was practi-
cally absent. In recent years, the gov-
ernment has developed an extensive 
network of general hospitals and clinics 
across the country. With the develop-
ment of this sector, infant mortality has 
dropped significantly, mortality at birth 
is now at zero and life expectancy has 
increased.

Kazakhstan and the UAE celebrated 
the 22nd anniversary of the beginning 
of their diplomatic relations in Novem-
ber. Today, versatile, warm, friendly 
relations between the two countries are 
developing between officials and also in 
the economy, culture, education, sports 
and environmental protection. The 
UAE is among the largest investors in 
Kazakhstan, having invested $10 billion 
and counting in the country.

Our heads of state and government 

UAE and Kazakhstan Celebrate UAE National Day 

By Kairat Lama-Sharif

Some 43 countries in the world are 
landlocked: 15 in Africa, 14 in Europe, 
12 in Asia and two in South America. 
This list contains all the countries of 
Central Asia: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and Kyr-
gyzstan.

However, some landlocked countries 
do not suffer from their inconvenient 
geographic locations. For example, 
landlocked Switzerland is among the 
top 10 countries of the world in terms 
of economic competitiveness. Austria, 
also cut off from the open sea, has very 
high levels of economic development 
and public welfare in comparison with 
its coastal neighbours.

Another example is Kazakhstan, the 
largest landlocked country in the world, 
which is bordered by two inland seas: 
the Caspian and Aral Seas.

For Kazakhstan, being landlocked is 
not an obstacle to its economic devel-
opment, since its location in the centre 
of the Eurasian continent predetermines 

its geopolitical role as a bridge between 
Europe and Asia. 

In recent years, the centre of gravity 
of world trade and production has been 
shifting to Asia, objectively increasing 
the value of the transport component 
of interstate cooperation. Kazakhstan 
occupies a unique position as the most 
comfortable and safe transit route from 
Europe to Asia.

Currently, Kazakhstan’s territory is 
crossed by four international transport 
corridors connecting China and Europe, 
including the TRACECA (Transport 
Corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia). As 
they say, now all roads lead to, or rather, 
through, Kazakhstan. 

Today, China’s rapid economic 
growth, particularly in its western re-
gions, requires the delivery of various 
products to world markets. Therefore, in 
the near future, it is expected to put into 
operation a new international highway, 
the Western Europe – Western China 
corridor. The total length of the road 
will be 8,445 kilometres, of which 2,787 
km will be in Kazakhstan. This transit 
corridor will reduce by almost 3.5 times 
the time it takes to transport goods from 
China to Europe, as compared to the sea 
route (from 40 days by sea to 10 days 
by land). Moreover, it’s expected that in 
the next 10 years, the volume of cargo 
transportation through Kazakhstan’s 
territory will more than double.

In this regard, the first major break-
through in the field of logistics develop-
ment is the establishment of the Khor-
gos-East Gate special economic zone 
(SEZ) on the border with China, which 
will operate as a “dry port” in the inter-
national transport and logistics sector.

As part of the strategy of the New 
Silk Road, the Kazakhstan Temir Zholy 
national railway company has already 
established a partnership with global 
port terminal infrastructure operator 
Dubai Port World (DP World). With 
DP World, the Kazakh company has 
designed a general line of vehicle in-
teraction with the seaport of Aktau and 
its linkage with the Khorgos-East Gate 
project in the organisation of global sup-
ply and the integration of Kazakhstan’s 
infrastructure services into the world 
trade and transport chain.

Currently, the two companies have 
been establishing the necessary legal 
framework for cooperation, including 
a management agreement for the Aktau 
seaport on the east coast of the Caspian 
Sea and the Khorgos-East Gate SEZ.

At the same time, taking into account 
their favourable locations, as well as the 
relevance of the historical revival of the 
Silk Road, Kazakhstan and other coun-
tries are making every effort to create a 
transcontinental transport link between 
Central Asia and the Gulf region.

The Gulf region is of key importance 
for Kazakhstan in maintaining growth 
in foreign trade. This is dictated by at 
least three defining factors.

First, the Gulf region is the epicentre 
of interests for a growing number of 
shippers in Asia and Europe. Experts 
predict that a large amount of traffic 
from China to Europe, the Middle East, 
Central Asia and the Caucasus will soon 
be reoriented to the Gulf region.

Secondly, port and storage capac-
ity at the world’s largest transport hubs 
and international container carriage will 
provide the shortest routes to Southeast 

Asia, the African continent, India and 
beyond.

Finally, there is the possibility of ex-
panding Kazakhstan’s export potential 
due to the region’s high demand for food 
products (the Gulf is 80 – 90 percent de-
pendent on food imports). The great im-
portance of the potential of the UAE’s 
port capacity, which takes on the role 
of the south gate in the North – South 
international transport corridor, must be 
highlighted. This is one of the priorities 
of the Eurasian routes, including the 
transport network in Kazakhstan.

Kazakhstan’s President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, speaking at the World Is-
lamic Economic Forum in Dubai in Oc-
tober, noted that more than 10,000 km 
of roads and 2,500 km of railways have 
been built and rehabilitated in Kazakh-
stan, so the distance between China and 
the Gulf has been reduced by 1,200 km.

Moreover, in the next few days, the 
new Kazakhstan-Turkmenistan-Iran 
railway will open, which is an important 
component of the North – South inter-
national transport corridor. The new 
railroad will provide convenient and 
cost-effective transport for goods from 
Kazakhstan to the Emirati ports in the 
Gulf.

The North – South project, with the 
assistance of the Asian Development 
Bank and the Islamic Development 
Bank, is based on a signed agreement 
between Turkmenistan, Iran and Ka-
zakhstan from 2007. Implementing the 
project will also open up access to Eu-
ropean and Asian countries in Central 
Asia and the Gulf region. A similar op-
portunity will appear for the transit of 
goods from South and Southeast Asia 

to Northern and Eastern Europe through 
Iran, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan and 
Russia. President Nazarbayev high-
lighted that this transnational project 
has historical significance. “The new 
track is the shortest route for goods de-
livery and transit and, in the future, for 
commuters. Nowadays, time is a critical 
factor. In this regard, shortening turno-
ver provides a significant competitive 
advantage. This advantage is reflected 
in business and, eventually, in increased 
prosperity for our countries,” said the 
President.

Opening transit and foreign trade car-
go traffic within the North – South corri-
dor is a profitable alternative to existing 
means of transportation. 

It is 120 nautical miles or 221 km 
from the port of Bandar Abbas to the 
UAE’s Hamriyah port. Thus, the total 
developed length of the new Silk Road 
from Kazakhstan to the Emirates is 
3,377 km, two times shorter than the air 
corridor from Dubai to Shanghai.

The new route, according to experts, 
will reduce the length of transit by 10 
– 12 days compared to the traditional 
sea route from Asia to Europe via the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Suez Canal, 
which takes 35 – 40 days. With appro-
priate transport infrastructure, this will 
allow us to reduce transportation expen-
ditures by 30 percent.

There is also great potential for the 
construction of transport and commu-
nication infrastructure meeting interna-
tional standards to be built along the rail 
routes, bridges and other related facili-
ties, including residential complexes for 
staff.

Due to changes in the geopolitical 

New Silk Road, from Kazakhstan to UAE

By Almat Zharlykassynov 

In my many years of translation work, 
an important place is taken by the work of 
my long-time friend, the undeniably gifted 
writer Zholtai Zhumat. Over a few years, I 
have had the pleasure of translating many 
of his short stories and novels, which were 
then issued in Russian in separate collec-
tions and books.

“The Call of Freedom” (2001), “Torments 
of the Soul” (2007), “Eternal Elegy” (2014) 
… I want to emphasise that his stories are not 
like the works of other authors and surprise 
with their density of action and events, reveal-
ing the mystery and secrets of today’s life. 

Recently, Zhumat has begun to master 
one of the most difficult genres of literature 
– drama. About 10 plays have come from 
his pen already. Almost all of them found 
their way to theatres in the country. Perfor-
mances staged in many regional theatres 
were warmly received by audiences and 
drew the attention of theatre professionals 
and critics.

Zhumat’s plays “Tіrі Zhan” (“Living 
Soul”), “Zhanym – Zhalgyz” (“Loneliness 
of the Soul”), “Abaqty Gumyr” (“Life-
Prison”), “Sana Dertі” (“Affliction of Con-
sciousness”) and “Suyu Sertі” (“Oath of 
Love”) are fine works, in which the drama 
of the past is traced through the eyes of to-
day’s writer and examined.

All the qualities inherent in a person – 
cleanliness, betrayal, conscience, justice, 
violence, humanity – face each other in 
“Suyu Sertі” and “Baiterek Basyndagy 
Kezdesu” (“Meeting at the Top of Bait-
erek), and become part of the effort to 
understand this confusing life. According 
to State Prize of Kazakhstan laureate and 
Tarlan award-winner Dulat Issabekov, 
“Baiterek Basyndagy Kezdesu” is a work 
in which the author tries to fully evaluate 
the events of the past dramatic years from a 
specific human height. The ability to show 
yesterday’s villainy and abuse not only in 
black colours, but also consider the bitter 
truth with a watchful eye, to give cool-
headed assessment to the same villainy and 

treachery; in a word, to reveal the anatomy 
of hatred, are the qualities writers today 
need. These are clearly evident in this play 
by Zhumat. This, of course, is the result 
of the playwright’s search, his growth, his 
ability to look at the truth of life from the 
perspective of different heights.

“Zholtai Zhumat is a writer and thinker 
who maturely and preparedly fit himself 

into into the national prose and drama. 
Reading through his work, we always feel 
deeply the life and wide open spaces of a 
writer who is skilfully and convincingly 
developing his thought and idea,” Ashirbek 
Sygai, honoured worker of Kazakhstan, 
State Prize laureate, professor and theatre 
critic has said about Zhumat. The choice of 
drama, the selection of topics and the struc-
turing of events in Zhumat’s work is really 
interesting. He provides a perspective be-
fore transferring to the language of drama 
issues related to the life of Kazakhs, with 
well-chosen settings that give his plays 
their scenic appeal. Sometimes it seems 
that Zhumat feels nature with all his heart. 
For example, in “Suyu Sertі” he describes 
the most difficult period in the life of the 
Kazakh people, when during the last few 
decades of the last century their livestock 
was confiscated. The poetic and dramatic 
dialogue in “Abaqty Gumyr” reveals the 
souls of the three great representatives of 
the nation: the outstanding personalities 
Sultanbek, Magzhan and Nazir.

Zhumat’s dramatic works in recent years 
have been increasingly staged in theatres. 
Kyzylorda, Zhetysai and Turkestan audi-
ences had an opportunity to evaluate the 
plays “Suyu Sertі,” “Abaqty Gumyr,” 
“Ai Astyndagy Altyn Shaһar,” and “Sana 
Dertі.” 2,000 drama fans warmly applaud-
ed the performance of “Baiterek Basynd-
agy Kezdesu” at Astana’s Congress Hall 
by the artists of the Kuanyshbayev Music 
and Drama Theatre.

Zhumat’s “Munmen Alysqan Adam” 
(“Eternal Nostalgia”) has been staged in 
the Kazakh language in many theatres in 
the country, particularly in Kostanai and 
Semey, and has been very successful.

“Munmen Alysqan Adam” tells the 
story of an elderly Kazakh man named As-
san, who lives in France. He and his parents 
moved there in the 1930s. Assan grew up 
there, had a family and raised children. He 
lives in a suburb of Paris, but over the years 
he has begun to reassess his values, and the 
memories of his ancestral land increasingly 
haunt him. His pain can only be soothed by 

Zhumat Makes Successful Transition to Drama

situations of countries with their own 
access to the Black Sea, the Caspian 
Sea’s role has increased. There are ob-
jective prerequisites for the transforma-
tion of the Caspian Sea and the coastal 
areas as an important transit centre be-
tween Europe and Asia. We are talking 
about the powerful traffic flow from 
Asia to Europe and back. According to 
preliminary estimates, 3 – 5 million tons 
of cargo per year will be shipped on the 
main line from the Caspian Sea to the 
Gulf initially, and volumes will increase 
to 10 – 12 million tons. Today, Kazakh-
stan ranks among the world’s leading 
exporters of ferro-alloys, copper, lead, 
zinc and mineral fertilisers. Our country 
has also reached the top position in the 
world for the export of flour and wheat.

During his meeting with Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and ruler of Dubai, President 
Nazarbayev said that Kazakhstan could 
become a global centre for food secu-
rity. The total area of agricultural land 
in Kazakhstan is 90 million hectares, of 
which 25 million hectares is arable land 
and 61 million hectares is permanent 
pasture.

With the new international Kazakh-
stan-Turkmenistan-Iran railway, the ex-
port of Kazakh wheat has the potential 
to increase by five times. According to 
experts, the UAE are also ready to buy 
up to 500,000 tonnes of mutton from 
Kazakhstan.

An effective catalyst in the promotion 
of bilateral trade and economic coopera-
tion will be the main traffic artery of the 
21st century, connecting Kazakhstan 
with the UAE.

The author is Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Kazakhstan to the UAE.

travelling to his homeland. Assan wants to 
return home and spend his last days there.

He asks his sons Marat and Yelzhan to 
implement his wish, and questions of un-
derstanding and conflict between fathers 
and sons are raised. Equally important are 
questions of memory: Will his motherland 
be the way Assan imagined it? The plot 
keeps the audience in suspense, hanging on 
the actors’ words.

The English-language premiere of this 
play was staged at the Shanyrak student 
theatre in the Gumilev Eurasian National 
University (ENU) this summer. The play 
was translated into English by young 
translator Aizhan Bolatkyzy and staged 
by young director Zhambyl Tlepov. Char-
acters were played by ENU students Daur 
Nurbolatov, Amanbek Magzumhan, Anar 
Izet, Dina Zhanabekkyzy and others.

The audience warmly welcomed the 
performance, and now more are planned 
for the student theatres of the country’s 
leading universities. There are also plans 
to stage the play outside the country. Zhu-
mat’s works are welcomed anew each year 
by readers and theatre critics.

The author is a literary interpreter.

officials regularly visit each other. This 
October, President of Kazakhstan Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev met with Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Su-
preme Commander of the Armed Forc-
es of the UAE Mohammed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan. 

During the meeting they discussed 
issues of bilateral relations in trade, eco-
nomic, investment, cultural and human-
itarian sphere. In addition, Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, and Mohammed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan discussed key aspects of re-
gional and international agenda. It was 
noted that the UAE continues to be one 
of the leading investors in Kazakhstan. 
Examples of active cooperation include 
construction of the Abu Dhabi Plaza 
complex in Astana, the activities of the 
Al Hilal Islamic bank and the Al Falah 
Capital Partners joint investment fund. 

Abu Dhabi Plaza has already become 
one of the most anticipated projects in 
Astana. Eighty-eight stories high, it 
will consist of 450 apartments, two ho-
tels and 80,000 square metres of office 
space. The estimated cost of the project 
is more than $1.6 billion. Construction 
is planned to be finished by the end of 
2016, and operations to begin in 2017.

This year has been successful in 
building the relationship between our 
countries. Citizens of the UAE are now 
able to visit Kazakhstan for 15 days 
without visas and the UAE’s Flydubai 
airline has entered the Kazakh market, 
opening flights to Almaty and Shym-
kent.

The author is Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United Arab Emirates to Kazakh-
stan.

Zholtai Zhumat
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By Michelle Witte

ASTANA – The Diplomatic 
Christmas Charity Bazaar , one of the 
biggest events of the holiday season, 
is just around the corner and bazaar 
Organising Committee Chairperson 
Jane Etienne is up to her ears in prize 
donations. Literally. 

At the French ambassador’s resi-
dence, next to a table laden with raffle 
prizes from around the world, Etienne, 
wife of French Ambassador Francis 
Etienne, spoke with The Astana Times 
about this year’s bazaar, to be held at 
the Radisson Hotel on Dec. 7, and the 
work behind it. 

The baskets of national products are 
a bazaar tradition. “This is a tradition 
that is continuing – that each embassy 
provides a raffle basket with their 
products, and those baskets will be part 
of the prizes for the raffle,” Etienne 
said in the Nov. 24 interview.

The raffle is a major fundraising 
tool. Five thousand tickets will be 
available for this year’s raffle, at a 
cost of 1,000 tenge (US$5.52) per 
ticket or a book of 12 for 10,000 tenge 
(US$55.25). 

Raffle prizes go beyond gift baskets: 
this year’s top prize is a round-trip, 
business-class trip for two to Paris 
via Air Astana, plus two nights in the 
Radisson Blu Disneyland hotel. A 
trip to Georgia and three nights at the 
Hotel Old Tbilisi are also up for grabs, 
as are two round-trip tickets to Vienna, 
a round-trip ticket to Istanbul, a Baltic 
cruise with the Tallink company and 
other restaurant, spa and housewares 
prizes. 

Air Astana is a major supporter of 
the event, but embassies and many 
businesses in Kazakhstan’s capital 
contribute their products and services 
as prizes. Astana’s Radisson Hotel has 
hosted every Christmas bazaar so far, 
a major contribution. “They not only 
provide the space, but they provide 
equipment, tables, and they clean it all 
up afterward. It’s a huge donation on 
their part and we’re very, very pleased 
to be able to work with them yet 
again,” Etienne said.

If the event keeps growing, how-
ever, it may outgrow its current space. 
This will be the biggest Christmas 
bazaar yet, with a total of 62 stands, up 
from last year’s 53. A number of coun-
tries will set up stands for the first time 
this year: Austria, Iran, the Kyrgyz 
Republic, Estonia and Lithuania, who 
will run a group stand with Latvia, 
Palestine and South Africa. So many 
countries are now involved – 18 from 
Europe, 10 from Asia, seven from the 
Middle East – that the bazaar stands 
have been grouped geographically, 
so visitors can tour different global 
food zones as they wander through the 
holiday market. 

Kazakhstan, too, will have an of-
ficial stand for the first time this year, 
and the event will be opened with 
traditional Kazakh music.

In addition to food, items ranging 
from inexpensive souvenirs to luxury 
gifts – Switzerland’s stand will have 
Chopard wallets and neckties, Etienne 

said – will be for sale. 
Charitable organisations including 

SOS Villages and the group Silent 
World, which works with deaf chil-
dren, will also have stands describing 
their work.

Last year’s event raised 12 million 
tenge (US$66,311) for charity, and 
Etienne says she hopes to make 20 
million this year (US$110,518). “Just 
the raffle itself will make 5 million, 
and the raffle always sells out,” she 
said. “Every year it seems to get more 
support; more people are interested.”

A committee of 10 chooses the 
charities to fund, which always include 
both governmental and nongovern-
mental organisations. Many members 
of the charity committee are new to 
Astana and joined the committee to 
get to know the country better, she 
said. “They’ve visited organisations as 
far away as Pavlodar and Karaganda. 
They’re supporting charities working 
with children, including those with 
special medical needs, and single par-
ent families, large families and elderly 
people.” 

Seventeen institutions are currently 
being reviewed as potential recipients. 
“There is a selection process – the 
potential recipient has to provide very 
precise information on its projects, 
and these projects can be very short 
term, like winter clothing, or they can 
be long-term benefits like vocational 
training or language courses,” Etienne 
said. The final selection will be made 
after the event, when they know how 
much money has been raised. 

Organisations make specific re-
quests to cover specific needs, and all 
correspondence and assessments are 
recorded, in order to ensure a transpar-
ent process, she said. The committee is 
also planning follow up visits, both to 
check on how the donations are spent 
and to maintain ties with the communi-
ties they help. 

“This is part of our role as ambas-
sador’s spouses,” Etienne said. “I think 
we should, and we need to, give back 
to the community that is welcoming 
us. This event is a good way to do 
that.”

The bazaar takes months of plan-
ning. A committee of 14 has done all 
the work of coordinating this year’s 
event. 

“We first convened the commit-
tee in July – and then we all went on 
holiday,” she laughed. “We came back 
in September and we’ve been going 
strong since then. There is a lot of 
work involved, and my role is just one 
of many.”

“It’s a good opportunity for the dip-
lomatic corps to do something together 
– it’s probably the only opportunity 
where we actually all work together,” 
Etienne said. But there is room on 
Astana’s calendar for more.

“We hope to do other things in the 
future – to organise a Diplomatic 
Charity Ball, for instance, with the 
business community. That would be a 
fun way to raise money. There are lots 
of venues out there that are magnifi-
cent. So we’ll see how we go.”

This will be Astana’s seventh Diplo-
matic Christmas Charity Bazaar.

The 25th session of the Energy Char-
ter Conference kicked off in Astana on 
Nov. 27. During the event, authorita-
tive representatives of the world’s 
energy elite discussed pressing issues 
of energy transit, the development of 
transport networks and strengthening 
markets and energy security. Prior to 
the session, Minister of Economic Af-
fairs of the Netherlands Henk Kamp, 
a participant in the event, spoke about 
the agenda of the session and the de-
velopment of cooperation between Ka-
zakhstan and the Netherlands, includ-
ing in the energy sector.

Mr. Kamp, what results are you 
expecting from the Energy Charter 
Conference in Astana?

The conference will discuss a new 
text for the International Energy Char-
ter, as the current agreement, which 
dates back to 1991, no longer address-
es modern challenges and, therefore, 
needs to be replaced.

During this period of time, the world 
has changed dramatically, affected by 
globalisation. The issue of how to pro-
vide energy in the future is becoming 
increasingly pressing. More invest-
ment is needed to meet global energy 
demand. In turn, it is important for en-
trepreneurs to have a smooth field for 
activities, so the process of investing 
in a power project is easier.

The Netherlands attaches great im-
portance to international cooperation 
in the field of energy and supports up-
dating the text of the Energy Charter. 
This document forms the international 
policy and legal framework for coop-
eration in the energy sector. Today, 51 
states have joined the charter. I hope 
that the renewal of the Energy Charter 
will lead to more states adhering to it. 
We expect to sign a new charter next 
year during a conference in The Hague.

How do you see energy coopera-
tion between Kazakhstan and the 
Netherlands, including in the fields of 
energy efficiency and environmental 
safety?

The Netherlands and Kazakhstan 
cooperate in various fields of energy. 
Knowledge, which the Netherlands 
possesses, can be most effectively 
used in Kazakhstan, which has rich 
natural sources of energy. Thus, the 
Dutch company Shell is already work-
ing on the Kashagan oil field, while the 
shipping company Wagenborg offers 
its experience and ships for the oil and 
gas industry.

Likewise, our cooperation advanc-
es in the field of renewable energy 
sources and energy efficiency. The 
Netherlands has accumulated great 
experience in the use of solar energy. 
Necessary solar cells are, for the most 
part, made from silicon. Kazakhstan 
is a state where these raw materials 
abound. I look forward to more inten-
sive cooperation between our coun-
tries in this field.

The Netherlands is the top investor 
in Kazakhstan’s economy. Your coun-
try is also one of our main trading 
partners. Which sectors of Kazakh-
stan’s economy are the most promis-
ing for Dutch business?

The oil and gas industry and ship-
ping provide the most significant op-
portunities for Dutch companies. We 
can see it in businesses, which already 
actively operate in Kazakhstan, such as 
Shell, Philips, Witteveen Bos and Van 
Oord. Other important sectors include 
health, agriculture, transport and logis-
tics, water management, wastewater 
treatment and environmental energy. 
In the framework of the current trade 
mission, the first meeting of the Joint 
Business Council of the Netherlands 

and Kazakhstan will be held. I believe 
that the new council of enterprises of 
our countries will promote establish-
ing close and mutually beneficial con-
tacts.

Kazakhstan has entered the Eura-
sian Economic Union. We have 
adopted a programme to improve 
the investment climate, and now are 
completing the first five years of in-
dustrialisation. How attractive are 
the actions of Kazakhstan for Dutch 
companies? Are they willing to come 
and create high-tech industries in Ka-
zakhstan?

Dutch companies have a strong in-
terest in working in Kazakhstan. With 
representatives of more than 20 com-
panies, [on this visit] I examined avail-
able business opportunities in Atyrau, 
Almaty and Astana. The Netherlands 
appreciates a state with an open in-
vestment climate, with the activities of 
businesses and public authorities being 
transparent. It is good that Kazakhstan 
is working to improve the investment 
climate. It contributes to business ac-
tivity. However, procedures for obtain-
ing a work permit for companies in the 

oil and gas sectors are still very strict. 
This, in particular, complicates the 
process of hiring foreign employees in 
enterprises in these industries.

How would you assess prospects for 
cooperation between our countries?

I believe that in the upcoming years, 
business relationships between our 
two countries will grow even deeper in 
energy, transport and logistics, finance 
and banking and agriculture. Both 
the Netherlands and Kazakhstan are 
highly interested in cooperation. This 
spring, a Kazakh trade mission visited 
the Netherlands; now, 20 Dutch com-
panies are visiting Kazakhstan. These 
trade missions are very important for 
the development of trade relations 
between the two countries. Through 
personal meetings and the exchange 
of ideas, entrepreneurs strengthen 
relationships. Kazakhstan has many 
natural sources of energy, while the 
Netherlands has the technology. It is 
a winning combination, as the two 
countries can complement each other. 
The current mission is aimed at reali-
sation of this advantage. In addition, 
the Netherlands is a very reliable busi-
ness partner of Kazakhstan. Thanks to 
the opportunities provided by the Port 
of Rotterdam, Schiphol airport, high-
quality Internet access and a sound 
financial sector, the Netherlands is an 
ideal partner for joint business.

Do Dutch companies plan to par-
ticipate in EXPO 2017 in Astana?

Currently, the Netherlands is fully 
transitioning to sustainable energy 
supply. Therefore, the Dutch business 
community is interested in the theme 
of EXPO 2017, “Future Energy.” At 
the moment, we are estimating how 
eager business circles are to participate 
in the exhibition.

Diplomatic Dispatch

Diplomatic 
Christmas Charity 

Bazaar to Raise 
Cheer and Money

Jane Etienne, Christmas bazaar Organising Committee Chairperson 

Netherlands, Kazakhstan Share 
Common Interest in Energy, Dutch 
Economic Affairs Minister Says

Kazakh, Swiss Presidents Discuss 
Relations and Ukraine

By Malika Orazgaliyeva

ASTANA – President of the Swiss 
Confederation and Chairperson-in-
Office of the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
Didier Burkhalter visited Astana Nov. 
20-21 to discuss with Kazakh officials 
political and economic cooperation 
with Kazakhstan and the OSCE’s re-
sponse to the Ukrainian crisis. 

Burkhalter met with President of 
Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev, 
Speaker of Kazakhstan’s Senate 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, Foreign 
Minister Erlan Idrissov and other of-
ficials. 

During Nazarbayev’s visit to Swit-
zerland in January 2014, he and  Bur-
khalter agreed that their countries share 
the same positions on many global and 
regional security issues and agreed to 
strengthen bilateral cooperation, as 
well as cooperation within internation-
al organisations.

During Burkhalter’s visit, the presi-
dents discussed the OSCE’s priorities, 
particularly in terms of establishing 
peace in Ukraine.

“This year required considerable ef-
forts from the Swiss chairmanship of 
the OSCE, especially concerning set-
tlement of the situation in Ukraine and 
other events [in the world]. Kazakhstan 
chaired the Organisation in 2010 and 
[during our chairmanship] the Astana 
Declaration was adopted. Our country 
has relevant experience, and we hope 
that it will be used,” Nazarbayev said.

During the meeting at the Akorda 
presidential residence, the two leaders 
also focused on cooperation in trade 
and economy, investment, education 
and culture.

Nazarbayev noted that relations 
between the two countries have great 
potential for development. He added 
that in the framework of Kazakhstan’s 
industrialisation policy, Swiss com-
panies can participate in engineering, 
pharmacy, chemical and infrastructure 
construction projects.

Later on during the first day of his 

visit, Burkhalter met with Kazakh-
stan’s Foreign Minister Erlan Idrissov. 
The Kazakh diplomat confirmed Asta-
na’s support for the work of the Swiss 
OSCE chairmanship and appreciation 
of its contributions to solving the prob-
lems facing the organisation.

Discussing the situation in Ukraine 
and around it, Idrissov stressed that 
Kazakhstan is committed to a peaceful 
resolution of the conflict in the Eastern 
European country through a national 
dialogue involving international me-
diation.

Speaking during the UN General 
Assembly in New York last September, 
Idrissov stated Kazakhstan’s position 
in the following way: “It is in our inter-
est that Ukraine remains a sovereign, 
stable and independent state. Kazakh-
stan is deeply concerned about the 
confrontation in which thousands of 
civilians have died. It has caused deep 
economic problems and a growing hu-
manitarian crisis. From the outset, we 

have done all we can to stabilise the 
situation. Kazakhstan is clear in its be-
lief that any conflict should be resolved 
peacefully.”

Astana continues providing practical 
assistance to help stabilise the situation 
in Ukraine. Within the framework of 
international organisations, Kazakh-
stan has provided $40,000 to support 
the OSCE Special Monitoring Mis-
sion in Ukraine, which has paid spe-
cial attention to the implementation 
of agreements to stop combat actions. 
The special monitoring mission has 
been acknowledged as a relevant in-
strument of the OSCE, demonstrating 
the organisation’s effort to respond ef-
fectively and swiftly to crises. Kazakh-
stan has also been reviewing specifics 
of providing humanitarian assistance 
to Ukraine.

On bilateral issues, Idrissov under-
lined that Kazakhstan considers Swit-
zerland a reliable and important part-
ner and is interested in long-term and 

beneficial cooperation. A high level of 
confidence in the political sphere was 
noted between Astana and Bern. The 
two sides commended dynamically de-
veloping bilateral trade and economic 
relations, as well as cooperation in the 
political sphere between Kazakh-Swiss 
inter-parliamentary groups.

Following the meeting, Idrissov and 
Burkhalter, who also serves as Swiss 
federal councillor for foreign affairs 
(foreign minister), signed a memo-
randum of understanding between the 
foreign ministries of Kazakhstan and 
Switzerland.

Switzerland is one of the largest 
trading partners and investors in Ka-
zakhstan. 

Last year, trade turnover between 
the two countries was $4.5 billion. 
Since 2005, Swiss investments in the 
Kazakh economy have totalled more 
than $12 billion. Today, more than 40 
Kazakh-Swiss joint ventures operate in 
Kazakhstan.

Henk Kamp

President of the Swiss Confederation and Chairperson-in-Office of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) Didier Burkhalter (left) and President Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan.
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MAxiM Gorky stAte DrAMA theAtre 

December 4 at 19:00 “ Master and Margarita” novel by  
 Mikhail Bulgakov

December 14 at 11:00 “ Thumbelina” fairy tale

December 14 at 18:00 “ Lonely Apple-Tree” drama

conGress hAll

December 5 at 19:00 “Concert of Baroque Music 
 performed by the state chamber  
 orchestra “Academy of Soloists”

AsiA pArk, ArMAn 3D cineMA

December 3 at 17:30 Present life to children  

rADisson hotel

December 7 at 11:00 Christmas Charity Bazaar

centrAl concert hAll kAzAkhstAn

December 7 at 19:00 Irina Allegrova’s concert

December 10 at 19:00 “Rhythms of the Capital” 
 performed by “Astana” 
 symphonic orchestra

Things To WaTch 
deCeMBeR

By Julia Rutz

The newest “Golden Voice of the 
Turkic World” belongs to Kazakh 
singer Zhanar Dungalova, winner of 
the recent Turkvision Song Contest. 
The competition was organised within 
the framework of the celebration pro-
gramme dedicated to “Kazan – the cul-
tural capital of Turkic world 2014.” 

Twenty-five vocalists competed for 
the award and the 15 with the highest 
scores advanced to the finals. Among 
them were singers from Moscow, Ta-
tarstan, Bashkiria, Yakutia, Azerbaijan, 
Bolgaria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Mac-

edonia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Turkey.

The contestants’ talents were judged 
by an international jury composed 
of one representative from each par-
ticipating country. With her song “Izin 
Korem” Dungalova was ranked third in 
the semifinal, but after scoring 225 of 
a possible 240 points in the final, she 
left her rivals far behind and gained 
a merit victory. As a reward, she will 
receive an honorarium and her music 
video will be aired on TMB TV, the 
international Turkish channel reaching 
100 million spectators in 12 countries. 

Continued on Page B3

By Dmitry Lee
and Ainur Kaldygulova

ASTANA – TOUCHka Ltd. has devel-
oped a mobile application, TOUCHka, 
which is an analogue to the Uber applica-
tion in Europe and America. The applica-
tion allows Astana and Almaty residents 
and guests to order a taxi with one tap on 
their smartphones, and unlike other taxi 
services, TOUCHka does it all online. 

The company employs only new cars, 

produced no later than 2012 or 2013, and 
offers free Wi-Fi service and a charger 
for smart phones. Clients can use credit 
cards or Kazkom Bank’s e-pay to pay.  
Average bills in Astana amount to 700 – 
800 tenge (US$3.86 – 4.42). 

One of TOUCHka’s co-founders, Yermek 
Ospanov, admits that the application is not their 
own invention. Instead, the company applied 
the best aspects of similar mobile applications in 
the U.S. and Europe in Kazakhstan.

Continued on Page В8

Mobile Taxi 
Service Application 

Introduced to 
Kazakhstan

Zhanar Dungalova Is 
the New Golden Voice 
of the Turkic World

Kazakhstan’s First Female Formula 3 
Racer Ambitious about Next Season

By Dmitry Lee

Almaty-born Kazakh racer Lyubov 
Andreyeva, who recently turned 18, is 
hopeful about next year after the Nov. 
26 season finale in Sochi, Russia. 

In her debut year, Andreyeva 
managed to finish seventh overall with 
a record top speed of 230 kilometres 
per hour in Sochi, a result that 
surprised even her own coaches. 

The young rising formula star 
joined the Astana Motor Sports team 
in September and since then the team 
has been putting their efforts into 
growing a future Formula 1 racer out 
of Andreyeva.

The Astana Times recently 
interviewed the young racer to find 

out her future plans and what racing 
means to her.

How did you discover racing? Why 
this sport and who influenced your 
decision?

I have started my career from 
karting when I was nine years old. My 
dad offered me to drive a kart and then 
I really liked it. 

However, we have been preparing 
for the first championship of 
Kazakhstan in my life. 

And with the good results in my first 
race, where I got the second place, we’ve 
decided to begin growing up in racing. 
Also, the main reason why I’ve chosen 
this sport is because of my passion 
for it.

What do you feel when you sit down 
in your cockpit?

I feel calm. When you [start getting 
nervous] it does not work well for you 
on the track. You can’t focus on driving.

What is speed for you? How does it 
make you feel?

It’s pretty exciting. I cannot describe 
it. One should feel it to understand. I’m 
personally addicted to speed. I can’t 
imagine my life without it.

What are your plans for the next 
three to five years?

In the next three-five years, I want 
to join Formula 1. And I’m going to do 
everything to achieve it. There is a long 
ladder of different series to go. 

How much time does racing take up 
in your life?

It takes a lot of time when we have 
got a race, and also physical training is 
important too.

There is risk involved, how often do 
you think about it, if at all?

If you want to be fast, you mustn’t 
think about the risk. Racers understand 
the risk, which they undertake when 
they climb inside a cockpit.

Can you tell us about the toughest 
race you ever had?

The first race in Formula Russia was 
the toughest. I had only come from 
karting and this race was so hard for me. 

Continued on Page В7

Almaty-born Kazakh racer Lyubov Andreyeva

By Michelle Witte

ASTANA – Publisher Marat 
Akmedjanov took his first steps in the 
industry with a magazine intended to 
draw tourists to his native Uzbekistan. 
Now he’s at the centre of a literary and 
publishing movement that brings Cen-
tral Asian artists together and hopes to 
connect them with the world. 

Born in Jizzakh, Uzbekistan, to 
parents who were engineers, Akmed-
janov grew up during perestroika, he 
told The Astana Times on Nov. 30. “I 
learned English early on, when I was 
chairman of Jizzakh’s Youth Union, 
which enabled me to travel and com-
municate more widely.” He stumbled 
into publishing when he set up Uzbeki-
stan’s first modelling agency, Pery, and 
agency’s magazine suddenly became 
the country’s most popular lifestyle 
magazine, he said.

Having seen opportunities to pro-
mote Uzbekistan during his travels, 
Akmedjanov began printing Uzbeki-
stan’s first English-language travel 
magazine through Silk Road Media, 
which he set up in 2002. In 2005, he 
was awarded a scholarship that enabled 
him to study at the London College of 
Communications. “This gave me the 
exposure, experience and contacts 
within the international publishing in-
dustry and gave me the confidence to 
invest in the right publishing and dis-
tribution network in Central Asia,” he 
said. 

In 2012, Akmedjanov set up Hert-
fordshire Press, the only dedicated 
publishing house in the UK and Europe 
printing books with a Central Asian fo-
cus.

Silk Road Media, intended to pro-
mote tourism in Uzbekistan, began by 
publishing a variety of travel guides 
and digests intended to promote tour-
ism in Central Asia. 

But Akmedjanov’s scope has ex-
panded beyond enticing short-term 
visitors. He wants to knit cultures to-
gether. 

“Open Central Asia magazine … is 
a more general interest magazine try-
ing to rebuild the links between Eu-
rope and Central Asia, be that through 
tourism, culture, business or politics. 
The aim is to bring together people 
and forge new relationships through 
discussion of the region on a broader 
stage,” he said. Nick Rowan, author of 
one of the Hertfordshire Press’s first 
books, “Friendly Steppes: A Silk Road 
Journey,” is now editor-in-chief of the 
magazine.

Hertfordshire Press now has 55 titles 
under its belt, Akmedjanov reported, 
and is always looking for more engag-
ing, original texts with something to 
say about Central Asia. “But what it 
says or how it says this is up to the au-
thor. We have books ranging from trav-
el writing to science fiction,” he said.

Akmedjanov does have to contend 
with market realities, however. “We 
have to be realistic that in the publish-
ing industry, we need a book that will 

sell and capture a market that is still 
relatively small, although growing. 
Few people have heard much about 
Central Asia and its authors, so the top-
ics and writing must not be too esoteric 
or surreal.”Of course, Akmedjanov 
hopes to help change this. His path is 
through English. “I think the difficul-
ty Central Asia has had so far, on the 
world stage, is that the audience that 
determines what is great literature are 
mostly English speaking. Yes, a few 
Russian and French writers have made 
it big, but usually that has relied on 
English translations. This is the world 
we live in, so publishing houses like 
Hertfordshire Press need to strive to 
bring Central Asian authors into the 
spotlight by printing English transla-
tions of great works.”

There is also a need to promote lit-
erature and publication in local lan-
guages within Central Asia, the pub-
lisher said. 

“Put these two together and add the 
rapidly growing electronic access we 
have, and Central Asia will no longer 
be regarded as a faraway place to be 
feared [and] its true cultural heritage 
and history will be available for all to 

see,” he added.
With Rowan, Akmedjanov started 

the Open Central Asia Book Forum 
in 2012, holding their first event in 
Bishkek. 

They saw an opportunity to become 
the only existing platform bringing 
writers, publishers and readers together 
in Central Asia, he said. “It hadn’t been 
done before and with my connections I 
knew that I had the support of enough 
people to make it happen. For Hert-
fordshire Press, it was the first chance 
to actually deliver on its goal and find 
new talent from the region, which is 
why we held a literature contest.” 

Winner Galina Dolgaya’s book, 
“Gods of the Middle Earth,” was pub-
lished by Hertfordshire Press when she 
won; since then, Abdulla Isa of Azer-
baijan and Davlat Tolibšohi of Tajik-
istan have won the right to have their 
works published.

Their efforts are beginning to be 
noticed. “At our recent [third] Open 
Central Asia Book Forum and Litera-
ture Festival, held in Almaty … we had 
over 2,500 people attending. I met with 
many people determined to bring their 
message to an audience, with great 
enthusiasm for making that audience 
reach as far as possible. The beauty of 
starting from a small base is that you 
can grow very quickly, and that is ex-
citing.” 

Authors like Hamid Ismailov and 
Kazat Akmatov are starting to make 
names for themselves among a broader 
audience, and more are coming, he 
said. “Too many people write off Cen-
tral Asia as being backward, or just an-
other Soviet relic of little interest and 
importance,” Akmedjanov says. “Un-
less readers become more adventurous 
and explore what is on offer, how can 
they make that judgement? They need 
to go and see it for themselves – feel it, 
hear it, see it.”

Publisher Hopes Literature in English 
Can Unite Europe and Central Asia

Marat Akmedjanov
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By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – There has always been 
enough room for all nationalities with-
in the multi-ethnic and multicultural 
community of Kazakhstan. Through-
out history, Kazakhs have demonstrat-
ed tolerance and compassion towards 
peoples seeking refuge in the nation 
from their rulers; at one point from So-
viets, at others from Chinese. 

The Astana Times recently inter-
viewed the Chairman of the Dungan 
Public Association “Huejzw” Abubakir 
Vointse to shed light on their history in 
Kazakhstan.

When and how did Dungans first 
settle on the territory of Kazakhstan?

Dungans moved here for the first 
time in 1877 after a Dungan upris-
ing against the despotism and cruelty 
of the Qing dynasty in China. A part 
of the rebellion, escaping repression 
from the imperial armies, our ances-
tors fled from China to the territories 
of Kazakhstan. At the moment, there 
are numerous writings of different gen-
res about Dungans written by Dungan 
and Russian explorers, writers and 
poets, but the primary sources always 
remained the works of the first scien-
tists and ethnographers who left a lot of 
valuable information from early in the 
century for our generation.

What were Dungans initially en-
gaged in? Was there any profile? (For 
example: agriculture, commerce, ar-
chitecture, etc.)

Dungans were agricultural people. 
Most of the time they were engaged 
in the cultivation of vegetables and 
the irrigational type of rice growing. 
They are also involved in the livestock 
type of agriculture. They breed cattle 

and poultry. Some leave the traditional 
farms to become involved in a trade or 
become industrial workers. It should 
be noted that in the past Dungans con-
tributed to the development of agricul-
ture in the region. Turkic neighbours 
learned a lot from them in this area.

What is the Dungan population in 
Kazakhstan today? What is its role in 
the social life of Kazakhstan’s commu-
nity? How active is your association? 

Today, there are 70,000 Dungans liv-
ing here, mostly in the Zhambyl region 
in the south, some 50,000 in the Almaty 

region and some 20,000 in Almaty 
proper. We have Kazakhstan Dungan 
community centres with subsidiaries 
all over the regions and in Astana. Dun-
gans are members of the Assembly of 
the People of Kazakhstan (APK) and 
are members of the Board of APK. 
We also keep in touch with China and 
learn our Dungan language. We do lots 
of charity and provide the opportunity 
to educate poor children here at our 
centre. The Kazakh government allots 
some money to buy books in our lan-
guage, we have language courses in the 
association, etc.

Have you ever been to your home-
land?

My homeland is Xi’an in the 
Shaanxi province (in central China), 
where I have been once in my entire 
life.

But because I was born in Kazakh-
stan I consider this country as my 
homeland and Xi’an is my historical 
homeland. 

Dungans in Kazakhstan are a minor-
ity but our rights are not infringed in 
any way here. 

Dungans are Muslim. We have pre-
served our traditions and language. 

Dungans Are Active Members of Kazakhstan Society, 
Says Community Leader

Abubakir Vointse 
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Second place was given to Tatarstan 
singer Aidar Suleiman, who scored 
201 points. The Bashkir music group 
“Zaman,” with 199 points, took third.

Turkvision, an analogue of Eurovi-
sion Song Contest, includes partici-
pants from Turkic countries, with the 
total audience reaching more than 300 
million people. The first competition 
kicked off last year in the Turkish city 
of Eskihisar, offering an opportunity 
to award the top singing talent among 
representatives from 24 countries and 
regions. Kazakhstan was represented 
by the group Rin’Go, which finished 
ninth. 

Dungalova, who started singing at 
the age of five, also composes songs 
and has appeared in different films. 
She was a member of the popular 
Kazakh pop group “КешYou,” which 
won the Eurasian musical and Astana 
Zhuldyzy awards. 

Speaking after her victorious perfor-
mance on stage, Dungalova confessed 

she didn’t plan to enter the competi-
tion. 

“I don’t enjoy participating in differ-
ent contests because I am always very 
nervous. The idea belonged to my pro-
ducer Bayan Essentayeva, who per-
suaded me to go and try my skills and I 
am very thankful to her for that. I think 
this is the most important ingredient of 
success for a creative personality – to 
feel that other people believe in you,” 
she said.

Dungalova added she dedicated her 
victory to President Nursultan Naz-
arbayev. She also noted the great sup-
port coming from Kazakh fans that she 
could literally feel under her skin dur-
ing the contest. 

According to Essentayeva, it was 
obvoius from the very beginning that 
the Kazakh singer could count on a 
prize. 

“I was following her performance 
not from backstage, but from the ode-
um. I felt all the energy and feelings 
she expressed on the stage – that was a 
powerful performance,” she said. 

Zhanar Dungalova Is 
the New Golden Voice 
of the Turkic World

By Alina Usmanova 

ASTANA – Verdi’s masterpiece 
“Aida” premiered Nov. 19 on the stage 
of the Astana Opera.

Preparation took just over a month, 
as the staging involved all the technical 
possibilities of the scenes. Important 
visual effects that created a colourful 
show were a big surprise for the audi-
ence at the end of the performance.

Between the first and second acts, 
all the performers completely changed 
their costumes, wigs and makeup 
for just a few minutes. Massive and 
complex multilayer and multi-storied 

scenery grew and disappeared in front 
of the theatre goers by means of new 
technologies available in the metro-
politan theatre. 

The number of technical staff be-
hind the scenes was almost equal to 
the number of performing artists. Ex-
perts believe that only a few theatres 
in the world, the Astana Opera among 
them, can afford to create such a per-
formance.

The cast included American sopra-
no Christine Lewis as Aida, which in 
the second part was played by Zhu-
par Gabdullina. Walter Frakkaro was 
Radames, followed by Gustavo Porta, 

Yekaterina Gubanova was Amneris, 
played in the second and the third parts 
by Dina Khamzina and Marina Pru-
denskaya, and the role of Amonasro 
was played by Luka Salsi and Alberto 
Ghazal in the second part.

The music for the famous opera was 
written by Giuseppe Verdi, with libret-
to by Antonio Ghislanzoni.

The production was staged by Cana-
dian musical director Keri-Lynn Wil-
son, Italian director Franco Zeffirelli 
and costume designer Maurizio Mil-
lenotti and Kazakh chief choirmaster 
Yerzhan Dautov and choreographer 
Tursynbek Nurkaliyev.

“For reasons related to my age, un-
favourable weather conditions and a 
long flight, I will not come to the pre-
miere of the Astana Opera,” wrote Zef-
firelli before the premiere. 

“I hope that it will find a new audi-
ence, gaining a new and eternal life in 
the Kazakhstan theatre. I would like 
to convey my warmest wishes to the 
metropolitan theatre and the Kazakh 
public, which I’m sure will become 
a permanent and happy audience of 
the Italian opera. I call ‘Aida’ one of 
the best performances that I have ever 
been able to create in my career,” he 
added. 

Aida Premieres at Astana Opera

By Malika Rustem

Poets, writers and literary critics from 
Kazakhstan and Russia met in Moscow 
on Nov. 26 for the first time in 25 years 
to talk about common problems and to 
seek ways to make modern literature 
better known in both countries.

The event, held at the initiative of 
the Kazakh Embassy in Russia and 
the Literaturnaya Gazeta newspaper, 
brought together intelligentsia from 
both countries to discuss trends in 
modern literature, the restoration of 
traditional creative connections and 
prospects for literary development.

In his opening speech, Ambassador 
of Kazakhstan to Russia Marat Tazhin 
recalled President of Kazakhstan 
Nursultan Nazarbayev’s words at the 
second Congress of Leaders of World 
and Traditional Religions in 2006: 
“The desire of one cultural tradition to 
impose its values on other cultures will 
never lead to an understanding, it will 

only lead to the opposite reaction. Rigid 
cultural expansion faces stiff resistance, 
and only respect for the historical 
traditions of other nations, justice 
and sincerity in relations between 
civilisations, religions and people are 
able to create a world of agreement and 
spirituality.”

According to Tazhin, the keyword 
to the meeting was dialogue. 

“The role of literary criticism has 
changed over various periods, and this 
is not a secret for those true masters 
present here. It is difficult to fight 
for a solution to global problems, 
but a discussion of the problems of 
literary criticism could end with some 
pragmatic conclusions,” he said.

According to Tazhin, an important 
topic for dialogue is the problem of 
translating from Kazakh into Russian 
and from Russian into Kazakh. “The 
time of brilliant interpreters is slowly 
ending. And we should really think 
about small, practical steps rather than 
global projects,” he said.

As one of the first practical steps, 
Tazhin proposed publishing a Kazakh-
Russian literary almanac, which 
would lay the foundation for not only 
literature, but cultural dialogue, too. 
He also proposed that the Literaturnaya 
Gazeta publish a professional review 
of modern Kazakh literature two or 
three times a year.

Yury Polyakov, editor-in-chief of 
the Literaturnaya Gazeta, reacted to 
the proposal positively. According to 
Polyakov, the event was historical and 
had been awaited by literary circles for 
a quarter-century.

Famous Kazakh poet and writer 
Olzhas Suleimenov supported his 
Russian counterpart, saying that, 
indeed, the most prominent loss of the 
last quarter-century was the loss of 
literature. 

“The idea of this meeting has been 
nurtured for a long time. With all our 
heart and soul, we accept this first 
meeting, which I am sure will not be 
the last,” Suleimenov said. 

Participants mostly discussed 
long-standing problems facing both 
communities. Most importantly, they 
spoke in one common language, 
accessible to all: the language of 
literature. 

They spoke of the importance of the 
event in promoting Kazakh literature 
and enhancing the perception of 
original Kazakh literature in the 
Eurasian and global cultural space.

From Kazakhstan, Olzhas  
Suleimenov, Nurlan Orazalin, Anatoly 
Kim, Bakhytzhan Kanapyanov and 
Rollan Seisenbayev attended the 
event. 

From Russia came well-known 
writers and literary critics such as Yury 
Polyakov, Nikolai Anastasyev, Lev 
Anninsky, Yuri Kozlov and Vladimir 
Artemov. 

The gathering included the 
roundtable discussions “Literary and 
artistic process in Eurasia in the 21st 
century” and “Eurasian literary space: 
steps forward.”

After Quarter-Century, Kazakh, Russian 
Intelligentsia Meet in Moscow

Akmetova Brings 
Victory on Day of 
First President

By Yelena Kuznetsova

A brilliant victory by Saltanat 
Akhmetova in the international project 
“Grand Opera” became a real gift on 
the Day of the First President, as Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev has paid great at-
tention to the development of Kazakh 
culture. He initiated the opening of 
the Astana Opera in the capital, where 
Akhmetova now works.

The final show from the Great Hall 
of the Moscow Conservatory, as well 
as the audience vote were broadcast 
live on Russia K TV channel. After 
Akhmetova’s third appearance on 
stage, the number of her fans rose to 
47 percent, which testified to the supe-
riority of the Kazakhstan opera singer. 
This happened despite the fact that her 
rival was also very talented and char-

ismatic Russian singer Vasilisa Ber-
zhanskaya.

Toleubek Alpiyev, director of the 
theatre, her teacher, People’s Artist 
of Kazakhstan Khorlan Kalilambeko-
va, colleagues, relatives, friends and 
journalists greeted the happy owner 
of the Grand Prix at Astana airport on 
her arrival. Akhmetova thanked every-
one who supported her, especially her 
mentor Kalilambekova, as well as the 
directorate of theatre, numerous fans 
and, of course, her mother. 

Members of the Grand Opera jury 
and the audience in social networks 
mentioned Akhmetova’s rare combi-
nation of beautiful voice, artistry and 
sincerity. 

“Saltanat is very open, so the audi-
ence accepted her in a special way,” 
Kalilambekova explained.
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By Tatyana Bek

ASTANA – “Uly Dalanyn 
Kemenger Galymy” (Brilliant Scholar 
of the Great Steppe), an exhibition 
dedicated to the 90th anniversary of 
Doctor of Historical Sciences Kemal 
Akishev,  opened Nov. 20 at the 
National Museum of Kazakhstan. The 
renowned scientist was one of the 
founders of the Kazakhstan School of 
Archaeology. 

The purpose of the exhibition is to 
promote Akishev’s rich heritage in 
the field of ancient Kazakh history 
and archeology. The exposition, 
prepared with the assistance of the 
Akishev Research Centre, includes his 
archaeological findings, documentary 
photo material, manuscripts and 
personal belongings. After the 
presentation, a roundtable was held with 
the participation of the management 
and staff of the museum, historians, 
archaeologists and anthropologists 

and teachers and students from various 
universities.

“‘The Golden Man’ is one of the main 
symbols of independent Kazakhstan. 
It was found by the expedition led by 
Kemal Akishev during the excavations 
of Issyk mound near Almaty. The 
unique artifact is not only the property 
of Kazakhstan, but the rest of the 
world as well,” said Darkhan Mynbai, 
director of the National Museum. He 
thanked his colleagues, students and 
the archaeologist’s wife for their help 
in organising the exhibition.

The theme of the roundtable was 
the trend and development prospects 
of the archaeology of independent 
Kazakhstan. Scientists have noted the 
significant contribution of Akishev in 
establishing domestic science. 

“I remember how Kemal Akishev 
was passionate about his work. A 
wide range of his scientific research 
amazes: the Bronze Age, Andronian 
culture monuments, discovery of the 

‘Golden Man’ Issyk burial, studying 
the state of ancient peoples, studying 
medieval monuments, monuments 
of urban civilisation,” said Victor 
Varfolomeyev, candidate of Historical 
Sciences and associate professor at 
Buketov Karaganda State University.

Over the years, Akishev led 
excavations of the Besshatyr 
necropolis, the legendary city of 
Otrar and many other monuments of 
ancient and medieval culture. Under 
his leadership, the Bozok settlement 
was opened five kilometers from the 
city of Astana on the eastern shore of 
Buzykty Lake. He was the author of 
more than 200 scientific papers and 
15 books. Akishev, a war veteran, was 
awarded the Order of the Patriotic War 
of the First Degree, Badge of Honour, 
medals for Military Merit and Victory 
over Germany in the Great Patriotic 
War, the Order of Victoryand the Order 
Parasat. His name is also listed in the 
Kazakh Golden Book of Honour. 

By Julia Rutz

Showing pictures of deserts and 
ships standing on rocks, British rock 
group Pink Floyd has released a new 
music video highlighting the problems 
of the Aral Sea dryout. “Louder Than 
Words” debuted on YouTube Nov. 7 
and quickly topped the charts. 

In the video, young people are told 
about the great Aral Sea, which was 
once one of the four biggest lakes in the 
world. Despite the permanent drying 
of the reservoir, the main characters, 
who are played by locals, continue 
believing the sea can be revived.

The music video was produced by 
the British company “Hipgnosis”, 
which has cooperated with the group 
for the past 40 years. According to 
director Aubrey Powell, the message of 
the video is that our deeds are stronger 
than words and have consequences. 

“It is much more important what 
you do than what you say. We decided 

to expose some ecological problems 
and shot fantastic frames of the Aral 
Sea and old ships standing there on the 
sand. We just want to say, ‘Lets bring 
the Aral Sea back!’ I mean, we hope it 
is not too late,” explained Powell. 

He also noted, however,  that the 
video is also positive. Just like other 
songs composed by Pink Floyd, 
the composition has its own unique 
philosophy. According to Powell, 
the idea is to make people aware that 
things can be changed and possibly 
this problem can be solved. He 
also proposed saving remnants of 
abandoned ships as a memorial to the 
Aral Sea. 

“These wrecks and remains are the 
only connection between the present 
and the past of the sea. I know that 
Kazakhstan is working on this problem 
and there is a project sponsored by the 
World Bank to redirect the river flow 
back into the Aral Sea, so there is 
small-scale progress in the north. But 

I am afraid we cannot say the same 
about the southern part of the lake, 
which is located in Uzbekistan. There 
is simply no sponsorship for that,” said 
Powell.

Pink Floyd also planned to shoot a 
video in Uzbekistan, but because of 
the lack of time the musicians couldn’t 
attain the proper visas. The band was 
forced to restrict itself to Kazakhstan, 
which is offering visa-free access to 
several European states this year. 

The water level of the Aral Sea, 
located on the border of Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan, started to decline 
in 1960 as the consequence of the 
abstraction of water from the two main 
rivers, the Amu Darya and the Syr 
Darya, that flow into the sea. After a 
long dryout period the lake became 
divided into two sections – the north 
part (Small Aral) and the south Aral 
Sea. The water level in the Small Aral 
was slightly restored after the Kokaral 
Dam began operating in 2005.

Exhibition Honouring 
Renowned Scientist Showcased 
at National Museum

Legendary Rock Band 
Pink Floyd Urges 

Restoration of Aral Sea
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It also involved creating an open-
ing in the dike allowing excess water 
to flow down into the dried-up South-
ern Aral. The project also included 
newly-constructed and renovated wa-
terworks along the Syr Darya that have 
improved the carrying capacity of the 
river and helped farmers living on its 
shores by increasing the water sup-
ply volume for 16,000 hectares of ir-
rigated land. Fishing lakes in the delta 
area were restored and began to serve 
as hatcheries to restock the Small Sea’s 
fish population. “By 2006, a number of 
fisheries producing high-quality fish 
had grown rapidly,” said Ahmad.

“The NAS project is a great suc-
cess story,” he commented further. “It 
helped to improve the health and living 
conditions of about one million people 
and reduce poverty in the region. Let’s 
be clear. We can’t save the Aral Sea. 
Some things are irreversible. But we 
have revived a part of it. The biggest 
challenge now is to learn to use water 
efficiently.”

The idea that the Aral Sea can’t be 
“saved” in the traditional sense was 
also shared with EdgeKz by Professor 
Ibatullin. “You can no longer talk about 
saving the Aral Sea, really,” said the 
former chairman of the EC IFAS, an 

intergovernmental body put together 
by the presidents of the five countries 
affected by the Aral Sea disaster. “It 
would not be correct. We even suggest-
ed renaming the IFAS as the Organisa-
tion of Cooperation in the Aral Sea.”

Ibatullin is an authority in the field 
of water management who has spoken 
and presented at various meetings of 
the Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) in Vienna, 
at the European Parliament in Brus-
sels and multiple high-level forums in 
Geneva, Stockholm, Berlin, Seoul and 
Bangkok.

And he notes that among the most 
successful efforts to revive the Aral Sea 
was a project adopted by the Kazakh 
government and supported so firmly by 
the World Bank.

“The most effective measure for the 
conservation of the Aral Sea in Ka-
zakhstan was the government-adopted 
programme to create the Small Aral 
Sea. Implementation of the programme 
has led to a revival of fisheries, the re-
turn of the population that fled in the 
1990s and improved economic perfor-
mance in the region. There are [dozens 
of kinds of] fish in the Small Sea now 
and fish production in the Northern 
Aral increased tenfold, from 400 to 
4,000 tonnes a year. GDP per capita in 
the region has increased substantially. 
Fish farmers can afford a car and a 

truck. Even two or three trucks,” Ibat-
ullin told EdgeKz.

“Kazakhstan is a downstream coun-
try,” he continued. “The upstream coun-
tries in the region are interested in using 
water for their energy needs but we (Ka-
zakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmeni-
stan) – we need the water for irrigation. 
It’s a sensitive issue that causes friction 
between the countries in the region, but 
we have successfully resolved these is-
sues within the framework of the IFAS, 
the only political body that brings all five 
countries together.”

That spirit of cooperation is reflected 
in the motto of the Fund, Serving the 
People of Central Asia, and its mis-
sion to build a viable framework for 
strengthening dialogue and partnership 
between member countries as well as 
with foreign governmental, non-gov-
ernmental and international organisa-
tions to develop, approve and imple-
ment regional project activities that are 
supported by and serve the interests of 
all member states.

In total, three revival programmes 
were designed for implementation in 
the Aral Sea Basin (ASBP 1, ASBP 2 
and ASBP 3). The most detailed and 
comprehensive of these, ASBP 3, cov-
ers the 2011-2015 period and was de-
veloped during Kazakhstan’s presiden-
cy of the executive committee of IFAS.

The programme differs from the 
first two in that it was created by the 
leading scholars of Central Asia with 
the participation of recognised experts 
from Germany, Russia, Ukraine, Bela-
rus and France brought in at the request 
of the executive committee of the Ger-
man government, the World Bank and 
the European Union.

“All those experts worked together 
in the IFAS office in 2009-2011. The 
Eurasian Development Bank, GIZ 
(Germany), USAID and the OSCE 
mission in Kazakhstan actively par-
ticipated in the programme and offered 
their technical assistance. The UN Eco-
nomic Commission for Europe (UN-
ECE), UN Deputy Secretary General 
Jan Kubis and the UNECE Secretariat 
in Geneva all played a huge role in pro-
viding technical and financial support 
for the IFAS. Based in Ashgabat, the 

UN Centre for Preventive Diplomacy 
in Central Asia also made a significant 
contribution to our work,” said Ibat-
ullin. For the first time in the history 
of the IFAS programme, ASBP 3 ap-
proved a special donor conference held 
in Almaty in December 2010. The con-
ference attracted more than 70 interna-
tional financial institutions interested 
in financing the programme.

According to Ibatullin, the total cost 
of ASBP 3, if fully implemented, is es-
timated at $10-$12 billion. A number 
of projects were launched during Ka-
zakhstan’s presidency of the EC IFAS: 
a World Bank-funded $27 million pro-
ject entitled “Strengthening Hydrome-
teorological Countries in Central Asia” 
designed to run through 2016, “Impact 
of climate change on water resources in 
Central Asia” funded by the Eurasian 
Development Bank (EDB), the $1.2 
million “Development of economic-
mathematical models of water resources 
in Central Asia” programme funded by 
USAID, “Evaluation of the safety of 
hydraulic structures in Central Asia” 
funded by the EDB, “Creating a meta-
database of trans-boundary rivers in 
Central Asia” supported by the French 
Development Agency and “Capacity-
building and support for the develop-
ment of the EC IFAS” with the help of 
GIZ, Germany.

Revival of the Aral Sea: Kazakh and 
World Efforts to Restore the Island Sea

“In my opinion, if all the funds allo-
cated to ASBP 3 in accordance with the 
commitments of the donor community 
are raised, the programme will be suc-
cessfully implemented and benefit the 
people of Central Asia, as it is designed 
to boost social and economic develop-
ment and rehabilitate the area affected 
by the Aral tragedy,” said Ibatullin.

The Past is Not the Only Challenge
“Unfortunately, the threats and chal-

lenges of today often interfere with 
existing projects developed within the 
framework of IFAS,” added Ibatullin. 
“We need to develop new measures 
designed to mitigate the consequences 
of climate change in Central Asia, [in-
cluding] the disappearance of glaciers, 
desertification of natural ecosystems, 
depletion of biological resources and 
the degradation of water and land re-
sources. Rapid population growth over 
the last 40 years resulted in a severe 
decline in fresh water resources, from 

8,000 cubic metres to just 1,200 per 
capita in Southern Kazakhstan, com-
pared to a drop from 8,000 to 6,500 in 
Europe. And this tendency continues. 
Water scarcity is a real issue. We have 
developed six bad case scenarios at the 
IFAS, and they go from bad to worse 
to worst. We need to learn to conserve 
water,” said Ibatullin, echoing Ban Ki-
moon and Ahmad. “We don’t have a 
culture of water conservation like they 
have in Israel.”

“The cross-border cooperation has 
created quite an extensive legal frame-
work, including intergovernmental 
treaties and agreements covering the 
entire range of tasks in support of ef-
fective cooperation in the use of water 
resources,” he continued. “However, 
in my opinion, some adjustments have 
to be made. We prepared a number of 
proposals on updating the structure of 
the IFAS and its units and improving 
the sharing of accumulated experience 
and the lessons learned. A number of 
agreements on sharing the water re-
sources of the Syr Darya and dam 
safety await full consensus of the par-
ties involved.”

A seminar on developing an efficient 
fishery framework in the Kazakh por-
tion of the Aral Sea region was held 
Nov. 18 in Kyzylorda. The OSCE Cen-
tre in Astana organised the seminar in 
close partnership with the EC IFAS in 
Kazakhstan and local municipalities in 
the Kyzylorda region, as well as the 
Aral-Syr Dariya Water Basin Council.

This story was published by www.
edgekz.com and is reprinted with per-
mission.

Sagit Ibatullin
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By Yelena Brusilovskaya 

President Nursultan Nazarbayev has 
said that the fate of peoples who don’t 
honour their own histories will always 
be in doubt. 

Olzhas Suleimenov, prominent poet, 
social and political activist and diplo-
mat, discussed aspects of spiritual and 
moral concern in Kazakhstan today in 
an interview with this newspaper.  

For many years, you worked 
abroad. Living far away from Kazakh-
stan, as you do, what does patriotism 
mean to you? How, in your opinion, 
do patriotism and a sense of universal 
peace relate to each other?

In 1963, in my book “Solar Nights,” 
I wrote, “I am a patriot of each of-
fended people. My credo is to elevate 
the steppe without diminishing moun-
tains.” I continue to follow this. I am 
a patriot of every people humiliated 
by ignorance, poverty, a lack of pro-
fessionalism among the powerful. 
For this, in Soviet times, I was called 
a nationalist and even a Zionist, pan-
Turkist, et cetera, because I wrote 
about the victims of the Holocaust; the 
tragedies of the Kazakhs, Chechens, 
Ingush, Karachais, Balkars, Crimean 
Tatars and Kalmyks; about the difficult 
fate of Russian people in the 20th cen-
tury. I was the author of the proposal 
to establish the law “On the Rehabili-
tation of Repressed Peoples” in the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR in 1989. 
The special declaration was adopted, 
which then took the force of law. In 
January 1990, tanks entered Baku on 
a day I was there. I was in the ruined, 
starving Georgia in 1993; in the armed 
Chechnya and Ingushetia in 1994. 
These actions are related to the whole 
course of experiences and discussions 
of this topic throughout my life. This is 
a manifestation of my patriotism.

In his time, Gorky very accurately 
determined the nature of the poetic 
study of life. He called a poet “the feel-

ings of the nation.” A poet is not just a 
writer of poetry; he is born to feel and 
know that it is necessary for salvation 
and survival of the people, and that it 
can also hurt. Abai was such a poet. In 
modern terms, he was a progressive 
man, an internationalist, and wanted 
his people to become like he was. 
Continuing his tradition, one should 
assume that the true patriot of Kazakh-
stan today can only be an international-
ist, regardless of his ethnicity. 

Do you agree that history is the sci-
ence that makes a person a citizen? 
Why, in your opinion, it is important 
to know our origins, to know where 
we come from? 

It is easier for me to respond to this 
question now rather than 30 or 40, or 
even 50 years ago, because since then 
I’ve learned the history of humanity.  
… I start history not with those dates 
which are indicated in our textbooks, 
but much earlier. Therefore, the mean-
ing of the word now for me is not what 
it was before. History helps me in my 
thinking about the fate of my people 
and humanity. I do not separate one 
from the other.

Recognising the importance of our 
own history, we must understand that 
we are a part of human history. And, 
of course, we need an objective scien-
tific analysis of the past, including the 
recent events of the 20th century. The 
great and tragic. All this is necessary 
for us to have a clearer understanding 
of where we are going. At the same 
time, of course, we cannot forget our 
roots. For example, my ancestor was 
Olzhabay Batyr. I know that he raided 
the land of Galdan Tseren in Dzhungar-
ia and saved Abylai Khan, his friend, 
from Dzhungar captivity. … He re-
quested that his descendants not seek 
wealth, power or titles, but knowledge, 
and I see this as a special sense of his 
covenant. 

He witnessed the total destruction 
of the Kazakhs in the war against the 
Dzhungars and understood the reason, 

which was technical and cultural back-
wardness. The Kazakhs had enough 
warriors, but Chinese and Swedish 
advisors, firearms and artillery helped 
the Dzhungars. The batyr came to a 
conclusion – knowledge will save peo-
ple. This conclusion is relevant today, 
because only constantly expanding 
knowledge will help people survive in 
the 21st century. Let us formulate the 
motto, “Survival through progress!” 
And if we do not understand the task or 
will not cope with it, then the next gen-
erations will have to ask for forgive-
ness from ancestors that once saved 
our country.

What do you think about the de-
velopment and strengthening of the 
Kazakh language, a process the Presi-
dent supports?

Indeed, the question of languages is 
not only one of the main ones, but also 
one of the most pressing. As you know, 
now Kazakhs make up more than 50 
percent of the population, so it is im-
portant to achieve a balance in the use 
of the two leading languages. In Soviet 
times, nobody particularly cared about 
this balance. During the years of inde-

pendence, it became possible to bring 
the Kazakh language closer to the con-
stitutional equilibrium. The Kazakh 
language is moving more confidently 
into areas that previously were inac-
cessible to it. At the same time, thanks 
to the linguistic compromise, our mul-
tinational republic has for two decades 
safely passed through storms. We have 
seen typhoons of differently perceived 
independence sweep our brother coun-
tries. 

The correctness of the unwritten law, 
“If nationalism wins, the nation loses,” 
is confirmed. This thesis is substantiated 
by numerous examples. The politicians 
of multinational states, which include 
both Kazakhstan and Russia, should 
remember this. It is important for us, 
closely following what is happening in 
the world, not to disturb the outlining 
balance, not to hurry the process of in-
troducing the Kazakh language. More 
years of work are needed for Kazakh 
to become the language of international 
communication. And for this purpose it 
is necessary to increase its credibility, 
to which progress in the economy, poli-
tics, culture, science, and in particular 
linguistics, should contribute. 

I can compare the position of the 
Kazakh language in the culture and 
politics of the country in 1991 and to-
day. The future of humanity is formed 
by the mechanisms of integration 
rather than disintegration, and some-
day, maybe by the middle of the 21st 
century, certainly the Eurasian Union 
of states from the Atlantic to the Pa-
cific Ocean in the east to the Indian 
Ocean in the south will develop. And 
this union will operate on a federal 
basis: each state will operate its own 
domestic and foreign policy, but rec-
ognising their interdependence with 
their neighbours in the region and the 
world at large. Independence is the 
time allotted to any state, any people, 
to realise their interdependence with 
others. This is what I spoke about at 
an international conference held in 
Almaty. The participants introduced 
in the resolution the UN proposal to 
dedicate one of the future conferences 
to the concept of global, universal in-
terdependence. Confidence that this 
concept can be seen as an important 
element of the foundations of a new 
paradigm for the peaceful develop-
ment of mankind in the 21st century 
was expressed. 

With the signing of the agreement 
on the Eurasian Economic Union, 
Kazakhstan’s security strengthened. 
For countries like ours, open to all the 
winds from the north and south, east 
and west, full independence is an im-
possible and dangerous condition. I 
do not understand the ranting of some 
speakers on the absolute independence 
of a country with a population of 17 
million people and an area of 2.7 mil-
lion square kilometres, full of miner-
als, fertile soils and transit opportu-
nities. We experienced centuries of 
dependence and now we are entering 
an era of perceived interdependence 
with our immediate and distant neigh-
bours on the planet. 

Recently, you were in Brussels 
for the first meeting of the Eurasian 

Council of Foreign Affairs (ECFA). 
Two Kazakhs are on the ECFA Advi-
sory Council, Foreign Minister Erlan 
Idrissov and you. What can you tell 
us about this important event? 

The theme of the UN conference in 
Almaty, “The new paradigm of sus-
tainable human development,” is now 
common to all international organi-
sations in the world, because people 
have realised that despite all disagree-
ments, it is necessary to finally devel-
op uniform rules for living on Earth, 
degrading no one and uplifting no one 
over others. No single state, nation, re-
ligion has the right for exclusivity. All 
are interdependent, and if the political 
elite is aware of it, humanity will be 
saved.

At the event in Brussels, I spoke 
about Kazakhstan as of one of the 
most successful countries in the multi-
national, multi-faith world. In Kazakh-
stan, the politics of interdependence of 
nationalities, religion and social class-
es is developing, which helps preserve 
harmony in society. This experience 
should be studied by all for formulat-
ing a new paradigm. 

Only intellectually and spiritu-
ally advanced societies can progress 
then?

Of course, but I link spiritual educa-
tions with books. Once, in our coun-
try, there were great readers, and great 
literature existed. Now, unfortunately, 
the younger generation has been trans-
formed from readers to listeners and 
viewers. The Internet stops them from 
reading books. Formerly, the state – 
kindergarten, mom, dad, school, col-
lege – made children read. The USSR 
was considered the most active read-
ing country in the world, and this stim-
ulated the development of science and 
education. Those who love literature 
find it easier to study mathematics and 
physics. Young people need to read the 
classics. Classical works helped make 
way for scientific and technological 
revolutions in the world. 

Prominent Poet Stresses Spirituality and Morality 
As Way Forward for Kazakhstan

Olzhas Suleimenov
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By Michelle Witte 

ASTANA – Astana doesn’t lack 
for snow or cold weather, but with 
a paucity of slopes, one would be 
forgiven for thinking skating or 
cross-country skiing the only real 
winter weather option here. How-
ever, with some ingenuity, speed 
and slope lovers are making their 
own options in and around the Ka-
zakh capital.

The Astana Adventure Facebook 
group has the motto “We do not 
complain about boring Astana. 
We make it fun instead!” And 
rather than hiding out in the winter 
months, the group organises winter 
excursions in Astana and beyond. 

“It is no secret that many visitors 
will find Astana boring in relation 
to leisure activities – there are no 
mountains, deep forests [or] sea-
shores, and the climate is severe. 
We do not complain about it all, 
but trying to change our environ-
ment for the better, to find places 

of interest and active sessions for 
any season of the year,” group or-
ganiser Dias Baisseitov told The 
Astana Times on Nov. 24. From 
November to March, that means 
snowboarding and cross-country 
and downhill skiing – as well as 
kiting or kite-skiing. 

The group begins its activities 
in the centre of town, on natural 
and man-made slopes. “As soon as 
the snow becomes thick enough in 
early December, we start forming 
a slope near the northern ‘Stone-
hedge,’ right across the street from 
Highvill, in the park at the Pyra-
mid [the Palace of Peace and Ac-
cord], with some kickers to have 
fun,” Baisseitov said. Kickers are 
small snow slopes built for launch-
ing snowboarders into the air. 
A sight group member Rizabek 
Mukhamedzhanov, 25, told The 
Astana Times their sport is still a 
surprise for most Astana residents. 

“Snowboarding is not that pop-
ular. People on the street look at 

you like at crazy person, or even 
ask questions. But it is becoming 
more popular; at least, people who 
watch Olympic Games have an 
idea about it and interest in what 
it is,” Mukhamedzhanov said in a 
Nov. 21 interview.  

The group also practices on the 
small slopes leading down to the 
frozen Yessil River that bisects the 
city, which becomes a surface for 
skating, cross-country skiing in the 
winter; then moves to the gentle 
slopes of the Burabai resort town 
about two and a half hours drive 
north of Astana. 

Longer downhill skiing options 
are also available outside of town. 
One is the Elikti resort in Kok-
shetau, about an hour past Bura-
bai. After getting started on city 
slopes, that’s Astana Adventure’s 
next step, Baisseitov said. 

“The next step is the Elikti ski 
resort,” he explained. “It stretches 
over 1,200 metres in length, is 
equipped with a T-bar lift and has a 

vertical drop of around 200 metres, 
which is quite good. We are good 
friends with its owner, and helped 
him design two new routes this 
year, as well as to shape a brand 
new snow park with kickers, rails 
and even snow pillow for jumps!” 

The group organises minibus 
trips to the resort on the weekends, 
with packages that include lessons 
(English is available) ski rental 
and slope tickets and accommo-
dation. As the season progresses, 
the group eventually moves out 
of Astana’s environs to the taller 
mountains around Almaty and in 
other parts of the country. 

Kiting – skiing or snowboarding 

on a flat surface while harnessed to 
a kite – is one way to use north-
ern Kazakhstan’s flat plains and 
strong winds to an advantage. 
“Kiting is good idea for Astana, 
with its winds and open, flat spaces 
[and] frozen lakes in the winter,” 
Mukhamedzhanov said. The group 
heads to the frozen expanses of 
Borovoye’s lakes for most of its 
kiting excursions. He also recom-
mends a variation on water skiing 
– skiing or snowboarding on a flat 
surface while being towed by a 
snowmobile.

Seeing the growing demand for 
sports equipment in the capital, the 
Astana Adventure group helped 

launch a new sports shop, Ex-
tremal Astana, in the capital. The 
shop, a branch of the Almaty-based 
Extremal brand, also offers rental, 
repair and training services. 

Baisseitov reports that the four-
year-old group now has 1,500 
members online, but they’re al-
ways happy for more. “Foreign 
members are especially valued by 
our community for their charg-
ing spirits and seeking minds,” 
he said. “We want them to know 
that our country is not only just oil, 
Khan Shatyr and endless steppe. 
It has lots of surprises for those 
who venture beyond their comfort 
zones.”

Yurt Construction, Dombra 
Song Performance Added to 
UNESCO Heritage List

By Julia Rutz

The ninth session of the Intergovern-
mental Committee for the Safeguard-
ing of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
reviewed new strategies to implement 
its goals and report on the status of 
eight elements inscribed on the Urgent 
Safeguarding List during the commit-
tee’s Nov. 24-28 meeting at UNESCO 
Headquarters in Paris.

The Intergovernmental Commit-
tee for the Safeguarding of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage includes 24 member 
states and seeks to fullfill the Conven-
tion for the Safeguarding of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage signed and ratified 
by 161 countries in 2003. The com-
mittee meets annually in Paris and is 
currently chaired by José Manuel Rod-
ríguez Cuadros of Peru.

The committee’s current Represent-
ative List includes 281 traditions and 
customs from various ethnic nationali-
ties that the list seeks to promote.

Forty-six candidates, including Ka-
zakhstan, sought to have objects added 
to the list. Kazakhstan submitted two 
cultural elements for the addition to 
the Representative List: Kui, which 
is a traditional Kazakh composition 
performed on the dombra, and a tech-
nique of yurt (a traditional dwelling of 

nomads) construction. Those elements 
will be submitted for inclusion jointly 
with Kyrgyzstan. 

The Urgent Safeguarding List in-
cludes some intangible cultural items 

which need urgent protection. Thirty-
five elements on the list allow partici-
pating countries to accumulate their 
international cooperation in order to 
secure future preservation.

Winter Sports Season Begins in Astana

The Astana Adventure Facebook group organises winter excursions in Astana and beyond.
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By Dmitry Lee

Almaty’s Kairat defeated Aktobe 
4:1 on Nov. 22 to claim the Kazakh 
Football Cup in Astana Arena.

Aktobe scored first in the 19th 
minute, but Kairat’s Yury Logvinenko 
tied the score in the 29th minute.

One minute later, Kairat took the 
lead with a goal by Cote d’Ivoire’s 
Gerard Gohou. Almaty appeared to 
score another goal in the first half, but 
it was taken away because it was shot 
from an offside position. 

In the second half, Gohou scored 
again and Aktobe was down by two. 
That was followed by another Kairat 

goal in the 85th minute by Aslan 
Darabayev.

Inthe 89th minute, Spanish forward 
Llorenç ‘Sito’ Riera Ortega was shown 
a red card by the referee and ejected 
from the game. But Aktobe was down 
4-1 by then and the referee gave the 
last three-time whistle to stop the 
game in the 92nd minute.

Almaty’s Kairat Captures 
Kazakh Football Cup

Kazakhstan’s First Female 
Formula 3 Racer Ambitious

Continued from Page B1 

Can you tell us about the most 
memorable race?

That was the last race in this season, 
which was in Sochi. It’s very special 
for different reasons. First, it was on 
a Formula-1 track and it made you 
feel proud and also it was the final of 
my debut season. And I had my 18th 
birthday. 

Do you feel different or special that 
mostly in this sport there are more men 
[than women]?

It’s pretty cool to be the only girl. I’ve 
attracted a lot of attention to myself.

What is your ultimate dream in 
racing?

My ultimate goal is to win the World 
Championship in Formula 1.

You also represent Kazakhstan as 

the only pilot. How does that make you 
feel? Do you feel pressure? And how do 
you cope with it?

I feel proud to represent Kazakhstan 
in Formula racing. I feel support from 
my team and the fans. It’s very special.

What would you say to your fans or 
those who are interested in this sport?

At first, be careful on the roads. As 
is every racing-driver, I’m for safety on 
the roads. And thanks to everyone who 
supports me. 

How do you think Kazakhstan can 
popularise the sport in the country?

We could start by supporting young 
sportsmen.

What challenges do you or your team 
face? Financial? Moral support, etc?

There were financial problems and 
they are with us still. And there are some 
issues getting used to a new car.

Who is your favorite racer? Why?
My favourite racer is Michael 

Schumacher. I’ve seen a lot of his 
races and like how he feels and drives 
the car. He is a legend and there is 
nothing to add. To conclude, I would 
like to thank my fans and other people 
who support me. Special thanks to 
Presidential Professional Club Astana, 
Astana Motor Sports team, and Samruk 
Kazyna Sovereign Wealth Fund for 
believing in me and their further support 
in 2015. Thanks to my team, director 
of the Formula Russia series Alexander 
Ananyev, my mechanic Kostya Krasnov 
and my engineers Slava Shaposhnikov 
and Grigoriy Berezin. Many thanks 
also to my sponsors: Air Astana, the 
Lift Complex company, Almaty City 
Administration and FAMS. And 
personally I thank Ergash Ibragimov and 
Arthur Ardavichus. And my information 
sponsors are Kolesa, Avtosport.kz and 
Auto Mir. See you in 2015!

By Ilyas Omarov

Kazakhstan’s famous figure skater 
Denis Ten set a new personal record 
in the short programme at the Nov. 24 
regular Grand Prix in France, gaining 
the best evaluation in his career of 91.78 
points.

Ten took the points lead at the end 
of the first part of the programme. 
However, his performance in the optional 
programme was full of little mistakes 
that eventually affected his final points – 
only 144.5 points. As a result, he had to 
settle for bronze.The winner was young 
Russian figure skater Maxim Kovtun. 
Previously, the 19-year-old athlete won a 
stage in Shanghai, where he was able to 
get ahead of current Olympic champion, 
Japanese Yuzuru Hanyu.

The final Grand Prix will be held in 
Barcelona, Spain on Dec. 11-14. The 
five strongest skaters in the world will 
take part in it. It is unclear if Ten will 
have the points necessary to participate.

Ten won bronze medal at the Sochi 
Winter Olympics in Februrary 2014.

In Kazakhstan, he is known for being 
one of the most active members of 
society.

Ten Achieves Personal Scoring 
Record, Wins Bronze at France 
Figure Skating Grand Prix

By Rufiya Ospanova 

The Atyrau Paralympic wheelchair 
volleyball team won bronze at a Dec. 
1 international tournament in Germany 
and player-coach Bauyrzhan Takhauov 
was voted captain of the team.

The Atyrau Paralympians, a 
wheelchair volleyball team, took part 
in the traditional tournament, the Cup 
of Leipzig. Teams including winners 
of the Paralympic Games, World and 
Asian Championships, Egypt’s national 
team, as well as the national teams of 
Germany and Ukraine gathered in 
Saxon city.  Germany was represented 
at this tournament by eight teams. 
Five members of the German national 
team, including the captain, as well as 

the main team of the country, played 
at Leipzig 1. Slavutich, which is 
almost entirely composed of Ukrainian 
national team players who are now in 
the European rankings, won fourth 
place. The Atyrau team brought some 
of the strongest participants. 

The tournament began with a 
symbolic match, World Team vs. 
Germany. On the way to the semi-
finals, each team held five matches. 
The Kazakhstan team gained victories 
in matches against Magdeburg, 
Leverkusen and Egypt, tied the score 
with Leipzig and lost to Ukraine. 

In the semifinals, they played again 
against the Germans and defeated them. 
In the fight for third place, they played 
the team from Finland. The fate of the 
match was decided in the final third set, 

where the ending of the match could 
have been dramatic for the Atyrau team. 
But in the end, the game ended with a 
score of 18:16 in favour of Atyrau. 

The founder of the team and its 
permanent leader Takhauov noted the 
strong performance of his team. Atyrau 
was tested by the Germans, who noted 
the progress the team has made. All 
participants of the tournament are long-
standing rivals who have participated 
many times in various international 
tournaments, world and Asia 
championships. Many also know each 
other personally.  Atyrau’s athletes have 
traveled to many foreign countries, 
but this was their first time playing in 
Germany. They were the first team from 
Kazakhstan to receive an invitation to 
the tournament. 

Volleyball Paralympians Win 
Bronze in Germany

By Michelle Witte

ASTANA – Twelve young football 
players from Astana travelled to Soria, 
Spain, from Nov. 1 – 10 to play in the 
first Spanish-Kazakh youth football 
tournament. The young players, all 
aged from 10 – 12, also took training 
sessions with top Spanish coaches. 

The four-team tournament was 
arranged through an agreement by 
FC Astana 1964 and top Spanish club 
CD Numancia, who have agreed to 
collaborate over the next two years, 
Miguel Riera, international sport 
director of FC Astana 1964, told The 
Astana Times on Nov. 25. Riera chose 
the Kazakh players for the tournament, 
who are all members of the Spanish 
team’s academies here. 

Kazakhstan’s team came in second 
in the tournament, which was held on 
Nov. 4 and drew an audience of 600. 
FC Astana 1964 won their first game, 
2:0, against FC CalaSanz, then drew 
1:1 against FC San Jose. They lost only 
the final, 0:1, against FC Numancia. 

Coach of the Spanish national team 
Vicente del Bosque, who led the team 
to their World Cup championship in 
2010, presented the second place cup 
to FC Astana 1964, while President 
of FC Astana 1964 Galym Ibrayev 
presented the winning cup to FC 
CalaSanz. 

“Our team played very well. For one 
full year, our children were training in 
order to succeed in this tournament,” 
Riera said. He had tried to coach 
Astana’s young athletes using Spanish 
methodologies over that year, he 
noted. Riera tries to bring a European, 
and specifically Spanish, mentality to 
football training in Astana in general, 
he said, while maintaining Kazakh 
traditions. 

One young Kazakh player, 
Meirambek Kamyra, stood out for his 
brilliant play, Riera said. The Spanish 
side would like him to play for their 
academies in the future, as they see 
great promise in him as a player. 

Riera is tasked with promoting 
Kazakh football in Europe. He says 
in addition, “My personal target is 

to promote Astana as much I can in 
Europe. Astana is one of the more 
amazing cities in the world.” The 
people in Astana make him feel as 
though he is among family, he said. 

During the rest of the trip, 
Kazakhstan’s young team was coached 
by FC Numancia staff in two sessions 
per day.

For Numancia sporting director 
Cesar Palacios, the visit was “an 
important cultural exchange, an 
opportunity for young people to 
experience first-hand the quality of 
training and the facilities of Spanish 
football, as well as a power contact 
with coaches and class methods,” 
reported Spanish news agency 
Desdesoria.es on Nov. 6.

Over the next two years, the 
Kazakh and Spanish teams will work 
together in a variety of other ways. 
Kazakhstan’s top players will have an 
opportunity to test with the Spanish 
team during that time, and the coaches 
from the Spanish team will come to 
Astana for two or three weeks each 
year to train Kazakh players.

Young Kazakh Footballers Compete in Spain
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By Danna Bupezhanova

ASTANA – The construction 
of a residential area using green 
technologies has begun in Astana, 
Chairman of the Board of the Samruk 
Kazyna Real Estate Fund Bolat 
Palymbetov announced at a Central 

Communications Service (CCS) press 
briefing on Nov. 18.

The Green Quarter is a residential 
and office complex that incorporates 
advanced technologies. The architectural 
concept of a green quarter was developed 
by British company AEDAS, one of the 
world’s largest architectural firms. An 
advanced system aimed at reducing 

water and energy consumption by 20 
percent will be installed at the facilities, 
Palymbetov said.

In early 2013, President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev ordered the Samruk Kazyna 
Sovereign Wealth Fund to implement 
the Green Quarter project in Astana. The 
fund announced an international tender 
for the development of the concept, 

including a conceptual layout, models, 
sketches and a preliminary feasibility 
study. The project will be carried out 
between 2014 and2017, with the first 
buildings being commissioned in 2015. 
According to preliminary estimates, 
the project will cost 44 billion tenge 
($US240 million). 

The Green Quarter will symbolise 
high-tech energy saving measures and 
modern environmental awareness. The 
facilities will be built using highly 
energy efficient technology. The 
complex will also include parks and 
ponds as well as an arboretum covered 
by a bio-dome, which will feature 
exotic plants.

The construction site covers 146,000 
square metres, with residential buildings 
occupying more than 100,000 square 
metres and shopping centres and offices 
taking more than 45,000 square metres. 
All buildings at the Green Quarter 
will meet LEED Green Building 
international standards. Each building 
will have its own environmental 
passport.

The project will be implemented 
as a joint public-private partnership 
consisting of Samruk Kazyna 
Development and BI Group Holding. 
The Samruk Kazyna Fund, through 
building this green quarter, hopes to spark 
an interest in abiding by international 
environmental construction standards in 
private construction companies.

“Construction has already begun and 
should be completed by 2017. It is hard 
to tell how much each square metre will 
cost, but it certainly will not be cheap. 
Prices will be quite expensive, over 
$2,000 per square metre. However, 
the price of such units usually later 
drop thanks to social services. They 
also fluctuate based on emerging 
technological developments. We can 
now say with confidence that the Green 
Quarter will be yet another jewel of the 
city visible at the opening of EXPO 
2017,” Palymbetov said.

Construction of Green Housing Begins 
in Astana
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“In highly developed countries, it 
is becoming more and more normal 
to use such services. It is safe and it 
saves time and money,” he told The 
Astana Times.

Ospanov also noted that in Kazakh-
stan’s two biggest cities, Almaty and 
Astana, people are used to waving tax-
is down on the street, which is not nec-
essarily the most secure way to move 
around the city. Nowadays, however, a 
growing number of taxi users are be-
ginning to care about their safety. 

“When it comes to drivers, we are 
very picky. First off, they go through 
an interview with our managers. Sec-
ondly, they provide us with a number 
of documents and certificates, such as 
a certificate of good conduct, certifi-
cates from substance abuse and mental 
health clinics, et cetera. Thirdly, they 
take an exam on their knowledge of the 
city and they receive professional con-

duct training with a client,” Ospanov 
said. According to him, the company 
not only cares about comfortable and 
secure trips: they also want clients to 
save on transportation. 

“Our tariffs are significantly lower 
than those of our competitors; how-
ever, they’re bit higher than if you hail 
[a cab] on the road,” he said.

“Besides the fact that a client gets a 
comfortable, quick and affordable ride, 
our app can partly solve traffic issues. 
A similar mobile app in Moscow re-
duced the distances that taxis travelled 
while empty from 10 kilometres to 2.5 
kilometres. In Israel, this distance gets 
as short as 700 metres. Such a great 
result was achieved because only the 
nearest driver gets assigned to a cer-
tain client which resolves the traffic 
problems of the city,” the co-founder 
highlighted. 

The application can be downloaded 
from the Google Play Market or App 
store for free. 

Mobile Taxi 
Service Application 

Introduced

By Rufiya Ospanova 

ASTANA – Construction for Af-
fordable Housing 2020, the national 
housing programme, will begin Jan. 1, 
First Deputy Prime Minister Bakytzhan 
Sagintayev announced at a Nov. 20 
meeting of the National Coalition of 
Democratic Forces “Kazakhstan 2050.”

“We are now working on a new mech-
anism for the sale of houses and the cor-
responding changes to the programme 
will be made in December. Starting Jan. 
1, 2015 the construction of houses will 
begin on a new housing programme 
across the country,” Sagintayev said.

Regarding the financing of the new 
programme, the deputy prime min-
ister explained that 35 billion tenge 
(US$193.6 million) will be allocated for 
the construction design and engineering 
networks purchases of rental housing. 
A 30-year bonded loan from Baiterek 
Holding, in the amount of 145 billion 
tenge (US$802.3 million) at a rate of 
0.1 percent, will be allotted to build the 
homes. 

“Kazakhstan Mortgage Company will 
be the operator of the construction pro-
gramme for rental housing,” Sagintayev 
said.

According to Sagintayev, the total 
funds to be directed to rental housing 
construction will be about 250 billion 
tenge (US$1.4 billion), of which 145 

billion tenge (US$802.3 million) will 
be designated from the National Fund. 
More than 29 billion tenge (US$160.5 
million) has also been earmarked in 
2013-2014 for the programme. The 
Kazakhstan Mortgage Company placed 
bonds in the stock market for 2017-
2019 in the amount of 50 billion tenge 
(US$276.6 million) and another 25.8 
billion tenge (US$142.7 million) will be 
allocated from other sources.

“With the money we plan to build 
one and a half million square metres 
of housing in the country. Now we see 
how much money will be spent for rental 
housing with subsequent purchase, and 
how much will go to housing without 
purchase. The head of state announced 
that new approaches to the construction 
of rental housing will be introduced. 
Housing will be provided to the public 

without intermediaries in a long-term 
lease with the option to purchase,” 
Sagintayev noted.

Sagintayev also reported that accord-
ing to the akimats’ (governors’ and may-
ors’) offices, today more than 300,000 
Kazakh citizens can make a claim for 
rental housing. Among them are 376 dis-
abled and war veterans, 43,638 orphans 
and children without parental care, 
130,303 socially-vulnerable individuals, 
124,000 state employees, civil servants 
and military personnel and 1,752 who 
live in dangerous housing. Housing 
construction is also needed for young 
families.

According to Sagintayev, the govern-
ment is working with the Kazakh Asso-
ciation of Builders.

“The state will build social and rental 
housing and make it available to the 
population in a long-term lease with the 
option to purchase. 

The housing that is available now 
requires a lot of money and a down 
payment and then the banks give oner-
ous interest of about 20 percent. These 
programmes are for the wealthy people. 
We will make this programme for young 
families, for those who really need it,” 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev said at 
the meeting.

The President noted an additional 180 
billion tenge (US$995.9 million) will be 
designated in 2015-2016 for construc-
tion of rental housing.

Housing Programme 
Construction to Start in 2015

Bakytzhan Sagintayev

The project will 
be implemented 
as a joint public-
private partnership 
consisting of 
Samruk Kazyna 
Development and   
BI Group Holding. 


