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Astana, EU 
Conclude Talks on 

Enhanced Partnership, 
Proving International 

Relations Aren’t 
“Zero Sum Game”

By aisha mukasheva

BRUSSElS – Kazakhstan and 
the European Union completed 
talks on an expanded Partnership 
and cooperation agreement (Pca) 
in brussels on oct. 9 during the visit 
of the President of Kazakhstan to the 
seat of the european central bodies. 
documents on the completion of 
bilateral negotiations between Ka-
zakhstan and the EU regarding Ka-
zakhstan’s accession to the World 
trade organisation (Wto) were 
also signed during the visit.  

Minister of Foreign affairs of Ka-
zakhstan erlan Idrissov and chief 
Executive Officer of the European 
external action service david 
o’sullivan signed the joint docu-
ment on the completion of negotia-
tions on the draft Pca between Ka-
zakhstan and the EU. The agreement 
will strengthen the current relation-
ship in 29 areas of cooperation, in-
cluding economics, trade and invest-
ment. It renews a similar agreement 

signed in 1995 and enacted in 1999. 
the agreement also covers such 
broad questions as legal compatibil-
ity, freedom and security, personal 
data protection and visa procedure 
facilitation. 

President of Kazakhstan nur-
sultan nazarbayev and President 
of the european commission Jose 
Manuel barroso held numerous 
talks during the course of naz-
arbayev’s official visit to Brussels.

“today, Mr. barroso and I of-
ficially confirmed the completion 
of negotiations on a new expand-
ed partnership and cooperation 
agreement between Kazakhstan 
and the European Union. We also 
signed and initialled a document 
that says that Kazakhstan and the 
European Union resolved their 
issues on [Kazakhstan’s] Wto 
accession. these two documents 
are highly anticipated, very im-
portant for our country,” naz-
arbayev said.

continued on page a3

Kazakhstan, Undp and 
coca-cola to Increase 
Rural access to safe 
drinking Water

By Rufiya Ospanova

ASTANA – Earth is our home, 
a programme for Kazakh water re-
sources management, was launched 
on oct. 8. as part of this project, in-
ternational organisations represented 
by the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) in Kazakhstan 
and the coca-cola company, with 
the support of the Kazakh Ministry of 
agriculture, made a commitment to 
assist in addressing the global chal-
lenge, which the country is already 
facing; the effective management of 
water resources and provision of ac-
cess to quality drinking water. 

by 2025, there will be the potential 
danger of an acute shortage of water 
resources. as Kazakh President nur-
sultan nazarbayev noted, “Water is 
becoming an important factor in ge-
opolitics, being one of the causes of 
tensions and conflicts in the world.” 

the earth is our home pro-
gramme proposed by the organ-
isers combines the efforts of the 
state, nongovernmental organisa-
tions (nGos) and businesses in or-
der to address a number of issues 
that are vital and relevant to the 
Kazakh people. the programme 
provides for small- and medium-
sized pilot projects on water re-
sources management through 
grant assistance from nGos deal-
ing with water supply problems. 
the programme is also designed to 
support innovative initiatives that 
are aimed at optimising the tech-
nology to improve the efficiency 
of the water sector. by next year, 
the result will be a significant in-
crease in the number of people 
with access to safe drinking water 
in the most vulnerable rural areas 
of Kazakhstan. 

continued on page a2

armenia Joins eurasian economic Union, 
Kyrgyzstan Edges Closer to Membership

By nurbek almashov  
and malika orazgaliyeva

MINSK – Illustrating the 
growing pull of the yet-to-be-
launched eurasian economic 
Union, Armenia joined the group 
at a meeting of the leaders of 
armenia, belarus, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and russia in the 
belarussian capital on oct. 10. 
Kyrgyzstan edged closer to join-
ing by agreeing to a road map for 

its accession to the group’s pre-
decessor, the common economic 
space of belarus, Kazakhstan 
and russia.

on May 29, the presidents of 
belarus, Kazakhstan and rus-
sia met in astana and signed a 
treaty establishing the eurasian 
Economic Union (EEU). Now 
ratified by all three countries, the 
treaty is set to enter into force on 
Jan. 1, 2015.

Presidents serzh sargsyan of 
armenia and almazbek atam-

bayev of Kyrgyzstan joined their 
three colleagues at the oct. 10 
meeting in Minsk to participate 
in talks and sign documents.

addressing the gathering, 
President nursultan nazarbayev 
of Kazakhstan stressed the need 
to enhance work on informing 
the business community and oth-
er citizens of the member states 
of the real and practical advan-
tages of the EEU. he also high-
lighted the need to expand Ka-
zakhstan’s representation among 

the personnel of the eurasian 
economic commission, the per-
manent ruling body of the EEU. 
nazarbayev also urged the com-
mission to work harder on quick-
ly and correctly translating docu-
ments into the national languages 
of the member states.

the next meeting of the highest 
level of the eurasian economic 
commission is to take place in 
december in Moscow.

continued on page a8

Officials Unveil 
Details of Samruk 

Kazyna Transformation
By Danna Bupezhanova

ASTANA – The Samruk Kazyna 
Sovereign Welfare Fund officially 
unveiled its transformation pro-
gramme on oct. 6. the programme 
is designed to help modernise Ka-
zakhstan’s economy and bring an 
additional $11 billion to the coun-
try’s gross domestic product by 
2020 through the reorganised fund.

the programme was announced 
during what was billed as a trans-
formation Forum that took place in 
astana with the presentation of a 
programme to modernise the fund 
by optimising business practices, 
increasing outside investment and 
establishing an improved system 
of corporate management. the pro-
gramme, elaborated by the fund in 
conjunction with international con-
sultants, was approved by the sam-

ruk Kazyna board of directors on 
sept. 5 during a session chaired by 
Kazakh Prime Minister Karim Mas-
simov.

leaders, experts and officials from 
various states and companies partici-
pated in the event. the list included 
Managing director of McKinsey 
Global Institute (MGI) dominic 
barton, a member of the board of 
directors and samruk Kazyna In-
dependent director richard evans, 
MGI director General Isaac adizes, 
prominent professor of economics at 
New York University and President 
of rGe Monitor nouriel roubini as 
well as representatives of similar for-
eign sovereign funds such as singa-
pore’s temasek Management, Ma-
laysia’s Khazanah nasional berhad, 
the Korean Investment corporation 
and Qatar Investment authority. 

continued on page a5

Ioc president calls 
Kazakh Olympic Bid 
‘strong’ during 
almaty Visit

By arsen dilim

AlMATY – International Olym-
pic committee President thomas 
bach called almaty and Kazakh-
stan’s application to host the 2022 
Winter olympics “very solid and 
competitive” during an oct. 11-12 
visit to almaty’s sports complexes.

bach visited the Medeo moun-
tain skating rink and the chimbu-
lak ski slopes and jumps complex.

bach told a press conference 
during his visit that the Ioc holds 
the “original bid of almaty,” 
which is based on use of existing 
sports infrastructure and the rich 
sports heritage of Kazakhstan in 
high regard. 

“With all this infrastructure and 
rich sport traditions, the almaty 
candidacy looks strong,” he added.

he also called the success of Ka-
zakh athletes at the 2012 summer 
games a “breakthrough.”

the Ioc president also touched 
upon a very timely question on 
behalf of the Kazakh sports Press 
association (sPa) concerning the 
extension of quotas for accredita-
tion of domestic journalists cov-
ering the olympic Games. Ka-
zakhstan’s olympic achievements 
allow for this and bach promised 
to study this question. 

the highlight of the Ioc presi-
dent’s visit was his participation 
in the ceremony of tusau kesu, 
the Kazakh tradition marking the 
beginning of a child’s new stage 
in life. bach cut the binds of one-
and-a-half-year-old altair omarov 
and wished him a bright olympic 
future.

Thomas Bach (c) cuts binds during the traditional tusau kesu ceremony in 
almaty.

Kazakhstan Joins asem, moves 
to Boost Multilateral Cooperation 
in new Format

By Zhanara abdulova

MIlAN – Kazakhstan has of-
ficially joined the Asia-Europe 
Meeting (aseM), a key forum for 
dialogue and cooperation between 
the two continents, and took part 
in the 10th aseM summit on oct. 
16-17 in Milan. 

President nursultan nazarbayev 
headed the Kazakh delegation at 
the two-day summit, addressing 
an audience of more than 50 heads 

of state and government and hold-
ing a number of bilateral meetings 
with his european and asian coun-
terparts.

speaking at the plenary ses-
sion, “Promotion of financial and 
economic cooperation through 
enhanced europe-asia connectiv-
ity,” President nazarbayev said 
the search for common answers 
to today’s challenges and threats 
requires a shared european and 
asian agenda. 

“The most efficient way to over-
come the existing crisis is to un-
leash the integration potential of 
the eurasian region,” he said. 

“It is necessary to change the par-
adigm of international cooperation, 
which implies taking real action in 
eliminating protectionist barriers, 
opening markets and increasing 
bilateral trade,” nazarbayev said 
of his vision for future cooperation 
between asia and europe.

one of the key directions of co-

operation, the President said, is the 
transformation of global financial 
architecture, along with overcom-
ing imbalances in the financial sec-
tor and developing of an effective 
model for the regulation of inter-
national capital flows.

nazarbayev also stressed the need 
to develop new financial bridges, 
noting that the regional financial 
centre of almaty has the potential to 
unite parts of europe and asia. 

continued on page a3

President Nursultan Nazarbayev (с) with his counterparts during the two-day 10th ASEM summit in Milan, Italy, on Oct. 16-17, which took place under the title of 
“Promoting financial and economic cooperation through enhanced Europe-Asia connectivity.”
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Ensuring the quality of drinking water was among the top issues addressed by representatives of the project.
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Kazakhstan’s 
election laws require 
senate elections to be 
contested – a ballot 
may not contain a 
single candidate.

continued from page a1

“the problem of access to water 
is acute in our country. a serious 
problem is the low level of public 
awareness about the opportunities 
through which effective methods of 
saving water are available. togeth-
er, we can strengthen the capacity 
of local communities to increase 
access to safe drinking water to the 
vulnerable population and also tell 
people about effective measures 
and conservation of water resourc-
es,” said stanislav Kim, head of the 
department of environment and 
Energy, UNDP Kazakhstan.

“the project which we have 
presented here is part of a global 
initiative and will be implemented 
in 21 countries. It is still in the 
pilot phase. however, under this 
initiative, we are more focused 
on involvement of the population 
in the solution of these problems, 
i.e. identifying some approaches 
by which they will be directly in-
volved in tackling the problem of 
water supply and ensuring its qual-
ity,” he noted.

according to Kim, it is necessary 
to work on the approaches through 
grants, which will be decided by 
UNDP with the financial support of 
coca-cola. the size of the grants 
will be up to $150,000. Nonprofit 
and nongovernmental organisations 
can participate in the programme by 
proposing ideas. regular grant con-
tests will be announced, to which all 
interested parties may submit ap-
plications and an independent com-

mission will decide which projects 
to support. 

the focus of the earth is our 
home on the promotion of mod-
ern and technologically-advanced 
methods to improve water qual-
ity, as well as the ways to save it, 
is timely and relevant. the timely 
implementation of the initiative 
will help to solve the task set by 
nazarbayev to provide all the peo-
ple in Kazakhstan with quality 

drinking water, the importance of 
which was noted in his state of the 
nation address, “strategy Kazakh-
stan 2050, a new Political course 
of the established state.” 

Such significant projects are be-
ing implemented not only by the 
state and public organisations, but 
are also actively promoted by co-
ca-cola, the largest manufacturer 
of beverages.

“the importance of water for the 

health of society as a whole is dif-
ficult to overestimate,” said Oleg 
Piletsky, the company’s manager 
for government and public affairs 
in the countries of central asia 
and the caucasus. 

“the whole world today is ex-
periencing difficulties in relation 
to water resources. In many coun-
tries there is an acute shortage of 
safe drinking water. We believe 
that working together with other 

companies, governments and 
nGos can help solve water prob-
lems faced by the entire world. 
Water is a basic ingredient of our 
drinks. If the society in which we 
work is environmentally unstable, 
our business becomes unstable as 
well. It is important for us to par-
ticipate in this project, because 
doing business is possible only in 
a healthy society. and we will do 
our best and use our experience 
and knowledge to provide full sup-
port for the implementation of this 
programme,” Piletsky noted.

according to the coca-cola 
representative, the main objective 
is to return the amount of water 
used in the production of its bev-
erages to nature by 2020. In or-
der to perform such an ambitious 
goal, coca-cola is implementing 
a number of initiatives around the 
world related to the management 
of water resources. With the sup-
port of coca-cola, projects such 
as drip irrigation in the akmola 
region, creation of green package 
training for schoolchildren in the 
caspian region and the improve-
ment of groundwater quality and 
the provision of it in the almaty 
region have been implemented in 
Kazakhstan during the past several 
years. by combining the efforts 
of the government, nGos and the 
business community with the sup-
port of coca-cola, earth is our 
home will work on improving ex-
isting public programmes, as well 
as achieving meaningful indicators 
for new social initiatives. 

Kazakhstan, Undp and coca-cola to Increase 
Rural access to safe drinking Water

Kazakhstan Going mobile, 
Announces Official During 
e-Government Forum

By yelden sarybay

aSTANA – Kazakhstan’s host-
ing of the recent third Global 
e-Government Forum under the 
auspices of the United Nations 
is part of the country’s effort to 
develop an effective and user-
friendly e-government platform.

“We are dedicated to simpli-
fying the mechanism of interac-
tion between businesses and the 
state. e-procurement, electronic 
document management, e-tax, e-
licensing, information systems, 
as well as the payment of pen-
sions and benefits have already 
shown to be effective. Further-
more, the cloud platform will 
create an ‘open government’ and 
thus increase the transparency of 
public authorities to businesses 
and the public,” said Kazakh 
Prime Minister Karim Massi-
mov, who attended the forum 
along with UN Deputy Secre-
tary-General Wu hongbo, gov-
ernment officials, scholars and 
leading international experts in 
the field of Information com-
munications technologies (Ict) 
from more than 70 countries.

Kazakhstan has been develop-
ing e-government for nine years 
and offers its citizens more than 
500 services, the most popular 
of which include the issuance of 
address references authenticat-
ing a person’s living location and 
providing references for property 

ownership, pension savings and 
business ownership.

Kazakhstan’s deputy Minis-
ter for Investment and develop-
ment askar Zhumagaliev also 
announced during the forum, ti-
tled “smart Governance for sus-
tainable development: new op-
portunities of Partnership in the 
networked society,” that Kazakh 
government services will also 
soon be available through mobile 
phones. “the next stage of devel-
opment of e-government is the 
development of mobile govern-
ment. We’d like to launch about 
50 of the most popular services 
this year. Further, within three 
years almost all existing services 
are supposed to be transferred to 
mobile government,” he said.

also planned are regional cen-
tres of excellence where coun-
tries can share knowledge and 
experience. “We are ready to be-
come a centre of excellence and 
expertise in the region of central 
asia,” Zhumagaliyev said.

the Kazakh e-government 
portal has undergone four de-
velopmental stages already. the 
first stage was informational. at 
the time the electronic govern-
ment web-portal was launched, 
it was filled with information 
about state agencies, their work 
and the services they deliver to 
citizens. the second stage of 
development was interactive. It 

was marked by the start of the 
provision of e-services. the us-
ers of the web-portal were able 
to send requests to state agen-
cies via their own computers.  
the third stage of the electronic 
government development was a 
transactional one. at this stage, 
citizens were able to pay for 
state taxes and fees, fines and 
utility services online.

the fourth and current stage 
of the electronic government 
is transformational. the main 
aim now is to provide services 
to citizens with maximum ef-
ficiency. For the achievement of 
this target, interactive and trans-
action services were combined 
within the complex services that 
are demanded by the citizens of 
Kazakhstan. since the beginning 
of the year, Kazakh citizens have 
been able to register a legal en-
tity in just 15 minutes as well as 
request an Id card, passport or 
driver’s license.

“In the short term, we’ll be-
come witness to the development 
of the world’s best e-government 
in Kazakhstan,” south Korean 
First deputy Minister of secu-
rity and Public administration 
bahk Gyurng Goog told the fo-
rum. This year is the first time the 
forum has been held outside of 
south Korea.

building an effective e-gov-
ernment is not easy and requires 
institutional agencies at all lev-
els of government to be efficient, 
transparent, accountable and 
democratic, Wu told the forum. 
e-government increases the qual-
ity of public administration and 
increases the efficiency of public 
services and the civil service as 
a whole. It also promotes greater 
involvement of stakeholders in 
the process of reforming the pub-
lic sector and increases access to 
information, he said, adding that 
central asian countries are mak-
ing progress on developing e-
governments.

“analysis of the development 
of e-government in 2014 showed 
that the central asian region 
countries are working at all levels 
to promote and develop e-gov-
ernment,” Wu said.

senate elections met 
International standards, 
say Int’l observers

By michelle Witte

ASTANA – The regional ad-
ministrations (maslikhats) of Ka-
zakhstan elected 16 new senators 
on oct. 1 in a process that un-
folded largely without incident, 
reported central election com-
mission (cec) member Marat 
sarsembayev on oct. 10.

“[International observers] told 
us that the evaluation is high and 
that there are no shortcomings 
concerning this election. this is 
their evaluation; these are their 
words,” sarsembayev said in an 
interview with the astana times. 

nearly 400 observers, includ-
ing 116 international observers, 
monitored the indirect election 
in 16 polling stations around the 
country. the international ob-
servers came from the Interpar-
liamentary assembly of the com-
monwealth of Independent states 
(IPa-cIs), the shanghai coop-
eration organisation (sco) and 
the cIs itself. representatives 
from some diplomatic missions 
in astana, including the czech 
republic, thailand and Germany, 
among others, also took part. 

“our final report says that the 
election was held in accordance 
with the international standards 
and the law of Kazakhstan,” said 
Farkhad rakhimov, coordinator 
of the IPa observers, as reported 
by trend.az on oct. 1. the IPa 
includes experts from the Inter-
national Institute of Monitoring 
of development of democracy, 
Parliamentarism and Protection 
of electoral rights of citizens 
of IPa cIs Members, among 
others. 

according to a cec press re-
lease, five appeals were filed 

during the course of the elec-
tion, most seeking clarification of 
legislation governing the election 
and an acting senator from Kyzy-
lorda challenged the decision of 
the territorial election commis-
sion declaring him ineligible for 
election. 

nearly all of the 3,279 enrolled 
electors – the members of region-
al maslikhats – took part in the 
election, the cec said, reporting 
that more than 98 percent par-
ticipated in the vote. Maslikhat 
deputies are not required to vote, 
sarsembayev said, but the act is, 
of course, considered a responsi-
bility of the position. 

of the ballots cast, 12 were 
declared null and void, sarsem-
bayev said. this was a better 
result than in previous years, he 
noted, saying that there were per-
haps 20 in the previous senate 
election and more than 200 in the 
2008 senate election. 

Kazakhstan’s election laws re-
quire senate elections to be con-
tested – a ballot may not contain 
a single candidate. nine regions 
saw two candidates compete; 
three names appeared on the bal-
lots in seven. the biggest margin 
of victory came in the West Ka-
zakhstan oblast, where yerbulat 
Mukayev won with 94.8 percent 
of the vote.  

though sarsembayev noted 
that senate candidates are not re-
quired to disclose their political 
affiliations, other publications, 
including the economist, are 
reporting that candidates of the 
ruling nur otan party won eve-
ry seat. election to the senate is 
based on regional representation; 
it is in the Mazhilis that political 
parties are officially more active. 

one woman, the only woman 
among the 39 candidates who 
stood for the final election, was 
voted into office, along with all 
four incumbent senators who ran. 
nine of the other senator-elects 
were employees of state organi-
sations; two come from Kazakh-
stan’s business community. the 
average age of the new senators 
is 56; four of the new senators are 
not ethnic Kazakhs.

Foreign guests at the 3rd Global e-Government Forum in astana.

young and talented people from 
other countries will be encouraged 
to move into Kazakhstan, Minister 
of health and social development 
tamara duissenova said. “one of 
the directions for improving mi-
gration policy will be the attrac-
tion of talented young people from 
neighbouring countries, who will 
be awarded with grants,” duisse-
nova told a joint meeting of the so-
cial council of the nur otan party 
and the Mazhilis committee for 
social and cultural development. 
she added that this is the practice 
of Singapore, Malaysia, the U.K. 
and other developed nations. ac-
cording to the minister, talented 
young people choosing to study 
in Kazakhstan and completing a 
three-year training course will be 
given the opportunity to work in 
their field in the country regardless 
of quotas or permits. 

“babalar sozi,” a 100 volume 
collection of Kazakh folklore, was 
presented at the World book Fair 
in Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany. 
the illustrated collection of epics, 
legends, myths and proverbs con-
tains almost all genres of Kazakh 
folklore and includes manuscripts 
recorded in old arabic print and 
other works. to compile the book, 
folklorists searched collections 
in Uzbekistan, Mongolia, Kyr-
gyzstan and china. Folklorist seit 
Kaskabasov in particular spent 10 
years producing the collection, is-
suing 10 volumes a year. accord-
ing to him, the work was difficult, 
and many texts of the songs had 
been banned. the presentation of 
the collection gathered eminent 
turkologists, literary critics and 
scientists from different coun-
tries. German turkologist thomas 
Wyrwal said, “not every country 
can show off such a rich culture 
and, beyond that, publish it for 
the masses. It is really great work. 
this is an opportunity for younger 
generations to know their history.” 

“a project to include the Ka-
zakh language in the global 
Google translate system needs 
the support of native speakers,” 
chairman of the board of the 
Wikibilim Foundation rauan 
Kenzhekhanuly said at an oct. 
15 central communication ser-
vice (ccs) briefing. accord-
ing to Kenzhekhanuly, Google 
translate and the improvement 
of its language options depend 
on the support of users. “there 
are some issues that require the 
participation of users of the sys-
tem. For example, when you see 
any mistakes by other people 
on the website, you will have 
a chance to correct them,” he 
said. according to Kenzhek-
hanuly, the system has more than 
80 languages and about 200 mil-
lion people use it daily. Google 
translate translates not only 
words, but also word-groups, 
small texts and whole web pag-
es. “after a great number of texts 
were translated by the system, 
we were asked to evaluate the 
quality of translation. the work 
takes only one or two minutes,” 
he said. according to Kenzhek-
hanuly, the Kazakh language 
will be integrated into the system 
by the end of 2014.

“It is necessary to introduce free 
education for teachers,” rector 
of Kazakh national Pedagogical 
University Serik Praliyev said at 
an oct. 16 meeting of the national 
council for teacher education. 
“We need to develop the social sta-
tus of teachers in new format. ad-
mission to teacher training institu-
tions should be carried out only 
on a free basis,” Praliyev noted. 
according to him, teaching staff 
should be prepared only by state 
universities that meet international 
standards. he also noted that it is 
important to reduce the total an-
nual load to 500 hours per teacher. 
“however, applicants wishing to 
enter university must pass the cre-
ative examination aimed at deter-
mining their teaching ability. and 
graduates who have completed 
the course with excellence should 
be admitted only on the basis of 
their creative disciplines, without 
passing national testing,” the rec-
tor said. according to him, after 
the training, a young person must 
be certified; only then should he or 
she be able to get a job. 
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In milan, nursultan nazarbayev met with German chancellor angela merkel, among other leaders, to discuss both bilateral and international issues, such as the situation regarding Ukraine.

eurasia&world
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“We raised the issue of a new 
agreement in 2006. the last 3-4 
years saw active negotiations in this 
direction, which were successfully 
completed. Kazakhstan is the only 
country in central asia to sign a 
second-generation agreement with 
the EU. This indicates that our re-
lations have reached a qualitatively 
new level, and emphasises the stra-
tegic nature and maturity of our 
partnership,” he added.

“Kazakhstan is an important part-
ner for the EU. I can confidently 
say this is a successful completion 
of three years of negotiations on a 
new partnership and cooperation 
agreement,” barroso commented. 

the new agreement is 280 pages 
long, 180 of which are dedicated to 
the chapter on trade, a particular in-
terest for Kazakhstan today. 

the new agreement will now be 
put to a legal consultation. the doc-
ument is to be translated into all the 
languages of the EU countries and a 
process of initialisation will begin, 
in which the parties will sign each 
page of the agreement.

the new agreement consolidates 
the expansion of trade and invest-
ment flows, political issues, the 
prospects of Kazakhstan’s acces-
sion to the Wto and other ques-
tions. It also places greater empha-
sis on common security threats. 
since 2013, Kazakhstan has coop-
erated with the EU on security is-
sues in the high-level EU–central 
asia dialogue, which focuses espe-
cially on afghanistan’s stability. 

the head of the european com-
mission noted that recent years 
have strengthened partnerships be-
tween the two countries and con-
tacts have become more frequent 
and significant. 

“Kazakhstan is today an impor-
tant partner for the EU, not only 
on trade and economic exchanges, 
but also for promoting peace and 
security in the wider region. and 

our cooperation is expanding. this 
agreement will greatly facilitate 
stronger political, economic and 
strategic relations as well as the 
flow of trade, services and invest-
ment between Kazakhstan and the 
EU, and contribute to Kazakhstan’s 
political, rule of law and economic 
reform, as well as modernisation 
and prosperity,” barosso said. 

according to barroso, the new 
agreement, in addition to its politi-
cal importance, will bring tangible 
benefits to people and companies 
in both the EU and Kazakhstan in 
three ways: by enhancing what is 
already a growing economic re-
lationship, by promoting energy 
cooperation and by contributing to 
the expansion of people-to-people 
contacts.

Over the past decades, the EU has 
become Kazakhstan’s primary trade 
partner in the world, as well as its 
top foreign investor with half of to-
tal FdI in Kazakhstan, the president 
of the european commission said. 

trade turnover between Kazakh-
stan and europe reached $28 bil-
lion since the beginning of the year, 
almost 55 percent of Kazakhstan’s 
foreign trade. 

“this will only increase in the fu-
ture,” barroso added.

he praised the completion of 
talks on Kazakhstan’s accession to 
Wto, and explained, that “the pro-
cess is not over yet, as Kazakhstan 
will have to continue negotiating 
with the other Wto partners, but 
today the EU confirms that we have 
closed our bilateral issues with Ka-
zakhstan and we are showing how 
supportive we remain of Kazakh-
stan’s Wto accession.”

according to barroso, “the Pca 
and Kazakhstan’s Wto accession 
are part and parcel of the same log-
ic of political and economic diver-
sification and further integration of 
Kazakhstan in global affairs.”

the second way the new Pca 
will be used is to enhance energy 
cooperation. “Kazakhstan is a 
very important and reliable energy 
partner for the EU, now supply-
ing around 5-6 percent of EU oil 
demand,” barroso said. In an oct. 
8 opinion published in the Wall 
street Journal europe, President 
nazarbayev argued the same thing, 
stressing that Kazakhstan already is 
the third largest non-oPec energy 
supplier to europe behind russia 
and norway.

“this new agreement includes 
a chapter on raw materials and 
energy with provisions that go 

beyond Wto and energy charter 
treaty commitments,” barroso 
commented.

The third specific way the new 
agreement will benefit the signato-
ries is by improving people-to-peo-
ple contacts. “The EU Visa code, 
in force since april 2010, already 
simplifies the issuance of short 
stay visas for citizens of Kazakh-
stan travelling to the EU. And we 
are happy to advance our coopera-
tion on migration issues within the 
framework of the new agreement,” 
barroso added.

Perhaps no less significant was 
another comment by barroso on 
the new document, especially giv-
en the east-West tug-of-war over 
Ukraine. 

“Finally and equally important, 
this agreement demonstrates that 
international relations are not a zero 
sum game, that europe is open to 
building strong and solid relations 
with the members of customs Un-
ion willing to do so,” barroso said. 
“that is why I think today’s agree-
ment is a very important symbolic 
gesture. apart from its substance, it 
shows that it is possible for a coun-
try of the customs Union to devel-
op and deepen the relationship with 
the European Union. I think this 
is important especially when you 
consider the situation that we have 
been facing in that part of europe 
and also in the wider region.”

In this connection, barroso 
praised Kazakhstan’s and President 
nazarbayev’s “balanced position 
regarding the situation in Ukraine.”

“We both support a peaceful so-
lution for the conflict in full respect 
of Ukraine’s sovereignty,” the Eu-
ropean leader said, thanking Presi-
dent nazarbayev “for sharing with 
me the vision you have about the 
situation in that part of the region.”

Finally, barroso said he was glad 
that President nazarbayev would 
participate in the aseM summit in 
Milan on oct. 16-17.

“Kazakhstan will be the first 

central asian country to become 
partner of the aseM! We believe 
that Kazakhstan has a great role to 
play in terms of cooperation, trade 
and transit between europe and 
asia,” he said. “and you can al-
ways count on the European Union 
as your partner in promoting a vi-
sion of cooperation, inclusiveness 
and win-win solutions, in the euro-
pean continent and beyond.”

talks on the enhanced partner-
ship have been ongoing since their 
official start in June 2011 in Brus-
sels. eight rounds of negotiations 
have been held since then. Within 
the framework of Kazakhstan’s ac-
cession to Wto, Minister of eco-
nomic Integration of Kazakhstan 
Zhanar Aitzhanova and EU com-
missioner Karel de Gucht signed 
an agreement on export duties, as 
Kazakhstan and the EU concluded 
their bilateral market access nego-
tiations.

“We want Kazakhstan to become 
more modernised and diversified. 
For us, it is also important that lo-
cal companies in europe and euro-
pean companies in Kazakhstan can 
simplify their operations. With the 
entry into force of the agreement, 
many new opportunities will arise 
for citizens, students, researchers 
and travellers,” director for rus-
sia, eastern Partnership, central 
asia, regional cooperation and 
the organisation for security and 
cooperation in europe (osce) 
of the european external action 
service (eeas) Gunnar Wiegand 
said.

earlier, on oct. 8, President 
nazarbayev also met with King 
Philippe of belgium. the sides 
discussed key aspects of bilateral 
relations in the political, cultural 
and humanitarian spheres. the two 
leaders also noted increasing lev-
els of cooperation between the two 
countries in various fields and high-
lighted the presence of a number of 
promising directions for the devel-
opment of further cooperation.

Astana, EU Conclude Talks on Enhanced Partnership, 
Proving International Relations Aren’t “Zero Sum Game”

continued from page a1

another key to the develop-
ment of the region is strengthening 
transport and transit infrastructure, 
in particular the revival of the silk 
road, which will provide europe 
with the shortest route to asia.

the President stressed the impor-
tance of access to modern technol-
ogy and energy resources. Kazakh-
stan, a stable supplier of energy to 
europe and asia, is making efforts 
to diversify energy routes, he said. 

another priority for sustainable 
development in the region is the for-
mation of common trade infrastruc-
ture, the key element of which will 
be the Eurasian Economic Union, 
the Kazakh leader posited.

“Moreover, today, asia and eu-
rope need to rediscover each other 
and build a fundamentally new 
foundation for cooperation. Ka-
zakhstan’s G-Global initiative could 
become a platform for concerted in-

ternational action in the field of eco-
nomics and finance,” Nazarbayev 
said of the dialogue platform Ka-
zakhstan introduced in 2012.

“Kazakhstan, as a full-fledged 
member of the asia-europe Meet-
ing, is ready to provide all possible 
support to promote dialogue and co-
operation between the two [part of 
the eurasian continent],” he noted 
in conclusion. 

While in Milan, nazarbayev 
held a number of bilateral meet-
ings with his european and asian 
counterparts. With German chan-
cellor angela Merkel, he discussed 
strengthening trade and economic 
cooperation and exchanged views 
on the most pressing international 
security issues. With U.K. Prime 
Minister david cameron, the dis-
cussion focused on a range of issues 
in the trade, economic and invest-
ment areas, as well as international 
issues, and with  Prime Minister of 
the netherlands Mark rutte, the 

Kazakh President  negotiated on 
investment, trade, economic and en-
ergy problems. 

nazarbayev also held talks with 
Italian Prime Minister Matteo renzi 
and hungarian Prime Minister vik-
tor orban to discuss trade, econom-
ic, cultural and humanitarian issues 
and future cooperation within vari-
ous international organisations. 

among the asian leaders who 
met with President nazarbayev on 
the sidelines of the summit were 
President of south Korea Park ce-
un-hye, Japanese Prime Minister 
shinzo abe and Prime Minister of 
china li Keqiang. 

on his way back to astana, Presi-
dent nazarbayev summarised the 
results of the summit for the Kazakh 
media, noting that the talks he had 
on the sidelines of the meeting were 
aimed at expanding and deepen-
ing bilateral and multilateral coop-
eration, as well as identifying new 
ways to develop cooperation. 

“these meetings expand oppor-
tunities for attracting investment to 
Kazakhstan in the difficult situation 
in the global economy that we face 
today. Many countries are seeking 
to invest in Kazakhstan, which cre-
ates incentives for further economic 
development, new jobs and the im-
provement of the lives of our peo-
ple,” he said.

the President stressed that the 
participants of the summit in Mi-
lan discussed the settlement of the 
situation in Ukraine. he noted that 
the conflict should be resolved ex-
clusively through the negotiation 
process and that Kazakhstan was 
making every effort to support that.

the asia-europe Meeting was 
formed in 1996 and currently has 
53 partners, with croatia and Ka-
zakhstan joining at this summit. the 
forum provides a platform for fos-
tering political dialogue, reinforcing 
economic and trade cooperation and 
promoting partnership in various 

areas, including the environment, 
culture, education and social issues. 
In addition to holding government-
level meetings, aseM also brings 
together members of parliament, 
the business sector, civil society, 
academia and the media by encour-
aging people-to-people contact.

aseM partners account for 
around 60 percent of the world’s 
population, half of global gross do-
mestic product and almost 70 per-
cent of international commerce.

the aseM group includes the 
asia-europe Foundation (aseF), 
charged with promoting cultural, 
intellectual and people-to-people 
contacts between the two regions; 
the asia-europe People’s Forum 
(aeFP), a meeting point for civil 
society; the asia-europe business 
Forum (aebF), which supports 
business-to-business exchanges 
and the asia-europe Parliamentary 
Forum (aseP), which encourages 
parliamentary cooperation.

Kazakhstan Joins asem, moves to Boost 
Multilateral Cooperation in New Format

“the Western europe-Western 
china transport corridor plans to 
add a branch to the countries of the 
Persian Gulf. the branch will start 
from the territory of Kazakhstan. 
the main part on Kazakhstan’s land 
will be put into operation in 2017,” 
deputy chairman of the road com-
mittee of the Ministry of Investments 
and development amangeldy bekov 
said recently, commenting on the pre-
liminary results of construction, in-
frastructure creation and other details 
of the huge transport project. “We 
have already built 1,728 kilometres. 
by the end of 2014, we plan to open 
the road from shymkent to russia. 
Work is being carried out in four re-
gions: Kyzylorda, south Kazakhstan, 
Zhambyl and almaty. the construc-
tion of almost all road sections is 
financed through international finan-
cial institutions. It is planned to com-
plete the construction of our section 
of the corridor in 2017,” he said. ac-
cording to him, one of the difficulties 
is land acquisition, and in the south 
Kazakhstan region, judicial processes 
are still ongoing. land acquisition is 
now being transferred to local ex-
ecutive bodies and money allocated 
to the regions through the national 
budget. “there is also a shortage of 
qualified professionals. Now, by the 
decision of the government, the work 
on this corridor will attract foreign 
labour. as [the project] is a promis-
ing project with specific deadlines, 
the government decided to increase 
quotas to attract foreign high-skilled 
workers.” the project is hoping to 
attract experienced machinists and 
engineers, he said. 

Permanent representative to the 
UN from Kazakhstan Kairat Ab-
drakhmanov and his counterpart 
Kodjo Menan from togo signed a 
joint communiqué establishing dip-
lomatic relations between the two 
states on oct. 9 in new york. dur-
ing the signing ceremony, the sides 
exchanged views on current bilateral 
cooperation and its prospects and 
discussed solutions for the problems 
of landlocked countries. the two 
sides underlined the importance of 
sharing experience in economic de-
velopment and expanding contacts 
between their nations, especially 
in trade, mining, energy, access to 
regional markets and education. 
Kazakhstan also officially invited 
the government of togo to partici-
pate in the international exhibition 
eXPo 2017 in astana. Menan also 
expressed interest in Kazakhstan’s 
assistance in developing cooperation 
between the african state and cen-
tral asia. a few days later, through 
a similar ceremony, Kazakhstan es-
tablished diplomatic relations with 
Mauritius.

ambassador of Kazakhstan to 
Malaysia daniyar sarekenov met 
with attorney General of Malaysia 
tan sri abdul Gani Patail in Malay-
sia’s administrative centre on oct. 10 
to discuss expanding cooperation in 
law enforcement as stipulated by the 
joint statement issued during the offi-
cial visit of Prime Minister of Malay-
sia dato’ sri Mohd najib tun abdul 
razak to Kazakhstan in May. during 
their meeting, the ambassador and 
the attorney general also discussed 
their countries’ major threats and 
challenges and domestic and interna-
tional efforts being made to address 
them. the parties acknowledged the 
need to expand the legal framework 
for bilateral cooperation in law en-
forcement. a delegation from the 
General Prosecutor’s Office of Ka-
zakhstan will visit Malaysia on oct. 
27 and 28 to study the best Malay-
sian practices in combating religious 
extremism and terrorism. 

eXPo 2017 commissioner and 
First deputy Minister of Foreign 
affairs of Kazakhstan rapil Zho-
shybayev visited armenia, azerbai-
jan, Georgia and turkmenistan to 
distribute invitations to eXPo 2017 
and to discuss bilateral cooperation. 
In armenia, Zhoshybayev met with 
the foreign minister and minister of 
economy; in Georgia, with President 
Giorgi Margvelashvili and the min-
isters of economy and sustainable 
development and foreign affairs; in 
azerbaijan, with deputy head of the 
Presidential administration novruz 
Mamedov and the ministers of en-
ergy and culture and tourism, and in 
turkmenistan, with deputy chair-
man of the cabinet of Ministers and 
Foreign Minister rashid Meredov, 
deputy chairman of the cabinet of 
Ministers Palvan taganov and chair-
man of the chamber of commerce 
dovran orazmuradov. the countries 
discussed attracting corporate part-
nerships to eXPo 2017 and increas-
ing interparliamentary cooperation. 

President Nursultan Nazarbayev (l) and President of the European Commission 
Jose Manuel Barroso sealed an agreement opening a new stage in the relations 
between Kazakhstan and the eU.
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neWs In BRIeFKazakh Negotiations to 
Join WTO Going Well, 

Should Conclude by 
Year’s End, Says Official

By Zhanat ernst 

BRUSSElS – Kazakhstan’s 
government is committed to 
creating stable and predictable 
conditions for european inves-
tors that enhance the diversity 
of Kazakhstan’s economy while 
the country is in the final stage 
of negotiations on accession to 
the World trade organisation 
(Wto), Kazakhstan’s Minister 
for economic Integration Zhanar 
aitzhanova said after meeting 
with european commissioner for 
trade Karel de Gucht on sept. 30.

according to the minister, dur-
ing the negotiations at the eu-
ropean commission, issues of 
bilateral cooperation were dis-
cussed and significant progress 
on finalising the text of a section 
on trade and investment of the 
new enhanced Partnership and 
cooperation agreement (Pca) 
between Kazakhstan and the EU 
was made. [President nursultan 
nazarbayev of Kazakhstan trav-
elled to brussels on oct. 8-9 to 
complete the talks and sign the 
Pca with top european leaders.] 
topics such as trade, customs co-
operation, competition, technical 
regulations, food safety, intel-
lectual property, investment in 
the energy and mining sectors, as 
well as market access for goods 
and services were discussed. 

“Negotiations with [the EU 
commissioner for trade Karel] 
de Gucht were completed in ac-
cordance with our national eco-
nomic interests, as well as our 
obligations concerning Wto 

accession. a predictable climate 
and conditions conducive to in-
vestment not only in the resource 
sector, but also in manufactur-
ing, agriculture and industry, will 
be created for entrepreneurs and 
businessmen from 28 EU coun-
tries, which are the largest inves-
tors in Kazakhstan,” aitzhanova 
said. 

From 1993-2013, the gross in-
flow of direct investment from 
the EU into Kazakhstan’s econ-
omy amounted to approximately 
$87 billion. Kazakhstan’s main 
investors are the netherlands, the 
U.K., Italy and France. The vol-
ume of bilateral trade between 
Kazakhstan and the EU by the 
end of 2013 amounted to $53 bil-
lion, which is more than 40 per-
cent of Kazakhstan’s total trade 
turnover.Over the first half of 
2014, total trade with the euro-
pean Union has already exceeded 
$28 billion, which is 45 percent 
of the country’s total trade. 

“With regard to the field of 
trade and services, in respect to 
the EU, we will take the same 
obligations that will take effect 
upon the accession of Kazakh-
stan to the Wto,” aitzhanova 
explained. 

at the same time, in sectors 
of the economy suffering from 
a shortage of highly skilled la-
bourers, Kazakhstan will procure 
european staff on a contractual 
basis in areas such as information 
technology, engineering and ar-
chitecture environmental protec-
tion, and auditing services.

North Caspian May 
Contain Large,

Unexplored Oil Reserves, 
Energy Ministry Says

By dmitry lee

ASTANA – The northern caspi-
an sea may contain large amounts 
of previously unexplored oil re-
serves, the Kazakh Ministry of en-
ergy announced on oct. 1.

“computer simulations of 15 
sedimentary basins were conduct-
ed. and, according to our expec-
tations, and according to the re-
sults of computer simulations, the 
northern parts of the caspian sea 
may have large oil reserves,” said 
deputy Minister of energy of Ka-
zakhstan Magzum Mirzagaliyev, 
according to tengrinews.kz. 

Mirzagaliyev also noted that the 
project, known as eurasia, to fur-
ther explore the northern caspian’s 
oil reserves would be conducted 
in cooperation with russia. the 
project was presented to heads of 
state nursultan nazarbayev and 
vladimir Putin during an exhibi-
tion in atyrau at the end of sep-
tember.

“[the project] is now very con-
ceptual. representatives of the 
international community are in-

terested in it, as well as the rus-
sian side. It is necessary to con-
duct a very careful examination, to 
drill appraisal wells to a depth of 
15,000 metres, which will allow us 
to make all the necessary studies 
and understand how the results of 
computer simulation can be con-
firmed,” Mirzagaliyev said, adding 
that the initial cost of the project 
is estimated at about $500 million.

the eurasia project for the ex-
ploration of the deep-lying layers 
of the caspian basin was intro-
duced at the 8th eurasian Kazen-
ergy Forum, energy of the Future 
– Eurasian Perspectives, in Octo-
ber 2013. the project soon was es-
tablished as an interdepartmental 
group of the Kazakh government. 
later, a project team was formed, 
which has been dealing with initial 
organisational work to further im-
plement the project.

the project involves geologi-
cal exploration and drilling in the 
caspian basin, which is thought to 
have among the highest potential 
for oil and gas of all of Kazakh-
stan’s sedimentary basins. 

presidential Visit draws attention 
to mangistau Region’s assets

By alina Usmanova

ASTANA – During his work-
ing visit to the Mangistau region 
on oct. 1, Kazakh President nur-
sultan nazarbayev had a meeting 
with entrepreneurs and members 
of the public sector where he noted 
the positive dynamics of the de-
velopment of the region, drawing 
attention to the implemented infra-
structure projects aimed at using 
the benefits of the local area.

“on my instructions, the ca-
pacity of the aktau seaport was 
increased from 12.5 million to 16 
million tonnes and by 2020 it will 
be increased to 22 million tonnes 
of cargo per year. Iran is ready to 
buy up to 6 million tonnes of grain 
per year. agreements reached with 
Iran in this and other areas open 
up new prospects for entry into 
foreign markets. In general, tak-
ing into account the possibilities 
of the aktau seaport, our country 
has a great export potential,” naz-
arbayev said. 

the President also stressed that 
construction of a logistics centre 
in aktau, being implemented with 
the participation of azerbaijani 
investment, will pave the way for 
quality and inexpensive supplies 
of fruits and vegetables for all Ka-
zakh consumers. 

nazarbayev addressed the is-
sue of further development of the 
special economic zone (seZ) in 
aktau. 

“the seZ was established in 
2002 and they started to build in-
frastructure in 2009. The first plat-
form was finished in 2012, which 
took 7 billion tenge (US$38.5 mil-
lion) of budgetary money. howev-
er, today in the seZ, from among 
of 31 registered projects, only 
five are working. The enterprises 
produced goods worth more than 
220 billion tenge (US$1.2 billion) 
and paid almost 10 billion tenge 

(US$55 million) in taxes. There is 
the return and we should further 
realise their potential. For all other 
projects we should seriously speed 
up the work and start to attract in-
vestors,” nazarbayev said. 

he also drew attention to the im-
portance of expanding the speciali-
sation of the mining industry. 

“In the Mangistau region, there 
are significant deposits of uranium, 
strontium, manganese, copper and 
mineral salts. Many of them have 
been explored, but production is 
not conducted. Meanwhile, there 
is the potential for whole sectors 
of the metallurgical industry, creat-
ing new industrial and innovative 
projects. the region’s economy has 
kept on oil production, while the 
share of small and medium busi-
ness is only 18 percent. In this re-
gard, we should pay more attention 
to other sectors,” the President said. 

In this regard, the head of state 
pointed out the need for the devel-
opment of industries not related to 
oil, in particular logistics, transit, 
services and tourism. he called for 
the formation of an ad hoc work-
ing group and to make proposals 
for the development of the Kend-
erli tourist zone and other attrac-
tive areas after preliminary discus-
sion in the government.

nazarbayev also noted that the 
territory of the region is in the 
desert area, making it difficult for 
agriculture. 

“the area consumes 20,000 
tonnes of meat per year and pro-
duces 5,500 tonnes. the region 
gets 500 tonnes of fish per year 
and the need is 5,000 tonnes. at 
the same time, the nearby atyrau 
region is self-sufficient with all 
the necessary products includ-
ing vegetables, fruits and meat. It 
is necessary to solve problems of 
agricultural development in the 
region and this will be needed to 
connect small- and medium-sized 
businesses,” he said. 

he stressed that good fertility 
and life expectancy and reduced 
infant and maternal mortality are 
observed in the region. 

“however, the availability of 
medical staff is 20 percent below 
the average for the country. the 
shortage of places in kindergar-
tens is 12,000, which is one of 
the worst in the country, while 
this region is one of the leaders in 
the country on the inflow of peo-
ple from other regions and neigh-
bouring countries,” nazarbayev 
noted. 

according to him, the govern-
ment needs to create the conditions 
to encourage migration to other 
priority areas. 

In conclusion, nazarbayev again 
drew attention to the importance of 
attracting foreign investment and 
also pointed out the need for the 
active use of the conditions that 
have been created for the dynamic 
development of the region. 

at the meeting, regional akim 
(Governor) alik aidarbayev gave 
a report on the socio-economic 
development of the region and 
Minister for Investment and de-
velopment asset Issekeshev spoke 
about the implementation of the 
industrial and innovation pro-
gramme in the area. 

In addition, the head of state was 
presented with a plan for the con-
struction of borzhakty-yersai, a 
new railway line with a length of 
13.8 kilometres. a live video feed 
conference from the borzhakty 
station was organised, during 
which the President launched the 
construction of the railway. 

borzhakty-yersai is focused on 
providing sustainable traffic to the 
construction projects and coastal 
infrastructure of the Kuryk port, 
supporting development of Ka-
zmortransflot llP, Tengiz-Service 
llP, Globalink llP, Yersai cas-
pian contractor llP and oil trans-
shipment through the port.

according to Karim Kokrek-
bayev, akim (Governor) of the 
Zhambyl region, meat production 
is expected increase to 82,000 
tonnes – by 40 percent – in the 
region by 2020. “thanks to meas-
ures we have undertaken, meat 
production will be increased to 
82,000 tonnes … milk production 
will grow to 325,000 tonnes,” 
he said. the number of cattle of 
all types are also expected to in-
crease. however, the provision 
of milk and dairy products in the 
region remains low. a cheese fac-
tory is currently on trial in the 
region, producing 25 tonnes of 
milk annually. the region’s meat 
imports reached $0.3 million and 
dairy product imports $5.3 mil-
lion in the first seven months of 
this year.

nearly $5 billion is planned 
to be attracted to the chemical 
industry of the Zhambyl region 
through the state Programme of 
accelerated Industrial and Inno-
vative development (sPaIId), 
said akim (Governor) of the re-
gion Karim Kokrekbayev at an 
Oct. 10 briefing. “I am confident 
that the chemical industry will 
become a driving force of the 
regional economy in the future. 
thanks to the state programme 
and state support, over 900 bil-
lion [US$4.95 billion] tenge of 
investments are planned to be at-
tracted to the chemical industry of 
the Zhambyl region by 2020,” he 
said. as a result, the production 
output of the chemical industry 
in the region is expected to reach 
324 billion tenge [US$1.78 bil-
lion] by 2020, six times more than 
in 2013, increasing tax revenues 
to the regional budget from the 
chemical industry by 3.2 times, 
the akim said. 

“Modernisation of atyrau’s 
oil-processing plant will be com-
pleted by the end of 2016,” akim 
(Governor) of atyrau region bak-
tykozha Izmukhambetov said at 
an oct. 17 central communica-
tions Service (ccS) briefing. “As 
you know, all the three [refining] 
plants [in Kazakhstan] are under 
reconstruction. the reconstruc-
tion of the oil-processing plant in 
atyrau comprises two stages. the 
first stage will be finished this 
year. the project envisages the 
issue of aromatic hydrocarbons, 
benzol, paraxylene. the second 
stage will be completed by the 
end of 2016,” Izmukhambetov 
said. 

vice Minister of health and 
social development svetlana 
Zhakupova forecast pension in-
creases at a recent central com-
munications Service briefing 
(ccs). “We have developed a 
concept for modernising the pen-
sion system, which provides for 
an increase of pension payments. 
Primarily, it concerns people 
who retired in the 1990s. We are 
changing the mechanism for es-
tablishing the basic pension, so 
length of service in the soviet and 
post-soviet eras and accumula-
tions in the pension system from 
1998 will be taken into account. 
therefore, we expect pensions to 
grow. today if they get 10,450 
tenge [US$57.56], later they will 
get over 20,000 [US$110.16]. 
We expect pensions to increase 
in 2017,” Zhakupova said. ac-
cording to her, they are also con-
sidering the issue of changing 
the structure of the living wage, 
which will also affect pension 
payments. 

“as a result of improved pro-
cedures and reduced job costs, 
Zhilstroisberbank plans to reduce 
service fees by 20 percent next 
year,” aibatyr Zhumagulov, chair-
man of the board of Zhilstroisber-
bank Kazakhstan, told an oct. 
14 media briefing. “The bank 
has reached an agreement on re-
ducing tariffs for notarising real 
estate purchase and sale agree-
ments from 22,000 to 7,000 tenge 
[US$121.18 to US$38.55]. The 
service fees for evaluating com-
panies working within the afford-
able housing 2020 Programme 
were reduced from 5,000 to 2,540 
tenge [US$27.54 to US$13.99]. 
We are now negotiating the reduc-
tion of the service fees of insur-
ance companies,” he told.
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There were other officials from 
international financial institutions, 
particularly the european bank for 
reconstruction and development 
(ebrd) and the organisation of 
economic cooperation and devel-
opment (oecd), as well as top Ka-
zakh officials.  

The programme is the first trans-
formation project of such mag-
nitude in the commonwealth of 
Independent states (cIs). Its im-
plementation is expected to bring 
an additional $11 billion to Kazakh-
stan’s economy by 2020. some of 
the biggest companies have already 
implemented provisions of the pi-
lot project, including Kazakhstan’s 
temir Zholy national railway com-
pany, KazMunayGas national oil 
and gas company and Kazpost.

at the event, Kazakh President 
nursultan nazarbayev stated that 
the government sought to create 
a high-tech and highly efficient 
sovereign wealth fund that would 
increase the wealth of the state. 
“When we established samruk Ka-
zyna, we studied international ex-
perience to raise the benefit of our 
assets and to advance them to a new 
level in order to be competitive. 
Due to the international financial 
crisis, the fund had to assist in deal-
ing with its consequences and en-
tered in the assets of many second-
tier Kazakh banks, which were in 
dire straits. nowadays, samruk Ka-
zyna has already withdrawn [from 
these companies and banks] and 
has to focus on its direct mission, 
namely attracting foreign invest-
ments to manufacturing companies, 
developing new types of products 
and implementing new technolo-
gies,” he said.

the President emphasised the 
need for foreign competition for 
companies, such as KazMunayGas, 
air astana and Kazakhstan temir 
Zholy, which had leading positions 
in the cIs region. In this respect, he 
set a new challenge for Kazakh en-
terprises to enter the list of the top 
Fortune 500 companies. In his ad-
dress, he also focused on the need 
to develop the scientific and tech-
nical potential of the fund beyond 
the establishment of nazarbayev 
University and implement the Ka-
zakhstan 2050 strategy’s objective 
to raise the share of small and me-
dium-sized businesses in the GdP 
to 50 percent by 2050.

chairman of samruk Kazyna 
Umirzak Shukeyev stated that the 
fund would transform from a pas-
sive shareholder to an active in-
vestor and, therefore, was in need 
of a radical reform of the board of 
directors, for instance withdrawing 
all state officials from the board, 
reducing the number of the fund-
owned companies from 600 to 300 
and cutting down the number of 
management levels from nine to 
four. “We would set a lower limit 
for the internal rate of return for all 
subsidiary companies and obliga-
tory requirements to engage private 
companies as partners, as well as to 
transfer new technologies,” shuk-
eyev added.

shukeyev highlighted that the 
programme was aimed at the 

creation of value and the fastest 
achievement of a positive profit by 
2020. he advocated for samruk 
Kazyna to reevaluate all the key 
systems of indicative planning and 
investment strategies of subsidiary 
companies, to strengthen sectoral 
command within the fund and to 
confer to the investment commit-
tee exclusive powers on the selec-
tion and implementation of big 
projects and the use of fund budg-
ets and subsidiary companies. to 
that end, the programme proposed 
completely revising the fund’s as-
sets, determining the best structure 
of portfolio through restructuring, 
privatisation, merger and takeover, 
disposing of inefficient assets in 
traditional sectors and establishing 
new enterprises in the energy, met-
allurgy and chemical fields as well 
as tourism and green economy in-
dustries. 

In turn, international and Kazakh 
experts emphasised that in general, 
implementation of the programme 
would benefit the fund as well as 
Kazakhstan’s economy. With the 
fund being the owner of the larg-
est strategic national companies in 
various industries, the modernisa-
tion of the economy was impos-
sible without the modernisation of 
the fund.

barton highlighted four main 
factors, which should be taken into 
consideration for the success of the 
samruk Kazyna transformation. 
First, using an analytical approach 
the fund and its subsidiary compa-
nies should elaborate in detail their 
initiatives set by the programme 
in three main directions of trans-
formation: management, portfolio 
restructuring and value creation. 
second, members of the board of 
directors and executives of sub-
sidiary companies should actively 
participate in the process of plan-
ning. third, the fund should at-
tract active and competent people 
to the board and executive team to 
elaborate and implement the pro-
gramme. Fourth, the programme 
needs the support of high execu-
tives, such as the President and 
Prime Minister.

larissa Zyamzina, advisor to 
shukeyev, noted that a programme 
of such scale was an unprecedented 
project in the cIs. she stated that 
the fund sought to advance the ef-
ficiency of its subsidiary compa-
nies through reengineering projects 
and was expecting results in two to 
three years. 

samruk Kazyna is the owner of 
the largest strategic national com-
panies in various industries, includ-
ing oil and gas, nuclear power, min-
ing, communications and mail, and 
one of the biggest employers in the 
state, with 350,000 employees. the 
fund directly adds 2.5 trillion tenge 
(US$13.8 billion) to the country’s 
GdP and its total cost amounts to 
around $100 billion. approximate-
ly one quarter of all investment in 
Kazakhstan is carried out by the 
subsidiaries of the fund.

the plans for implementation 
of the transformation programme 
were announced in late February, 
with Nazarbayev instructing to fi-
nalise the document by september 
of this year. 

Officials Unveil 
Details of 

Samruk Kazyna 
Transformation

pavlodar seZ, 
Three new chemical 
Companies to Further 
Kazakhstan 2050 Strategy

By sergey Gorbunov

PAVlODAR – Nurlan Kapp-
arov, head of Kazatomprom, the 
national atomic company, and 
Kanat bozumbayev, akim (Gov-
ernor) of the Pavlodar region, held 
a meeting in late september with 
representatives of the German 
company sas chemieanlagenbau 
chemnitz Gmbh to discuss crea-
tion of new chemical productions 
in the territory of the region’s spe-
cial economic Zone (seZ).

these negotiations have gone 
unnoticed by the general public and 
yet they show that the Kazakhstan 
2050 strategy, which proclaimed 
the further industrialisation of the 
country, is working and foreign 
companies are attracted to its im-
plementation. 

an example of this is the Pav-
lodar seZ created on nov. 29, 
2011 in accordance with a presi-
dential decree, which not only 
takes on the responsibility of 
erecting new production facili-
ties but has also released its first 
production. similarly, many fa-
cilities are under construction. the 
purpose of creating the seZ was 
multi-faceted, taking into account 
the internal and external interests 
of the state. this includes the de-
velopment of chemical and petro-
chemical industries, in particular, 
production of export products with 
high-added value using modern 
technologies, and implementation 
of breakthrough investment, re-
search, scientific and technologi-
cal innovation projects within the 
development of priority sectors 
with high redistribution. Much at-
tention is paid to the creation of a 
favourable investment climate and 
attracting domestic and foreign in-
vestments for the implementation 
of investment projects and inte-
grated development of the chemi-
cal industry on the basis of public-
private partnership. 

Forty-five companies have al-
ready expressed their wish and 
registered for participation in such 
a programme. the total investment 
planned for the start of produc-
tion is 341.2 billion tenge (US$1.9 
billion) with the creation of more 
than 3,000 new jobs. despite the 
absence of funds in 2012 and 2013 
for the construction of infrastruc-
ture, three companies already oper-
ate in the seZ and work on three 
productions will be completed this 
year. the current projects include 
the production workshop of inhib-
ited hydrochloric acid (caustic), 
production of household chemicals 
(Belizna-PV llP) and start of the 
release of disinfectants (bo-na 
llP). 

by the end of the year three more 
companies are expected to be intro-
duced into operation – UPNK-PV 
llP, the plant on the calcination 
of petroleum coke, agroKhimPro-
gress llP, which will complete a 
project for the production of agro-
chemical products, and Khimsbyt-
PV llP, which will introduce the 
capacity to produce products like 
polyvinyl chloride, antifreeze and 
an inhibitor deposition of min-
eral salts and rooting system. the 
total investment for the above 

six projects is 39.9 billion tenge 
(US$219.4 million). 

In addition to these projects, the 
basic enterprise of the “Pavlodar” 
seZ, caustic Jsc, together with 
the Kazatomprom, plans to imple-
ment ten projects in 2015-2018, 
including the sulphuric acid plant. 

a presentation of projects for the 
production of polyaluminium chlo-
ride and calcium chloride was held 
during the negotiations with the 
management of cac chemiean-
lagenbau chemnitz Gmbh. ac-
cording to the German side, these 
reagents are less harmful to the hu-
man body compared to the chemi-
cals used in Kazakhstan for the 
purification of drinking water and 
thawing roads in the winter. Polya-
luminum chloride is a highly effec-
tive flocculant for water purifica-
tion, which takes a large number 
of soluble particles in an insoluble 
form and derives turbidity from 
various types of solutions. 

calcium chloride is used in the 
preparation of solutions for well 
drilling, as well as for thawing and 
drying winter roads, and is also 
used as a fixant and reaction accel-
erator for concrete curing. these 
reagents are both currently being 
used in manufactured products and 
their need in future production will 
make them in demand in Kazakh-
stan and neighbouring countries. 
therefore, the task is set to acceler-
ate construction of the seZ’s pri-
mary facilities. In the current year, 
3.5 billion tenge (US$19.2 million) 
was allocated from the national 
budget for creation of infrastruc-
ture in the seZ. these funds will 
be used for the construction of a 
customs terminal, electric supply 
and installation of fences within 
the seZ, as well as for treatment 
facilities. 

currently, the construction of 
infrastructure facilities is being 
conducted according to schedule. 
Work on the second-floor masonry 
exterior walls was completed in 
the customs terminal, the installa-
tion of plates was done and parti-
tions and walls with window units 
are being installed. excavation and 
pipe fitting are carried out on the 
technical water supply and pneu-
matic tests were conducted. In ad-
dition, the seZ territory fence is 
being mounted. 

the works on supply and waste-
water treatment plants of domestic 
wastewater will be completed in 
2015. Work is currently underway 
on the installation of reinforced con-
crete poles and supports, the fence 
on the treatment plant construction 
site was installed and the top soil 
was truncated. according to the data 
at the beginning of october, 40.2 
percent of the allocated 3.5 billion 
tenge (US$19.2 million) was spent.

the start of the seZ is the begin-
ning of a huge volume of produc-
tion and the economic importance 
of a petrochemical cluster with high 
export potential. the neighbouring 
Pavlodar Petrochemical Plant will 
begin a large-scale reconstruction 
of the company, which in three 
years will produce high-production 
level euro-4 standard gasoline and 
euro-5 standard diesel. 

the upgrading of the petrochem-
ical plant will enable further pro-
cessing of oil products and receipt 
of goods with high-added value. 

Neftekhim llP achieved signifi-
cant results, which is also included 
in the seZ petrochemical cluster. 
today the neftekhim, in technol-
ogy partnership with Pavlodar 
Petrochemical Plant, produces 
methyl-tert-butyl ether (an additive 
for high octane gasoline), propyl-
ene and polypropylene, which are 
sold not only in Kazakhstan but in 
countries near and far. a workshop 
for production of flexible packag-
ing made of polymeric material 
was launched. 

In December, Petrochem lTD 
will launch the production of 
47,807 tonnes of granulated poly-
propylene. this project will pro-
vide complete recycling of poly-
propylene powder in granular form, 
with its subsequent processing into 
finished plastic products, enhanc-
ing the country’s competitiveness 
in the international market.

the petrochemical seZ is no sin-
gle oasis of industrial breakthrough 
in the regional centre. Within the 
cluster development of the econo-
my, the formation of an aluminum 
sub-zone has already begun. alu-
minum from the Kazakhstan elec-
trolysis Plant Jsc will be used to 
create new industries for high re-
distribution and this trend is also 
being implemented within the Ka-
zakhstan 2050 strategy.

peugeot to produce Two new 
car models in Kostanai

By assel yessetova 

Peugeot plans to begin produc-
tion on two new cars in Kostanai 
that will be available for sale as 
early as spring 2015, according to 
the website of the allurGroup. 

the two new cars, Peugeot 508 and 
2008, were presented at the recent 
second astana International auto sa-
lon (aIas) and will be manufactured 
at the agromashholding facilities. 

Production of the Peugeot 2008 
at the Kostanai plant will start at 
the end of January 2015, and the 
cars will go on sale in early spring. 
the price of this urban crossover 
will start at $21,000 and include a 
1.6-liter engine with four and five 
speed manual and automatic trans-
missions. the cars will be avail-
able in the standard access and 
upgraded allure models. 

a restyled version of the Peuge-

ot 508 will come off the assembly 
line of the agromashholding plant 
in Kostanai by the spring of next 
year, and by mid-spring the model 
will go on sale. the cost of the car 
in the updated version will start 
from $30,000. the world premiere 
of the restyled model of the Peuge-
ot 508 was held at the Moscow In-
ternational Motor show in august, 
and a month later it was shown in 
Kazakhstan.

Kazakh, German companies are set to build a chemical production line.

“Within the privatisation pro-
gramme, three companies of Ka-
zakhstan temir Zholy were sold 
for 2.6 billion tenge [US$14.32 
million],” the samruk Kazyna 
national Welfare Fund press ser-
vice noted on oct. 16. according 
to serikbek yelshibekov, general 
director of samruk Kazyna con-
tract llP, seven companies were 
put to electronic tender. “elec-
tronic tenders for bas balkhash 
2004 llP, Birzhan Atyrau llP, 
Gasyr-Mangistau llP and Ak 
Beren llP were not held be-
cause of an absence of registered 
participants. however, yertys 
Service llP, MAK-Yekibastuz 
llP and Kazykurt-South llP 
were sold for 2.6 billion tenge,” 
yelshibekov said. yertys service 
was sold for 703.8 million tenge 
(US$3.87 million), which was 15 
percent higher than the starting 
price, Kazykurt-south was sold 
for 960.5 million tenge (US$5.29 
million), 1.6 times higher than 
the starting price and MaK-
yekibastuz for 1.02 billion tenge 
(US$5.61 million), 3.6 times 
higher than the starting price. 
Four investors were interested in 
the purchase of yertys service, 
seven in Kazykurt-south and six 
in MaK-yekibastuz. the poten-
tial buyers increased the price 
12, 50 and 55 times, respectively, 
which indicates a high interest 
in the assets. Kazykurt-south 
and yertys service are involved 
in the preparation of railway 
tanks for petroleum products, 
while MaK-yekibastuz repairs 
technical coaches and diesel 
and electric trains. “the closure 
of transactions to sell the com-
panies is expected within two 
months,”  yelshibekov said. the 
government and samruk Kazy-
na developed a comprehensive 
privatisation plan for the fund 
for 2014-2016. the programme 
is designed to reduce state in-
volvement in the economy and 
strengthen its foundations. Previ-
ously, six companies were sold 
for 836 million tenge (US$4.6 
million) under the programme.

“over 457,000 hectares of 
unused agricultural land was re-
turned to the state land fund in 
the Zhambyl region,” said akim 
(Governor) of the region Karim 
Kokrekbayev at an oct. 10 me-
dia briefing. “As a result of the 
land inventory of 2011-2013, 
about 547,000 hectares of idle 
agricultural land was detected. 
this includes 169,000 hectares 
of cropland and 10,200 hectares 
of irrigated land. as a result of 
undertaken measures, 457,000 
hectares of unused agricultural 
land, including 91,900 hectares 
of cropland, was returned to the 
state land fund,” Kokrekbayev 
said. another 173,000 hectares 
of land, including 64,400 hec-
tares of cropland, was returned to 
agriculture. It is also planned to 
create a vegetable and fruit clus-
ter in the shu district that is ex-
pected to double the production 
of vegetables and fruits by 2020, 
he said.

“the affordable housing Pro-
gramme reduces the load on the 
national budget and provides for 
the growth of the volume of hous-
ing,” deputy head of the board 
of the housing construction sav-
ings bank of Kazakhstan yerbol 
Karashukeyev said at an oct. 14 
central communications ser-
vice (ccS) media briefing. “The 
uniqueness of our system is that 
after financing, the funds are re-
turned to the administration quite 
quickly. For example, local ex-
ecutive bodies allocated 30 billion 
tenge [US$165.24 million] for the 
construction of housing in 2015, 
and the bank has already returned 
30 billion tenge this year,” he not-
ed. “thus, the funds are not lost in 
the process, but can be used again,” 
he said, increasing the multiplica-
tive effect of one invested tenge.

according to the short-term 
energy outlook published on oct. 
7 by the U.S. Energy Information 
administration (eIa), Kazakh-
stan’s oil output will remain sta-
ble at 1.72 million barrels per day 
in 2014.



A6

Wednesday, october 22, 2014

ediTorial&opinions

The asTana Times

Editor-in-Chief: Roman Vassilenko
Managing Editor: Tatiana Kostina
18a Pobeda Avenue Astana, 010000 
Telephone/Facsimile: +7 7172 32 17 29
Distribution in Astana: +7 7172 44 51 53

Publisher: Svezhaya Pressa LLP
News and Editorial: +7 701 575 1055
Advertising: +7 727 252 08 82
E-mail: info@astanatimes.com
KazPost Subscription index: 64572

Advertiser bears responsibility for the content of advertisements. The news-
paper does not answer the readers’ letters, does not mail them, does not 
consider copies the size of over 5 printed pages, does not review and does 
not return the materials not ordered by the newspaper. Guest opinions do not 
necessarily reflect the newspaper’s opinion. For reprinting, permissions must 
be sought and obtained first from The Astana Times, and reference must be 
made to “The Astana Times”. 

The Astana Times is printed at “Media Holding “ERNUR” LLP, 30 Sileti 
Street, Astana.

The Astana Times is published since November 2010. The Astana Times is 
re-registered by the Ministry of Communications and Information of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan under the registration No. 14037-G of 20 December 2013.

The newspaper is typed and made into pages at the computer centre of “Ka- 
zakhstanskaya Pravda”. Published biweekly, the size of 8 pages.

order: 982                    prinT run: 6,000

Kazakhstan moves Forward with setting 
up Development Assistance Agency

By malika orazgaliyeva

ASTANA – In an interview with 
this newspaper, First deputy Min-
ister of Foreign affairs of Kazakh-
stan rapil Zhoshybayev addressed a 
number of topics, including the pro-
cess to create a permanent structure 
to oversee Kazakhstan’s develop-
ment assistance to foreign countries, 
provisionally called KazaId, the 
Kazakhstan agency for Internation-
al development. 

Recently, the United Na-
tions Development Programme 
(UNDP) Resident Representa-
tive in Kazakhstan Stephen Tull 
talked about activities on the es-
tablishment of a system of official 
development assistance (ODA) in 
Kazakhstan. How would you com-
ment on this?

Indeed, today the Ministry of For-
eign affairs, together with relevant 
state bodies and our international 
partners, the main of which being 
UNDP, are working on this matter. 

the initial step was the devel-
opment of a concept of efforts of 
the republic of Kazakhstan in the 
sphere of official development as-
sistance, which is a comprehensive 
strategic vision of the development 
of national policy in the field of fi-
nancial, technical and other assis-
tance to foreign countries. 

since its approval by the head of 
the state in april 2013, activities 
focused on the implementation of 
the main provisions of this concept 
document have been conducted. a 
roadmap which provides a list of 
specific measures aimed at creating 
a national system of oda was de-
veloped and is being implemented. 

because of the freshness of this 
field for our young state, first of all, 
we were faced with the need for the 
legal definition of the category of 
oda and legislative regulation of 
the respective relations. 

to this end, we have developed 
a draft law of the republic of Ka-
zakhstan “On official development 
assistance,” which is currently in 
the process of parliamentary ap-
proval. later this month, according 
to the bills scheduled for 2014, we 
are preparing to work with our par-
liamentarians to finalise this law. I 
am confident that we will gain their 
understanding because of the impor-
tance of this issue in the context of 
the complex challenges facing our 

country in the framework of Ka-
zakhstan 2050 strategy.

the participation of authoritative 
international partners such as UNDP 
has allowed us to ensure the best 
global practices at all stages of the 
preparation of the draft law.

Why should Kazakhstan take 
care of the countries in the region 
and the world as a whole? 

Of course, at first glance it may 
seem that oda aimed exclusively 
at promoting other countries diverts 
resources away from pressing do-
mestic problems. 

International experience shows, 
however, that oda is an effective 
mechanism for improving the stabil-
ity and prosperity in the region and 
the whole world. In fact, it is another 
tool to create favourable external 
conditions for the development of 
the country. that is why many coun-
tries formed national systems of 
oda in the past century. 

the presence of the national sys-
tem of international development 
assistance is one of the essential at-
tributes of the states which seek to 
become among the most-developed 
countries of the world. With eco-
nomic development and growth 
of the international prestige of the 
country, the responsibility of Ka-
zakhstan for ensuring international 
and regional security and stability 
increases.

Moreover, the system of oda will 
provide the creation of favourable 
external conditions for the success-
ful implementation of Kazakhstan 
2050 strategy and achievement of a 
high living standard for the popula-
tion of Kazakhstan. 

the establishment of a national 
system of oda will be a clear exam-
ple of the formation of a new phase 
in the development of Kazakhstan 
as an established state, as well as 
demonstrate the country’s maturity 
and responsibility for regional and 
global sustainable development, 
peace and stability. no country can 
develop in isolation and not depend 
on external conditions.

It is no coincidence President 
nursultan nazarbayev, at the open-
ing plenary session of the 7th astana 
economic Forum on May 23, said, 
“It is impossible to live in harmony 
and prosperity in a globalised world 
when there are serious problems in 
the world, especially in the neigh-
bouring countries. The fire of their 
conflicts can come to any country. 
... Kazakhstan entered the top five 
fastest-growing countries over the 
past decade and a half. We adopted 
the Kazakhstan 2050 strategy and 
now are implementing serious ac-
tions on comprehensive modernisa-
tion. We aim to become one of the 
30 most-developed countries in the 
world. and we intend to achieve 
these goals in a tight integration 
with our neighbours. We care about 
what is happening in our region. 
Growth due to separation from our 
neighbours, due to their ‘sinking’ 
into chaos and disorder, ultimately 
makes us weaker in the region and 
the world as a whole.”

As an ordinary citizen, I’m inter-
ested in the costs of official develop-
ment assistance. What is your point 
of view?

Kazakhstan has already been pro-
viding oda for the last 10 years 
in the framework of international 
agreements and treaties. according 
to UNDP statistics in the context 
of development assistance, which 
statistically includes humanitarian 
assistance, Kazakhstan ranks first 
among the central asian states, hav-
ing allocated more than $100 million 
for oda during the last 10 years.

another matter is that this work 
was often carried out unsystem-
atically in the framework of one-off 
initiatives. now we are raising it to a 
completely new level.

all oda will be provided in ac-
cordance with the Foreign Policy 
concept of Kazakhstan. there is a 
proposal to legislate the main objec-
tives, missions, principles and secto-

ral priorities of oda, differentiate 
competences between governmental 
bodies and establish a special or-
ganisation under the MFa, which 
will work as an operator in the field 
of oda with a working title of Ka-
zaId.

Moreover, KazaId will not be-
come a charitable organisation 
providing funds at the disposal of 
foreign governments. KazaId will 
provide carefully-planned, targeted 
support to projects which are able 
to contribute effectively to the de-
velopment of regional economy, 
safety and people’s well-being. We 
will cooperate with foreign states 
and regional organisations to choose 
the most attractive projects, as well 
as collaborate with Kazakhstan’s 
companies and nGos to apply their 
experience and knowledge. 

KazaId’s activity and funded 
projects will be closely evaluated 
on a regular basis to ensure achieve-
ment of the objectives of the pro-
gramme and verifying efficient and 
rational use of funds.

In general, we don’t plan to in-
crease the existing cost side in the 
near future. First of all, we are 
tasked to gather oda carried out by 
various governmental bodies under 
one roof in order to maximize the 
benefits of our projects and guaran-
tee the effective use of funds. this 
will be adjusted under the unfavour-
able conditions budget of oda, but 
all of it in the future.

We know that Kazakhstan pro-
vides humanitarian assistance in 
the form of essential commodities, 
food, clothing, etc. What kind of as-
sistance will be provided within the 
framework of ODA?

For the 20 years of its independ-
ence, Kazakhstan has accumulated 
extensive experience in the field of 
reforms; for instance, the principle 
of a one-stop shop implemented in 
the framework of citizen service 
centres. also let’s recall how we 
received passports 15 years ago. 
sometimes people had to start queu-
ing at six in the morning, while 
nowadays the procedure of get-
ting an identity card is very simple. 
We have enough similar examples 
concerning e-government, the tax 
system, education and health care, 
support of small- and medium-sized 
enterprises, investment and so on. 
We have experience to share and this 
experience will be demanded. 

Rapil Zhoshybayev

Transcontinental 
connectivity as the 
Best Way to make 

Benefit for All
a multi-vector foreign policy has always been a priority 

for Kazakhstan. since independence, the government has 
signed a multitude of treaties establishing partnerships and 
working relations with neighbours far and wide. 

organisations such as the commonwealth of Independent states 
(cIs), the collective security treaty organisation (csto), the eur-
asian economic community (eec), shanghai cooperation organi-
sation (ScO), the UN, the Asian Development Bank, the European 
bank for reconstruction and development (ebrd), the World bank, 
and many others know Kazakhstan to be a reliable and predictable 
partner that manages to balance interests and agendas while pursuing 
its own development goals. the most recent accession to the asia-
europe Meeting (aseM), which took place at the Milan summit on 
oct. 16-17, follows that path of dialogue and international coopera-
tion.

Kazakhstan aims to build interconnections in central eurasia and 
provide connectivity between east and West, north and south. Major 
projects in partnership with china, russia, european states and the 
United States demonstrate success in this respect. As President Nur-
sultan nazarbayev stated during the aseM Milan summit, the task 
is to find joint responses to modern challenges and threats, which 
means states in europe and asia unifying their agendas. the ebola 
epidemic, the conflict in eastern Ukraine and the evolution of ISIS 
are the latest and loudest issues that need to be addressed systemati-
cally and conjointly. 

the most effective way to overcome the international crisis, ac-
cording to President nazarbayev, is to use the integration potential of 
the eurasian region. he called for a change in the paradigm of inter-
national cooperation, which involves taking real action in matters of 
elimination of protectionist barriers, opening markets and increasing 
bilateral trade. current sanctions against partner states can affect 
Kazakhstan in unpredictable ways and are counter-productive to the 
world economy. 

he also pointed out the need for the transformation of the global 
financial architecture in general so as to overcome imbalances in the 
financial sector and develop an effective model for the regulation of in-
ternational capital flows. In today’s turbulent world, there is a need for 
new financial bridges, and regional financial centres, such as Almaty, 
have lot of potential to be the new spaces for business. the effects of 
the global financial crisis are still having a negative impact on interna-
tional markets and stimulating them needs to be a cooperative effort.

Kazakhstan is also interested in strengthening the transport and 
transit infrastructure, in particular, the revival of the silk road, 
which will provide the shortest way between europe and asia. the 
Western china-Western europe highway megaproject is part of 
that eurasian integration vision promoted by Kazakhstan and other 
continental countries. beyond bricks and mortar, a modernised 
world order also needs to provide a system of fair access to modern 
technology and energy resources. Kazakhstan, being a stable supplier 
of energy to europe and asia, is making efforts to further diversify 
energy routes. 

creating a continental infrastructure, a key element of which is to 
become the Eurasian Economic Union, is a priority for the sustain-
able development of the region.

It is worth noting that the participants of the Milan summit widely 
discussed the situation in Ukraine. Nazarbayev noted that the conflict 
should be resolved exclusively through the negotiation process, and 
Kazakhstan, for its part, is making all the necessary efforts. 

of all the countries in central asia, only Kazakhstan has been 
invited to the aseM summit, which was attended by the heads of 
state and government of more than 50 countries. this demonstrates 
the level of trust placed on the country and involves Kazakhstan in 
the most relevant discussions. 

such forums provide an opportunity to exchange views on topical 
issues with other heads of state. In particular, at the summit, Presi-
dent nazarbayev held meetings with the leaders of britain, Japan, 
Germany, china, south Korea, hungary, Italy and the netherlands 
aimed at expanding collaboration, as well as identifying new ways of 
development cooperation. 

“these meetings raised the prestige of our country in the world, 
expanding opportunities for attracting investment in Kazakhstan in a 
difficult situation in the global economy, as well as form a favourable 
attitude towards our country. Many countries are seeking to invest 
in Kazakhstan, which creates incentives for economic development, 
create new jobs and improve the lives of our people,” nazarbayev 
said afterwards. 

as a reliable partner on the world stage and a full member of the 
asia-europe Meeting forum, Kazakhstan is ready to provide all pos-
sible support to promoting dialogue and cooperation on the conti-
nent.

It is the policy of Kazakhstan to be flexible and continue with 
a multi-vector approach. as such, the country will continue to 
strengthen relations with russia in all spheres of political, eco-
nomic, trade and cultural cooperation on the basis of the treaty on 
Good-neighborliness and alliance in the 21st century. It will also 
deepen the comprehensive strategic partnership with china within 
the framework of high-level political dialogue. developing energy, 
investment, technology, trade and economic, cultural and humanitar-
ian cooperation with china is as important as maintaining full-scale 
relations with the European Union – the largest economic, trade and 
investment partner of Kazakhstan, with whom Kazakhstan has just 
agreed on a new enhanced Partnership and cooperation agreement. 

Recent developments in Kazakhstan’s foreign and trade policies, – 
from its joining the Eurasian Economic Union with Russia and Bela-
rus and completing the talks on a new agreement with the european 
Union, to acceding to the ASEM forum and building the physical 
transcontinental infrastructure – all point to the steady progress Ka-
zakhstan has been making in realising its overarching goal of turning 
its landlocked position in the heart of eurasia from an impediment 
into an advantage, benefitting not only itself but everybody around. 

Asia-Europe People’s Forum: 
an eyewitness account

By shavkat sabirov

As the proverb goes, “the first im-
pressions are the most lasting.” 

For the first time this year, repre-
sentatives of Kazakhstan’s civil soci-
ety attended the asia-europe People’s 
Forum (aePF). 

For 20 years now, this forum of 
nongovernmental organisations 
has been organised on the eve of 
the asia-europe Meeting summit 
(aseM). the 10th aePF in Milan 
on oct. 9-12 brought together more 
than 150 civil society activists from 
across two continents. despite its of-
ficial-sounding name and huge num-
ber of guests, it was very easy to reg-
ister for the event. a registration fee 
of 20 euros and confirmation of my 
name (without even mentioning the 
name of your nGo) and country on 
a badge gave me access to the forum.

an ordinary room, simple plastic 
chairs, a table covered with a cloth, a 
microphone and equipment that con-
stantly went haywire convinced me 
even more that major summits can be 
carried out on a global scale in very 
simple and natural ways.

there was only one working lan-
guage at the forum, english, but 
since the event took place in Italy, 
translation was available from Ital-
ian into english, which, I guess, is 
the correct thing to do.

the programme and working sec-
tions were devoted to the most urgent 

challenges faced by the international 
community: peace and security in 
asia and europe, nuclear weapons 
and weapons of mass destruction, 
democracy and human rights, social 
security for all and the right to work, 
waste disposal and more.

Unable to grasp such immense top-
ics, I had to choose something spe-
cific. I chose two thematic sessions on 
weapons of mass destruction and on 
human rights and democracy.

I must say, the atmosphere at the 
event itself was friendly and some-
times even homey. Participants greet-
ed each other warmly and kindly, 
got acquainted and discussed press-
ing issues and various problems. In 
the beginning, I was approached by 
many people who simply held out 
their hands and introduced them-
selves and their country. At first, I 
felt ill at ease, as we have lost the 
habit of such simple communication. 

but in a few moments these feelings 
passed, and I started feeling com-
fortable and introduced myself with 
great pleasure in the same way.

the plenary sessions were held 
in the same style. nobody hur-
ried, speakers contributed on equal 
terms, asking questions of the au-
dience and delivering speeches 
without reading them. My personal 
experience of participation in inter-
national events allowed me to eval-
uate all aspects of the forum calmly 
and without haste. speakers, in fact, 
were talking about well-known and 
well-understood things. Much was 
already known to me, and it was not 
necessary to write anything down, 
though the audience took careful 
notes during the speeches.

I would like to specifically high-
light a plenary meeting devoted to 
“Peace and security in asia and 
europe.” It is no secret that today 
numerous conflicts affect the lives 
of people in asia and europe. these 
conflicts, in turn, affect the territory 
and borders of many countries, lead 
to ethnic tensions and migration and 
eventually result in terrorism. Forum 
participants tried to find out which is 
more important, a policy of war or a 
strategy of peace? how long can we 
increase military budgets at a time 
when the whole world is struggling 
economically? a separate report was 
devoted to the policy of disarmament 
and conflict prevention in Asia and 

europe, as well as unresolved frozen 
conflicts.

It was impressive to see how civil 
society organisations from different 
countries can discuss and draw up 
possible solutions (sometimes even 
controversial ones) to the toughest 
crises in our world.

For example, in a thematic session 
on nuclear and other weapons of mass 
destruction, a representative of an 
nGo from India expressed his opinion 
on how to avoid conflict between India 
and Pakistan, while an nGo repre-
sentative from south Korea explained 
the situation between his country and 
north Korea. three hours passed in 
the blink of an eye. Given the floor 
first at the beginning of the section, I 
spoke as a representative of a Kazakh 
nGo about Kazakhstan’s promotion 
of a nuclear-weapons-free world, the 
atoM Project, the collection of signa-
tures on the project’s website and that 
more than 95,000 people have already 
signed its online petition. Participants 
of the session were surprised and 
pleased to learn about the noble initia-
tive. I hope at the next forum, we will 
be able to organise a special session on 
Kazakhstan’s disarmament policy.

over recent years, we’ve gotten 
used to organising such large-scale 
events with a great number of partici-
pants, including many notables and 
celebrities. but we should remember 
that events of this kind are organ-
ised not so much for a good venue 
and beautiful badges, but for making 
some substantial contribution.

the 10th asia-europe People’s Fo-
rum in Milan was truly a forum by the 
people and for the people.

The author is president of the In-
ternet association of Kazakhstan.



A7

Wednesday, october 22, 2014

opinions

British-Kazakh Legal Cooperation Should Be Enhanced
By lord edward Faulks

I am delighted to be making my 
first visit to Kazakhstan, a country 
with which the U.K. has a rapidly 
growing bilateral relationship. It is 
also my first opportunity to see vi-
brant new astana, much of which 
reflects the work of U.K. architects.

Following the british Prime Min-
ister’s visit to Kazakhstan in 2013, 
trade deals worth £2 billion were 
signed. I want to see this level of 
interaction between our two coun-
tries continue, benefiting both our 
economies.

last month during the visit of the 
lord Mayor of the city of london, 
the british embassy organised le-
gal seminars in almaty and astana 
under the global U.K. government 
Great campaign. In cooperation 
with the British-Kazakh law As-

sociation and the law Society of 
England and Wales, U.K. and Ka-
zakh experts shared with 100 Ka-
zakh and international lawyers the 
best worldwide practice in corpo-
rate governance. The U.K. has long 
been a centre of international legal 

expertise, and in addition to my 
meetings with Kazakh ministers, I 
aim to enhance the relationship be-
tween our legal services industries 
during my visit. 

there are already many positive 
and productive links between Ka-
zakhstan and the U.K. in the legal 
sector, with a number of U.K. law 
firms operating in Almaty. Similarly 
I am delighted that respected Kazakh 
firms also have offices in london.

I also plan to discuss recent legal 
changes in Kazakhstan and progress 
on judicial co-operation with civil 
society representatives and govern-
ment ministers. 

We in the U.K. are proud of our 
international legal reputation. In 
February next year we will host the 
first Global law Summit, an unri-
valled international gathering which 
will discuss how rule of law is es-

sential for economic growth as well 
as being the foundation for a strong 
and prosperous society.

this world-class event will draw 
on the U.K.’s legal expertise, which 
is based on our long history of free-
dom and justice, founded in the 
Magna carta 800 years ago. It will 
also provide a platform where inter-
national legal professionals can hear 
from high-profile world experts and 
discuss issues like global commerce 
and dispute resolution.

english law, like the english lan-
guage, is commonly used in global 
commerce and international dispute 
resolution, and london has long 
been recognised as a primary centre 
for international and commercial lit-
igation and arbitration. today, com-
panies are twice as likely to choose 
english law over other governing 
laws for arbitration.

In addition, the U.K. allows virtu-
ally unrestricted access for foreign 
law firms. There are over 200 for-
eign law firms in the U.K. and many 
of these firms derive a large propor-
tion of their overall turnover from 
business conducted in london.

although known internationally 
as a financial centre, london is now 
as much a legal centre, with an unri-
valled mix of judicial expertise in the 
fields of finance, business and prop-
erty. as a consequence, doing busi-
ness and resolving disputes in the 
U.K. is quicker and cheaper – saving 
businesses up to £1.4bn a year – but 
still resulting in cast-iron judgments 
that are respected around the world.

The U.K. is home to three of the 
largest five global 100 law firms, 
based on head-count. 

Foreign businesses – including 
many from Kazakhstan – recog-

nise the considerable strength of 
the U.K.’s legal services sector. For 
example, around 75% of the claims 
brought to england and Wales’ 
commercial court involve overseas 
parties.

The U.K.’s strength is based on 
the impartiality of its legal systems, 
the reliability and predictability of 
the law, the distinction and expe-
rience of its practitioners and the 
wide range of dispute resolution op-
tions available to clients.

Business comes to the U.K. 
because it knows that it will find 
world class, highly specialised, 
commercially focussed and in-
novative lawyers, mediators and 
arbitrators. It understands that a 
decision from a court in one of the 
U.K. jurisdictions carries a global 
guarantee of judicial excellence 
and integrity.

Kazakhstan’s Market Economy: 
Key milestones and achievements

By Roman Vakulchuk

In my new book, “Kazakhstan’s 
emerging economy: between 
state and Market,” I study the 
type of market economy that has 
evolved in Kazakhstan since 1991 
by focusing on the interaction be-
tween the state and private busi-
ness. 

today, Kazakhstan is considered 
to be the most successful market 
reformer among the post-soviet 
countries. Kazakhstan’s transition 
has been unique in many respects. 
First, the economy was in crisis in 
the early 1990s, inflation reached 
four-digit figures, unemployment 
rates were high and future econom-
ic prospects were uncertain. how-
ever, since 2000, Kazakhstan has 
achieved high economic growth 

and the economic well-being of the 
population has improved. true, the 
development and export of energy 
resources helped the country re-

cover from the economic collapse 
of the 1990s. on the other hand, we 
should bear in mind that without 
the appropriate market-oriented in-
stitutions responsible for economic 
policy-making and improving the 
business climate, the management 
of energy resources would hardly 
have proven successful and sus-
tainable. despite depending on 
the export of energy resources, the 
government has established effec-
tive political and economic institu-
tions that have helped the country 
avoid the ‘resource curse’ and at-
tract significant foreign direct in-
vestment.

second, unlike other resource-
rich countries, which usually re-
strict access to foreign investors, 
Kazakhstan has been open to for-

eign companies and investment 
from the very beginning. In partic-
ular, it largely privatised its energy 
sector and attracted foreign capi-
tal for developing the economy. 
Moreover, Kazakhstan has active-
ly learned from the experiences of 
other countries in implementing 
economic policies. these meas-
ures helped to achieve progress in 
implementing market reforms. 

third, over the years of inde-
pendence, a new culture of state-
business interaction based on 
mutual dialogue has emerged in 
Kazakhstan. communication plat-
forms were established where two 
parties exchange information, dis-
cuss joint projects and solve prob-
lems. Despite existing difficulties 
in the private sector, many issues 

are solved successfully through 
this dialogue.

I would like to stress two main 
conclusions of my work. First of 
all, from the point of view of the 
rules of the game, the economy of 
Kazakhstan represents a ‘core–pe-
riphery’ model, in which the ‘core’ 
part is more state-led and consists 
of strategic industries and big 
companies, whereas the ‘periph-
ery’ part is more market oriented 
and includes non-strategic indus-
tries and small and medium-sized 
companies. the state controls and 
coordinates the core by market 
mechanisms; for the periphery, 
it seeks to provide conditions for 
developing a market-oriented en-
vironment with little state involve-
ment. 

the second conclusion relates 
to the fact that the evaluation of 
Kazakhstan’s economic develop-
ment, for instance by international 
organisations, is based mainly on 
the analysis of the energy sector, 
which is controlled by the state. 
Generalisations are then made 

with respect to the entire economy 
and therefore many consider state 
regulation of the economy to be 
excessive. however, my results 
demonstrate that despite the fact 
that the energy sector is important 
for the entire economy, other in-
dustries (e.g. services) also play an 
important role and develop within 
the market-oriented environment 
with minimal state regulation. 
Unlike the energy sector, how-
ever, these industries have been 
under-researched by experts and 
scholars until today. therefore, in 
contrast to many previous studies, 
this work shows that a balance be-
tween state and market regulation 
of the economy has been found. 
this I see as the main success in 
the market-oriented development 
of Kazakhstan since independ-
ence.

The author holds a ph.d. in 
economics and is a senior re-
search fellow at the norwegian 
Institute of International affairs 
(nUpI) in oslo.

Stronger US-Kazakhstan Relations: 
paving the Way along the new silk Road

By c. naseer ahmad

Kazakhstan is a country on the 
move. It is an unmistakable im-
pression one gets from hearing 
scholars, diplomats and business-
men visiting Washington. time 
and again one finds many op-
portunities around this capital to 
hear experts share their vision and 
voice their opinion up close and 
personal.

a recent luncheon in Washing-
ton was an excellent example of 
such interactions. although this 
was an official event, the atmos-
phere was quite relaxed which 
facilitated meaningful dialogue 
between experts from different 
fields and with varying persua-
sions.

there appears to be a shared ap-
preciation of Kazakhstan’s “prag-
matic foreign policy.” Pragmatism 
also requires negotiating, whether 
with bilateral or multilateral part-
ners. and for negotiations, there 
were some useful words of wis-

dom from the steppes: “ask for a 
camel, if you want a horse.”

From the experts, one learns that 
Kazakhstan is a donor country and 
not a recipient of financial aid. 
this meant sound management of 
the resources and finances, about 
which experts seemed to also 
agree.

the crux of the discussions in 
september in Washington has been 

well summarised by the silk road 
paper – “looking Forward: Ka-
zakhstan and the United States” by 
the eminent scholars of the cen-
tral Asia – caucasus Institute Silk 
studies programme. this team of 
six authors, three from the United 
states and three from Kazakhstan, 
with support from their respective 
institutions has put forth concrete 
policy recommendations for mov-
ing US-Kazakhstan relations to a 
higher level.

the chapter containing the 
“summary of Policy recommen-
dations” states the simple fact that 
“each country needs the other in 
fulfilling its goals” and that “both 
sides focus their energies with re-
spect to the other on advancing” 
commonalities. these experts rec-
ommend signing “a US-Kazakh-
stan strategic Partnership charter, 
and intensify the work under its 
specific working groups.”

experts present actionable ideas 
about intensifying cooperation 
in defense and security. For in-

stance, they recommend that the 
U.S. should take the lead in work-
ing with Kazakhstan authorities to 
improve interoperability between 
Kazakhstan forces and nato, 
“helping Kazbrig reach nato 
Evaluation level 2 and by expand-
ing it to a three-battalion brigade.” 
they further recommend institu-
tionalize and intensify analytic 
interaction on regional security 
affairs.

realising the important role of 
trade and investment, seasoned 
voices urge the removal of im-
pediments to U.S. investment in 
Kazakhstan. In this regards, just as 
in many other aspects of interna-
tional relations, the importance of 
enhancing the rule of law for im-
provement of the investment cli-
mate was stressed. to further the 
cause of strong bilateral and mul-
tilateral trade relations, one heard 
the calls for rapid completion of 
Kazakhstan’s accession to the 
World trade organization (Wto). 
Experts recommend that the “U.S. 

should prioritize Kazakhstan’s ac-
cession to the Wto and prevent it 
from remaining on the back-burn-
er, as it has been for years.” they 
see a huge untapped potential that 
could benefit both US and Kazakh-
stan and their trading partners.

since stability in afghanistan is 
vital for security not only in the 
areas along the silk road but also 
throughout the world, experts em-
phasise multi-sided cooperation on 
post-2014 afghanistan. they un-
derstand that the U.S. and Kazakh-
stan share an interest in ameliorat-
ing and countering any diffusion 
of instability from afghanistan 
into central asia. It is fortunate 
that the transition of power in Ka-
bul from President hamid Karzai 
to President ashraf Ghani has been 
managed successfully by U.S. 
diplomatic efforts. this peaceful 
transfer of power – and the ab-
sence of a bloody power struggle 
– should expand the opportunities 
for an effective role for both the 
U.S. and Kazakhstan in setting the 

stage for a brighter future for af-
ghanistan’s citizens.

As the U.S. is the only major ex-
ternal actor in the region “without 
a regularised consultative mecha-
nism in central asia,” the experts 
recommend “central asia six Plus 
one” entity. In the absence of such 
an entity, it could be very hard for 
both the U.S. and Kazakhstan to 
achieve their respective regional 
objectives.

the ancient silk road was a sig-
nificant factor in the development 
of civilisations across the continents 
and economic and cultural exchang-
es between civilisations. today, 
even thousands of miles away in 
Washington from that ancient route 
one can see that the new silk road 
opens new horizons for unparalleled 
economic growth and enhanced 
cross cultural exchanges. and, 
stronger U.S.-Kazakhstan relations 
are the key ingredient for paving the 
way along the new silk road as the 
broad avenue of hope for humanity.

The author writes for the Dip-
lomatic courier and pakistan-
link and is a member of the 
Boards of the embassy series 
and Interfaith Voices, a national 
Public Radio programme. He is 
a member of the national press 
club in Washington, dc.

Environment Set to Be Major Project of 21st Century
By Francis etienne

The UN climate Summit in New 
york marked a high point in politi-
cal mobilisation for climate, with 
over 120 countries represented 
at the highest level. the summit 
should lead to the adoption of a 
universal climate agreement in 
december 2015, but already ap-
pears to be a success in terms of 
initiatives in key areas of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions: finance, 
green cities, energy, forestry, 
transport and agriculture. In this 
perspective, France is leading the 
fight against global warming by 
taking concerted international ac-
tion and expresses to Kazakhstan 
its grateful thanks for its fruitful 
cooperation in that field.

In the urgency of a response 
to the negative consequences of 
global warming that we see on the 
horizon by the end of the century, 
France would foster dialogue and 

strengthen international coopera-
tion in this field. Paris calls for a 
significant reduction in carbon 
emissions in order to achieve the 
objective of 2°c, which means 
reaching climate neutrality, a com-
patible level of emissions with the 
absorption capacity of the planet.

France also demonstrates its 
commitment by the voluntary na-
tional targets it puts forward such 
as those proposed to its european 
partners, the energy transition act 
and an EU target requiring emis-
sion reductions up to 40 percent in 
2030 compared to the 1990 levels.

Following the success of the-
summit in newyork, France in-
tends to gather and call for a large 
mobilisation of the international 

community to adopt in Paris a 
universal agreement on climate. 
to this end, France stresses and 
promotes the implementation of 
instruments and policies towards 
low-carbon economies.

France wants to commit a strong 
impetus to the movement against 
global warming by its ambitious 
financial contribution of $1 billion 
over four years to the Green cli-
mate Fund at the meeting on nov. 
19 and 20 in berlin.

before the next French round in 
2015, Paris encourages the Peruvi-
an presidency of the conference of 
Parties on climate to channel the 
energies set in motion during the 
summit. Up until now, it has been 
up to lima to complete three ob-

jectives for the 2015 climate con-
vention: strengthen the ambition 
of each member, develop the con-
fidence of all in the commitment 
to reduce emissions and enhance 
the multilateral approach comple-
mented by civil society initiatives. 

the French government urges its 
partners to support the dynamic it 
wants to instill and invites emitting 
countries to embrace a common 
approach towards environmental 
protection. Industrialised coun-
tries that are also great democra-
cies cannot ignore the importance 
of these issues. Polluting countries 
have a duty to report and tackle the 
challenges facing the entire inter-
national community.

In this area as elsewhere, France 

relies on Kazakhstan as a strategic 
partner in central asia. repeatedly, 
France and Kazakhstan have prov-
en the strength of their cooperation 
and the intensity of their exchang-
es.the environment promises to be 
the major project of the 21st cen-
tury in which Kazakhstan will play 
a leading role and to which it has 
already committed, as will be dem-
onstrated at eXPo 2017 in astana. 
France reiterates its confidence and 
support for its Kazakhstan partner 
in the ongoing environmental ef-
forts to lead, with a common goal 
of preserving our planet.

The author is ambassador ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of France to Kazakhstan.
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Kazakhstan, Russia launch 
Hydrocarbon Initiative, Move 
Forward with plans to Build 
nuclear power plant

By yelden sarybay

the presidents of Kazakhstan 
and russia launched a new hydro-
carbon development initiative as 
they met in atyrau, Kazakhstan on 
sept. 30.

President of Kazakhstan nur-
sultan nazarbayev met with rus-
sian President vladimir Putin at 
the 11th annual Interregional co-
operation Forum between the two 
countries, which focused on in-
novation in the oil and gas indus-
tries. Officials from Kazakhstan’s 
14 regions and their russian 
counterparts, as well as approxi-
mately 60 companies from both 
countries attended the event.

speaking at the event, President 
nazarbayev stressed the impor-
tance of the oil and gas industry 
for the economy of Kazakhstan, 
which is ranked 12th in the world 
in oil reserves and is among the 
top 20 countries in terms of gas 
reserves. In this regard, naz-
arbayev noted the importance of 
having modern trends shape the 
hydrocarbon sector. 

“since last year, the balance 
of oil consumption has shifted to 
emerging economies. For the first 
time in history, oil consumption in 
developing countries has exceed-
ed consumption in oecd [organ-
isation for economic cooperation 
and development] countries. the 
main trend of the last few years 
in the petroleum sector also has 
been the development of shale 
deposits. Modern technologies of 
horizontal drilling and hydraulic 
fracturing allow for production 
of both gas and oil,” nazarbayev 
said. 

one of the most important top-

ics discussed at the forum was the 
newly developed eurasia project, 
which was launched in a symbol-
ic ceremony by the heads of the 
two countries. the project will 
explore innovative approaches to 
hydrocarbon exploration. “the 

main objective of this project is 
the study of the deep geological 
structure and geochemistry of 
the earth’s crust in the caspian 
region, obtaining a space-time 
model and resource estimate. the 
huge oil and gas potential of the 
caspian basin in Kazakhstan and 
russia are of great interest among 
the major international oil compa-
nies,” the Kazakh President con-
tinued. 

energy is paramount in today’s 
global agenda, and the caspian 
region is strategic in matters of 
oil and gas production for both 
Kazakhstan and russia. naz-
arbayev stressed that “now, more 
than ever, it is important to work 
together to protect ourselves from 
geopolitical threats, in particular, 
in the field of transporting gas.”

other bilateral agreements 
signed at the forum included de-
scriptions and extraction terms 
for the economic activities in the 
border area of the vesenne-aral-
chinsk copper-pyrite ore deposit 
and the use of radio spectrum in 
the baikonur complex. regional 
cooperation agreements on trade 
and economic, scientific and tech-
nical and cultural cooperation 
were also signed between the aki-
mat (local government) of atyrau 
region and the government of 
bashkortostan and the govern-
ment of tatarstan, two constituent 
republics within russia. 

another important announce-

ment made at the forum was that 
russia and Kazakhstan will joint-
ly build a nuclear power plant in 
Kazakhstan. according to an in-
tergovernmental agreement ini-
tialled in atyrau on sept. 30 by 
Kazakhstan’s Minister of energy 
vladimir shkolnik and russia’s 
Rosatom chief Executive Officer 
sergey Kirienko, the location, 
power output and the dates of con-
struction of a power plant will be 
determined in the future contract. 
the location has not been deter-
mined yet, according to shkolnik, 
although Kurchatov, the former 
centre of the semipalatinsk nucle-
ar test site in the east of Kazakh-
stan, has been named as one of the 
most probable locations.

President Putin remarked, “over 
the past 11 years, the economic 
ties between the two countries 
have reached a qualitatively new 
level. bilateral trade increased 
more than six times. the volume 
of direct russian investment in 
Kazakhstan increased by 10 times. 
these high dynamics are greatly 
facilitated by the interaction of in-
vestment in our economies.”

“direct partnerships with all 14 
regions of Kazakhstan have been 
established by the majority of rus-
sian territorial entities,” he contin-
ued. “this has created more than 
11,000 joint ventures. about 300 
interregional agreements on coop-
eration have been signed. russia 
and Kazakhstan have the longest 
land border in the world. Forty 
percent of bilateral trade is created 
by the regions along this border.” 

russian energy Minister alex-
ander novak, Governor of oren-
burg region yuriy berg, Presi-
dent of bashkortostan rustem 
Khamitov, Minister of energy of 
Kazakhstan vladimir shkolnik, 
akim (Governor) of atyrau re-
gion baktykozha Izmukhambetov 
and akim (Governor) of aktobe 
arkhimed Muhambetov made 
their presentations at the forum, 
among others. 

the next Interregional cooper-
ation Forum will be held in 2015 
in Ufa, Russia. 

EU, Central Asian Cooperation 
Key to Security and Prosperity

By michelle Witte

ASTANA – latvian Ambassa-
dor to Kazakhstan Juris Maklakovs 
will wrap up his embassy’s turn as 
nato point of contact in Kazakh-
stan at the end of this year, but the 
connection between the two coun-
tries will remain as latvia prepares 
to take over the EU presidency fol-
lowing the signing of a new coop-
eration agreement between the or-
ganisation and Kazakhstan. 

cooperation with central asia 
will be high on the EU agenda in 
the coming years, Maklakovs told 
the astana times in a recent in-
terview, and latvia intends to seek 
ways to increase connections be-
tween the regions.

“Next year, latvia will lead the 
EU presidency, and one of the pri-
orities during that time will be cen-
tral Asia,” he said. “We in latvia 
understand the importance of coop-
eration between the EU and central 
asian countries. Kazakhstan is the 
biggest country in the region, eco-
nomically strong and Kazakhstan is 
developing very, very quickly. It’s a 
great partner for the EU.”

Kazakhstan and the EU signed 
a new enhanced Partnership and 
cooperation agreement (Pca) this 
month, the only second-generation 
agreement between the EU and a 
central Asian state. “For latvia, as 
a member of the EU, it’s very im-
portant to keep this good coopera-
tion with central asia, and so what 
we are proposing is to review the 
strategy between the EU and cen-
tral asian countries. We propose to 
increase our economic and cultural 
relationship, we propose to dis-
cuss security issues, because this is 
something in common between us 
in europe and central asia,” Mak-
lakovs said.  

the next year will bring more co-
operation and discussion between 
the EU and central Asia, the am-
bassador said, because trade, secu-
rity and cultural exchanges are all 
interconnected. the new silk road 
initiative, a U.S.-backed project to 
connect central asian countries, 
afghanistan and europe and de-
velop trade and transit connections, 
an energy market and coordinated 
border and customs control, will 
also improve security and raise the 
living standards of people living 
near the new “silk roads,” the am-
bassador said. “and it will improve 
cultural exchange between europe 
and central asia, central asian and 
europe. such cooperation will ben-
efit both sides,” he said.

serving as the nato point 
of contact in astana from 2013 
through 2014, security has obvi-
ously been a point of focus for 
Maklakovs. the main duty of the 
nato point of contact, the ambas-
sador said, is public diplomacy. 
“It means that we are responsible 
for delivering all the messages of 
NATO in the specific region.” This 
delivery comes through lectures 
at military institutions, confer-
ences and other forms of outreach, 
and the focus has largely been on 
afghanistan and the future of the 
International security assistance 
Force (IsaF) mission there, Mak-
lakovs, a retired major general and 
a former commander of the lat-
vian national armed Forces, said.

as international troops withdraw 
from afghanistan at the end of this 
year, nato’s mission there will 
turn to training and logistical sup-
port for afghan troops. though Ka-
zakhstan has not sent peacekeeping 
forces to afghanistan, the country 
has supported its regional neigh-
bour with humanitarian, infrastruc-
tural and educational aid and con-
sistently expressed its willingness 
to continue that support.

“afghanistan needs help and, 
from my point of view, it’s very im-
portant that central asian countries 
understand this need,” the ambassa-
dor said. though that help has not 
come in the form of troops on the 
ground, “there’s humanitarian aid 
and active training of civilians here 
in this country and in other coun-
tries in the region.”

The situation in the Ukraine has 
made the mission to communicate 
nato policy more important and 
more complicated, the ambassador 
admits, and he is frequently asked 
to explain nato’s position on the 
ongoing violence there, the situa-
tion with crimea and nato’s re-
sponse to the actions of the Islamic 
state group in Iraq and syria.

“My personal opinion is yes, 
there will be more need for the 

nato contact point, and not only 
in Kazakhstan but in different re-
gions, to pay more attention to ex-
plaining the decisions taken during 
the Wales summit [on sept. 4 and 
5].” nato’s decisions from that 
summit and the nature of the in-
volvement of nato countries in 
Ukraine will require explanation, as 
will nato’s position on Kazakh-
stan’s major partner, russia. 

“of course, nato stressed the 
Russian role in this Ukrainian cri-
sis [during the summit] and nato 
understands and sees that russia 
is involved in this crisis. this will 
give more work for nato point of 
contact embassies in Kazakhstan,” 
the ambassador said. 

Maklakovs will conclude his 
mission as ambassador next year, 
ending a tour that has seen a visit by 
latvian President Andris Bērziņš, 
who signed a number of agree-
ments in education, tourism and the 
environment in astana last year, as 
well as the visits by the mayor of 
riga and a number of business del-
egates. 

“We have very good bilateral re-
lations,” the ambassador said. tran-
sit is a major area of cooperation for 
the two countries, but cooperation 
on environmental solutions, tour-
ism and cultural exchanges also 
have a great deal of promise, he 
said. 

Maklakovs’ main goal as ambas-
sador was to enhance latvia and 
Kazakhstan’s economic relation-
ship, he said. Trade between lat-
via and Kazakhstan for the first 
half of 2014 was 43.97 million 
euros, just about half of latvia’s 
total trade with central asia. trade 
has more than doubled between 
the two countries since 2005, but 
growth has been less than steady. 
exports to Kazakhstan have fallen 
by roughly one third compared with 
this period last year; imports have 
fallen by over a quarter.

Mayor of Riga Nil Ushakov and 
the latvian business delegation 
presented projects relating to en-
vironmental protection, trade and 
tourism at a Kazakh-latvian busi-
ness forum in astana in septem-
ber. Waste management and water 
management in riga and the pos-
sibility of selling latvian speciality 
items in local grocery stores were 
among some of the most promising 
programmes presented, the ambas-
sador said. Mayor Ushakov also 
opened the Astana leisure Tourism 
exhibition, and several companies 
from Riga and Jūrmala took part in 
the exhibition. 

continued from page a1

on the same day, nazarbayev and 
presidents Alexander lukashenko 
of belarus, almazbek atambayev 
of Kyrgyzstan, vladimir Putin of 
russia and emomali rahmon of 
tajikistan participated in the last 
meeting of the eurasian economic 
community (eurasec) interstate 
council, signing a treaty terminat-
ing the eurasec. the eurasec, 
an intergovernmental organisation, 
had been created by those nations in 
2000 to advance stronger economic 
connections. the eurasec and its 
institutions will end on Jan. 1, 2015. 

the parties reached an agree-
ment on the conservation of the 
eurasec anti-crisis fund and 
recognised the need for expedient 
further implementation of the in-
tergovernmental programmes for 
reclaiming territories of eurasec 
member states affected by uranium 
mining industries and for innova-
tive biotechnologies. this session 
was the final official event in the 
framework of the eurasec.

on the same day in Minsk, the 
heads of the commonwealth of 
Independent states (cIs) signed a 
number of documents aimed at fur-
ther development of cooperation in 
humanitarian, security and other 
spheres within that group, which 
now contains fewer than a dozen of 
the former soviet countries. 

the agenda included 15 ques-
tions and the leaders discussed the 

prospects for the development ac-
tivities of the commonwealth, in-
cluding the execution of the action 
plan for the implementation of the 
cIs development concept.

The leaders of the cIS states first 
met in a narrow format to discuss 
the key aspects of cooperation 
among the member states. the 
talks then continued in an extend-
ed format, followed by a signing 
ceremony of joint documents and 
a press conference.

special attention was paid dur-
ing the council meeting to co-

operation in the humanitarian 
sphere, in particular to enhancing 
cooperation in education in the 
cIs. the participants declared 
2016 the year of education in the 
commonwealth of Independent 
states and 2015 the year of the 
veteran.

a number of the documents re-
lating to the cooperation of the law 
enforcement bodies of cIs mem-
ber states were signed, including a 
programme of cooperation in com-
bating illegal migration for 2015-
2019, as well as the concept of 

cooperation in combating human 
trafficking.

In addition, the heads of state 
considered a statement on preserv-
ing and strengthening the inter-
national drug control system that 
expressed the willingness of cIs 
countries to increase international 
efforts to address drug problems 
based on strict compliance with 
international obligations.  

In addition, it was announced 
that Kazakhstan will chair the cIs 
heads of state council in 2015.

“We will continue to work on 

the development of trade and eco-
nomic relations, free trade zones, 
cooperation in transit, agriculture 
and food security and the humani-
tarian area,” nazarbayev said.

“the decision to pass the presi-
dency to Kazakhstan from belarus 
was unanimously supported by all 
the participants of the meeting,” 
chairman of the cIs executive 
committee Sergei lebedev said at 
the briefing after the summit. he 
also noted that Kazakhstan will 
host a series of major cIs events 
in 2015.

documents on further interstate 
cooperation included the appeal of 
the cIs heads of state to the peo-
ples of the commonwealth and the 
international community in con-
nection with the 70th anniversary 
of the victory in the Great Patriotic 
War of 1941-1945. It was agreed 
to hold a joint celebration as pro-
posed by russian President Putin.

“the documents signed at the 
cIs summit lay a good foundation 
for further cooperation. assuming 
the cIs chairmanship in 2015, Ka-
zakhstan will prepare for the next 
council of the heads of state. It will 
take place in astana. Kazakhstan 
considers the cIs a unique politi-
cal platform that unites the post-
soviet countries. there is no other 
such organisation in our region. 
It is the best platform for solving 
arising issues, holding debates 
and exchanging opinions,” naz-
arbayev said.

nazarbayev also drew attention 
to the fact that all the heads of state 
were satisfied with the results of the 
summit and highlighted that the doc-
uments signed would help increase 
cooperation among the states.

In addition, President naz-
arbayev held bilateral talks with 
Kyrgyz President atambayev. the 
two sides discussed key issues of 
bilateral cooperation in trade, eco-
nomic, investment, cultural and 
humanitarian spheres, as well as 
the implementation of previous 
agreements.

armenia Joins eurasian economic Union, 
Kyrgyzstan Edges Closer to Membership

Energy is paramount in today’s global 
agenda, and the Caspian region is 
strategic in matters of oil and gas 
production for both Kazakhstan and 
Russia. 
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Kazakhstan Paralympians Win Nine 
Medals So Far at Incheon 2014 
Asian Para Games

socieTy

Collection Boxes, Nationwide 
Programme to Address Problem  
of E-Waste

culTure

Netflix Series ‘Marco Polo’ Shot in 
Kazakhstan to Premiere in December 

ASTANA oPErA
October 22, 23   “La Traviata” opera

and 24 at at 19:00

MAxIM GorKy ThEATrE 
October 22 and 23 at 19:00 “Twelfth Night”

October 23 at 11:00  “The City of Masters”

November 2 at 18:00  “Valentine’s Day” Drama

KAzAKhSTAN 
CENTrAl CoNCErT hAll 

October 25 at 18:00  Gulmira Sarina concert

October 31 at 18:30  Tamara Assar concert

BlACK DuCK rESTAurANT 
November 4 at 20:00  Poetry reading 

CoNGrESS hAll
October 22 at 19:00  Diana Arbenina and Nochnye  

  Snaipery Jubilee Concert

November 4 at 19:30  Yelena Vaenga concert

STAlNyE KoNI MoTo BAr
November 1 at 20:00 “Tarakany” concert

Things To waTch 
oCToBER – NoVEMBER

Gennady Golovkin (l) knocks out Marco Antonio Rubio in Round 2, stripping the Mexican of WBC interim champion title.

shymkent student animations Gain 
attention at International Festival

By lyubov dobrota

students from shymkent aliya 
tugelbai and bakbergen saparov 

were recognised among partici-
pants from 35 countries during the 
recent 18th to save and to re-
serve International ecological Fes-

tival in Khanty-Mansiysk, russia 
for animated cartoons they created 
to help save the endangered saiga 
antelope.

tugelbai’s 3.5-minute “a White 
saiga” and saparov’s 2.5-minute 
“A lame Saiga” animations both 
took one year to create. according 
to the young animators, the most 
challenging part of the project was 
to depict the characters in motion 
as each second of animation re-
quires five to seven images. 

the animators also took second 
place at the First national Festival 
of children’s art and presented 
animated cartoons at the 17th In-
ternational Festival of animated 
video clips animayevka 2014

the alakai children’s anima-
tion studio where the two students 
learned to make animated videos 
was opened by the centre of child-
hood and youth in shymkent last 
year. the director of the studio, 
Maksut Zharimbetov hopes other 
children will be inspired by the stu-
dents’ achievements and will also 
succeed in this type of art. 

tugelbai and saparov have al-
ready begun work on other stories 
related to ecological issues. tugel-
bai wants to address the problem 
of swallow extinction and saparov 
has been inspired by the beautiful 
legend of the Kirik Kiz passover, 
located on the way to the Ugam 
gorge.

Kazakhstan Increases Funding for 
UN-Managed Civil Service Hub 

By yelden sarybay

ASTANA – The Kazakh gov-
ernment has agreed to provide $14 
million in funding over the next 
three and a half years to support 
the regional civil service hub that 
will be managed by the United Na-
tions development Programme. an 
agreement to strengthen the re-
gional hub in astana was signed on 
sept. 17. 

the hub was established in 2013 
by a partnership of 25 countries and 
six international organisations that 
work together in an institutional 
framework. It is now a dialogue 
platform that brings together 29 

countries for the continuous ex-
change of best practices and experi-
ence in the field of civil service. The 
hub’s mission is to help develop ef-
fective civil service systems in the 
region. 

on the occasion of the signing of 
the agreement, the former chair-
man of the agency for civil ser-
vice affairs of Kazakhstan alikhan 
baimenov said that “[t]he agenda 
of civil service reforms is deter-
mined by governments based on 
their internal priorities. at the same 
time, a continuous exchange of ex-
perience and knowledge serve as a 
good support for making respective 
decisions. the regional hub will 

become an institutional base to this 
end. studying other countries’ ex-
periences undoubtedly benefits the 
countries of the region.”

In the hub’s first year of operation 
it has published two editions of its 
e-journal, held technical workshops 
and training sessions and conducted 
a global conference within the asta-
na economic Forum.

Kazakhstan’s new funding will 
help the hub establish a civil ser-
vice research centre, strengthen 
the secretariat and create a perma-
nent position of chairman of the 
steering committee of the regional 
hub of civil Service in Astana. last 
month, baimenov was appointed to 

that position, having left the newly 
reformed agency for civil service 
affairs and Fighting corruption 
where he held the position of a dep-
uty chairman since the government 
reshuffle in August 2014.

United Nations Resident coordi-
nator in Kazakhstan stephen tull 
said, “this new agreement creates 
a qualitatively better institutional 
environment for the regional hub. 
Ultimately, this benefits citizens in 
Kazakhstan and across a wide re-
gion, as it spreads the best practices 
in public service. the regional hub 
has come a long way already, and 
now it will have the capacity to sat-
isfy the demands of its members.”

German Photographer 
Explores Culture, 

Contrasts of Kazakhstan
By michelle Witte

ASTANA – Photographer Dieter 
seitz, whose work focuses on people 
and cultural issues, has chosen Ka-
zakhstan to be the subject of a multi-
year photo project exploring its blend 
of cultures and the industry upon 
which the country’s prosperity is built.

the photos, which he plans to show 
in exhibitions in Germany and Ka-
zakhstan and publish in a book, are 
seitz’s attempt to capture what he calls 
Kazakhstan’s three cultural streams, 
which seitz believes interlink and 
flow together in a way that is unique 
among the former soviet states.  

“There’s firstly the traditional Ka-
zakh culture, which was suppressed 
during the Soviet era – but not com-
pletely … ” he told the astana times 
in an interview on oct. 17. “the sec-

ond cultural stream … is all the things 
connected with the soviet socialist  
era, which you see in the architecture 
in places, in the behaviour of people, 
and in many other things. and the 
third stream, of course, is the Western 
modernism that comes into the coun-
try. People are keen, and wanting to 
get things coming from Western cul-
ture.”

In Kazakhstan, seitz said, these 
streams are not fighting each other, 
but commingling. “In my impression, 
these things go together. there’s not 
only a change from one thing to an-
other, but they are mixed, like a melt-
ing pot, and it makes the country very 
interesting.” It is this blend he hopes to 
capture in his photos of the country. In 
a previous, but smaller-scale country-
based project, seitz explored India.

continued on page B4

Golovkin Knocks out Rubio in Round 2, 
Wins WBC Interim Championship Belt

By dmitry lee

Gennady G. Golovkin of Kara-
ganda, Kazakhstan, knocked out 
Marco antonio rubio of Mexico 
in round two of an oct. 19 bout 
in carson, california to win the 
World boxing council (Wbc) 
interim championship belt and 
extend his winning streak to 31 
wins, 28 of which he finished with 
knockouts.

this was an important win for 
Golovkin, the reigning Wba mid-
dleweight champion, as it was his 
largest purse at $900,000 and rubio 
is considered one of the toughest op-
ponents the Kazakh has faced. rubio 
has 59 wins and 51 by Ko, 7 losses 
(after the fight against Golovkin) and 
is known for hard punches.

Golovkin made a statement be-
fore the bout admitting that this 
one could end by decision, “I know 
rubio is a very smart guy. he 
won’t give me too many chances 
for lucky punches,” he said. 

on top of that rubio didn’t 
make weight by 800 milligrammes 
the day before and his payment 
terms were cut from $450,000 to 
$350,000. the camps made an 
agreement that rubio would lose 
the Wbc interim title in mid-
weight and if he won, he would 
strip Golovkin of his title.

but the bout ended quickly with 
some fans joking that Golovkin’s 

post-fight interview lasted longer 
than the bout.

Golovkin won by trapping rubio 
and attacking from the centre.  

The first round ended with a few 
powerful exchanges but the second 
with a knock out on the 19th sec-
ond as rubio stumbled to his feet 
at the count of ten, and the fight 
was stopped. 

After the fight Golovkin, once 

again challenged any current world 
champions to face him in the ring and 
thanked his fans for their support.

the GGG, as Golovkin is 
known, phenomenon continues to 
attract international attention as the 
Kazakh boxer racks up more wins 
and Kos.

one other thing GGG has been 
doing is attracting attention to his 
home country. at a recent pro-

gramme of larry King Now, King 
spoke to rosie Perez, an acad-
emy award-nominated actress, of 
this boxer. she heaped praise on 
Golovkin for being such a great 
fighter from Kazakhstan, calling 
him “electric”, to which King re-
plied, “I have an honorary degree 
from a university in Kazakhstan, I 
was giving a speech there. that’s a 
great country, by the way.”

young Kazakh animators were awarded at an international festival.

Asian Games 
Victories Further 

Country’s Reputation 
as Sporting Nation

By dmitry lee

Kazakhstan’s performance at 
the 17th asian Games in south 
Korea in early october was fur-
ther evidence of the country’s 
growing reputation as a sport-
ing nation.

of the 1,454 medals in 36 
events that were captured at the 
games, Kazakhstan clinched 
84 medals, including 28 gold, 
23 silver and 33 bronze in 23 
disciplines and ranked fourth 
overall. only heavy favourites 
china, south Korea and Japan 
finished ahead of Kazakhstan.

Kazakh boxers particularly 
dominated the event winning 

ten medals in 13 events in all 
but two weight categories to 
capture the overall medal count 
in the sport.

the national team also won 
the medal count in canoeing, 
taking 10 medals. national 
team athletes also won the med-
al count in wrestling as well as 
seven medals in swimming and 
shooting, six each in track and 
field, judo and karate, four in 
weightlifting, three in rowing, 
two in fencing, wushu, water 
polo, taekwondo and tennis and 
one medal each in beach volley-
ball, cycling, gymnastics, hand-
ball and rugby.

continued on page B7
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patriotism drives surgeon to pursue cutting-edge medicine
By dmitry lee

In the first 20 years of independ-
ence, Kazakhstan has had many 
successes and, among its most re-
cent, has been in the field of cardio 
vascular surgery. heart transplants 
are now performed in Kazakhstan 
at the capital’s national research 
cardiac surgery center (nrcsc) 
headed by dr. yury Pya, the cent-
er’s chairman of the board. 

on aug. 8, 2012, Pya with a 
team of surgeons performed the 
first-ever heart transplant in in-
dependent Kazakhstan. he is a 
renowned cardiac surgeon at the 
international level, the main super-
numerary cardiac surgeon of the 
Ministry of healthcare and social 
development and a graduate of 
the second Moscow state Medical 
Pirogov University.

Pya’s parents were Koreans de-
ported from Far east [russia dur-
ing the repression in 1937] to the 
Kyzylorda region. “I could say I 
am from Kyzylorda, although later 
I moved to taraz to go to school. 
so I could say I was conceived in 
Kyzylorda and born in taraz,” Pya 
said.

Pya graduated in the soviet 
Union in 1974. “It was no secret 
that the best universities were in 
the capitals of each soviet repub-
lic and naturally the capital of the 
then-Soviet Union was Moscow, 
so my ambitions were to enroll 
there,” Pya remembered.

Pya grew up thinking about be-
coming a physicist, but his mother 
urged him to study medicine. “My 
mother influenced my final deci-
sion [to attend medical school]. 
she said that she could see me as a 
future medic – a surgeon in partic-
ular. At first I didn’t like hospitals. 
I think no one likes the ‘hospital’ 
smell, especially at the dentist’s, 
people are repulsed by it,” Pya 
said. Pya’s career had begun in 

the city of tula, russia. he later 
relocated to Frunze (now bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan) and later to turkey to 
continue his professional career. 
In 2003, he received the diploma 
of a candidate of medical sciences 
at the Bakulev Scientific center of 
cardiovascular surgery in Mos-
cow. In 2010, the higher attesta-
tion commission of the Ministry 
of education and science of the 
russian Federation awarded him 
the degree of doctor of Medical 
sciences.

It is no surprise that he was en-
trusted to undertake the leading 
role at the nrcsc given his previ-
ous practical experience, excellent 
surgeon and colleagues education 
and scientific training. In Decem-
ber 2011, due to the center’s intro-
duction of the technology of im-
plantation of a miniature version 
of a ventricular assist device or 
artificial heart model called heart-
Ware, Kazakhstan made the list of 
the 22 most-developed countries in 
the field of cardiac surgery.

Pya, an avid cyclist who spends 
most of his time either in surgery 
or on the phone giving consulta-
tions to his patients, strongly be-

lieves that Kazakhstan has just 
begun the long journey in the area 
of cardiac research and realises the 
difficult task his center is facing.

“our clinic is as young as our 
capital and to win people’s trust 
we will need years [of hard work]. 
one can rapidly publicise anything 
but medicine. one can be born and 
become a virtuoso violinist at five 
… but in medicine it doesn’t work 
like that,” he said.

according to the surgeon, heart 
diseases today are “the number 
one killer in the world, as they 
are often referred to. each year, 
around 15 million people die from 
cardiovascular diseases. there are 
no natural disasters, not even car 
accidents that can compare [to 
those numbers].” lifestyle, genet-
ics and daily stress all affect the 
human heart, Pya noted.

challenges Facing 
Kazakh Healthcare

on a larger scale, Pya sees cor-
ruption among key challenges to 
Kazakhstan’s healthcare, although 
one that is being faced firmly both 
by his centre and by the authorities 
generally.

“today, one of the challenges 
in our medical system is corrup-
tion, starting from education; I 
mean in medical universities. the 
[medical] knowledge base [upon 
graduation] from one of the medi-
cal institutions is not comparable 
to any european university. but 
I would like to take singapore 
as an example. If I am not mis-
taken [the first prime minister] 
lee Kuan Yew transformed a 
backward country bogged down 
in corruption into one of the most 
developed and successful in asia 
today. It is the least corrupted 
with high-quality education that 
can easily compare to some in 

the United States, for instance. 
Kazakhstan has the potential to 
do this. at this point, Kazakh-
stan has reached a stable political 
position and the country is still 
developing, and as long as cor-
ruption exists, it would be hard to 
make significant changes [in this 
field],” Pya commented.

“I can’t fight [corruption] alone, 
but if I win people’s trust to follow 
my work, they will do the same 
thing. so to battle corruption in 
healthcare, one needs to [learn] 
to trust people, believe they can 
change and do it. this is why I bet 
on the younger generation who 
has not yet had the taste of corrup-
tion. I think one of the reasons our 
center is successful is because we 
managed to get rid of corrupted 
ways and I believe that when you 
create such an aura then no one can 
destroy it,” the surgeon added.

Pya has been working at the cen-
tre for more than 11 years and has 
formed a team of young and dedi-
cated individuals. “I don’t mean 
only medics. these are nurses, 
technical staff and administrative 
staff whose goal is to make this 
centre a centre to be proud of and 
make a change. these are people 
who work selflessly and love their 
job. because if a person loves his 
or her job passionately, financial 
success will follow. If one is chas-
ing the money only, one can easily 
lose it,” said Pya, who is also fond 
of philosophy.

the nrscs team has received 
training to improve and upgrade 
their qualifications at clinics in the 
United States, Germany, France, 
Israel, the czech Republic, lithu-
ania, russia and other nations.

Pya’s credo is “We do not inherit 
the earth from our ancestors; we 
borrow it from our children.” the 
native american proverb inspires 
him to continue to work by leading 
by example.

“[as a doctor], nationality is my 
least concern. and although our 
centre accommodates mostly Ka-
zakhstan nationals, we have also 
had foreign citizens in the past. 
speaking of foreign patients, in 
the past two years most of them are 
from neighbouring Kyrgyzstan, 
Uzbekistan and Russia and only 
a few were from the U.S., canada 
and Western europe, egypt, aus-
tralia and tajikistan. We need to be 
reasonable as these countries are 
geographically too far from Ka-
zakhstan.”

choosing astana
Pya is fluent in Russian, Ka-

zakh, turkish and english and has 
an impressive resume and inter-
national experience. yet he chose 
astana for surgeon at a confer-
ence his further professional de-
velopment.

“the move of the capital to 
astana has changed many lives, 
including mine. When I first re-
ceived the invitation to move to 
astana, I thought that this would 
become my new city, where one 
starts from scratch. I was over 40 
years old back then and in cardio 
surgery this is the age when one 
acquires the required skills of in-
dependence. I realised that I could 
be useful here and do something 
worthwhile for the country, even 
though I lost a lot financially. 
however, to be frank, at the time 
I was already quite stable finan-
cially. yet there is only one life 
and I believe we all in our lifetime 
need to do something worthwhile 
for the country. In this case, some 
may be shy to declare but I am not 
afraid to say it was patriotism.”

“I am a happy and lucky man. I 
had the chance to move to astana 
and execute my own life plans and 
continue to implement my ideas 
here in our beautiful city. the 

[capital] move matches my own 
ambitious plans to contribute to 
cardio surgery and I hope that we 
are on the right track with our cen-
tre. I would like to emphasise that 
we even managed to launch such 
a programme as heart transplanta-
tion. It doesn’t take one person to 
do that. this is not a medical but a 
social issue and I would like to say 
thanks to my destiny that brought 
me here and thanks to all the peo-
ple who surround me here, my col-
leagues and, of course, to all my 
patients for their trust to us. I also 
have a wish that the new genera-
tion wouldn’t be [easily] tempted 
by the idea to leave the country 
for the better but they would be 
inspired by the idea to make this 
country better for themselves. but 
doing so, one needs to realise that 
he or she is not doing it only for 
themselves but for the generations 
to come.”

Pya’s contribution to the devel-
opment of the domestic healthcare 
system has been widely recog-
nised. In 2006, he was given an 
award for excellent work in the 
healthcare system; in 2011, he 
received an award for his con-
tribution to the development of 
the country’s medical system; in 
2012, at the Fifth Forum of the 
Patriots of the republic, he was 
named the Patriot of the year. Pya 
was awarded with the national 
prize Altyn Adam – Person of the 
year in the category Physician in 
2012. the same year, he was given 
Kazakhstan’s order of Parasat.

In related news, astana hosted 
on Aug. 29-30 for the first time the 
third national congress of car-
diac surgeons organised by the 
World society of cardio thoracic 
surgeons. some 52 foreign ex-
perts and surgeons attended.

This article was first published 
by edgekz.com website.

yury pya
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Netflix Series ‘Marco Polo’ 
shot in Kazakhstan to 
premiere in december

By Bakhytbek aduov

ASTANA – An international tel-
evision series that, in part, features 
Kazakhstan as the backdrop for the 
adventures of the great explorer 
Marco Polo is set to premiere in 
december.

the $90 million series is being 
produced by the U.S.-based Wein-
stein company and is set to be 
shown on Netflix. Producer har-
vey Weinstein says the series will 
be filled with political intrigue, 
large-scale battles and a love sto-
ry. In other words, it will be the 
“Game of thrones of the east.”

the series is set in the 13th cen-
tury china, but was filmed in Ka-
zakhstan, Malaysia and Italy after 
suitable locations could not be 
found in china.

In total, more than 1,500 peo-
ple from 28 countries participated 
in the creation of the series. the 
lead role in the series is played by 
Italian actor lorenzo Richelmy. 
actors benedict Wong from the 

UK (Prometheus, Sunshine and 
Kick-ass 2), actress Zhu Zhu from 
china (cloud atlas) and actor 
Rick Yune from the USA (Fast and 
Furious and the Fall of olympus) 
play notable roles as well. series 
directors Joachim ronning and 
espen sandberg (Kon-tiki and 
bandidas) have been nominated 
for oscars.

The Kazakhstan filming for the 
series took place in spring 2014. Ka-
zakhstan was chosen for its unique 
natural landscapes, talent pool and 
generally low shooting costs.

akhat Ibrayev played a key 
role in bringing the shooting to 
the country and later, through his 
production company adigul Fam-
ily Pictures, helped organise the 
shooting on the ground, going to 
great lengths to meet the demands 
of foreign and local actors.

the series features famous Ka-
zakh actors sanzhar Madiev, Mu-
rat Mukhashev, Zhandos aibassov, 
daulet abdygaparov, erden 
telemisov, tolepbergen baisaka-
lov and dinmukhamed akimov. 
Kazakh stuntmen, who have also 
worked on such major motion 
pictures as “47 ronin,” “the ex-
pendables 2” and “conan the bar-
barian,” also worked on the series. 
In total, about 20 Kazakh actors, 
10 stuntmen and others, such as 
make-up artist Irina strukova, par-
ticipated in the project.

as a token of respect, the shoot-
ing of “Marco Polo” in Kazakhstan 
received much assistance from lo-
cal authorities, in particular, those 
in the almaty regional administra-
tion. they helped work on loca-
tion, and the Ministry of Foreign 
affairs of Kazakhstan helped with 
visas for foreign visitors.

Weinstein’s decision to shoot 
in Kazakhstan may have been in-

fluenced by his 2010 visit to the 
country. that year, he took part 
in the International astana action 
Film Festival at the invitation of 
the famous Kazakh-russian di-
rector timur bekmambetov, who 
recently signed a contract to shoot 
the film Ben hur in the United 
states.

during that visit, he noted that 
you don’t need to be from the 
United States to have an impact on 
cinema. “ten years ago, nobody 
would have imagined that the list 
of best directors of our time would 
include five from Mexico. Today, 
we all know Guillermo del toro, 
Alfonso cuaron, Diego luna, 
alejandro González Iñárritu and 
Guillermo arriaga, who wrote the 
screenplay for Iñárritu. In 1960, 
it was difficult to imagine that 
10 young French directors would 
change cinema. but it happened. 
Great directors can be born any-
where, maybe one of them is now 
sitting in this hall.”

Weinstein has produced many 
successful films, but is known for 
preferring independent cinema and 
is believed to have heavily influ-
enced the films of director Quentin 
tarantino. the Weinstein com-
pany is an American film studio 
founded by bob and harvey Wein-
stein in 2005 after the brothers 
left then disney-owned Miramax 
Films, which they had co-founded 
in 1979. they retained ownership 
of the dimension Films label of 
Miramax. It is one of the largest 
small major film studios in North 
america.

shooting on the “Marco Polo” 
series first began in late 2012 after 
Weinstein entered into an agree-
ment with the tv channel starz. 
Netflix then backed the project af-
ter it was abandoned by starz.

almaty Food Festival offers Taste of France
By Julia Rutz

almaty visitors and residents 
were able to sample some of the 
best of French cuisine during the 
sept. 26-28 Festival de la Gas-
tronomie Francaise.

the festival was held in al-
maty for the second time and 
took place in several restaurants, 
including café de Paris, French 
connection, Nova Vina la cave, 
la Tartine, as well as on the city 
square next to the Palace of re-
public. the festival offered top 
cheeses, confectionery and bev-
erages like cider, calvados and 
sparkling wines from norman 
producers.

the highlight of the event, 
which was supported by the 
French consulate and alliance 
Francaise almaty, was a master 
class taught by five followers 
of 20th century master auguste 
escoffier, who was known as 

“the king of chefs and the chef 
of kings.”

It is believed that escoffier 
was the one who rationalised and 
modernised the culinary art, di-
vided a kitchen staff into separate 
brigades and introduced the new  
“russian” plate service method, 
according to which dishes are 
served due to a menu order. his 
book “le Guide culinaire” that 
first codified French cuisine is 
considered to be the must-have 
resource for understanding and 
preparing French cuisine. 

“Escoffier made culinary into 
an art. he believed that a plate 
is nothing less than a canvas to 
create a masterpiece. thanks to 
his contribution, French cuisine 
was included on UNEScO World 
cultural heritage list in 2010. to 
mark that, the Festival de la Gas-
tronomie Francaise was estab-
lished and we are pleased to be 

this year in Kazakhstan. We hope 
our culinary experience will be 
useful for local chefs, as for us. 
We are going to try several tra-
ditional Kazakh dishes, especial-
ly besbarmak,” said one of the 
French chefs during the festival. 

Unlike restaurants where the 
prices for a dinner were pretty 
high, French dishes offered on 
the city square were free to taste. 

the Festival de la Gastrono-
mie Francaise is an annual event 
held on sept. 20-22 in France, as 
well as in other countries. It is a 
family, nationwide and interna-
tional holiday that unites nations 
all over the world and allows 
cultural exchange. after last 
year’s success in almaty, it was 
decided to carry out the French 
cuisine festival in the city one 
more time and let people discov-
er more about French restaurant 
food.

Almaty Art Exhibit Displays 
Hopes of Seriously Ill Children

By Julia Rutz

“a dream,” an art exhibition 
opened recently in arman cinema 
hall in almaty,  displays paintings 
created by children who are suffer-
ing from leukemia and angiostax-
is. the children attended work-
shops organised by Kazakh artist 
Marat bekeev and sculptor eduard 
Kazaryan in order to learn how to 
express their feelings on canvas. 

every dream world imagined 
by the little artists is different –  
some children want to live in a 
peaceful and prosperous country, 
while others are eager to explore 
space or have a beautiful house 
for a family to live in. however, 
all the art works express the chil-
dren’s positive spirit and hope for 
the best. 

those workshops are aimed at 
the psychological support and re-
habilitation of the little patients. 
Moreover, it is believed that such 
art therapy can improve their psy-
chological status. art therapy lets 
children fulfill simple creative 
tasks that will not cause discom-
fort, worry or stress. It should 
help them stop controlling their 
own emotions and spontaneously 
express perceptions of the world 
around them, describe their own 
feelings and get release from 
them. 

according to statistics, about 
350-400 children up to age 15 
suffer from oncological diseases 
and 284 children have angiostaxis 
in almaty. In general, 1,289 lit-
tle patients  received anti-tumor 
therapy in 2011. 

“children who suffer from 
angiostaxis are literally fragile. 
From their early childhood they 
are not allowed to run fast or 
play active games, as they have 
to be protected from falling and 
cutting themselves. such restric-
tions prevent them from leading 
normal lifes and because of that, 
these children need a psycho-
logical safety valve,” explained 
the President of the Kazakh as-
sociation of disabled People and 
angiostaxis Patients tamara ry-
balova.

the social programme for such 
children was launched in 2013 by 
the Kazaryan art studio. The first 
exhibition was held in october 
2010 and recently presented in 
Monaco, where it has attracted 
public attention.  

shooting on the 
“Marco Polo” series 
first began in late 
2012 after Weinstein 
entered into an 
agreement with the 
TV channel starz. 
Netflix then backed 
the project after it 
was abandoned by 
starz.

 A photograph from the new Marco Polo series.
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Officials Support Breeding of Tazy Hunting Dogs
By Julia Rutz

More than 150 dogs from eight 
regions were inspected for their 
hunting merits on sept. 22 in the 
Malaya timofeevka village near 
astana. the inspection was  or-
ganised by the Kansonar national 
association of hunters together 
with the association of national 
Kazakh sports. 

according to the organisers, 
tazy breed standards were ap-
proved by the Kazakhstan Min-
istry of agriculture in august. 
the next step will be the regis-
tration of Kazakh breed dogs by 
international dog organisations 
and announcing Kazakhstan as 
the country of origin of tazy and 
tobet dogs, which are endan-
gered now.

“tazy is a national symbol and 
pride. our ancestors were nomads 
and dogs played a vital role in 
their daily life, as they helped a 
lot while hunting and pasturing. It 
is important to continue breeding 
these dogs and save them from ex-
tinction,” Minister of agriculture 
of Kazakhstan assylzhan Mamyt-
bekov said at the event.

chairman of Kansonar asso-
ciation oralbai abdykarimov said 
that the organisation will further 
develop the breeding of hunting 
dogs. It is also planned to organ-
ise national hunting activities with 

game birds and hounds, as part of 
the touristic programme.

“We should send the applica-
tion for breed registration point-
ing out the total number and habi-
tat of tazy and tobet dogs. how 
successful the application will be 
depends on our insistence and sup-
port of other international dogs 
organisations,” explained abdyka-
rimov. 

the idea was also supported by a 
well-known expert and dog breed-
er association President vladimit 
ekk. he said that tazy dogs, being 
good hunters, have saved several 
villages from starving during hard 
times. this dog can hunt hares, 
foxes as well as roes, saiga and 
jeyran antelopes. even in soviet 
times, this dog attracted a lot of at-
tention thanks to its great hunting 
merits. a book, “asian greyhound 
taza and a hunt,” written by so-
viet researcher abram slutsky was 
published in 1939. 

“this is a strong, clean-limbed 
dog with a proportional head and 
a strong low jaw. the main ad-
vantage of this dog in comparison 
to other greyhounds is that it can 
use not only optic merits, but also 
smelling. If the dog loses sight of 
a prey it starts tracing by smelling 
which makes this dog a very valu-
able helper for local hunters, as we 
have deep grass and bushes in Ka-
zakhstan,” said ekk.

at the end of the event, the 
dogs and their owners were given 
awards and participation certifi-
cates. 

adventurers cross the country 
to promote youth patriotism

By Julia Rutz

twenty adventurers are in the 
midst of a cross-country expedi-
tion to increase patriotic feelings 
among Kazakh youth and popu-
larise the beauty and distinctive 
character of the country. 

Kazakh President nursultan 
nazarbayev launched the expe-
dition, titled Menin Elim – Man-
gilik El (My country – Eternal 
nation) on oct. 1 in aktau on the 
caspian sea, and participants will 
spend the next two months driving 
across the country to altai Moun-
tains and back to the capital in the 
centre of the country.

the expedition on five cars in-

cludes a diverse range of people 
and professions, such as an eth-
nographer, a journalist, an artist, 
a blogger, a cameraman, a doc-
tor and expedition administra-
tors. they will visit the regional 
centres of all 16 regions of Ka-
zakhstan, driving locally pro-
duced cars in order to promote 
the domestic automotive indus-
try. the expedition will finish in 
astana.

The official launch ceremony 
took place on the aktau quay 
with the participation of bolashak 
scholars, students of nazarbayev 
University, leaders of youth or-
ganisations and ethno-cultural 
centres, as well as winners of in-

ternational sport and science com-
petitions.  

The expedition reached its first 
destination, the city of atyrau on 
oct. 7, and it was in aktobe a few 
days later.

as the expedition moves across 
the country, it holds events aimed 
at 16-29-year-olds. 

“our goal is to unite the peo-
ple of Kazakhstan, especially the 
youth, by a common idea of the 
unity of history, culture, traditions 
of the people,” evgeni ribalko, 
the head of the project, said. 

Photo exhibitions and video 
clips about the cultural, touristic 
and industrial potential of the re-
gions will be presented along with 

car parades organised with local 
auto enthusiasts. the expedition 
will also collect about 10,000 
wishes that Kazakhs would like to 
wish one another. various compe-
titions will also be held with the 
winners receiving a free sightsee-
ing tour around the Mangystau 
region.

After the expedition, a film and 
a photo album summarising the 
journey’s brightest moments and 
the impressions of the participants 
will be presented to the public. 
the expedition is supported by the 
Mangystau region administra-
tion within Kazakhstan strategy 
2050 and the country’s tourism 
development programme.

Regional Governments 
Possess All Components 
Necessary to Improve 
Public Services, Says Official 

By michelle Witte

ASTANA – The governments in 
the region and Kazakhstan’s gov-
ernment, in particular, are working 
to improve service delivery and are 
reviewing european best practices, 
experts involved in reforming Ka-
zakhstan’s civil service said during 
an oct. 3 roundtable meeting in 
baku, azerbaijan titled, “effective 
Public service delivery.”.

“the governments of the region 
are working hard to further improve 
the delivery of public services,” 
said George Mirogiyannis, team 
leader of the european-funded pro-
ject “support civil service reform 
and Modernisation of the Govern-
ment of Kazakhstan” (csr), which 
aims to improve quality of life in 
Kazakhstan. “all the necessary 
components, such as political will, 
public consent and resources are 
available,” he said.

the meeting provided a platform 
for the discussion of the latest trends 
and challenges associated with pub-
lic services delivery, including the 
development of a mechanism for 
public control over the quality of 
services delivered, the role of senior 
executives and evaluation of the ac-
tivity of government authorities as 
a tool for improving the quality of 
public services. Mirogiyannis spoke 
about international trends, recent 
achievements and future priorities 
for the effective delivery of public 

services. the csr project is sup-
porting the government of Kazakh-
stan through sharing of best prac-
tices of europe and the world in the 
field of public service, he said.

representatives of government 
authorities of the commonwealth 
of Independent states (cIs), Geor-
gia and Mongolia, as well as in-
ternational organisations that are 
members of the regional public 
service hub took part in the discus-
sion. Jean-François lengellé, pro-
ject manager for the organisation 
for economic cooperation and de-
velopment (oecd) eurasia com-
petitiveness Programme; stephen 
Tull, UNDP resident representative 
in Kazakhstan; alikhan baimenov, 
chairman of the steering commit-
tee of the regional civil service 
hub in astana and bahram Khal-
ilov, chairman of the civil service 
commission of azerbaijan, also 
participated in the meeting.

Following the meeting, a study 
tour of the asan service centre of 
azerbaijan was organised, and a 
steering committee meeting of the 
regional hub was held.

the regional civil service hub 
was established in astana in March 
2013 with the aim of building an 
institutional framework and a per-
manent platform for the exchange 
of information and experience in 
public service between countries of 
the region.

students present
EXPO 2017-Related
Inventions in shymkent

By ainur Kuramyssova

ShYMKENT – Scientific pro-
jects related to eXPo 2017 devel-
oped by students of nazarbayev 
Intellectual schools, including a 
playground that produces electric-
ity, were presented during a recent 
festival in shymkent. 

students from 16 intellectual 
schools across the countrypre-
sented their inventations, devices 
and models in order to share ideas 
about the effective use of natural 
resources. Projects were evalu-
ated in four categories, including 
alternative energy and ecology, al-
ternative energy and economy, al-

ternative energy and industry, and 
alternative energy and technology.

student bayan sadvakassova 
received an award from the asta-
na eXPo 2017 company for her 
project that generates electricity 
from the movement of playground 
equipment. according to her cal-
culations, students using various 
exercise equipment generate ki-
netic energy that is then converted 
into electricity and absorbed by 
a generator. Using the resources 
available at her school, the young 
inventor was able to prove the vi-
ability of her idea. sadvakassova 
said she wants to promote a healthy 
lifestyle and help her nation. 

German Photographer Explores 
culture, contrasts of Kazakhstan

continued from page B1

Seitz first visited Kazakhstan 
five years ago, when he first con-
ceived of this project. he hopes 
to finish by the end of 2016, if not 
before, and to return to some of the 
scenes of photos he’s already made 
to see how they have changed.

the end of the project coincides 
with the upcoming eXPo 2017, 
which will be held in astana, and 
provides a neat framework for 
seitz’s second theme, energy. In 
talking to europeans about his 
project, seitz said, he was always 
asked, “Why are you so interested 
in Kazakhstan?” adding a project 
based on energy, always a global 
concern, seemed like a good hook 
for pulling interest toward the 
country and his work. 

exploring Kazakhstan’s rela-
tionship with its vast energy re-
sources, he came across the Ka-
zakhstan 2050 strategy announced 
by President nursultan naz-
arbayev at the end of 2012. “Part 
or most of this programme is say-
ing, ‘We must have renewable en-
ergy and sustainable strategies for 
our economy in 2050 and we have 
to start now, because we know in 
20-30 years, oil exploitation will 
get so expensive or no longer be 
profitable, and we must have alter-
natives to that.’ … I didn’t expect 
that. I thought it was very ambi-
tious, for Kazakhstan to take such 
a long-range view of things. so I 
thought, perfect. so my second 
theme is to take a historical view 

and a view of the future of this en-
ergy issue.”

seitz will be visiting cities and 
towns across the country over the 
course of the next two years, seek-
ing to capture the contrasts that he 
said are his way of illuminating 
beauty and reality. he also wants 
to show a side of Kazakhstan the 
world hasn’t seen much of. he is 

hoping to depict energy project 
works. 

“For other people to become in-
terested in the country, they must 
see something new,” he said. “not 
only landscapes … . I want to 
show things people haven’t seen 
up to now. you must show more 
than the eagle and the steppe and 
things like that.” 

“the point is, you must get 
close up to these things,” the pho-
tographer said. “People in other 
countries are interested, can be 
made interested. but they must 
see something new, and not only 
the stereotypes they already know 
about Kazakhstan: it’s cold and 
there is a big landscape and there 
are horses.” 

A Dieter Seitz’s photograph of Astana from his earlier shooting series.
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“This event was the 
first of its kind held 
in Kazakhstan. It 
was virtually the first 
time public attention 
was drawn to this 
issue.” – Vyacheslav 
Tyukhtin

Senator Suggests 
Housing, Social 

Support for Creative 
Professionals

By yelden sarybay

senator nurlan orazalin re-
quested during an oct. 2 plenary 
session with the Prime Minister of 
the republic of Kazakhstan that 
social programmes and housing 
support be provided for young pro-
fessionals working in the media, 
arts and culture.

“We have set up a media centre 
that meets all of world standards 
where our journalists work. Most 
are young journalists. For many, 
their social life is unprotected. 
they live in rented apartments. 
their social vulnerability can in 
some ways affect their profession-
al, creative activity,” said orazalin.

orazalin recommended settling 
journalists and artists in a purpose 
built district where the rent will be 
subsidised by the government. 

“In a rapidly changing world, 
the globalisation work of the me-
dia and journalists is very impor-
tant. According to official statis-
tics, currently in Kazakhstan there 
are 252 electronic media, 146 
tv/radio stations, 88 television 
companies and 58 radio compa-
nies, 98 cable operators and 1,364 
newspapers, 70 percent of them 
are non-state. there are also 522 
magazines, 64 agencies that are 
registered and working. all these 
media [outlets] are officially regis-
tered and employ a lot of journal-
ists. but we have no information 
about the social security of our 
journalists. they provide timely 
coverage of all the activities of all 
the work, all the political activity 
that is happening in our country,” 
said orazalin.

orazalin is a member of the 
socio-cultural development and 
science committee and a keen 
supporter of the arts. he worked as 
a writer for Kazakhstan Pioneer in 
1970 where he started his literary 
career. 

collection Boxes, nationwide programme
to address problem of e-Waste

By Zhandos sarmantayev

ASTANA – The government 
of Kazakhstan is moving to ad-
dress the growing problem of 
electronic waste through training 
programmes, technology disposal 
receptacles and awareness-raising 
events, and private electronic re-
cycling companies are taking on 
the challenge. 

“Management of electronic 
Waste,” a public-private partner-
ship project launched by the Ka-
zakh Ministry of energy and the 
UN Development Programme, 
began work in april to develop 
a mechanism for managing elec-
tronic waste, including mobile 
phones, and addressing safety is-
sues in electronic waste recycling. 
boxes for collecting obsolete 
phones were to be installed around 
cell phone vendors in astana and 
Karaganda, and awareness-raising 
campaigns highlighting the dan-
gers of electronic waste were to be 
designed. 

the results of the programme 
were presented last month at the 
ecotech conference in almaty. 
collection boxes were installed in 
the alser and sulpak electronics 
stores in Karaganda and astana, 
as well as in the Faculty of chem-
istry and chemical technology at 
the Kazakh National University, 
and the dream company for envi-
ronmentally friendly disposal will 

launch a new campaign in october 
to install collection boxes across 
their entire network in Kazakhstan 
as well as offer discounts on new 
equipment. 

vyacheslav tyukhtin, a special-
ist at an electronic waste recycling 
company, said the training on 
waste-disposal was much needed. 
“our companies need to strength-
en the capacity for recycling elec-
tronic waste. We perform standard 
procedures in selection and disin-
tegration, but often we are faced 
with a situation where we do not 

know where to find the right tech-
nology. It was very interesting and 
useful to participate together with 
other companies in the UNDP-or-
ganised training for the processing 
of electronic waste.” 

“This event was the first of its 
kind held in Kazakhstan. It was 
virtually the first time public at-
tention was drawn to this issue. 
We had a wonderful opportunity to 
listen to international experts from 
switzerland and austria, who have 
worked in this area for many years. 
We talked a lot about economic 

benefits of EPR [extended pro-
ducer responsibility, a concept that 
holds the producer of a product re-
sponsible for its entire life-cycle, 
including final disposal], methods 
of robust management of chemi-
cals in electronics, effective strat-
egies to collect electronic waste, 
electronics parsing techniques,” 
tuykhtin explained.

roman Mukhin, executive di-
rector of the electronic waste recy-
cling company Promtechnoresurs, 
which will dispose of the electron-
ic waste collected by the project, 

said, “the population should know 
about it. We have no support from 
the government and manufacturers 
of electronic equipment like sub-
sidies or tax breaks. also, hazard-
ous constituents are being ignored 
because the use of best available 
technologies is hard to find.” 

the country is on its way to 
treating its electronic waste more 
responsibly, however, he said. “In 
global practice, one of the most 
successful ways to support pro-
cessors of eW [electronic waste] 
is to introduce the principle of 
extended producer responsibil-
ity. the fact that even in 2013, 
the principle of ePr became part 
of the concept for Kazakhstan’s 
transition to a green economy, is 
a great encouragement, and Ka-
zakhstan is currently working on 
the development of relating legis-
lative provisions to make this hap-
pen. therefore, the main aspects 
of by-laws for ePr in electronic 
waste, based on international best 
practices, have become very time-
ly and necessary.”

In addition to training, notices 
about the eco-boxes have been 
handed out at electronics stores 
and announcements about them 
made at schools and on public 
transportation. at one store, alser, 
112 phones and two tablets were 
collected over a period of just one 
month.

electronic waste is a growing 
concern in many countries. heavy 
metals and dioxins are often pre-
sent inside common household 
electrical products, and when dis-
posed of improperly can leach into 
soil and groundwater, leading to 
potentially dangerous chemical 
build-ups. highly toxic fumes can 
be released into the air when plas-
tic and other electronic parts are 
burnt.

In april, the then-Ministry of 
environment and Water resources 
announced that 1.5 million person-
al computers had become electron-
ic waste in Kazakhstan as of 2010. 

Kazakh youth during the electronic waste training programme.
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almaty’s medeo skating Rink 
Opens for the Season

By dmitry lee

almaty’s renowned outdoor 
skating rink Medeo opened its 
doors for the season on oct. 4. 

Medeo is located 1,691 me-
tres above sea level, which 
makes it the highest skating 
rink in the world. the moun-
tain valley was named in hon-
our of Medeo, a wanderer who 
lived in the early 20th century 

and established settlements in 
the mountains atop the almaty 
mountain range.

the rink’s hours of operation 
have changed from last year, ac-
cording to information from the 
rink’s website. Weekday skat-
ing sessions now begin at 6 p.m. 
and end at 11 p.m. on tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and thursdays. on 
Fridays and the weekends, there 
will be two sessions from 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. and an evening session 
from 6 p.m. until 11 p.m. 

two-hour skate rental starts 
from $10 for adults, $4 for students 
while children until 7 years old and 
pensioners are allowed to skate for 
free. rooms at the adjacent Medeu 
hotel can also be rented for $30 for 
a regular room or $100 for a de-
luxe room. the facility also offers 
a sauna, gym and conference hall 
for business meetings.

astana marriott launches 
new sunday Brunch

By michelle Witte

ASTANA – The Astana Marri-
ott hotel launched its new sunday 
brunch on oct. 19 in the hotel’s aro-
ma restaurant. 

brunches will be held every third 
sunday of each month and feature 
an international buffet and a separate 
children’s play and learning area or-
ganized by the team of astana Gym-
boree. brunches will run from 12:30 
p.m. to 4 p.m. and cost 8,500 tenge 
(approx. US$45), with a 50 percent 
discount offered for children from 
6-11 years of age, Marketing Man-
ager nina nikitina explained at the 
inaugural brunch on oct. 19. chil-
dren under 5 years old eat and play 
for free.

the selection debuted on sun-
day, which included oysters, sea-
food and sushi, a selection of 
salads and hot dishes, cheese and 
charcuterie, as well as a spread of 
house-made breads, pastries and 
desserts, is intended to provide 
something for everyone, executive 
chef Benoit letellier said. “With 
the brunch menu we are trying to 
meet everyone’s taste and to reach 
a wider range of people from both 
local and international communi-

ties. We are trying to have different 
cuisines for everybody, so every-
one can find their way – not pro-
viding only european or only local 
dishes.”

With an Indonesian sous-chef and 
a Thai pastry chef, letellier calls 
aroma’s kitchen a good mix: “With 
such an eclectic team, we comple-
ment each other in terms of creativ-
ity and style added with the national 
touches of Kazakhstan. so it’s a mix, 
and it allows us to cater tailor made 
events and meet different expecta-
tions..”

the astana Marriott sunday 

brunch will be repeated and follow 
seasons and products, though on 
special occasions and holidays, aro-
ma will offer a special menu.

For astana’s parents, Gymboree, 
the retail and early child develop-
ment company, has set up a play 
and learning area in the front lobby, 
where children from 0-6 years of age 
are supervised by Gymboree em-
ployees during free play and offered 
interactive music and arts classes. a 
selection children’s favorite food is 
also provided in the play area.

the next brunch is scheduled for 
nov. 16.

Ancient Kazakh History on Display at New Shymkent Exhibition 
By lyubov dobrota

ShYMKENT – An exhibition 
centre housing artefacts from ar-
chaeological sites in the region, 
including important early writ-
ten texts, has been opened at the 
south Kazakhstan state Pedagog-
ical Institute. 

the new permanent exhibition 
aims to promote the history and 
cultural heritage of the Kazakhs 
among the public and visitors to 
the city as well as students. It pre-
sents information and artefacts 
from the tribes that have inhab-
ited the region from the bronze 
age to the state of Karakhanid, 
which was active until the 13th 
century. the relics of the region’s 
history have been collected over 
50 years of annual field seasons 
organised by the archaeological 
unit of the Faculty of history of 
the shymkent Pedagogical Insti-
tute. nikolai Podushkin founded 
the archaeological team; his son, 
Professor alexander Podushkin, 
now continues his activity. 

“The findings gathered in the 
exhibition centre are a good ex-
ample of the high level of mate-
rial and spiritual development of 

the Kazakhs,” said Podushkin. 
“thanks to the work of archae-
ologists, we are learning about 
the culture of our ancestors, espe-
cially nomads, who, wandering, 
have not left monumental build-
ings. the artefacts allow us to 
show the world the achievements 
of nomadic culture. this was em-
phasised by the head of state in 
his speech about the past, present 
and future of our country.” 

the discoveries have allowed 
archaeologists to determine that 
the Kangyui state existed only in 
the south of Kazakhstan, and it 
was born before the current era. 
clay tablets in the Kangyui script 
are the key exhibits of the centre. 
objects related to the written cul-
ture of the Kultobe settlement in 
south Kazakhstan have aroused 
the interest of museums around 
the world, and led to Podush-
kin being invited to the national 
academy of France. he has also 
presented papers to the british 
Museum. 

Podushkin’s finds are the old-
est written records to be found in 
Kazakhstan. Professor nicholas 
sims-Williams of the school of 
oriental and african studies at 

the University of london helped 
decipher the inscriptions. the 
texts are very important and valu-
able for historians, ethnologists, 
linguists, archaeologists and cul-
tural specialists of central asia, 
engaged in researching the least 
studied period in the history of 
these regions: the first centuries 
of our era. 

“the decrypted script has 
unique information that allows us 
to learn about many events. … . 
The significance of this is enor-
mous: it is autochthonous; i.e. 
the Kangyuis were writing about 
themselves. It is also called the 
Imperial aramaic script. Fully 
read, the texts of Kultobe will not 
only broaden, deepen or clarify 
some of the pages of the history 
of ancient states and regions, but 
will also help change or overwrite 
them. the scripts in the context 
of international tourism could 
be another historic brand for our 
country, along with such monu-
ments of archaeology and archi-
tecture as otrar and the turkestan 
mausoleum. and in the future, a 
national park devoted to ancient 
writing can be created,” Podush-
kin said.

Major China TV Channel 
to air documentary series 
on Kazakh culture

By dmitry lee

ASTANA – china’s main broad-
caster, china central tv6, has 
completed a documentary about 
Kazakhstan, the china Movie 
channel reported.

The five twenty-minute episodes 
will unveil Kazakh cuisine, cloth-
ing and folk games. chinese jour-
nalist nina Wang, who has trav-
elled to more than 40 countries, 
will tell the story of the nation’s 
lifestyle as well as cook and eat 
Kazakh national dishes like besh-
barmak (horse meat and wide noo-
dles) and kumys (fermented horse 
milk). Wang also tried on national 
dresses like the saukele, the tradi-
tional embroidered headdress of 
Kazakh women, and galloped into 
the steppe on a horse.

The chinese filmmakers were 
particularly interested in historical 
Kazakhstan, especially the places 
that lie along the silk road and 
mark the thousand years of contact 
and shared history between the 
two countries. 

The film crew travelled to Se-
mey to shoot at the Zhidebai 
complex, the home of the famous 
Kazakh poet, philosopher and 
composer abai Kunabayev, and 
the yenlik-Kebek mausoleum. 
then they crossed the country to 
shymkent, in southern Kazakh-
stan, to document the beauty of 
the adam and eve mount, the four 
metre tall mountain split in half by 
a narrow path, where supposedly 
only the innocent can fit. They 
also visited the ak bora spring. 
the crew also stopped by histori-

cal sites, including sauran, turke-
stan, otyrar and taraz to shoot 
the tamgaly tas petroglyph site 
and the aisha bibi and Kara Khan 
mausoleums, then continued to 
the Kapshagai reserve and to al-
maty to film charyn canyon.  

cctv reaches audiences of ap-
proximately 800 million with pro-
grammes like its annual chinese 
new year broadcast. 

The five twenty-
minute episodes 
will unveil Kazakh 
cuisine, clothing and 
folk games.
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Kazakhstan Wins 
Gold, overall medal 
count at astana Judo 
Grand prix

By dmitry lee

Kazakhstan’s former world 
champion and top judoka Maxim 
rakov won gold in the men’s un-
der 100 kilogrammes category at 
the season-ending asian leg of the 
International Judo Federation’s 
(IJF) World tour held at the capi-
tal’s sary arka cycle track oct. 9 
through 12.

Rakov clinched his fifth Grand 
Prix title by defeating 2012 lon-
don olympics bronze medalist 
dmitri Peters of Germany in the 
finals. The fight was close and was 

eventually decided in the shido 
penalties.

Kazakhstan also won the tour-
nament’s medal count with two 
gold, two silver and three bronze 
medals. one of Kazakhstan’s gold 
medals was won by yeldos sme-
tov, who also won gold at the re-
cent 17th asian Games in south 
Korea.

the event attracted 277 compet-
itors from 37 countries and includ-
ed a surprise gold medal win by 
Tajik Komronshoh Ustopiriyon. It 
was the first gold medal taken by 
an athlete from tajikistan.

Oskars Bartulis: 
I don’t mind 
Being called askar 

By yerlan Zhanayev

latvian hockey star and Astana 
barys player oskars baruis re-
cently played his first match with 
barys against Metallurg from no-
vokuznetsk. Following the match, 
bartulis spoke with the astana 
times about playing with his new 
team.

You’ve arrived, so to speak, 
from the ship to the ball. How has 
such a short adjustment period 
been in Astana? 

the club management organised 
everything perfectly so that it was 
not necessary to think about any-
thing other than hockey. Prior to 
arrival, I trained hard in latvia. 

In your debut match, you spent 
more than 25 minutes on the ice; 
this is the second longest time in 
the team. Isn’t that too rough a 
start?

the barys coaching staff trusted 
me. they let me play both in the 
majority and in the minority, and 
in equal compositions. I just tried 
to play my best hockey. I really 
wanted to play. 

For you it was the first match 
under the new rules... 

before the game, I consulted 
with partners on this issue. For ex-
ample, when playing in the minor-
ity, you do not have much chance 
to shoot because the play area is 
much bigger. one needs to get 
used to it.

In your first match for Barys, 
you went on the ice together 
with Roman Savchenko. Did you 
find common language with him 
quickly? 

We had only one training ses-

sion together and discussed some 
details. I think if things continue in 
the same vein, then with each game 
understanding with savchenko 
will be better. 

Your technique and style is rem-
iniscent of legendary Latvian de-
fender Sandis Ozolinsh. Did you 
specifically study it or is it just a 
coincidence? 

seriously? I didn’t train how to 
do it. by the way, it is an interest-
ing comparison. It would be nec-
essary to further explore his tech-
nique. ozolinsh was my idol. 

On the eve of your first match, 
Barys head coach Andrey Naz-
arov recalled the Olympic tourna-
ment match between the Canadi-
ans and the Latvian team, where 
you participated. He noted that 
for the Maple Leaves that was the 
most intense match in Sochi. Do 
you remember that game? 

yes, it was a very stubborn 
game, I remember it. the score 
was tied for a long time, but at the 
end of the match the canadians 
put the squeeze on us, realising the 
game in the majority. We lacked 
just a little bit to win a historic vic-
tory for latvia.

Have you had an opportunity to 
see Astana?

I haven’t had such an opportuni-
ty because I have spent all my time 
training and acclimatising. now I 
have to concentrate on the games, 
and then if I have free time, I will 
have a look at astana.

Your name is consonant with 
the Kazakh name Askar? Would 
you mind if the fans start calling 
you Askar?

no, I would not mind at all.

Kazakh Boxer akberbayev defeats 
american sarran, extends Winning streak 

By dmitry lee

almaty boxer Isa akberbayev 
knocked out Geovanni sarran 
from Palmdale, california, in san-
ta Monica on oct. 1 in round four 
to continue his professional 13-
win career streak.

With a five-kilogramme weight 
disadvantage but an almost 
20-centimetre height advantage 
over sarran, akberbayev, a.k.a. 
‘bumblebee’, (190 cm, 87.9 kgs)  
knocked out sarran (170 cm, 93.1 
kgs) in front of his home crowd.

sarran, with a shorter reach, had 
to get close to his opponent, which 
made akberbayev’s job easier 
without having to chase the ameri-
can along the ropes.

Sarran took a beating in the first 
three rounds and dropped in the 
fourth after taking a right from the 
Kazakh that finished the bout.

akberbayev continues his unde-
feated streak, with only one ‘no’ de-
cision record on his sheet that was a 
stoppage loss to anthony Ferrante 

in January 2013. the match was 
later invalidated when Ferrante 
failed a post-fight drug test.

Following the akberbayev-
sarran bout, Frenchman has-
san n’dam defeated american 

curtis stevens by unanimous 
decision in the evening’s other 
event.

continued from page B1

the Kazakh national team’s 
performance at the asian Games 
builds on its impressive wins at 
the Olympic Games in london in 
2012, in which Kazakhstan fin-

ished 12th in the medals tally with 
seven gold medals, one silver and 
five bronze.

Kazakhstan’s reputation as a 
sports nation is also being bol-
stered by its hosting of major 
sporting events. the 11th asian 

Winter Games in 2011 were held 
in almaty and astana, where 
Kazakhstan topped the medals 
count with 32 gold, 21 silver and 
17 bronze medals. and now the 
country is bidding to host the 2022 
Winter olympics in almaty.

Total medal count by country

  G s b total
1 china 151 108 83 342
2 Korea 79 71 84 234
3 Japan 47 76  77 200
4 Kazakhstan  28 23 33 84

Oscars Bartulis is shown during a regular KHL season game. The Kazakhstan national Olympic team during the opening ceremony of the 17th Asian Games in Incheon.

Kazakhstan Paralympians Win Nine Medals 
So Far at Incheon 2014 Asian Para Games

By nadezhda Khamitova

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s para-
lympians won one gold, four sil-
ver and four bronze medals over 
two days at the Incheon 2014 
asian Para Games.

on oct. 20, anuar akhme-
tov of astana set an asian Para 
Games record in the 100 me-
tre backstroke for athletes with 
visual impairments, with a time 
of 1:10.66. he also won the sil-
ver medal in the 100m freestyle 
event on the same day, while his 
teammate Mansurbek Ibrashev of 
shymkent took the bronze.

“It was tough struggle for vic-
tory. My competitor was from 
Japan, he was really strong, but 
I didn’t want to give him my 
gold medal,” akhmetov told 
the astana times. “I would like 

to underline that all the athletes 
are strong and are demonstrat-
ing their best techniques, which 
takes these competitions to a new 
level.”

akhmetov is one of the leading 
athletes of these Para Games. on 
oct. 19, he won two silver med-
als in the 400m and 50m free-
style events.

On the same day, Dmitry lee 
won bronze medals in the 100m 
freestyle and 100m butterfly for 
athletes with physical impair-
ments.

Wheelchair dance sport compe-
titions kicked off on oct. 20 and 
the first day brought Kazakhstan 
a silver medal. south Korean pair 
Jaewoo lee and hye-Jong Yang, 
currently second in the world in 
the combi standard class one, 
took the crown once again with 

high marks in all their dances. 
Kazakhstan’s ardak otarbayev 
and aidana beglenova took sil-
ver, while hong Kong’s Wah Ke-
ung Ma and hei Man ho came 
in third.

Kazakhstan’s volleyball team 
has a good chance for a medal, as 
they won their first game against 
Japan. the volleyball competi-
tion will run through the end of 
the week. 

the Incheon 2014 asian Para 
Games kicked off with a colour-
ful opening ceremony launched 
by the Prime Minister of south 
Korea chung hung Won at Mun-
hak stadium on oct. 18.

In an opening speech, Presi-
dent of the asian Paralympic 
committee dato Zainal abu 
Zarin paid tribute to the Korean 
government, authority and citi-

zens of Incheon for their unwa-
vering commitment in organising 
the Games, which were launched 
about two weeks after the end of 
the asian Games. 

“here in Incheon, we will wit-
ness the magic of para sporting 
action. to be able to be here, to 
be among asia’s best, is a feat in 
itself. to everyone who has made 
it to Incheon, congratulations,” 
said dato Zainal in his speech.

Kazakhstan is represented by 
84 athletes in nine sports: ar-
chery, athletics, judo, powerlift-
ing, shooting, swimming, table 
tennis, sitting volleyball and 
wheelchair dance.

the 2014 asian Para Games 
opened on oct. 18 and will run 
through oct. 24. athletes from 
41 countries will compete in 23 
sports.

asian Games Victories Further country’s 
Reputation as Sporting Nation
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Astana Dombyra Party Highlights 
Kazakh culture, pride

BIe commends astana’s 
EXPO 2017 Preparations 
during Briefing in Paris

By Danna Bopezhanova

the bureau International des 
expositions (bIe) commended 
astana’s preparations for eXPo 
2017 as a Kazakh delegation led 
by First deputy Foreign Minister 
and eXPo 2017 commissioner 
rapil Zhoshybaev and chairman 
of the board of the astana eXPo 
2017 national company talgat yer-
megiyaev reported to the bureau’s 
executive committee in Paris on 
oct. 15.

Zhoshybayev briefed committee 
members on preparations to host 
eXPo 2017 in astana implement-
ed since the 155th bIe General 

Assembly officially recognised 
Kazakhstan’s bid on June 10 and 
on fulfillment of Kazakhstan’s 
obligations to the bIe, including 
ensuring the legal basis for the 
eXPo organisation. 

he also elaborated on the start of 
eXPo 2017 international promo-
tions, outcomes of his internation-
al visits to confirm countries’ par-
ticipation in the exhibition, public 
relations campaigns, communica-
tions tools and events. he also an-
nounced plans for the first meet-
ing of international participants 
of EXPO 2017 and the first forum 
dedicated to the theme “Future en-
ergy,” scheduled for oct. 22-24 in 
astana. heads of government bod-
ies of foreign states responsible for 
their participation in the eXPo as 
well as various experts in the field 
of renewable and alternative en-
ergy will be attending these events.

talgat yermegiyaev reported on 
the preparatory status of the regis-
tration dossier and its main parts, 
including the theme of the eXPo, 
master, content, communication, 
commercialisation and financial 
plans and post-exhibition use of 
objects. he also informed on the 
progress of construction and other 
activities of the astana eXPo 2017 
national company, emphasising 
that all the sites of the exhibition 
would be finished in time and as-
suring the committee that Kazakh-

stan was making every effort to or-
ganise a qualitative exhibition.

at the end of the meeting, the 
committee commended the work 
done by Kazakhstan. earlier, dur-
ing an International communica-
tion committee session on oct. 
7, bIe General secretary vicente 
Gonsalez loscertales underlined 
the high level of preparedness of 
the astana team and the quality of 
its structured presentation on eXPo 
2017 promotions, particularly un-
derlining the non-standard applica-
tion of communications tools and 
efforts to attract a diverse audience.

at the executive committee 
meeting, the bIe committee also 
heard reports on preparations for 
the Milan eXPo 2015, horticul-
tural eXPo antalya 2016 and 
dubai eXPo 2020.

the Kazakh delegation and the 
bIa leadership agreed to organise 
a visit of bIe General secretary 
loscertales to Kazakhstan Oct. 20 
through oct. 23. 

eXPo 2017, scheduled for June 
10 through october 10, 2017, is 
dedicated to the theme “Future 
energy” and seeks to foster ac-
tion to reach energy efficiency. 
Participants from more than 100 
countries, 10 international organi-
sations and various leading com-
panies in the field of innovative 
technologies are expected to attend 
the event.

First European 
Laser Eye Surgery 

Centre Opens in Astana
By dmitry lee

ASTANA – The first European 
laser Eye Surgery centre has 
opened in astana at the repub-
lican diagnostic center (rdc), 
in collaboration with the slova-
kian oftum clinic, with the focus 
on eye diagnostics, surgery and 
treatment of complicated eye dis-
eases.

“In order to receive an eye sur-
gery, Kazakh citizens do not nec-
essarily need to go abroad now, 
such operations can be performed 
in astana,” said rdc chairman of 
the board and President of the as-
sociation of diagnostic centres of 
Kazakhstan nurzhan otarbayev. 

“those Kazakhs who travel 
abroad and spend a certain amount 
of money [for such surgeries], can 
now save up to 70 percent on ac-
commodation and airfares, plus 
such operations require certain 
post-operational observations, 
which can be hard to arrange in a 
foreign country,” otarbayev ex-
plained. 

according to him, the project 
has been in the process of estab-
lishment for about nine months 
from the beginning of the year. 
It has been realised thanks to the 
systematic work with colleagues 
from slovakia and the support of 
young Kazakh entrepreneurs who 
have a clear understanding of the 
goals of the head of state to attract 
foreign investors. “I am glad that 
there are businessmen in Kazakh-
stan who connect medicine with 

investors from abroad, because 
physicians are used to their own 
circle and do not have communi-
cation with the potential investors 
who would be willing to enter [the 
market of Kazakhstan],” said the 
chairman. 

the investments, which have 
amounted to 2.5 million euros to 
date, according to rdc’s press 
service, include operational 
equipment, the construction of 
the centre according to european 
clinical standards, three operat-
ing rooms, using unidirectional 
flow diffusers with built-in micro 
filter ceiling type (laminar flow) 
and ophthalmic diagnostic mod-
ule. Facilities are equipped with 
the latest laser equipment, the 
first in Kazakhstan excimer laser 
MEl90 and the only in Astana 
femtosecond laser visumax, total-
ing 800,000 euros. surgeries will 
be carried out by experts from 
europe with further training by 
rdc’s own specialists. 

“We have performed eight re-
fractive laser surgeries since oct. 
16,” said the head of the depart-
ment of Minimally Invasive oph-
thalmic surgery at the rdc aida 
smagulova. 

“to date, refractive laser surgery 
is a new kind of ophthalmology. 
It is not very developed and pre-
sented in only major centres such 
as astana, almaty and Karaganda. 
such methodologies, which of-
tum offers today, will be used for 
the first time in Kazakhstan,” she 
concluded.

EXPO 2017, 
scheduled for 
June 10 through 
October 10, 2017, 
is dedicated to the 
theme “Future 
Energy” and seeks 
to foster action 
to reach energy 
efficiency. 

a dombyra is a two-stringed, long-
necked lute-type instrument with 
seven to nine frets. The tear-shaped 
instrument is played with one, two or 
five fingers.

By malika orazgaliyeva

ASTANA – Professional and 
amateur musicians participated in 
an oct. 4 dombyra party musical 
event at the new national Mu-
seum of Kazakhstan to promote 
the traditions of the Kazakh peo-
ple and the national instrument 
known as the dombyra.

the musicians played “kuis” 
(instrumental compositions) on 
their dombyras along with other 
traditional Kazakh melodies and 
folk songs. Guests also enjoyed 
the traditional Kazakh treat baur-
saks and the national drink kumys.

the dombyra party was held at 
the museum, which was opened 
July 2 by Kazakh President nursul-
tan nazarbayev, in order to gather 
those interested in Kazakh culture. 
the event was also attended by for-
eign visitors, diplomats and others.

“For us, it is important that 
young people do not forget their 
roots and understand the beauty 
of the national instruments, such 
as dombyra,” said one of the or-
ganisers of the event.

Music has been an integral part 
of Kazakhstan’s culture for cen-
turies. Kazakhstan takes pride in 
the fact that its music is unique. 
Kazakh music is focused around 

its national instrument, the domb-
yra. a dombyra is a two-stringed, 
long-necked lute-type instrument 
with seven to nine frets. the 
tear-shaped instrument is played 
with one, two or five fingers. In 

ancient times, dombyra players 
wandered around Kazakh lands 
strumming their instruments 
singing poetry as they walked. 
the dombyra became the focal 

instrument of Kazakhstan folk 
music.

“the idea of the dombyra party 
was born during the london Olym-
pic games in august 2012, when our 
athletes won another golden medal. 
Inspired by the victory and pride 
for our country, a group of young 
people went to nurzhol boulevard 
and started to sing folk songs and 
play the dombyra. a crowd began 
to gather and it spontaneously grew 
into a national event,” said one of 
the party’s founders, journalist 
Maralbek sagynganov.

today, dombyra parties gather 
listeners not only in all regional 
centres of Kazakhstan, but also 
in countries like Mongolia, rus-
sia, turkey, england, Portugal 
and china. Usually such parties 
abroad are organised by Kazakh 
students. the invitations to the 
event are sent via social networks.


