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President Nazarbayev addressed an enlarged government session on Aug. 6 announcing major restructuring and reshuffle. 
see also an editorial on Page A6.
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President Restructures, Reshuffles 
Kazakh Government, sets new Goals

By Zhanara Abdulova

astana – addressing an en-
larged government session in the 
akorda presidential residence on 
aug. 6, Kazakh President nur-
sultan nazarbayev announced a 
major government reshuffle and 
restructuring.  

“the decision has been made 
on a new structure of government 
consisting of 12 ministries and 
about 30 committees, instead of 17 
ministries, nine agencies and 54 
committees. all nine agencies will 
enter the ministries in the form of 
committees,” nazarbayev said.

“We need to create an effective 
system of public administration. 
We need a compact government. 

There shouldn’t be more officials 
than are required,” the President 
underscored. “Kazakhstan needs 
an efficient system of governance 
to enter the top 30 most developed 
countries,” he said.

thus, the new national econ-
omy Ministry will take over the 
duties of the Ministry of econ-
omy and Budget Planning, the 
Ministry of Regional develop-
ment, the state statistics agency, 
the agency for Regulation of 
natural Monopolies, the agency 
for Protection of Competition 
and the Consumer Protection 
agency. 

“upon the recommendation of 
the prime minister, yerbolat dos-
sayev [the former minister of econ-

omy and budget planning] shall be 
appointed the national economy 
minister,” nazarbayev said. 

the Ministry of Health and the 
Ministry of Labour and social 
Protection have merged into the 
Ministry of Health and social 
development. tamara duisseno-
va, the former minister of labour 
and social protection, has been 
appointed the head of the new 
ministry.

In perhaps the largest merger 
ever, the new Ministry of Invest-
ment and development will ab-
sorb the functions and powers of 
the Ministry of Industry and new 
technologies, the Ministry of 
transport and Communications, 
the agency for Communication 

and Information and the national 
space agency (Kazcosmos). In 
addition, it will deal with issues of 
energy efficiency and geology. As-
set Issekeshev, former minister of 
industry and new technologies, has 
been appointed to this office. 

nazarbayev also announced 
the re-establishment of a new 
Ministry of energy, which will 
be headed by vladimir shkol-
nik, a two-time former energy 
minister. the new ministry will 
assume the functions and powers 
of the Ministry of Oil and gas, 
the Ministry of Industry and 
new technologies and the Min-
istry of environment and Water 
Resources.

continued on Page A2

Nazarbayev Urges 
Peaceful Solution  
to Ukraine Crisis

– –
Says Kazakhstan Committed to Further 

Attracting Foreign Investment
By Zhanara Abdulova

ASTANA – Escalating conflict 
and tit-for-tat sanctions are a road 
to nowhere, Kazakh President 
nursultan nazarbayev said, re-
ferring to the expanding standoff 
between the West and Russia over 
ukraine as he received credentials 
from six newly appointed ambas-
sadors in the akorda presidential 
residence on aug. 12. 

“The ongoing conflict in 
ukraine [and] the destabilisation 
of the situation in the Middle east 
and other regions of the world are 
consequences of the global cri-
sis that have spread beyond the 
economic and financial spheres,” 
nazarbayev stressed in his re-
marks at the ceremony. “In these 
challenging times, it is of utmost 
importance that further escala-
tion of the conflict and toughen-
ing of sanctions against each other 
should be prevented. this is a road 
to nowhere. Finding areas of com-
mon ground and negotiating is the 
only option. Kazakhstan continues 
to be committed to this option and 

is doing its best to influence the 
situation. the main thing is not to 
stop looking for peaceful means of 
conflict resolution.”

the ambassadors presenting their 
credentials were Hidayat abdul 
Hamid of Malaysia, Jaan Reinhold 
of estonia, abdurahman al-salim 
sueyti of Libya, Mojtaba damirchilu 
of Iran, nazirmad alizoda of tajik-
istan and sean Perry style of Canada.

the President congratulated the 
envoys on their appointments, ex-
pressing confidence that the active 
work of diplomats will contribute 
to the further development of com-
prehensive and mutually beneficial 
cooperation between the countries.

“Kazakhstan is opening a new 
page in its history. the Kazakhstan 
2050 strategy envisages new de-
velopment priorities and includes 
an important and large-scale task: 
joining the top 30 most-developed 
economies of the world. the strat-
egy is aimed at strengthening mu-
tually beneficial cooperation with 
all foreign partners of our coun-
try,” nazarbayev said.

continued on Page A3

ATom Project seeks 100,000 signatures 
Against nuclear weapons 

By dmitry lee

as the summer days become 
shorter and shorter, the atOM 
Project, the education and online 
petition campaign against nu-
clear tests and weapons, is pre-
paring to take part in a major in-
ternational conference dedicated 
to the International day against 
nuclear tests on aug.29. the 
conference to be held in Kazakh-
stan’s capital is being put togeth-
er by the nobel Peace Prize-win-
ning organisation, International 

Physicians for the Prevention of 
nuclear War (IPPnW).

since its launch in 2012, the 
atOM Project has mustered over 
90,000 signatures in support of a 
nuclear-weapon-free future from 
more than 100 countries. the 
atOM Project and its honorary 
ambassador Karipbek Kuyukov, a 
famous painter who was born arm-
less near the semipalatinsk nuclear 
test site, have travelled across eu-
rope, north america and Far east 
asia in hopes of raising awareness 
among the citizens of the world. 

Kuyukov told the astana times 
about the atOM Project, why it is 
relevant today and about the aug. 
29 un International day against 
nuclear tests.

How is your project relevant 
in a world where nuclear weap-
ons tests are no longer frequently 
conducted?

Well, we all know that north 
Korea still conducts nuclear 
tests from time to time and while 
only one country is still testing, 
others have inklings to do that. 
the atOM Project is still im-

portant today because people 
around the world realise through 
common sense that we all live in 
fear and that one little red button 
is more powerful than the voices 
of millions. the atOM Project 
serves as a reminder to human-
ity to stay alert against nuclear 
weapons. We need to educate 
people on the issue, show the 
consequences of nuclear tests 
and explosions and make sure 
neither Hiroshima nor nagasaki 
happens again.

continued on Page B2

youth debate societal challenges, civic 
engagement on International youth day

By michelle witte

astana – the united na-
tions in Kazakhstan marked In-
ternational youth day on aug. 12 
with a conference open to all in-
terested young people and youth 
organisations. It was addressed 
by programme staff from the 
un development Programme, 
un volunteers and unICeF and 
opened by un Permanent Repre-
sentative in Kazakhstan stephen 
tull. 

It was standing room only in 
the undP building’s conference 
hall, as students from nazarbayev 
university, eurasia national uni-
versity and other schools in asta-
na as well as young interns from 
a number of the capital’s embas-
sies and representatives from the 
astana akimat and the Ministry of 
education and science listened to 
presentations on the un’s work 

in Kazakhstan and took part in 
conversations ranging from bul-
lying and mental health issues to 
sustainable development to po-
litical engagement. 

umit Kazhgaliyeva, unICeF 
programme officer, presented 
on work in mental health in Ka-
zakhstan, which leads in youth 
suicide rates in the Common-
wealth of Independent states 
and eastern europe and has the 
fifth highest youth suicide rate in 
the world. around the world, 20 
percent of young people experi-
ence some type of mental health 
problem, she said. “In Kazakh-
stan in 2011, more than 55,0000 
adolescents, children and young 
people were registered with men-
tal health conditions. … [a]nd as 
you know, the actual numbers are 
usually higher,” she said. 

attendees followed the pres-
entation with pointed questions 

about access to psychiatric help 
and what was being done to con-
nect young people to mental 
health resources. Kazhgaliyeva 
outlined programmes like the 
Inclusive society Programme, a 
joint effort by unICeF and the 
special Olympics that brings to-
gether young people with and 
without mental health issues 
through education, sport and 
health programmes, as well as 
the youth Friendly services cen-
tres created with the Ministry of 
Health to provide free and confi-
dential psychological and repro-
ductive health services. there are 
now 17 such centres around the 
country. unICeF also supports 
violence prevention programmes, 
child justice programmes and 
other youth-oriented initiatives 
through partnerships with the Ka-
zakh government. 

continued on Page B5

senate elections 
to Be Held oct. 1

By michelle witte

astana – President nursul-
tan nazarbayev of Kazakhstan 
has set Oct.1, 2014, as the date 
of Kazakhstan’s next senate elec-
tion, the country’s eighth since 
achieving independence in 1991. 
eighty candidates, including four 
women, have registered with the 
Central election Commission as 
of aug. 13, 65 self-nominated.

the election was announced on 
aug. 1, and nominations for the 
16 available senate seats will be 
made from aug. 2-31. Registra-
tion of candidates will run until 
sept. 11 and campaigns will be 
conducted sept. 12-29.

senators in Kazakhstan serve 
six-year terms, with half of the 
elected ones up for re-election 
every three years. this round of 
elections will replace senators 
elected in december of 2008. the 
most recent senate election was 

held in 2011. Kazakhstan’s Par-
liamentary election legislation 
mandates that elections must be 
competitive, meaning there must 
be at least two candidates listed 
on the ballot for each available 
seat.  

Of the bicameral Parliament’s 
47 senators, 15 are appointed by 
the President at his discretion. 
appointees come with various 
backgrounds, including some 
from political parties and the as-
sembly of the People of Kazakh-
stan, a national body organised 
to provide additional representa-
tion for the country’s many eth-
nic groups. It is expected that 
new appointments will begin 
to be made during and after the 
election, Marat sarsembayev, a 
member of Kazakhstan’s Central 
election Commission, told the 
astana times in an interview on 
aug. 13.

continued on Page A2

A farmer checks on the soya sprouts in east Kazakhstan region which seeks to develop its agriculture using what amounts 
to two thirds of all the country’s water resources. 
see the story regarding the future of Kazakhstan’s agriculture on Page A5.
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the new Ministry of Culture 
and sports will absorb the func-
tions and powers of the Ministry 
of Culture, the agency for Reli-
gious affairs and the agency for 
sports and Physical activities. 
arystanbek Mukhamediuly, the 
former minister of culture, shall 
be the head of the newly created 
body. 

From now on, the Prime Minis-
ter of Kazakhstan will have only 
two deputies: First deputy Prime 
Minister Bakytzhan sagintayev 
and deputy Prime Minister for hu-
man development, gulshara ab-
dykalykova.

“the rest of the ministries shall 
remain, with certain changes in 
their powers. In particular, budget 
planning functions shall be trans-
ferred from the Ministry of econ-
omy and Budget Planning to the 
Ministry of Finance, while another 
area of budget planning issues 
will be handed over to the Finance 
Ministry,” nazarbayev said. 

Kazakhstan’s Financial Police 
has been dissolved and its func-
tions transferred to the agency 
of Civil service affairs and anti-
Corruption enforcement. the 
emergency situations Ministry 
has been abolished and its func-
tions transferred to the Interior 
Ministry.

Key issues of social and eco-
nomic development as well as new 
tasks and challenges for the up-
coming period were also discussed 
during the meeting. 

“the further economic policy of 
the government should be focused 
on the existing risks. today, we 
have to develop new responses to 
a changing environment,” Presi-
dent nazarbayev said. He noted 
that all the required conditions and 
decisions have been made for the 
fruitful work of public authorities 
in Kazakhstan. 

the President stressed that the 
current situation in the world econ-

omy, in both its regional and glob-
al aspects, requires close attention

He called on the government to 
boost its activity to achieve the ob-
jectives set out in the Kazakhstan 
2050 strategy. 

“today, the government and 
public authorities face a range of 
new tasks and challenges. the 
treaty on the eurasian economic 
union shall come into force on 
Jan. 1, 2015. at the same time, Ka-
zakhstan is in the final stages of ne-
gotiations to join the WtO [World 
trade Organisation]. In december 
2014, a country programme of co-
operation with the OeCd [Organi-
sation for economic Cooperation 
and development] will be adopt-
ed. therefore, we need to continue 
promoting economic growth in the 
context of integration. We should 
actively work with our Russian 
and Belarusian partners and open 
our trade offices, where required,” 
nazarbayev said.

He stressed that the diversifica-

tion of the economy remains the 
priority of the government. 

“the state Programme of ac-
celerated Industrial and Innova-
tive development (sPaIId) for 
2015-2019 has been elaborated 
and approved. It identifies priority 
industries for the second five-year 
period. this year, it is important to 
ensure positive growth in the basic 
sectors of the economy, including 
oil and gas, metals and mining in-
dustries. We should launch large-
scale field exploration and upgrade 
the existing facilities,” he said. 

according to the President, the 
service sector remains the main 
source of economic growth and its 
share in the country’s gross domes-
tic product has reached 53 percent.

In the meantime, a number of 
legislative changes have been 
made to improve Kazakhstan’s 
business environment, including 
measures to simplify procedures 
for allocating land and registering 
enterprises and the introduction of 

electronic customs declarations 
and automated licensing. 

“the government has done much 
over the recent years. now, we are 
expecting further positive changes 
in the business environment, as 
well as more efficient operation of 
the national Chamber of entrepre-
neurs,” the head of state said.

President nazarbayev noted 
that the development of transport 
routes is high on the agenda for 
export diversification. The most 
urgent issues in the field are the 
completion of building works on 
the Khorgos eastern gate special 
economic Zone in almaty Oblast 
and the creation of infrastruc-
ture in the seaports of aktau and 
Kuryk. the President tasked the 
government with considering the 
possibility of building free ware-
houses in the Persian gulf and the 
Pacific coast.

In his speech, nazarbayev also 
touched upon the situation in 
ukraine. “Kazakhstan empathises 

with the tragedy of ordinary peo-
ple in ukraine,” he said. “We call 
on all parties to the conflict to sit 
down at the negotiating table and 
find mutually acceptable solutions 
on the basis of trust and frank dia-
logue in order to stop the blood-
shed, especially against women 
and children. I believe that there is 
no reasonable alternative. For my 
part, I am doing my best,” he said. 

adjourning the government ses-
sion, nazarbayev stressed that the 
main task of public authorities and 
public institutions is to support peace, 
harmony and security in the country. 

“We raise our children in a 
spirit of tolerance and loyalty to 
their country. It is necessary to 
actively involve everyone, espe-
cially young people, in the work 
to achieve the goals set out in the 
Kazakhstan 2050 strategy. Only a 
strong nation, rallied around the 
historic goal that we have set out 
in the strategy, can fulfil this mis-
sion,” he concluded.

President nursultan nazarbayev 
held a meeting with defence Min-
ister serik akhmetov on aug. 13 
where akhmetov reported on sys-
tematic work in maintaining the 
combat readiness of Kazakhstan’s 
armed Forces. the defence minis-
ter told about the ongoing organi-
sational and practical measures 
to increase the combat training 
of troops and to equip the army 
with modern weapons and mili-
tary equipment. the head of state 
stressed the importance of fur-
ther developing of the country’s 
military-industrial complex and 
the need to strengthen military-
technical cooperation with leading 
international manufacturers. the 
President also noted the need for 
the production of ammunition by 
Kazakh enterprises, as well as the 
definition of a reliable supplier of 
weapons and military equipment. 
Besides, nazarbayev instructed 
the defence minister to consider 
aspects of the ministry’s activities 
in light of the need to form a com-
pact structure of government and 
to improve the governance system. 

Participants in the national 
movement Kazakhstan 2050 have 
developed the internet platform 
bizalan.kz, where Kazakh citizens 
will be able to participate in the de-
velopment, discussion and evalua-
tion of government programmes, 
Chairman of the Council of Ka-
zakhstan 2050 danat Zhumin an-
nounced at an Aug. 13 briefing in 
the Central Communications ser-
vice (CCs). “We have developed a 
demo version of the website called 
bizalan.kz. In a week, we will fully 
complete this project. this is the 
first crowdsourcing platform in 
the country, which allows differ-
ent people, regardless of where 
they live and where they work, to 
participate in the development of 
state programmes and their evalu-
ation,” Zhumin said. He noted that 
the Kazakhstan 2050 movement 
has all the necessary intellectual 
resources as well as the tools that 
allow it to provide quality public 
examination of new government 
programmes. “We would like to 
propose this platform to the gov-
ernment to jointly participate in the 
implementation of the President’s 
instructions given at the enlarged 
meeting of the government on 
aug. 6,” he noted. at the enlarged 
meeting, Kazakh President nur-
sultan nazarbayev gave instruc-
tions to develop a comprehensive 
programme on the development of 
the services sector in Kazakhstan 
until 2020, as well as a single busi-
ness support programme before 
the end of 2014.

“the number of people doing 
sport in Kazakhstan increased up 
to 3.9 million people,” then Chair-
man of the agency for sports and 
Physical Culture of Kazakhstan 
tastanbek yessentayev informed 
at an aug. 5 Central Commu-
nications service (CCs) media 
briefing. (Yessentayev has since 
been appointed deputy minister of 
culture and sports following the 
government restructuring on aug. 
6.) “thanks to all-around support 
from the President and measures 
which have been undertaken, 
a steady growth in the number 
of people going in for sport has 
been registered over the last five 
years, from 2.3 million people 
or 15 percent in 2007 to 3.9 mil-
lion people in 2013 which is 23.2 
percent,” yessentayev said. He 
also noted that 440,000 people 
with disabilities live in the coun-
try and 210,000 of them are con-
traindicated for sports. “However, 
18,200 people or 8.7 percent of 
them are regularly doing sports,” 
he informed.

Next season the first ski lodge 
catering to free-riding ski tours 
will open near tekeli in the al-
maty region. the tekesu skiing 
and recreation complex is located 
near the soldatsai and Cherkesai 
gorges. the new facilities are de-
signed for advanced skiers who 
will be taken up the mountain in a 
snowcat, and there will be 30 kil-
ometres of ski runs. up to 1,000 
extreme sports enthusiasts are 
expected to use these facilities. 
there is also a skiing area with 
rope tow lifts in operation in the 
mountains near tekeli. 

continued from Page A1

the main group of 32 senators 
rest are elected by secret ballot 
vote by the collected maslikhats 
(elected representative bodies 
of the regions), the members of 
which have been directly elected 
by the voters of their regions. two 
senators are elected from each re-
gion, as well as from astana and 
almaty City. One seat from each 
of these regions will be contested 
in the current election. 

In order to be eligible for elec-
tion, senate candidates must be 30 
years old, citizens of Kazakhstan, 
residents of Kazakhstan for at least 
10 years and residents in the re-
gions they hope to represent for at 
least three years. they are required 
to have a higher education – at least 
a bachelor’s degree or the soviet-
era equivalent specialist degree, 
Sarsembayev said, and at least five 
years of work experience. they 
must also collect the support, in 
the form of signatures, of at least 
10 percent of the maslikhat depu-
ties in their region before they can 
register. each deputy can offer 
his support to only one candidate. 
(giving a signature for support is 
not a guarantee of a vote.)

Candidates can nominate them-
selves or be nominated by local 
maslikhats or political parties 
and public associations, though 
sarsembayev said that political 
parties have declined to make any 
nominations in this election. Can-
didates are not required to be part 
of a political party or to disclose 
whether they are, though most do, 
he said. 

Candidates must pay a 299,490  
tenge (us$1,646) registration fee 
in order to run. the fee is returned 
to candidates who receive at least 
5 percent of the vote, a variation 
of a common practice around the 
world. Candidates will be given 
395,000 tenge (us$2,170) for 
campaigning costs. that amount 
has been calculated to include the 
costs of a 15-minute television 
presentation, a 10-minute radio 
spot, the printing of campaign ma-

terials and two advertisements in 
local or regional print media, plus 
meeting space and transport costs. 
they may also raise an electoral 
fund of up to 13.98 million tenge 
(us$76,792). 

One hundred thirty-six million 
tenge (us$747,253) will be allo-
cated from the national budget for 
the election. 

sarsembayev called the low 
number of women registered so 
far “a pity,” but noted that women 
are active in Kazakhstan’s lower 
house, the Mazhilis. there, their 
representation is above the global 
average at 25.2 percent, though 
women’s weak representation in 
its senate brings the combined av-
erage of 19.8 percent slightly be-
low global averages (as calculated 
by the International Parliamentary 
union, the international organisa-
tion of Parliaments).

On the day the election was an-
nounced, Chairman of the Cen-
tral election Commission Kuan-
dyk  turgankulov told a Central 
Communications Service briefing 
that international representatives 
would be invited to observe the 
election. “the Kazakh Foreign 
Ministry and the Central election 
Commission will open an interna-
tional observers’ institute for the 
purposes of realising the princi-
ple of openness and transparency 
during the organisation of election 
campaigns,” he said. 

about 250 international ob-
servers attended the last election, 
sarsembayev recalled, and said 
he expected about the same num-
ber to come to this one. Organisa-
tions like the Organisation for se-
curity and Cooperation in europe 
(OsCe), however, are not inter-
ested in indirect elections and will 
not be coming. 

“We suppose that there will be 
international organisations from 
the Commonwealth of Independ-
ent states (CIs), from the shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation 
(sCO), from these two,” he said 
adding that observers were expect-
ed from neighbouring states and 
from across asia. 

elections can also be observed 
by journalists, candidates’ prox-
ies and other interested parties, 
sarsembayev said, and observers 
are allowed to bring one transla-
tor. “yes, political parties, public 
associations, they have the right 
to observe. Journalists from local 
newspapers [and] proxies of can-
didates also have the right to be an 
observer. Proxies are the main fig-
ures in observation, because they 
represent the interests of candi-
dates, so they’re looking the most 
critically!” so far, he said, they 
have received no complaints, just 
many requests for clarification of 
the legislation.

Organisations such as the OsCe, 
which has sent observers to direct 
elections in Kazakhstan, have nev-

er judged the country’s elections 
free and fair. 

“Of course, they made some crit-
ical observations,” sarsembayev 
said of past observers. “In most of 
these cases, we didn’t agree with 
this or that critical observations, 
but, of course, there were some 
matters, there were some critical 
observations that we agreed with, 
and we try to address them.” the 
Central election Commission of 
Kazakhstan reviews, discusses 
and sometimes disputes criticisms 
from all international observation 
bodies, he said. 

“In some cases, we convinced 
them that they’re not so right. In 
some cases, they convinced us that 
we are not right in this or that mat-
ter or aspect of the election. Of 

course, their assistance is useful 
for us,” he said. 

Kazakhstan also likes to do its 
own observing. “In some cases, 
we tell them, ‘Please invite us to 
your countries, we want to see 
your experience, your rich experi-
ence in these matters.’ For us, it is 
more useful not only to hear, but to 
see with our own eyes, so we can 
see the process of their elections,” 
sarsembayev said. “and great 
Britain, they invited us; the united 
states invited us … and we were 
observers there, and it was very 
interesting and useful for us. and 
this is, to my mind, one of the best 
ways for us to study, to improve 
our process in our country.”

senate election results are to be 
calculated by no later than Oct. 7. 

senate elections to Be Held october 1



A3

Wednesday, august 20, 2014

exTeRnAl
news In BRIef

eurasia&world

nazarbayev Urges Peaceful solution to Ukraine crisis, says 
Kazakhstan committed to further Attracting foreign Investment
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Kazakhstan’s dynamic economic 
growth, along with the second five-
year programme of accelerated in-
dustrial and innovative development, 
is laying the foundation for more ef-
fective partnerships, he noted.

“Kazakhstan opens up broad 
prospects for foreign partners and 
has been consistently improving 
its economic conditions. Favour-
able economic indicators, interna-
tional reserves totalling more than 
$100 billion, stable legislation and 
political stability in the country 
form the basis for steady and con-
fident work by investors. It is with 
this aim in mind that we have cre-
ated a compact government and 
improved the efficiency of man-
agement and the business environ-
ment,” he said.

President nazarbayev under-
scored the country’s unique envi-
ronment for investors. 

“there are low taxes, prefer-
ences, as well as stable relations 
between the government and in-
vestors. We have also declared 
a unilateral visa-free regime for 
the citizens of the countries that 
showed the highest investment 
activity. In the future, the list will 
expand rapidly,” he noted.

nazarbayev stressed that the 
development of renewable energy 
sources and green technologies is 
a very important goal for Kazakh-
stan. He reminded the ambassa-
dors that astana will host eXPO 
2017, international specialised ex-
hibition, on the subject of Future 
energy and invited them to take an 
active part in the preparation and 
work of the exhibition.

the President stressed that Ka-
zakhstan considers tajikistan an 
important partner in Central asia.

“today, Kazakhstan’s invest-
ments in tajikistan’s economy 
have exceeded $125 million. 
there are about 40 enterprises 
working in tajikistan which are 
invested in by Kazakhstan. de-

spite this, it is necessary to in-
crease the volume of bilateral 
trade and expand the scope of 
cooperation. We are interested in 
the implementation of bilateral 
projects in agricultural products, 
construction, light industry and 
the food industry,” nazarbayev 
said. 

He noted that political and 
economic ties between Kazakh-
stan and Iran have been gaining 
strength from year to year.

“the commissioning of the Ka-
zakhstan-turkmenistan-Iran rail-
way is ample evidence of that. Our 
work in this field will provide an 
impetus to trade and economic co-
operation in the region. the early 
resolution of the situation regard-
ing the Iranian nuclear programme 
is important for stability in the re-
gion. We have contributed to this 
process, having held two rounds of 
talks between the six powers and 

Iran in almaty. We believe a long-
term agreement serving the inter-
ests of all parties will be achieved 
in the nearest future. next month 
we are expecting President Hassan 
Rouhani to officially visit Kazakh-
stan for the first time. The visit will 
provide an opportunity to push bi-
lateral ties to a new level,” he said.

President nazarbayev noted that 
relations between Kazakhstan and 
Malaysia were steadily developing 
in multiple directions. 

“Malaysia is our political and 
trade partner not only in southeast 
asia, but in the Muslim world as 
well. The recent official visit of 
Malaysian Prime Minister najib 
Razak helped promote our eco-
nomic cooperation. Following the 
visit, agreements totalling more 
than $1 billion were reached,” he 
said. 

nazarbayev further emphasised 
that the development of compre-

hensive cooperation with Canada 
is important for Kazakhstan.

“about 170 companies and 40 
missions with Canadian invest-
ment are currently working in 
Kazakhstan in the fields of min-
ing, agriculture, construction and 
education. We are also commit-
ted to the implementation of joint 
projects, especially in the nuclear 
industry,” he noted.

nazarbayev said estonia is an 
important political and economic 
partner of Kazakhstan in the Baltic 
region.

“Our countries should continue 
to develop further cooperation, 
including in the fields of ecology, 
energy, high technology and trans-
portation,” he said.

the President spoke about the 
intention to establish close coop-
eration with Libya, which is re-
garded as a promising partner in 
the arab world.

“Kazakhstan and Libya have 
great potential for cooperation in 
the oil and gas industry, energy 
and agriculture. We are very hope-
ful that the political situation in 
Libya will stabilise in the nearest 
future,” nazarbayev said.

the President stressed that Ka-
zakhstan is ready to address urgent 
regional and global issues.

“In this regard, Kazakhstan is 
bidding for a nonpermanent seat 
on the un security Council for 
2017-2018. We hope for your sup-
port of our initiative,” he said.

at the end of the ceremony, naz-
arbayev wished the ambassadors 
every success with the work ahead 
of them and fruitful diplomatic ac-
tivity in astana.

addressing the media follow-
ing the official ceremony, the new 
ambassadors expressed their readi-
ness to deepen and strengthen co-
operation with Kazakhstan.

Kazakh, Russian foreign ministers 
meet to Promote Ties within eec

By Zhanar Abdulova  
and Altair nurbekov

ust-KaMenOgORsK – Ka-
zakh Foreign Minister erlan Id-
rissov hosted his Russian coun-
terpart sergey Lavrov in one of 
the leading industrial centres of 
Kazakhstan on aug. 6 to discuss 
bilateral cooperation and interac-
tion within the eurasian economic 
Council (eeC). 

On the first day of his two-day 
trip, the Russian Foreign Minister 
visited a number of enterprises, in-
cluding asia auto and ulba Met-
allurgical Plant of Kazatomprom, 
the national atomic company. He 
became acquainted with the his-
tory of the nuclear fuel component 
plant and a project for the produc-
tion of solar photovoltaic modules 
that are manufactured in Kazakh-
stan. Lavrov also visited the Con-
sulate general of Russia and the 
Cathedral of st. andrew.

the two foreign ministers ad-
dressed bilateral ties in the com-
mercial, economic, cultural and 
humanitarian spheres, along with 
cooperation in the framework of 
international institutions, unions 
and relevant international issues. 

during their meeting, Idrissov 
and Lavrov also exchanged views 
on aspects of stability and security 
in Central asia, ukraine and the 
Middle east.

special attention was paid to 
the practical steps necessary to 
enhance cooperation between Ka-
zakhstan and Russia within the 
framework of inter-regional and 
cross-border cooperation, inter-
action in the industrial, energy, 
nuclear and space areas and moni-
toring the progress of the Joint ac-
tion Plan for 2013-2015. 

speaking of the upcoming 
fourth summit of the Caspian 
sea countries in astrakhan at the 
end of september 2014, the sides 

mainly focused on the issues re-
lated to the legal status of the sea. 
they also focused on the cross-
border contacts in the oil and gas 
sphere in light of the 11th forum of 
interregional cooperation between 
Russia and Kazakhstan to be held 
in atyrau with the participation of 
two presidents. 

the foreign ministers also dis-
cussed cooperation within the 
Customs union and the Com-
mon economic space (CIs) and 
emphasised the significance of 
the agreement on the eurasian 
economic union (eeu) signed 
in astana in May by the heads of 
Kazakhstan, Russia and Belarus.

Moreover, Idrissov and Lavrov 
addressed issues of cooperation 
within the CIs and the Collec-
tive security treaty Organisation 

(CstO) and agreed to coordinate 
their activities in such interna-
tional organisations as the un, 
Organisation for security and Co-
operation in europe (OsCe), the 
shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (sCO) and the Conference on 
Interaction and Confidence Build-
ing Measures in asia (CICa).

the sides stated that both coun-
tries have similar positions on key 
international and regional issues 
and confirmed their intent to con-
tinue cooperation to ensure securi-
ty at the regional, continental and 
international levels.

addressing the media after the 
meeting, the two ministers reaf-
firmed their adherence to partner-
ship, which will remain one of the 
foreign policy priorities for both 
countries. 

“Given the significance of the 
cross-border cooperation between 
Kazakhstan and Russia, which ac-
counts for about 70 percent of the 
bilateral turnover, the visit to one 
of the largest industrial centres of 
Kazakhstan (ust-Kamenogorsk) 
is of a symbolic nature. this visit 
gave the opportunity to see the 
results of the hard work of the 
two countries to further strength-
en their relations in trade, eco-
nomic, cultural and humanitarian 
spheres,” Idrissov stressed follow-
ing the meeting.

“We hope the organisation of 
mutual visits in the regions of our 
countries will become a good tra-
dition,” he added. 

Idrissov also stressed that the 
process of armenia’s and Kyr-
gyzstan’s accession to the eeu 

was well on its way and noted that 
the issue will be further revised 
during presidential meetings in 
Minsk in October 2014. accord-
ing to Idrissov, armenia’s acces-
sion was further advanced, while 
Kyrgyzstan was not far behind, 
moving along the so-called road 
map for that country’s accession 
to the eurasian integration pro-
cesses.

For his part, Lavrov said the east-
ern Kazakhstan region is a reliable 
and fast-growing partner of Russia, 
in particular within the framework 
of the International Coordinating 
Council. He noted “Our Common 
Home, altai,” programme, which 
involves altai Krai and the altai 
Republic of Russia, the eastern 
Kazakhstan region, Xinjiang-uigur 
autonomous region of China and 
Bayan-ulgi and Khovd aimaks (re-
gions) of Mongolia.

 “It is true there is a huge po-
tential for modern and efficient 
development, which I have seen 
with my own eyes during a visit 
to the region’s enterprises, asia 
auto and the ulba Metallurgical 
Plant of Kazatomprom. I have a 
strong impression that people here 
cherish tradition and look into the 
future with confidence and this fu-
ture primarily has to do with the 
development of our bilateral co-
operation. I am convinced that our 
partnership will grow stronger,” 
Lavrov said. 

Lavrov also had to face nu-
merous questions from reporters 
regarding eastern ukraine and 
specifically stressed the dire hu-
manitarian situation there as well 
as the flow of refugees to neigh-
bouring regions in Russia. 

On the second day of his visit, 
Idrissov and Lavrov had informal 
meetings and made a sightseeing 
tour of the eastern Kazakhstan re-
gion. 

a telegramme of congratula-
tions to turkish Prime Minister 
Recep tayyip erdogan on the oc-
casion of his victory in his coun-
try’s presidential election was sent 
on aug. 11 by Kazakh President 
nursultan nazarbayev. On behalf 
of the people of Kazakhstan and 
himself, nazarbayev congratulated 
erdogan on his victory in the his-
torically-significant election. The 
telegramme read, in part, “the vot-
ing results clearly witnessed your 
authority in society, broad support 
for your policy focused on the set-
tlement of socio-economic issues 
and strengthening the positions of 
turkey in the international arena.” 
the head of state also stressed that 
under the leadership of erdogan, 
turkey has turned into a highly-
developed state that has influ-
ence in international affairs. “I am 
confident that brotherly relations 
between Kazakhstan and turkey 
will only be strengthened on the 
level of strategic partnership,” the 
telegramme said. at the end of the 
message, the President wished er-
dogan good health and success and 
wished peace and prosperity to the 
people of turkey.

a two-day forum of the heads of 
the prosecutor’s offices of the bor-
der regions of Kazakhstan and Rus-
sia took place aug. 7-8 in astana. 
Representatives of the general 
Prosecutor’s Office of Kazakhstan, 
transport prosecutor’s office and the 
prosecutors of the aktobe, atyrau, 
east Kazakhstan, West Kazakhstan, 
Kostanai, Mangystau and north 
Kazakhstan regions, as well as rep-
resentatives of the general Pros-
ecutor’s Office of Russia, heads 
of the departments of the general 
Prosecutor’s Office in the Ural and 
southern Federal districts, heads 
of the prosecutor’s office of Altai, 
Kalmykia, altai territory, astra-
khan, volgograd, Kurgan, novo-
sibirsk, Omsk, Orenburg, samara, 
saratov, tyumen, Chelyabinsk re-
gions, Western siberian, ural and 
southern transport prosecutor’s 
offices took part in the meeting. 
Opening the forum, Kazakh Pros-
ecutor general askhat daulbayev 
said the launch of the eurasian eco-
nomic union (eeu) in May, which 
provides free movement of goods, 
services, capital and labour and en-
sures implementation of coordinat-
ed policy in key economic sectors, 
sets new tasks for the prosecutors 
of the member states. daulbayev 
noted that cooperation between the 
Kazakh and Russian general prose-
cutor’s offices, both in bilateral and 
multilateral formats, is quite fruit-
ful. However, the establishment 
of the economic union obliges the 
prosecution agencies of the part-
ner countries to boost cooperation 
in order to ensure law under new 
conditions. the effectiveness  of 
cooperation of the countries’ law-
enforcement bodies in the midst of 
integration processes can be signifi-
cantly improved by strengthening 
the coordinating role of prosecu-
tors, eliminating bureaucratic acri-
mony and integrating the law-mak-
ing systems. the forum’s agenda 
also included other topical issues 
on cooperation in different spheres 
of law enforcement practice in the 
eeu. the participants discussed 
opportunities for consolidating ef-
forts on combating transnational 
organised crimes, illegal migration, 
drug trafficking, religious extrem-
ism and terrorism, cyber crimes, 
money laundering and crimes in the 
sphere of protection of natural re-
sources. the main outcomes of the 
forum are expected to be recom-
mendations aimed at prevention of 
inter-regional and interstate crimes, 
improvement of practical coopera-
tion and information exchange.

six ancient Kazakh maps and let-
ters from the pope to the ruler of 
the turks were found in the vatican 
Secret Archives. Rafis Abbasov, a 
historian from Columbia univer-
sity who worked with al-Farabi 
university for many years, discov-
ered the papers by accident. the 
archives belong to the vatican and 
the Jesuit order and he waited for 
almost a year to see them. the ma-
jority of the maps indicate the close 
relationship that existed among the 
Kazakh people and the people of 
southern asia and Western europe. 
It will take six months to assess the 
artefacts. 

(l-R) Iranian Ambassador to Kazakhstan mojtaba damirchilu, estonian Ambassador to Kazakhstan Jaan Reinhold, malaysian Ambassador to Kazakhstan dato’ 
Hidayat Bin Abdul Hamid, President nursultan nazarbayev, libyan Ambassador to Kazakhstan Abdurahman al-salim sueyti, Tajikistan Ambassador 
to Kazakhstan nazirmad Alizoda and canadian Ambassador to Kazakhstan sean Perry style pose for picture at the Akorda presidential residence on Aug. 12.

minister of foreign Affairs of Russia sergey lavrov (l) and minister of foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan erlan Idrissov (r) 
during their meeting in Ust-Kamenogorsk on Aug. 6.
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Kazakh First deputy Prime Min-
ister Bakytzhan sagintayev held a 
teleconference meeting of the gov-
ernment aug. 11 on the current eco-
nomic situation in the country. the 
meeting was attended by representa-
tives of the central government and 
local authorities. as sagintayev not-
ed, a global economic slowdown has 
been observed. Minister of national 
economy yerbolat dossayev spoke 
of the current economic situation 
and the possible risks for Kazakhstan 
connected with the european un-
ion and the united states sanctions 
against Russia and the Russian re-
taliatory sanctions. the meeting also 
included the issues of supplying the 
Kazakh regions with oil and fuel and 
the fill rate of food resources for the 
stabilisation funds. In order to ensure 
the economic security of the country, 
sagintayev stressed the need for ac-
tion to ensure the smooth functioning 
of the economy and gave instructions 
to the relevant state agencies and the 
administrations of the regions.

“the agro-industrial sector still 
remains one of the key industrial 
sectors in the country’s economy,” 
Chairman of the Meat and Milk un-
ion of Kazakhstan Ivan sauer said 
at an Aug. 11 media briefing held in 
the Central Communications service 
(CCs). “the import of dairy prod-
ucts increased this year compared to 
2012. the statistics for dairy prod-
ucts manufacturing are positive as 
well,” he said. “What is the main 
problem? the main problem is that 
small commodity producers and par-
tially medium-sized commodity pro-
ducers are completely excluded from 
the process of product processing. 
this concerns both milk and meat 
production. We need more coopera-
tion. We need associations,” sauer 
said. Speaking at the briefing, the 
head of the union said it is necessary 
to put small commodity production 
in place for the good of the national 
manufacturers and natural products.

national Managing Holding Ka-
zagro allocated more than 7 billion 
tenge (us$38.5million) for the pur-
chase of grain harvested in 2014 for 
the state reserves,” deputy Chair-
man of Kazagro Kairat aituganov 
told an aug. 14 meeting on the issues 
of the harvest. “[approximately] 7.7 
billion tenge (us$42.3 million) has 
been allocated for the purchase of 
grain to the state reserves under the 
guarantees of second-tier banks, of 
which 3.5 billion tenge (us$19.2 
million) is through the spring and 
summer funding and 3.5 billion 
tenge (us$19.2 million) in autumn. 
It should be noted that the funds not 
used in spring and summer will be 
used for the direct purchase of grain 
in the main period,” aituganov said. 
In total, Kazagro allocated 89.3 bil-
lion tenge (us$490.7 million) for 
spring sowing and harvesting in 
2014, 7.1 billion tenge (us$39 mil-
lion) of which is budgetary funds to 
purchase grain into state reserves, 
11.6 billion tenge (us$63.7 million) 
as own funds of the holding. this 
year for the first time, the holding 
financed spring field works through 
second-tier banks in the amount of 
20 billion tenge(us$109.9 million).

“It is planned to put about 100 
projects of the Industrialisation Map 
into production in the second half 
of 2014,” the then deputy Prime 
Minister – Minister of Industry and 
new technologies of Kazakhstan 
asset Issekeshev said at the aug. 
6 enlarged meeting of the govern-
ment, which included the partici-
pation of President nursultan naz-
arbayev. (Issekeshev has since been 
appointed Minister for Investment 
and development.) “In the second 
half of the year it is planned to put 
about 100 projects of the Industriali-
sation  Map worth 600 billion tenge 
(US$3.3 billion). The second five-
year plan was approved, the govern-
ment developed a step-by-step plan 
of action and started work in the 
new format,” Issekeshev noted. He 
also informed of the development 
of a single comprehensive plan for 
the development of light industry. In 
addition, a list of key infrastructure 
projects for industrial investors of 
the second five-year industrialisa-
tion plan is being developed togeth-
er with the Baiterek national Man-
aging Holding and samruk Kazyna 
national Welfare Fund. this list is 
also coordinated with the World 
Bank and Islamic, european and 
asian development banks.

Government Reports on development Progress, 
Defines Plans to Promote Sustainable Growth 

By Zhanara Abdulova

astana – Kazakhstan’s social 
and economic development in the 
first half of 2014 was the focus of 
an enlarged government session 
on aug. 6, during which the coun-
try’s most significant government 
restructuring to date was also an-
nounced. Ministers and other speak-
ers reported on plans to protect the 
country against fallout from the 
ongoing conflict in Ukraine, devel-
opment programmes for business, 
energy production and use and other 
topics.

Senior officials including 
Bakytzhan sagintayev, asset Is-
sekeshev, tamara duissenova, yer-
bolat dossayev, umirzak shukeyev 
and Kuandyk Bishimbayev, some 
of whom were subsequently shifted 
into new positions, delivered reports 
to President nursultan nazarbayev. 

Reporting on the banking sec-
tor and economic progress, First 
deputy Prime Minister Bakhytzhan 
sagintayev, who has retained his 
post, said a number of measures 
have been taken to ensure economic 
growth and large-scale support of 
businesses in the country. 

“the national Fund of Kazakh-
stan has allocated 50.5 billion tenge 
(us$277.4 million) for small and 
medium-sized businesses. an ini-
tiative to allocate resources from 
the national Fund voiced earlier by 
President nazarbayev has served as 
a major impetus for the following 
economic growth,” he noted.

In order to ensure efficient and 
transparent use of the funds provid-
ed by the national Fund, framework 
agreements were signed with four 
international organisations, includ-
ing the World Bank, the Internation-
al Bank for Reconstruction and de-
velopment, the asian development 
Bank and the Islamic development 
Bank. the agreements stipulate in-
stitutional and financial support for 
priority development programmes 
in the amount of us$7 billion.

“We have identified the key in-
vestment projects in major sectors 
of the economy, which, according 
to preliminary estimates, account 
for us$5.5 billion. the banks have 

approved 327 projects worth 76 bil-
lion tenge (us$417.5 million), out 
of which 218 projects have already 
been financed with 50.5 billion tenge 
(us$277.4 million),” sagintayev 
said. another 150 projects are being 
worked upon, while additional re-
sources have been allocated for 467 
projects within the Business Road 
Map 2020 programme. 

Former Minister of Labour and 
social Protection tamara duisse-
nova, now head of the new Ministry 
of Health and social development, 
said 13,000 oralman (repatriated 
ethnic Kazakhs) families have come 
to Kazakhstan in 2014. the total 
number of ethnic Kazakhs who have 
immigrated to the country this year 
is 35,000 people. “their accom-
modation is also provided within 
the Business Road Map 2020,” she 
noted. 

“In september 2014, a draft law 
dealing with the problems of oral-
mans’ accommodation will be sub-
mitted to Parliament for considera-
tion,” duissenova said. 

Chairman of the Board of the 
samruk Kazyna national Welfare 

Fund umirzak shukeyev informed 
his colleagues of plans to build two 
hotels with a total capacity of up to 
1,500 persons in Kenderli on the 
Caspian seashore in western Ka-
zakhstan within the next two years. 

then-deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Industry and new tech-
nologies asset Issekeshev, now head 
of the new Ministry for Investments 
and development, said the industrial 
sector consumes 70 percent of Ka-
zakhstan’s electricity.  

“For instance, the country’s popu-
lation consumes 12 percent, while the 
transport sector [uses] 5 percent. at 
the same time, the 50 largest industri-
al enterprises consume about 40 per-
cent of the country’s energy resourc-
es, and we are working with them on 
an individual basis,” he noted. 

yerbolat dossayev, erstwhile 
minister of economy and budget 
planning and now head of the new 
Ministry of national economy, said 
Kazakhstan has worked out a sepa-
rate action plan to mitigate the ef-
fects of the ongoing crisis ukraine. 

“together with government agen-
cies, we have developed an anti-cri-

sis plan dependent on further devel-
opment of the national economy. We 
have also drawn up a special action 
plan in case further sanctions are in-
troduced against Russia and the situ-
ation in ukraine deteriorates. this 
plan will be updated in september 
2014,” dossayev told the President.

“In order to support the basic sec-
tors of the economy, we have intro-
duced a mechanism for providing a 
temporary reduction of tariffs for rail 
freight for arcelor Mittal, the CnPC 
[China national Petroleum Corpora-
tion] and Kazakhstan aluminium,” 
he noted.

the government has also reduced 
taxes on natural resources produc-
tion for deposits characterised by 
heavy mining conditions and low 
profitability, including Kazakhmys 
in the Zhezkazgan region and 
Karazhanbas in the Mangistau re-
gion. 

“aiming to compensate oil vol-
ume variations related to the delayed 
extraction at the Kashagan field, an 
agreement has been reached with 
the mining companies to maintain 
production volumes at the level of 

2013, in the amount of 81.8 million 
tonnes [a year],” dossayev said.

On the whole, domestic demand 
has enabled growth of gross domes-
tic product, including through an in-
crease in investment activity. “thus, 
Kazakhstan’s fixed assets invest-
ment growth has amounted to 5.3 
percent,” dossayev said. 

at the end of July 2014, Kazakh-
stan’s total international reserves 
exceeded us$104 billion; including 
gold and currency reserves in the 
amount of us$27.7 billion, and the 
assets of the national Fund totalling 
us$76.3 billion. 

“due to the timely adjustment of 
the tenge exchange rate, the inflation 
rate in Kazakhstan was recorded at 
4.9 percent in august 2014. Food 
prices rose by 5.4 percent, prices for 
non-food products rose by 5.0 per-
cent and prices for services moved 
up 4.3 percent,” the minister said.

Chairman of the Baiterek nation-
al Holding, Kuandyk Bishimbayev, 
reported that nearly 50 percent of all 
Industrialisation Map projects are 
now funded by the development 
Bank of Kazakhstan. 

“According to the new five-year 
plan, we are now working with the 
Ministry of Industry on a list of pro-
jects. We have assessed 340 projects 
across the country, after which about 
50 projects were selected. twenty-
six projects were chosen in coop-
eration with international financial 
institutions. The final list will be 
submitted to the government in sep-
tember or October of this year,” he 
said.

In 2014, restrictions were lifted 
on the use of authorised capital of 
the development Bank of Kazakh-
stan, which released up to 250 bil-
lion tenge (us$1.37 billion), which 
was previously deposited into bank 
accounts. 

“these measures also made it 
possible to reduce interest rates and 
increase financing terms. Whereas 
earlier the development Bank of 
Kazakhstan issued loans with rates 
of 8-9 percent for a period of 7-10 
years, now the new loan rates range 
from 5.5-8 percent and are given for 
a period of 15-20 years,” Bishim-
bayev noted.

Aksu Plant 
modernisation 
wins national 
Award

By sergei Gorbunov

aKsu – the boiler house mod-
ernisation project implemented at 
the city’s ferroalloy plant was a 
winner in the fifth national indus-
try contest golden Hephaestus at 
the recent international congress 
astana Mining & Metallurgy. the 
plant was entered in the area “best 
solution in the field of energy con-
servation”

It was noted that on the eve of the 
international specialised exhibition 
eXPO 2017, many domestic plants 
have introduced energy-saving 
technologies and demonstrated en-
vironmental awareness while con-
sidering new projects within the 
framework of green technologies.

“energy saving and production 
waste management for our large 
industrial plant is important today 
as never before. this award is the 
result of many years of hard work 
by our team and the confirmation 
of our progress in this direction,” 
said Plant director arman yessen-
zhulov. the facility is a branch of 
tnK Kazchrome, which is part of 
the eurasian Resourses group. 

Ferroalloy production is one of 
the most energy-intensive indus-
tries in the world and it’s quite 
natural that metallurgic enterprises 
more and more often present their 
energy-saving projects. at that, 
they ecologically modernise not 
only the basic facilities and shops, 
but also the supporting units. In 
this case, it is the gas/oil boiler of 
the ferroalloy plant. Its engineers 

replaced the outdated boilers with 
modern units with excessive ca-
pacity. the main advantage of the 
new equipment is the use of fer-
roalloy gas, a special type of fuel. 
For several years, this by-product 
has been actively used at the plant 
as a supplemental fuel, for exam-
ple, in the production of agglom-
erate. this technology provides a 
significant economic impact on all 
the company’s heat supply facili-
ties. 

the project’s cost is about $1.75 
million and the expected annual 
savings of natural resources is 
490 tonnes of fuel oil and 22,200 
tonnes of coal. this amount of fuel 
can be successfully replaced by 
more than 51,000 cubic metres of 
ferroalloy gas. 

“Moreover, the consumption of 
natural resources is almost always 
accompanied by a proportional 
reduction of greenhouse gas emis-
sions. and if the company intro-
duces technologies for secondary 
use of resources, the amount of 
pollutant emissions into the atmos-
phere is also reduced. therefore, 
the introduction of energy-saving 
technologies is not only an eco-
nomic benefit, but also a neces-
sary component of the company’s 
policy allowing us to save natural 
resources,” yessenzhulov said. 

In the near future they plan to 
use ferroalloy gas directly in the 
production of ferroalloys. accord-
ing to the specialists, it will be a 
weighty new innovation in the iron 
and steel industry. 
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news In BRIef Air Astana chooses sITA 
for communications needs

By dmitry lee

aLMaty – air astana has se-
lected sIta to assure its general 
and operational communications 
needs, including communications 
with partners and advanced data-
links for air traffic control. This 
decision was followed by the an-
nouncement of a 13.5 percent in-
crease in Kazakhstan’s air traffic 
in 2013.  

“as air astana continues its 
growth, it is important that we 
have the right infrastructure in 
place,” said vice President of It 
&e-Business at air astana Cha-
mindra Lenawa. “We use sIta 
because it offers excellent ser-
vice quality and global coverage. 
Most importantly, because sIta 
is owned and operated by the air 
transport industry, the sIta team 
understands and responds to our 
needs very well.”

In the past few years, the nation-
al carrier has rapidly spread its ser-
vices across the Commonwealth 
of Independent states (CIs) and 

Central asia, becoming a favoured 
choice for many throughout the 
region. according to the Interna-
tional air transport association 
(Iata) Kazakhstan’s international 
passenger traffic is growing at 9 
percent annually, making it the 
second fastest-growing market in 
the world.

“We are delighted to help sup-
port air astana’s expansion in 
this rapidly growing region,” 
dmitry Krasnov, sIta vice presi-
dent for Russia and the CIs said. 
“In addition, we are committed to 
ensuring that both air astana and 
the region have the It and com-
munications services they need, 
including developing our vHF 
and satellite communications 
network for cockpit datalink ap-
plications.”

Many major airlines, airports, 
governments, air cargo, aerospace 
and international organisations use 
sIta’s It and communications 
solutions. they all rely on sIta’s 
expertise to facilitate communi-

cations needs and help keep the 
wheels of the industry in motion. 

sIta type B Messaging under-
pins every operational aspect of 
air transport, from commercial and 
flight operations to ground sup-
port, baggage and cargo handling, 
passenger services, booking avail-
ability and aircraft maintenance. 
sIta operates the largest messag-
ing network, directly connecting 
to over 2,400 members of the air 
transport community, exchanging 
over 100 million messages a day.

the It company services more 
than 400 airports around the globe, 
over 450 air transport enterprises 
and 2,800 customers in 200 coun-
tries. Its consolidated revenue in 
2013 was $1.63 billion. 

some of the subsidiaries and 
joint ventures include Onair, a 
developer system for mobile in-
flight communications, CHAMP 
Cargosystems, an It provider for 
commercial airlines and aviareto, 
which offers aviation management 
solutions.

KazAgrofinance chairman: domestic Agricultural 
Producers Have the Tools to Profit 

By sergey obolensky

gumar Rakhimzhanov, chair-
man of KazagroFinance, the 
company that implements major 
investment projects in the agricul-
tural sector, recently spoke with 
the astana times about the work 
of his financial institution and 
plans for the future.  

How does the company partici-
pate in the programme Agribusi-
ness 2020?  

As a financial institute, we take 
an active part in its implemen-
tation and work with domestic 
agrarians in almost all areas of the 
programme. this has to do, for 
example, with interest rates’ sub-
sidies. thus, the cost of leasing is 
12.8 percent, the state subsidises 7 
percent and, as a result, the farmer 
pays only 5.8 percent. I would like 
to note the continued support and 
responsiveness of the agriculture 
Ministry in the implementation of 
the programme agribusiness 2020. 

What is the company’s contri-
bution to the socioeconomic de-
velopment of the country? 

We are implementing investment 
projects in 14 priority areas, such 
as construction of feedlots, dairy 
farms, greenhouses, stud farms 
and others at the expense of the 
national fund. We have launched 
such important projects as Orda-
basy Kus farm for the production 
of turkey meat, Rodina dairy farm 
and arkharly Maibuirek stud farm. 
these and similar companies, due 
to their expert management and 
production experience, have be-
come examples for the organisa-
tion of agribusiness. they clearly 
demonstrate the principle of our 

company: to invest means to or-
ganise the farm, reach production 
capacity and return credit. this 
year, we plan to launch 63 projects. 

now, we are considering pro-
jects taking into account the 
schemes of regional specialisation 
established by the Ministry of ag-
riculture, i.e. before issuing loans, 
we carefully calculate the need and 
quality of projects. 

We also have priority areas of 
support not included in the list that 
are funded by the national fund. 
However, we implement them at 
the expense of the borrowed and 
equity means. This are fish farm-
ing, horticulture, pigs and poultry 
farming and egg production. at 
present, we have approved 36 pro-
jects worth nearly 6.4 billion tenge 
(us$35 million). 

Still the focus of your company 
is on the leasing of agricultural 
machinery …

actually, due to leasing, the 
company has done much to up-
grade the Kazakh agricultural ma-
chinery park. Of 5,500 pieces of 
equipment imported annually in 
Kazakhstan, KazagroFinance ac-
counts for 60 percent. Our farm-
ers are actively acquiring equip-
ment from global manufacturers, 
such as CLaas and John deere. 
We offer the most comfortable 
conditions for farmers. In the cur-
rent year, as part of the republican 
quota for importing harvesters, we 
will buy 132 units of grain aggre-
gates. taking into account the fact 
that customs duties on this tech-
nique reduced from 26.2 to 5 per-
cent, this significantly cheapens its 
cost for the end user – the farmer. 
additionally, the cost of harvesters 
is cheapened by government sub-

sidies, thanks to which the interest 
rate for leasing will be 5.8 percent. 
also this year, we launched the 
programme Crop 2014, in which 
the initial fee is only 10 percent in-
stead of 15.  these measures allow 
farmers to prepare for harvesting 
in a timely way. 

Kazakhstan is a country with 
vast territory. How do you cover 
all the agricultural producers? 

together with local executive 
bodies, we regularly hold meetings 
to promote our programmes and 
measures of state support. these 
activities have already caused a 
positive response from the rural 
population. there is a concrete re-
sult already: a branch of JsC KaF 
will be opened in Zhezkazgan. 

In recent years there are many 
complaints about the unavailabil-
ity of credit resources due to the 
large number of required docu-
ments and the time of considering 
the applications. How will you 
comment on this? 

We try to optimise our business 
processes. the work on the list of 
projects financed from the national 
fund is carried out in collaboration 
with the government. From 2010, 
the list of documents to be submit-
ted for consideration by Kaza-
groFinance for capital projects was 
reduced by 40 percent, for simple 
projects, 30 percent. 

at the same time, it should be 
noted that our company is a pub-
lic financial institution, responsi-
ble for the effective use of funds 
on the principles of reciprocity 
and transparency. Our goal is not 
just to give money, but allocate 
resources, implement the project 
and return the funds. therefore, to 

comprehensively implement the 
project, we must start from the ini-
tial stage – its examination. 

also, it should be mentioned 
that we do not dictate to farmers 
what techniques or equipment to 
buy. The lessee himself defines the 
supplier based on his experience 
and partnership relations. We con-
clude contracts and draw attention 
to the experience, history and reli-
ability of the supplier. at the end 
of 2013, we created a unified auto-
mated manufactures-supplier base 
in all areas of agribusiness, which 
is available on our website kaf.kz. 

How do you assess the pros-
pects of cooperation among Ka-
zakhstan, Russia and Belarus in 
the framework of  the Eurasian 
Economic Union (EEU)? 

We plan to sign memoranda of 
cooperation with the gomel plant 
of harvesters (Belarus) and Rost-
selmash (Russia) in the framework 
of the Customs union and eura-
sian economic union, which will 
operate from Jan. 1, 2015.  these 
memoranda will specify prefer-
ences for Kazakh customers in 
agricultural equipment, as well as 
a wide range of services and cost 
reductions for this technique due 
to the single customs space and 
production line expansion. 

What measures are taken to 
minimise the impact of various 
negative factors on agro-produc-
ers? 

actually agriculture is a risky 
business. therefore, we take into 
account such factors as drought 
and crop failure and try to sup-
port agricultural producers by the 
programme of financial recovery. 
as part of the programme agri-

business 2020, we considered 226 
contracts from 78 borrowers who 
are in need of extending the terms 
of earlier-taken loans, writing off 
interest rates and penalties and re-
ducing interest rates. 

also, in order to reduce the bur-
den on farmers in connection with 
the devaluation of the tenge, our 
company made an independent de-
cision to fix the foreign exchange 
rate at the level of 167.95 tenge 
instead of 185 tenge per dollar 
and 230.37 instead of 252 tenge 
per euro. We have signed 945 ad-
ditional agreements on indexation. 
this measure will reduce this ad-
ditionally-emerged burden on the 
farmer by 10 percent. 

How do you address such press-
ing issues as problem projects? 

As any finance organisation we 
have under-performing projects. 
today, they make up 13.1 billion 
tenge (us$71.8 million), or 7 per-
cent of our portfolio. We are ac-
tively working on each of the trou-
bled projects and hold talks with 
investors who are willing to invest 
in them. 

What will be done before the 
end of this year? 

Our priorities are supplying har-
vesting equipment to farmers in 
the frames of the programme Crop 
2014, commissioning 63 projects 
and bringing 34 projects to full 
capacity. We intend to continue 
to seek lower rates for financial 
resources in the second-tier banks 
and foreign banks.  We will also 
continue our cooperation with the 
national Chamber of entrepre-
neurs and nur Otan party to ensure 
greater transparency of the com-
pany. 

the export potential of Ka-
zakhstan in the 2014-2015 mar-
keting years is estimated at nine 
million tonnes of grain, Chairman 
of the Committee of the state In-
spection in the agricultural sec-
tor of the Kazakh Ministry of 
agriculture saktash Khassenov 
announced Aug. 8 at a briefing 
on the issues of harvest. “the 
expected gross grain harvest is 
about 17 million tonnes and car-
ryover, four million tonnes; that 
is, we have 8-9 million tonnes of 
grain for export,” he said. Khas-
senov noted that the markets for 
Kazakh grain remain the same 
—the countries of Central asia, 
azerbaijan and Iran. In addition, 
there is an agreement on enhanc-
ing exports to China and transit 
to southeast asia. according 
to the Ministry of agriculture, 
759,000 tonnes of grain have al-
ready been harvested in Kazakh-
stan this year.

Funds allocated under the first 
tranche of the national Fund 
of Kazakhstan to support small 
and medium enterprises (sMes) 
will be disbursed before sept. 
1, Chairman of the Board of the 
Kazakh national Chamber of en-
trepreneurs ablai Myrzakhmetov 
said at an Aug. 7 media briefing 
in the Central Communications 
service (CCs). “One hundred bil-
lion tenge (us$549.6 million) or 
roughly about half of the amount 
has been granted and 76 projects 
have been approved, almost all 
of which have been implement-
ed. The first tranche will be dis-
bursed in full in september. this 
is a major help for sMes at 6 per-
cent per annum for ten years,” he 
said. according to Myrzakhme-
tov, part of the allocated funds 
will be spent on infrastructure of 
special economic zones. On the 
instruction of Kazakh President 
nursultan nazarbayev, one tril-
lion tenge (us$5.5 billion) will 
be allocated in 2014-2015 in the 
form of long-term loans for the 
Kazakh economy. In May, Ka-
zakh second-tier banks started 
to use funds allocated from the 
national Fund within the frame-
work of the joint action plan of 
the government and national 
Bank to finance projects of small 
and medium-sized businesses in 
the manufacturing industry.

“the state duty is to create 
conditions for business develop-
ment, not to compete with busi-
ness and the key reasoning   of 
the second wave of privatisation 
is to support private business 
through reduction of the num-
ber of state enterprises,” deputy 
Minister of economy and Budget 
Planning Marat Kussainov said 
at the aug. 4 Central Commu-
nications service (CCs) media 
briefing. “The government ap-
proved the complex privatisation 
plan for 2014-2016 on March 
31. this plan contains measures 
on the reduction of the state 
participation in business opera-
tions,” he said. Besides, accord-
ing to the deputy minister, the 
list of companies subjected to 
privatisation, including com-
munity property companies, 
was approved as well. accord-
ing to Kussainov, the analysis 
of people’s questions regarding 
the second wave of privatisation 
shows that people can be divid-
ed into two categories. The first 
category is skeptics who do not 
believe in the transparency and 
fairness of the bidding. the sec-
ond category consists of poten-
tial auction participants who ask 
such questions as “what is sold,” 
“how much does it cost,” “how to 
buy,” etc. speaking at the media 
briefing, representatives of the 
ministry said that the unified bid-
ding platform is running on the 
web-portal of the state property 
register www.gosreestr.kz. More 
than 3,000 auctions have been 
held on the platform since its 
launch in May 2013. “the pro-
cedure of electronic tender and 
bidding is now available as well. 
the electronic bidding procedure 
meets the needs of holdings,” the 
deputy minister said. according 
to him, it will make the tenders 
transparent and provide business 
with access to information in a 
one-stop shop way.

Karaganda 
Region to Increase 
coal Production

By Alina Usmanova

akim (governor) of Karaganda 
region nurmukhambet abdibe-
kov recently held a meeting on 
progress in the coal industry. He 
talked about the industry’s future 
as well as goals officials are look-
ing to achieve. 

“Currently, 11 mines, six coal 
mines and five small coal-mining 
enterprises are functioning in the 
region. Coal extraction has in-
creased from 25.9 million tonnes 
in 2009 to 32 million tonnes in 
2013. It is expected that 32.5 mil-
lion tonnes will be extracted in 
2014,” tolegen Igembayev, head 
of the regional department of In-
dustry and Industrial and Innova-
tive development said. 

He noted that development of 
the coal industry has been repeat-
edly talked about by those in both 
the national and regional govern-
ments.all of the discussion has 
helped the industry identify key 
goals to work towards. 

the meeting also discussed the 
fact that a number of coal com-
panies reduced their production 
volumes. In particular, there was 
a decline in production at arcelor-
Mittal temirtau, gefest and Borly. 
In addition, work was slowed at the 
Shubarkol field while a coke oven 
gas disposal facility was built. 

at the same time, as part of its pro-

ject to modernise and develop steel 
production up to 6 million tonnes 
per year, arcelorMittal temirtau was 
planning to increase coal production 
up to 15 million tons per year.

the current strategic coal mine 
development plan, however, raises 
production to only 13.1 million 
tonnes by 2020. 

director of the Karaganda-
giproshaht Institute Ivan Mirny 
discussed plans to build new cok-
ing coal mines in the Karaganda 
coal basin from 2015 to 2025. 

“the region has huge potential 
for development, highly qualified 
personnel, professionals, academ-
icsand a sufficient material and 
technical base. therefore, it is nec-
essary to continue to actively work 
on the diversification of the coal 
industry, including the deep pro-
cessing of coal, coal development, 
the introduction of new innovative 
technologies and, of course, creat-
ing safer working environments. 
Our task is seeing to the sustain-
able development of the coal in-
dustry,” abdibekov concluded.

abdibekov wants to diversify 
the coal industry, adding deep coal 
processing capabilities and ex-
panding the coal chemical indus-
try. He would also like to see the 
introduction of new innovations 
and safer working conditions. this 
will ensure the stable development 
of the regional coal industry.
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streamlining Bureaucracy: 
An eternal challenge

Making the long-anticipated move 
public, President nursultan naz-
arbayev announced the country’s 
new government structure on 

aug. 6, aimed at consolidating the work and 
efforts of the Kazakh government. While the 
move was anticipated since the time Karim 
Massimov again took over as Prime Minister 
in april, the sheer scope of changes has taken 
many by surprise.

the purpose of the restructuring, which af-
fected almost all ministries and agencies, is to 
optimise the productivity of the ministries and 
agencies in Kazakhstan. during an enlarged 
meeting of the government, all of the minis-
tries received a critical review of their work 
and new parameters within which to under-
take the tasks given by the head of state. 

the President spoke of the challenges civil 
servants face in completing presidential orders 
and decrees, sympathising with those who 
really work and scolding those who merely 
pretend. “I went through all the stages of 
leadership: from the bottom, to the enterprise, 
and to the national level.. In a department of 
10 people, two of the 10 work, and eight are 
sitting around. Is this not true?” as a result, 
nazarbayev announced:“I decided on a new 
structure of government consisting of 12 
ministers, about 30 committees instead of the 
17 ministries, nine agencies, 54 committees 
and 272 departments today. all nine agencies 
are abolished and transferred to the ministries 
in the form of committees.” 

the President highlighted the fact that over 
the past 10 years, the bureaucracy in Ka-
zakhstan grew by 8,500 people. the 3.5 fold 
increase in the costs of maintaining the large 
amount of state employees means that 600 bil-
lion tenge ($3.3 billion) is currently spent on 
90,000 civil servants. such expensive upkeep 
costs are wasteful for the government budget 
and usurp resources that are needed for much-
needed development projects. also, the time 
spent in various level government meetings 
doesn’t allow for work to be carried out in 
an orderly fashion. Work is frequently being 
interrupted. 

the Ministry of energy has been recreated 
in Kazakhstan. It is now headed by vladimir 
shkolnik, previously head of KazatomProm. 
shkolnik has twice before worked as Minis-
ter of energy (1999-2000 and 2000-2006). 
However, the oil and gas sector in Kazakh-
stan has undergone considerable changes 
since Shkolnik held this office. Presumably, 
he will need to ensure increases from major 
oilfields, including Tengiz and Karachaganak 
to compensate for delays in oil production at 
the strategically important offshore Kashagan 
oilfield.

the KazatomProm national atomic Com-
pany is now under the leadership of former 

Minister of environment and Water Resources 
nurlan Kapparov. Kapparov’s business his-
tory and government experience promises 
to be a very useful mix for the company. 
umirzak shukeyev, Chairman of the Board of 
the samruk Kazyna national Welfare Fund, 
which is the parent company for Kazatom-
Prom, has already praised Kapparov. “I think 
all of these qualities will help him achieve 
success,” said shukeyev. He also noted that 
in the future, KazatomProm, and, in general, 
samruk Kazyna will work closely in collabo-
ration with the new Ministry of energy.

the functions of the Ministry of emergency 
situations were transferred to the Ministry 
of Internal affairs. Minister Kulmukhamed 
Kassymov retained the position of minister 
while ex-Minister of emergency situations 
vladimir Bozhko attained the position of the 
deputy Minister at the newly expanded Min-
istry of Internal affairs. the Financial Police 
is being liquidated.   

the new organisation that will be respon-
sible for tackling corruption is the agency 
for Civil service and Countering Corruption 
headed by Kairat Kozhamzharov who previ-
ously worked as assistant to the President and 
secretary of security Council of Kazakhstan, 
and before that headed the Financial Police. 

another new body established during the 
restructuring is the Ministry of Culture and 
sports in Kazakhstan. Previous Minister of 
Culture arystanbek Mukhamediuly retained 
his position as minister in the new organisa-
tion. It incorporates the responsibilities of 
the previous Ministry of Culture and the 
two agencies: on Issues of Religion, and on 
sports and Physical Culture. 

the Ministry of Health Protection and 
social development replaced the Ministry 
of Health and Ministry of social Protection. 
tamara duissenova has been named the min-
ister of this new Ministry, and salidat Kair-
bekova, the former minister of healthcare has 
been proposed as the deputy minister. Bolat 
Zhamishev, the former Minister for Regional 
development, has been appointed the Chair-
man of the development Bank of Kazakhstan. 

Kazakhstan now has a Ministry for Invest-
ments and development, perhaps the largest 
among all, which is headed by asset Isseke-
shev. 

the new ministry, established on the basis 
of the Ministry of Industry and new tech-
nologies, also absorbed the abolsihed Ministry 
of transportation and Communications, the 
agency for Communication and Information, 
and the agency on space.

Issekeshev, known for spearheading the 
state Programme of accelerated Industrial 
and Innovative development,  is expected to 
further his work in promoting business growth 
and development. “Issues of energy efficiency 

and geology are also assigned to the new 
ministry,” said President nazarbayev. Zhenis 
Kassymbek, appointed Minister of transport 
and Communications last March, is now first 
deputy to Issekeshev. askar Zhumagaliyev 
who was appointed Chairman of the agency 
for Communication and Information last 
March, will also act as deputy minister in the 
newly expanded ministry.

a newly created and almost equally large 
Ministry of national economy will be headed 
by yerbolat dossayev. “the Ministry of 
national economy will envelop the functions 
and powers of the Ministry of economy and 
Budget Planning, the Ministry of Regional 
development, the agency for statistics, the 
agency for Regulation of natural Monopo-
lies, the Competition Protection agency and 
the agency for Consumer Protection,” said 
the President. 

as for deputy prime ministers, only two 
will remain. “the Prime Minister will 
now only have two deputies. the First 
deputy Prime Minister will be Bakytzshan 
sagintayev, while deputy Prime Minister for 
human development will be gulshara ab-
dykalikova,” nazarbayev said at the meeting 
of the government. after hearing the report 
on the Kazakhstan Business Roadmap from 
sagintayev, he added, “It remains to monitor 
the effective use of funds and the implementa-
tion of the tasks.” 

“there are given tasks and allocated 
financing. Further work on the government’s 
economic policy should be based on solv-
ing problems with currently existing risks. 
Therefore, today we must first analyse current 
economic policies to develop new responses 
to a changing environment,” nazarbayev said.

Such restructuring and reshuffles have be-
come part and parcel of the state policy since 
independence. the President has always been 
eager to eliminate ministries that were under-
performing or even harming overall develop-
ment. the new structure is set to streamline 
the work of government and remove impedi-
ments to businesses. It is expected that less 
bureaucracy will also improve the investment 
climate. In light of the economic slowdown in 
Russia and the on-going conflict in Ukraine, 
these changes are meant to ensure the stability 
of economic management and the maintaining 
of law and order. 

It remains to be seen whether the newly 
restructured and reshuffled government will 
be more efficient. Given the past experience 
of both President nazarbayev and Prime Min-
ister Massimov in steering the country clear 
of economic troubles during the 2007-2009 
global financial crisis and economic slow-
down, however, there are sound reasons to 
believe the changes will indeed help achieve 
the desired effect.

Public-Private 
Partnership in 
Astana in Action 

By Kairat Zhanabergenov 

at an expanded government 
meeting on aug. 6, the President 
stressed that the development of do-
mestic businesses was a key prior-
ity.

the capital of our country, asta-
na, is the physical manifestation 
of entrepreneurship in Kazakhstan. 
Growth in this field is extremely 
visible. the number of registered 
legal entities as of July 1 in astana 
was 44,843 and the number of small 
businesses among them exceeded 
22,000.

In the first half of 2014, retail 
activity amounted to 282.7 billion 
tenge (us$1.6 billion) with an in-
crease of 19.3 percent compared 
to the same period of 2013. the 
volume of industrial production in 
this period reached 119.169 billion 
tenge (us$655.3 million). 

this trend to a large extent is pro-
moted by social-entrepreneurial 
Coproration (seC) astana. Our or-
ganisation makes long-term pro-
jects possible. Our work, which we 
undertake with investors, provides 
advice on legal and financial issues 
and outsources non-core functions. 
also, we provide assistance in the 
search for investors and long-term 
projects. We prepare relevant docu-
ments and share risks with entre-
preneurs. It should be recalled that 
according to law, the seC cannot 
control more than 49 percent of an 
organisation’s assets, which assures 
majority ownership by the entrepre-
neur. 

everything an entrepreneur needs 
to get started has been made avail-
able to them. the seC partakes in 
entrepreneurial projects and puts 
forth financial assets including 
land, buildings and various types 
of equipment. the seC welcomes 
innovative manufacturing, energy 
conservation and compliance with 
international standards of quality in 
export-oriented and import substi-
tuting manufacturing. 

thus, in February, we launched 
two projects, one was for the de-
velopment, introduction and pro-
duction of car filtration parts and 
special vehicles and a concentrated 
detergent for car wash systems. 
Mashstroi took part in the project. 
the other, no less promising project 
titled, “energy audit,” is aimed at 
improving energy efficiency and 
creating economically feasible 
measures to reduce energy con-
sumption through creating a joint 
venture called astana energy Man-
agement, LLP. 

seC astana is actively involved 
in efforts to create new jobs. thus, 
with our assistance, more than 300 
new jobs were created. the cor-

poration contributes to reducing 
inflation. Among the corporation’s 
contributions is the construction 
of the astana agro centre, which 
has a capacity of 8,000 tonnes per 
year and a new vegetable store ca-
pable of holding 5,000 tonnes of 
crops. the company participates 
in astana’s foodstuff stabilisation 
programme.  about 188.9 million 
tenge (us$1.038 million) of private 
investments were put into the con-
struction of a fruit storage facility 
with a capacity of 500 tonnes.  

It should be mentioned that 
astana has a strategic location be-
tween europe and asia. Our seC is 
actively developing two transport 
and logistics facilities, saparzhai 
and sayakhat. the Kazakh-Czech 
technology Centre created under 
the state Programme of accelerated 
Industrial-Innovative development 
entails not only the highly precise 
production of metal, but training 
for personnel from all across Ka-
zakhstan. Our main partners are the 
association of Machine tools of the 
Czech-swedish company esKaB. 

In the spirit of the Fourth Inter-
national Investment Forum titled 
astana Invest 2014, which was held 
as part of the sixth astana econom-
ic Forum, the corporation signed ten 
memorandums of mutual coopera-
tion. 

Currently, seC astana is plan-
ning to implement several projects 
with foreign partners. One of them, 
the Industrial Plant of social ser-
vices , entails producing high qual-
ity meals for school students. the 
Cook and Chill process in which the 
meals are prepared assures that the 
food is cooked in a sterile environ-
ment . all equipment is compliant 
with international safety standards. 

the project will be commissioned 
together with its logistics centre. Its 
preliminary cost is $35 million and 
it will be under construction from 
2015 to 2017. the project will be 
very prosperous, not only because 
of strong sales in neighbouring cit-
ies, but because of its appeal in a 
wide array of sectors of the econ-
omy, such as air transport (in-flight 
catering,) health care and special-
ised Ministry of Internal affairs 
correctional facilities, etc. Our wide 
array of potential clients significant-
ly reduces our payback period. 

there is another project under-
way that seeks to up insulin pro-
duction through the construction 
of a biopharmaceutical production 
centre. unique technology will cut 
production costs to the point where 
domestic insulin will be cheaper 
than imports. the project’s full cost 
is $187 million. 

It should be noted that seC asta-
na is open to all interested persons. 
In mid-september 2014, we will 
hold a round table and invite entre-
preneurs. More information is avail-
able at our website astana-spk.kz.

The author is chairman of sec 
Astana. 

sec Astana is 
actively involved 
in efforts to create 
new jobs. Thus, 
with our assistance, 
more than 300 new 
jobs were created. 
The corporation 
contributes to 
reducing inflation. 
Among the 
corporation’s 
contributions is the 
construction of the 
Astana Agro centre. 

Helping others Grow Along with Us
On august 19, the united nations 

marks World Humanitarian day, 
an opportunity to pay tribute to 
humanitarian workers the world 

over. the day has been celebrated since 2008 to 
honour those who bring assistance to millions 
worldwide and celebrate the spirit that inspires 
humanitarian work.

Celebrating “people helping people” around 
the globe, we can’t help but mention Kazakh-
stan’s joining the international humanitarian as-
sistance movement and the country’s aspiration 
to give a helping hand to people in need. today, 
Kazakhstan is ready to provide humanitarian 
aid and is already taking confident steps toward 
promoting peace and security in the region and 
beyond. While Kazakhstan has provided an 
estimated $100 million worth of humanitarian 
aid to other countries so far, its assistance to af-
ghanistan has been perhaps the most sustained 
and concentrated. 

according to statistics, Kazakhstan has been 
providing assistance to afghanistan through 
different projects intended to help that country’s 
peaceful development. since 2002, Kazakhstan 
has sent about 20,150 tonnes of food products 
worth $17 million to afghanistan and has al-
located $2 million to ensure the rule of law and 
support the country’s law enforcement agencies. 

In 2010, Kazakhstan’s government launched 
a $50 million educational programme for the 
citizens of afghanistan. Once completed, the 
programme will provide 1,000 afghan stu-
dents a chance to receive a higher education 
in Kazakhstan’s universities. the project will 
continue until 2019 and until 2020 for those 
studying medicine. as of now, 836 students 
from afghanistan have enrolled in Kazakh 
universities. the most recent group of students 

was formed in May 2014, in Kabul. In response 
to high demand on the afghan side, the gov-
ernment of Kazakhstan is now reviewing the 
option to prolong the terms of the educational 
programme.

among the most important initiatives of 
Kazakhstan in its effort to help resolve the crisis 
in afghanistan is the idea to set up a  disaster 
Response and Risk Reduction Centre in almaty, 
a regional intergovernmental coordinating body 
aimed at strengthening regional and internation-
al cooperation through regionally coordinated 
disaster response activities. It will promote an 
integrated approach to preventing emergency 
situations and create a joint early warning 
system and mechanisms for mutual notifica-
tion of hazards related to emergency situations. 
More importantly, it will help ensure regular 
communication between the member states, the 
international community, civil society and other 
stakeholders on better preparedness for natural 
and man-made disasters.  It is envisaged that 
this centre will work in concert with another 
proposed entity, a un regional diplomacy hub, 
also in almaty.

naturally, Kazakhstan wants to systematise 
its humanitarian assistance and development 
assistance efforts. the country is now working 
to create what is now being provisionally called 
KazaId – the Kazakhstan agency for Interna-
tional development. the agency is modelled 
after the united states agency for International 
development (usaId) and also looks to the 
official development assistance experience of 
Japan, Korea and slovakia as examples. 

the government and parliament of Kazakh-
stan have already started work on the legislation 
to set up such a structure. a draft bill providing 
a legal basis for KazaId has been introduced to 

the Parliament and will be considered once the 
Parliament resumes its session in september. 

In an interview with the astana times 
in July, un Resident Coordinator and un 
development Programme (undP) Resident 
Representative in Kazakhstan stephen tull said 
the initiative of Kazakhstan couldn’t be more 
relevant to the needs of the region and that the 
un and the international community strongly 
support the country in developing its aid pro-
grammes.

“Kazakhstan was maybe in the top five 
contributors of assistance in Central asia in 
2009-2011. KazaId is not just humanitar-
ian assistance. It is hard today to differentiate 
humanitarian and development assistance, but 
the main thing is, there are many areas where 
Kazakhstan right now can help with develop-
ment assistance … [e]nvironmental projects, 
energy efficiency or renewable energy pro-
jects,” tull said.

 “It’s because Kazakhstan is going through 
many changes itself that it is in a great posi-
tion to help other countries to go through these 
changes. We also have this civil service hub 
– an international hub for civil service – based 
here in Kazakhstan. It’s actually an international 
hub with different countries – 22 different coun-
tries are part of this hub. It shares experiences. 
What works in one place might work in another 
place for civil service reform. Kazakhstan can 
help share its experience because it has made a 
very good progress in civil service reform,” he 
said.

as people mark World Humanitarian day, 
there is hope that next year there will be even 
more reasons to celebrate this day in Kazakh-
stan and more people who can call this day their 
professional holiday.
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expanding Ties with Africa a Priority, Ambassador says
By Gulbarshyn sabayeva and 

Altair nurbekov

In an interview with the astana 
times, ambassador of Kazakh-
stan to egypt and Morocco Berik 
aryn, who also serves as the coun-
try’s representative to the african 
union, spoke about Kazakhstan’s 
expanding ties with the continent.

In light of the latest political 
changes in Egypt, how do you 
see the prospects for the further 
development of bilateral relations 
between two countries? 

First, it must be noted that over 
the past three years, egypt has ex-
perienced two revolutions. today 
it is going through a challenging 
moment in its history, and there-
fore the pace of development of 
Kazakh-egyptian relations has 
been affected, as have its relations 
with other foreign partners. 

nevertheless, the fundamental 
principles governing relations be-
tween astana and Cairo are un-
changed, especially those of amity 
and purposeful cooperation … . 

In this regard, the election of 
a new president of egypt, after 
which a new government was 
formed, allows us to begin a new 
stage of comprehensive coopera-
tion In a letter addressed to abdel 
Fattah el-sisi, congratulating him 
on the his election as the Presi-
dent of egypt, President nursultan 
nazarbayev noted that “Kazakh-
stan considers egypt an important 
partner in the Islamic world and is 
interested in further deepening of 
bilateral cooperation between the 
two countries and strengthening 
cooperation within the framework 
of multilateral institutions.”

egypt has been, and remains, 
one of the most important political 
partners for astana in the Middle 
east and north africa. Our interest 
lies in the further development of 
political dialogue with this pivotal 
arab country. We also aim to con-
solidate cooperation in a multilat-
eral format, advance trade and eco-
nomic relations, maintain a high 
level of cultural and humanitarian 
cooperation. 

despite the ongoing transitional 
period in egypt … active political 
dialogue between our nations has 
not been interrupted. Over the last 
two years alone, there were four 
meetings of the foreign ministers 
of Kazakhstan and egypt within 
un general assembly meetings, 
Organisation of Islamic Coopera-
tion activities, et cetera. 

as a result, Cairo positively 
responded to almost all ma-
jor international initiatives of 
astana, including the eXPO-
2017 and a campaign for a non-
permanent seat in the un se-
curity Council for 2017-2018. 
Cairo also appreciates astana’s 
efforts on nuclear disarmament 
and continues its activity in the 
Conference on Interaction and 
Confidence-Building Measures 
in asia (CICa) and the Con-
gress of Leaders of World and 
traditional Religions. 

to identify prospective areas 
and develop specific cooperative 
steps to strengthen bilateral co-
operation at a new stage, we are 
planning a series of steps. these 
include convening the next session 
of the Kazakh-egyptian Intergov-
ernmental Commission on trade 
and economic, cultural and hu-
manitarian, scientific and technical 
cooperation, renewing the activity 
of the Kazakh-egyptian Business 
Council and holding ministerial 
consultations. 

We have a task of establish-
ing grain exports from Kazakh-
stan to egypt. despite the fact 
that our grain is not competitive 
in the egyptian market today due 
to high transportation costs, it 
remains a crucial area of coop-
eration, as Kazakhstan is among 
the six largest exporters of grain 
in the world, while egypt is the 
largest importer in the world (im-
porting about 7-10 million tonnes 
per year). Moreover, we did have 
positive experience of cooperation 
in this field. The largest supply 
of grain from Kazakhstan to the 
Land of the Pharaohs was made in 
2008 (750,000 tonnes) and 2010 
(467,500 tonnes). 

a separate topic of our coopera-
tion is tourism. nowadays, egypt 
desperately needs to develop 

this sector. egyptian authorities 
are planning a series of activities 
aimed at promoting egyptian tour-
ist destinations among the citizens 
of Kazakhstan. … an exciting 
prospect of our plan is to launch 
regular sharm el-sheikh-almaty-
Sharm el-Sheikh flights.   

among the projects in the cul-
tural and humanitarian sphere, 
I would like to emphasise the 
plans to improve the performance 
and quality of teaching in nur-
Mubarak university in almaty, 
so its graduates can be granted the 
right to enrol directly into master’s 
courses at al-azhar university in 
Cairo … . 

However, the main event de-
signed to boost bilateral relations 
and determine the contours of the 
new Kazakh-egyptian partnership 
is the upcoming official visit of 
Minister of Foreign affairs of Ka-
zakhstan erlan Idrissov to Cairo in 
the beginning of next year.

You are also Kazakhstan’s am-
bassador to Morocco. How would 
you describe relations between 
Astana and Rabat now? 

the development of political, 
economic and cultural cooperation 
with Morocco is of considerable 
interest to Kazakhstan, heightened 
by [Morocco’s] important geopo-
litical position at the crossroads of 
africa and europe, close to impor-
tant sea lanes in the atlantic and 
Mediterranean regions.

today, our countries enjoy a 
firmly established political dia-
logue. Last april, a Moroccan par-
liamentary delegation headed by 
Muhammad al-sheikh Biyadillah, 
chairman of the House of Council-
lors of the Parliament of Morocco, 
visited Astana … with the first of-
ficial visit at such a high level in 
the history of relationship between 
the two states. … .

We are currently taking appro-
priate measures to expand trade, 
economic, cultural and humanitar-
ian ties by organising mutual visits, 
establishing an intergovernmental 
commission and business council, 
developing a legal framework.

Until 2014, Kazakhstan’s em-
bassy in Egypt was its only diplo-
matic mission on the African con-
tinent. In this regard, what can 
you say about our relationships 
with African states? What are the 
prospects for their development? 

On nov. 14, 2013, Kazakh-
stan gained observer status in 
the african union, the only pan-

african organisation. this status 
opens up excellent opportunities 
for Kazakhstan to establish mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation with all 
countries on the continent. It is no 
accident that in the new Foreign 
Policy Concept of Kazakhstan for 
the period of 2014-2020, africa 
has been indicated as one of the 
top priorities. 

at present, Kazakhstan has es-
tablished diplomatic relations with 
the majority of african countries. 
south africa has an embassy in 
Kazakhstan; last January, the em-
bassy of Kazakhstan opened in 
south africa. soon our embassy 
will be opening in ethiopia.  

astana is observing political 
and economic transformations in 
africa with great interest. We can 
see a serious geopolitical struggle 
between the major powers of the 
world for its rich natural resources. 

at the same time, it is a rather 
complex region where peace, 
stability and security have been 
significantly undermined. Ka-
zakhstan intends to significantly 
contribute to the establishment of 
safety on the continent. Kazakh-
stan has decided to send officers 
to un peacekeeping missions in 
Western sahara, Cote d’Ivoire and 
Liberia. 

african countries in total have 
a lion’s share of votes in interna-
tional organisations, including 
the united nations, which is an 
important factor, considering Ka-
zakhstan’s active and progressive 
foreign policy. For example, we 
were able to gain the right to host 
eXPO 2017 in astana thanks to 
the support of african countries 
during the voting process.

 now, we aim to attract more 
african countries to participate in 
eXPO 2017.

another foreign policy prior-
ity today is the promotion of Ka-
zakhstan’s candidacy for a nonper-
manent seat on the un security 
Council for the period of 2017-
2018. Our agenda is quite similar 
to [african states’], which includes 
issues of food, water and energy 
security, un reform and the battle 
against terrorism. We rely on the 
support of african states in these 
issues as well. 

In the trade and economic 
sphere, there are good prospects 
for establishing mutually ben-
eficial relations in agriculture 
and mining, as well as the par-
ticipation of Kazakh companies 
in implementing infrastructure 
projects. africa is also a huge 

market for the possible export of 
Kazakhstan’s grain.  

In the context of expanding col-
laboration with africa, the key 
event was the first official visit of 
Minister of Foreign affairs erlan 
Idrissov to addis ababa in decem-
ber 2013, which launched multi-
lateral high-level contacts with the 
african union and laid the foun-
dation for mutually beneficial co-
operation between Kazakhstan and 

ethiopia, one of the leading coun-
tries of the continent. 

during the visit, the minister 
met with erastus Mwencha, vice 
president of the african union 
Commission, and delivered a 
speech to permanent representa-
tives of the 54 member states of 
the african union. He held im-
portant negotiations with Haile-
mariam desalegn, prime minis-
ter of ethiopia; Mulatu teshome, 
president of ethiopia; and with 
his counterpart, tedros adha-
nom ghebreyesus, during which 
agreements were made concern-
ing establishing a legal base of 
bilateral relations and trade and 
economic ties. 

Our cooperation with the afri-
can continent is at the formative 
stage, and we are determined to 
move forward in this direction.

You also serve as Kazakhstan’s 
permanent representative to a 
number of other international or-
ganisations, such as the League 
of Arab States and the Islamic 
Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organisation [ISESCO]. 
What kind of work is Kazakhstan 
doing in these organisations?  

the interaction with the League 
of arab states is useful for Ka-

zakhstan in terms of promoting 
the interests and foreign policy ini-
tiatives of Kazakhstan in the arab 
world. this includes expanding 
trade, economic and cultural ties. 
astana and the Las have simi-
lar views on many current issues. 
arab countries highly appreciate 
Kazakhstan’s continuous support 
of the legitimate rights of the Pal-
estinian people and its aspirations 
to help create in the Middle east a 
zone free of nuclear weapons. 

this year, at the initiative of 
saudi arabia, a new mechanism 
for interregional cooperation was 
launched: the Forum on economy 
and Cooperation of arab Countries 
with the Central asian states and 
azerbaijan. On May 13, 2014, Ri-
yadh hosted the inaugural session 
of the forum with the participation 
of foreign ministers and economy 
ministers of the member states. 
Minister Idrissov headed the Ka-
zakh delegation. 

the forum adopted the Riyadh 
declaration, which among general 
positions on the development of 
comprehensive relations between 
member states, reflected the call 
for active participation in eXPO 
2017, the contribution of Ka-
zakhstan and other Central asian 
countries to nuclear disarmament 
processes and support of Kazakh-
stan’s initiative to convene the 
Congress of the World and tradi-
tional Religions. 

Government officials and the 
leaders of Kazakhstan’s national 
Commission for unesCO and Is-
esCO participate in the activities 
of the organisation in all its fields 
of competence. 

developing a culture of dialogue 
is one of the main activities of Is-
esCO. In this regard, the organi-
sation has recently shown an in-
creased interest in the activities of 
the Congress of Leaders of World 
and traditional Religions, and del-
egated a representative to the con-
ference marking the 10th anniver-
sary of the congress in astana on 
sept. 25, 2013. 

In accordance with the decision 
taken at the sixth general Confer-
ence of IsesCO, almaty was de-
clared a capital of Islamic culture 
for 2015 and is currently organis-
ing a number of cooperative activi-
ties, including conferences, book 
and handicraft exhibitions and per-
formances of folk ensembles. 

In the context of further expan-
sion, we are working on opening 
a regional IsesCO branch in al-
maty. 

Kazakh space Industry Growth will Help country develop
By erkin shaimagambetov 

The first and largest cosmo-
drome, Baikonur, has an interest-
ing and eventful history. 

the Baikonur complex was built 
in the 1950s on the vast steppes 
of Kazakhstan. during the soviet 
period, about 1,000 carrier rockets 
with satellites and spacecraft for 
various purposes were launched 
from the facility. It is a big part of 
what made the soviet union the 
greatest space power on the face of 
the earth. 

since obtaining independence in 
1991, Baikonur has been governed 
by Kazakhstan, even though it was 
originally planned to be shared 
by the newly created states of 
the Commonwealth of Independ-
ent states (CIs) along with other 
space exploration facilities across 
the former soviet union. 

In 1991-1993, a number of in-
tergovernmental agreements on 
cooperation in space amongst the 
CIs countries were signed, but 
they could not provide a real re-
covery of the lost space capabili-
ties because of the unwillingness 
of the majority of CIs states to 
invest. this was primarily because 
of economic circumstances. 

In 1994, the leaders of Kazakh-
stan and Russia reached an agree-
ment on the lease of the Baikonur 
complex by the Russian Federa-
tion. But Kazakhstan, as part of 
its economic development aspira-
tions, in addition to collecting $115 
million per year in rent, gradually 
began to exercise its rights regard-
ing Baikonur, which include joint 
space projects with Russia and the 

financing and development of new 
space facilities.   

On Jan. 9, 2004, the presidents 
of Kazakhstan and Russia signed 
an intergovernmental agreement 
on the effective use of Baikonur, 
providing for continued, mutually 
beneficial cooperation with Ka-
zakhstan in joint space projects. 
In particular, the agreement high-
lighted the importance of modern-
ising the spaceport’s infrastructure, 
the creation of new, environmen-
tally safe space rocket complexes 
for the phased reduction of boost-
ers, which use toxic propellants, 
joint work on environmental safety 
and solving environmental prob-
lems related to satellites and other 
space related activity. the term of 
the lease with Russia was extended 
until 2050. 

In order to implement the above-
mentioned agreement, on dec. 22, 
2004, the parties signed an inter-
governmental agreement on the 
creation in the spaceport of the 
Baiterek space rocket complex 

for joint commercial and Russian 
and Kazakhstan state launches. In 
2005, Russo-Kazakh joint stock 
company Baiterek was established 
to create new environmentally 
friendly space rocket complexes 
at the cosmodrome. the company 
employs Kazakh and Russian spe-
cialists and experts. 

the treaty on good-neigh-
bourliness and alliance in the 21st 
Century signed by the heads of 
state of Kazakhstan and Russia on 
Nov. 11, 2013 reflects the mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation taking 
place in the exploration and use of 
outer space for peaceful purpos-
es. the parties agreed to develop 
their strategic partnership through 
sharing the Baikonur complex, 
promoting mutual involvement in 
infrastructure modernisation us-
ing advanced and environmentally 
safe technologies, implementing 
joint space projects and sharing 
responsibility for launch services. 

during the ninth Forum of In-
terregional Cooperation of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan and the 
Russian Federation in Pavlodar, 
which took place on sept. 19, 2012 
and the working visit of President 
nursultan nazarbayev to Russia 
on Oct. 9, 2012, the two leaders 
agreed to develop a “roadmap” for 
sharing Baikonur.

Currently, Kazakhstan is work-
ing on the implementation of this so 
called road map which protects the 
constitutional rights of citizens liv-
ing in the city of Baikonur as well 
as on improving residents’ socio-
economic conditions. this is largely 
happening through the 2014-2016 
Comprehensive Plan for the de-

velopment of the city of Baikonur, 
the village of toretam and akai dis-
trict.  Kazakhstan is trying to find its 
place in the agreement with Russia. 
Kazkosmos, Kazakhstan’s space 
agency, is actively working with the 
Russian space agency to develop 
joint space projects. 

at present, Kazakhstan is inter-
ested in producing both light and 
heavy launch boosters at Baikinor. 
the availability of small launch 
boosters will allow small satellites 
to be launched from Baikonur; 
such satellites will be manufac-

tured at the assembly and test com-
plex in astana. a new space rocket 
complex for heavy boosters will 
ensure the successful phased re-
duction of the use of Proton boost-
ers which use highly toxic pro-
pellants. unfortunately, there are 
no alternatives to Proton boosters 
today and therefore, the only way 
to phase them out is to develop 

new ecologically safe space rocket 
complexes. 

In astana last July at the Inter-
national scientific-practical con-
ference “Kazakhstan and space,” 
dedicated to the 20th anniversary 
of the first flight of Independent 
Kazakhstan’s first cosmonaut, 
representatives of foreign space 
agencies and organisations made 
presentations with innovative ide-
as and new high-tech projects on 
space exploration, including Bai-
konur. In particular, it is proposed 
to implement a space tourism 

project in collaboration with the 
French company airbus defence 
and space, i.e. commercial subor-
bital flights with the use of the pas-
senger spacecraft designed by this 
company. 

another major international pro-
ject suggested is a space rocket 
complex for a super heavy class of 
interplanetary rockets for missions 

to study the Moon and Mars. such 
projects are expensive and require 
the efforts of several countries. 
Baikonur allows Russian company 
RsC energia and the ukrainian en-
terprise dB yuzhnoye, which both 
expressed interest in the project, to 
implement large-scale projects. 

the national space agency of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan is do-
ing everything necessary to create 
a full-fledged space industry that 
can meet the interests and needs 
of the state and society as a whole. 
activities in this area contribute 
to the strengthening of national 
and information security and the 
socio-economic and scientific-tech-
nical development of Kazakhstan 
through the effective use of ad-
vanced technologies. Modern space 
activity involving global satellite 
communications and television, 
high-precision navigation, remote 
sensing to study natural resources, 
meteorological, environmental, and 
agricultural monitoring, mapping 
and so on are also common func-
tions of Kazakhstan’s space agency. 

We can confidently say that the 
space industry, which is one of the 
most high-tech, serves as an inte-
grator of many scientific fields and 
as a manufacturer of products with 
high added value. the space indus-
try will do a lot to help Kazakhstan 
develop in the direction the Presi-
dent is guiding the country.

The author was deputy chair-
man of the national space Agen-
cy of Kazakhstan until it was 
merged into the newly created 
ministry for Investment and de-
velopment.

Kazakhstan 
has established 
diplomatic relations 
with the majority of 
African countries. 
south Africa 
has an embassy 
in Kazakhstan; 
last January, 
the embassy of 
Kazakhstan opened 
in south Africa. 

on Jan. 9, 2004, the presidents of Kazakhstan 
and Russia signed an intergovernmental 
agreement on the effective use of Baikonur, 
providing for continued, mutually beneficial 
cooperation with Kazakhstan in joint space 
projects. The agreement highlighted the 
importance of modernising the spaceport’s 
infrastructure, the creation of new, 
environmentally safe space rocket complexes 
for the phased reduction of boosters, joint 
work on environmental safety and solving 
environmental problems. 

Berik Aryn
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deputy chairman of Turkmenistan’s cabinet of ministers and minister of foreign Affairs Rashid meredov (l) and President of Kazakhstan nursultan nazarbayev 
(c) met in Akorda to discuss expanding bilateral ties on Aug. 12.

chargé d’Affaires of Bulgaria to 
Kazakhstan Ivan dimitrov
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Bulgaria seeks to deepen Relations with Kazakhstan
By dmitry lee

astana – Relations between 
Kazakhstan and Bulgaria haven’t 
been as active as they could be in 
recent years, according to Chargé 
d’affaires of Bulgaria to Kazakh-
stan Ivan dimitrov. In the past 
year, the two countries have made 
quite a few steps towards achiev-
ing new levels of cooperation.

dimitrov has only served one 
year as Bulgaria’s envoy in asta-
na. He became chief of mission 
in august 2013, but a lot has hap-
pened at the embassy in that short 
period of time.

“In the grand scheme of things, 
a year is not much time, but none-
theless, for our embassy, it was a 
very effective year, as our relations 
have grown, because this country 
has good potential and so does 
Bulgaria,” he said during an inter-
view with the astana times.

according to dimitrov, he de-
cided that establishing goals for 
his term was a key priority. 

“since my arrival, through my 
constant contact with the Kazakh 
Foreign Ministry, in particular 
with deputy Minister alexey 
volkov and his colleagues, we 
have outlined a plan to further 
promote bilateral ties between Ka-
zakhstan and Bulgaria called Road 
Map 2014,” he said.

«the plan includes a few pro-
jects that would strengthen rela-
tions between the two nations to 
a point we all find satisfactory. 
Road map 2014 includes a step-

by-step plan for the development 
of relations such as continuing 
to support our intergovernmental 
commission for economic coop-
eration, which we have benefitted 
from for over a decade. Both sides 
agreed that such a commission was 
needed for quite some time. a po-
litical consultation was also held 
between deputy minister’s. the 
last one was held about six years 
ago. We have discussed the possi-
bility of a visit by Minister of For-
eign affairs of Kazakhstan erlan 
Idrissov to Bulgaria in depth. I am 
glad that this visit is scheduled to 
take place in the fall of this year, I 
should emphasise that this is a his-
toric visit, as this is the first time a 
Kazakh minister of foreign affairs 
will visit Bulgaria.” 

dimitrov mentioned that the last 
time a Bulgarian Foreign Minister 
visited Kazakhstan was in 2007 

and said “considering the dynam-
ics of modern times, this is a long 
period of time.” 

Within Road Map 2014, the 
Bulgarian prime minister also has 
been invited to visit Kazakhstan in 
the beginning of 2015, the Bulgar-
ian head of mission stated.

“We now have inter-parlia-
mentary contacts and the Kazakh 
Speaker of the Senate has offi-
cially invited the Bulgarian [par-
liamentary] delegation. We have 
also established friendship groups 
in both countries’ parliaments, all 
of these steps build up to the presi-
dential visit that will perhaps take 
place at the end of next year.”

“We have also appointed the 
first honorary consul of the Repub-
lic of Bulgaria to the Republic of 
Kazakhstan in Karaganda, anvar 
Osin, who is an activist, member 
of nur Otan party and is well re-
spected among the populace.

Kazakhstan’s and Bulgaria’s sci-
entific academies have signed an 
agreement on cooperation during 
the May 22-23 astana economic 
Forum. 

“these were a few steps that gave 
impetus to the relations between 
the two countries and I would like 
to proudly say I am very pleased 
with my year here; my counter-
parts in Kazakhstan’s government 
are also pleased,” he said.

deputy Minister volkov award-
ed Dimitrov a Certificate of Hon-
our on behalf of the Ministry of 
Foreign affairs of Kazakhstan. “I 
must say [everything] worked out, 

because both Bulgaria and Ka-
zakhstan are willing to further de-
velop relations based on what we 
have achieved so far and based on 
the historical connection between 
the countries,” dimitrov added, “I 
recently met with the Chairman of 
the science academy of Kazakh-
stan [Marat Zhurinov] and he told 
me an interesting theory that still 
needs to be confirmed. He men-
tioned that there is a river in Ka-
zakhstan called aspar, the founder 
of the First Bulgarian empire was 
Khan asparukh - ruler of Bulgars. 
He lived in the second half of the 
seventh century. the chairman 
said that the cherished historical 
roots connecting the two countries 
are currently being explored.” 

dimitrov hopes that the two 
sides will increase dialogue on 
economic cooperation as well. 

according to the national sta-
tistics Institute of Bulgaria, trade 
between Bulgaria and Kazakh-
stan totaled $104 million, includ-
ing Bulgarian exports worth $44.8 
million and imports totaling $59.6 
million. Bulgarian exports com-
prised of medicines (20.3 percent,) 
electrical transformers (14.2 per-
cent) and power generating units 
(13.5 percent,) while imports were 
mostly of oil gas (86.9 percent,) 
refined and unrefined copper (11.3 
percent) and chemical fertilizers 
(1.2 percent).

Bulgaria was always known to 
people in Kazakhstan and in recent 
years, it has become a preferred 
tourist destination. “In the past 

year, we have also managed to 
open a direct chartered flight from 
astana to Burgas [the fourth larg-
est Bulgarian city, a resort town in 
the south east of the country along 
the Black sea.] there used to be a 
flight only from Almaty, but now 
we have two.

“Last year, more than 7,000 Ka-
zakhstan citizens visited Bulgaria 
as tourists, the majority of them 
traveled to the Black sea  for va-
cation. this year, the number has 
picked up 40 percent. Kazakhs are 
rediscovering Bulgaria, its nature, 
climate and the similarities be-
tween the Russian [that most Ka-
zakhs speak] and Bulgarian as well 
as similarities in mentality. Bul-
garia’s low prices are also appeal-
ing to visitors from Kazakhstan.”

Bulgaria also introduced a facili-
tated visa regime for Kazakhstan’s 
citizens by issuing a one year visa 
for Kazakhstan nationals that have 
already been issued a Bulgarian 
visa in the past and have not vio-
lated the terms of stay. Kazakhstan 
citizens who own property in Bul-
garia may be issued a three year 
visa; a small Bulgarian real estate 
boom is being seen in Kazakhstan 
today.

dimitrov, who studied at Mos-
cow’s diplomatic academy and is 
completely fluent in Russian, Ger-
man and english, said he has en-
joyed his brief stay in Kazakhstan.

 “I was warned about the harsh 
winters in astana before coming 
here and I must say surprisingly, 
it wasn’t as cold as I expected. I 

live on the yessil River embank-
ment and I with my family would 
often go down to the frozen river 
for walks, we really enjoyed them, 
especially in the sun, when there 
was no wind.”

the envoy’s diplomatic career 
has taken him to germany and 
denmark, yet he seemed to espe-
cially enjoy talking about his im-
pressions of astana and Kazakh-
stan.

“What struck me most about Ka-
zakhstan are the close family ties 
that people have woven and cher-
ish. I admire that and find it [fasci-
nating] that family members help 
each other and spend so much time 
together. I am also fond of Kazakh-
stan’s national dances. Bulgarian 
dances are more dynamic, while 
Kazakh ones are more gracious.

“Before [moving] to astana, 
I read a lot about [Kazakhstan], 
’but what you read and what you 
see can be two completely oppo-
site things. What I’ve seen [here] 
amazes me. I was amazed by the 
city [astana,] the idea of building 
a city designed by world-class ar-
chitects in 17 years truly impresses 
me. I am also amazed by the fore-
sight of the [Kazakh] government. 
the country has [planned] every-
thing and knows what needs to be 
done to move forward. I am sure 
that the strategy 2050, Kazakh-
stan’s plan to propel itself onto 
the list of the 30 most-developed 
countries by 2050 will be realised 
if the country maintains its current 
mindset and trajectory.”

Turkmen fm Visits Astana, discusses 
Kazakh President’s Visit in fall

By Zhanara Abdulova

astana – deputy Chair-
man of turkmenistan’s Cabinet 
of Ministers and Minister of For-
eign affairs Rashid Meredov paid 
his first official visit to Astana on 
aug. 12 to enhance bilateral ties 
and discuss the upcoming visit of 
President nursultan nazarbayev to 
ashgabat. 

“turkmenistan is a close and 
brotherly nation for Kazakhstan. 
We have always had good eco-
nomic and political relations with 
your country and we are looking 
forward to developing our partner-
ship,” President nazarbayev said, 
welcoming his turkmen guest in 
the akorda presidential residence.

“a very important project, a 
railroad running from Kazakhstan 
through turkmenistan to Iran and 
the Persian gulf, will be complet-
ed soon. the railroad’s completion 
will push the bilateral relations 
between our countries to a new 
level,” he added.

during the meeting, the sides 
noted the growing level of coop-
eration between the two countries 
in various fields and discussed the 
implementation of previous agree-
ments. Meredov conveyed warm 
greetings from President of turk-
menistan gurbanguly Berdymuk-

hammedov and informed naz-
arbayev of the date the railway is 
expected to be put into operation. 
He highlighted the development of 
bilateral cooperation in economic, 
trade, energy, transport and com-
munication, cultural and humani-
tarian spheres.

“We are now working to prepare 
your official visit to Turkmenistan. 
sending me to astana, President 
gurbanguly Berdymukhammedov 
stressed that we are ready to or-
ganise the visit at any convenient 
date for you, according to our pre-
liminary agreements – during the 
end of October and the beginning 
of november. We will be opening 
the railway at that time,” Meredov 
said.

as part of his visit to astana, 
Meredov met with his Kazakh 
counterpart, erlan Idrissov. during 
their negotiations, the foreign min-
isters discussed the current state 
and future prospects of Kazakh-
turkmen bilateral cooperation, as 
well as regional cooperation issues 
and topics on the international 
agenda. the talks also focused 
on the Kazakh President’s visit to 
turkmenistan this autumn. 

“We are very hopeful of the out-
comes of the top-level meeting, 
including the announcement of 
the completion of the largest trans-

portation and logistics project not 
only in our region, but also far be-
yond its borders,” Idrissov said at a 
press briefing following the meet-
ing, referring to the Kazakhstan-
turkmenistan-Iran railway. 

Meredov said, “We are neigh-
bouring states and brotherly na-
tions. the level of our relations to-
day confirms the historically close 
relationship between us. the main 
factor of dynamically developing 
relations between our countries is 
the trust-based dialogue and un-
derstanding between the two heads 
of state, President of turkmenistan 
gurbanguly Berdymukhamme-
dov and President of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan nursultan naz-
arbayev. the main purpose of my 
visit today is to prepare the visit of 
the President of Kazakhstan to our 
country this autumn, and I am sure 
that this visit will be an important 
historical step towards strengthen-
ing the relationship of friendship 
and cooperation between our two 
countries.”

the foreign ministers expressed 
their satisfaction with the level and 
content of multilateral cooperation 
between the two countries within 
the framework of international or-
ganisations. 

during the meeting, the sides 
paid close attention to the need 

to intensify cooperation in trade, 
energy and transportation. In this 
context, Idrissov and Meredov 
discussed the implementation of 
agreements reached within the 
framework of the turkmen-Ka-
zakh Intergovernmental Commis-
sion on economic, scientific, tech-
nical and cultural cooperation. 

In 2013, the trade turnover be-
tween Kazakhstan and turkmeni-
stan reached $392.9 million. the 
sides stated there was serious po-
tential for much deeper coopera-
tion in trade and identified ways to 
increase trade volumes.

“We are glad that the representa-
tives of both Kazakh and turkmen 
business circles are increasingly 
interested in mutual cooperation, 
exchange of experiences and ex-
pansion of business relations,” Id-
rissov said. 

He also noted that the Kazakh-
turkmen business forum to be 
held this year in ashgabat should 
become an efficient mechanism to 
build bridges between the business 
structures of the two states.

A significant outcome of the 
talks was the signing of the Pro-
gramme of Cooperation between 
the Foreign Ministries of the two 
countries for 2015-2016, which is 
intended to strengthen the political 
dialogue between the two states.

Joint CSTO 
Military 

Exercises are 
Held in Karaganda 

Region 

By yelden sarybay

astana – In the multi-day ex-
ercises beginning on august 18th, 
the armed forces of armenia, Be-
larus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Russia and tajikistan will work 
on possible contingencies in the 
Central asian collective security 
region. titled Interaction 2014, the 
event will be held in the spassk 
training field. 

the aim of Interaction 2014 is 
to solidify the cohesiveness of the 
Collective security treaty Organi-
sation (CstO) Collective Rapid 
Reaction Force governance struc-
ture. Kazakh Minister of defence 
serik akhmetov travelled to the 
site for a preliminary inspection of 
the preparations and the garrison. 

Military units from the air as-
sault Brigade of the Russian air-
borne troops, the air Forces of 
Kazakhstan, the mobile team from 
the special Operations Forces of 
Belarus, the special Forces of the 
armed Forces of Kyrgyz Repub-
lic and a commando squadron 
from tajikistan will participate in 
the exercises. the total number of 
exercise participants will be about 
3,000 people. the exercise will 
involve more than 200 pieces of 

military equipment and about 30 
aircraft.

Besides fulfilling practical 
missions, issues of information 
and psychological warfare will 
be addressed for the first time 
during the training. the exercis-
es will also include the provision 
of cybersecurity and ways of af-
fecting the software of potential 
enemies. 

CstO Joint staff Lt. gen. alex-
ander studenikin will be leading 
the training. CstO secretary gen-
eral nikolai Bordyuzha is also to 
be in attendance. 

The aim of 
Interaction 2014 
is to solidify the 
cohesiveness of the 
collective security 
Treaty organisation 
collective Rapid 
Reaction force 
governance 
structure. 
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Almaty Prepares to celebrate city day

By Julia Rutz

almaty City day is a day in 
name only. though it is technical-
ly celebrated on the third sunday 
of september, city residents and 
visitors will be celebrating their 
city throughout the month of sep-
tember. 

this year, the holiday pro-
gramme will be opened by the 
Fifth arbat Fest International Fes-
tival of Contemporary art. the 
festival will include art exhibi-
tions, workshops as well as dance 

and drama performances on city 
streets. a unique multi-sensor ex-
hibition of van gogh masterpieces 
that immerses guests in the artist’s 
vibrant colours and vivid details 
has already opened in the space 
Gallery, Kazakhstan’s first multi-
media gallery. 

the annual Festival of Puppet 
theatre of the Commonwealth of 
Independent states (CIs) will take 
place in almaty from sept. 5 to 12. 
the almaty – My First Love retro 
music festival will launch on sept. 
6 and include Kazakh as well as 

foreign artists. and a traditional 
open air orchestra parade will en-
tertain almaty residents sept. 10 
and 12. 

the Omsk state drama theatre 
tour will also take place in almaty 
as part of the City day celebra-
tion programme. the premiere of 
the “Magic Flute” fairy tale will 
be on sept. 15 in the natalya saz 
Russian theatre for Children and 
youth. the “abai” opera staged 
by Italian directors andrea Cini 
and Benito Leonori will also pre-
miere on the abai Kazakh state 

Opera and Ballet theatre stage in 
september.

almaty residents can also visit 
a Eurasia film festival, which will 
take place sept. 15-21, a concert 
dedicated to the new gakku tv 
Channel opening on sept. 13, a song 
contest about almaty on sept. 17, an 
annual Muz Zone music award cer-
emony on sept. 20,  an apple Fest 
and a firework show on Sept. 21. 

Last year, City day celebra-
tions drew a crowd of more than 
120,000 and this year’s crowd is 
expected to be even larger.

Kostanai Designer Gains 
Attention at Paris 

Fashion Week 

By Julia Rutz

designer svetlana Kushnerova 
presented her new collection dur-
ing the recent Paris Haute Couture 
Fashion Week 2014. 

“I still cannot believe I was invit-
ed by the Federation Francaise de 
la Couture to become a part of Par-
is Fashion Week. It is complicated 
to gain acceptance from French de-
signers, as they used to think only 
they could feel fashion and style as 
no one else can. they would never 
allow a collection that was made 
out of Paris to be presented on their 
runway. For instance, some hand-
made details can be created only in 
several ateliers in Paris, whose em-
loyees studied at one of the oldest 
Chanel schools,” said Kushnerova.  

Kushnerova’s team includes 
about 40 people who created a 
short dramatic performance on the 
runway during the fashion show. 
according to Kushnerova, her 
collection is feminine and sexual, 
including flowing fabric, lace and 
jewels. Her garments are meant for 
official events.

It is worth saying that the collec-
tion made by the Kazakh designer 
gained attention and was wel-
comed by the audience, including 
leading editors of fashion maga-
zines and the director of Chanel 
fashion house. Moreover, three 
outfits from the presented collec-
tion were taken right after the show 
to be shown on the glossy pages of 
fashion magazines. 

continued on Page B2

Kazakhstan’s Junior Para-Athletes 
win 29 medals at IwAs Games

By nadezhda Khamitova

astana – Kazakhstan’s para-
athletes won 10 gold, nine sil-
ver and 10 bronze medals at the 
10th International Wheelchair 
and amputee sports Federation 
(IWas) World Junior games, 
which took place at the u.K.’s 

stoke Mandeville sports sta-
dium from aug. 3-8. three hun-
dred fifty athletes under the age 
of 23 from 35 countries gathered 
in stoke Mandeville to compete 
in seven sports: archery, athlet-
ics, wheelchair racing, powerlift-
ing, swimming, table tennis and 
wheelchair fencing. 

nineteen junior athletes repre-
sented Kazakhstan in four sports: 
table tennis, swimming, powerlift-
ing and athletics.

“IWas is pleased that we can re-
turn to stoke Mandeville in 2014, 
where the 10th IWas World Jun-
ior games will revive the spirit of 
the International stoke Mandeville 

games,” IWas games Committee 
Chairperson dina sotiriadi said in 
a press release.

On the first day of competition, 
14-year-old yerassyl soltangaliuly 
won two track medals: silver in the 
400-metre distance and bronze in 
the 200 metres. 

continued on Page B7

Vladislav ligai (r), the gold medal winner in the 400-metre freestyle and the 50-metre and 100-metre backstroke.

Almaty city day will be celebrated throughout the month of september.

national Geographic 
silk Road exhibition 
Returns to Kazakhstan

By Julia Rutz

along shokan ualikhanov’s 
Caravan track, an educational ex-
pedition organised by the national 
geographic society and dedicated 
to the 180th anniversary of the 
scholar’s birth,  came back to Ka-
zakhstan on aug. 6. national geo-
graphic society representatives, 
as well as Ordenbek Mazbayev, a 
professor at gumilyov eurasian 
national university, smailzhan 
Iminov, a researcher of ualikh-
anov’s expeditions, a tengrinews.

kz reporter and CtB tv channel 
cameraman, flew to Urumqi, China 
on July 24 to start the expedition. 

the route included the cities of 
the great silk Road ualikhanov 
visited 155 years ago while trave-
ling to Kashgaria, China. during 12 
days, the expeditionists went by ve-
hicle to territories in China and Kyr-
gyzstan, visiting urumqi, Karasha-
har, Korla, Kuchar, aksu, Kashgar, 
artush, yangisar, yarkend, Kaga-
lyk, Hotan, Kashgar, turagat, nar-
yn, tash-Rabar and Bishkek. 

continued on Page B6
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ATom Project seeks 100,000  
signatures Against nuclear weapons

continued from Page A1

Why did you agree to campaign 
with The ATOM Project?

I have been campaigning against 
nuclear weapons all my life; it has 
become my cause as well as that 
of my family. I have heard too 
many stories from my father who 
has seen the terrible impact these 
tests have left on our country with 
his own eyes. Just recently, I came 
back from a funeral in yegindy-
bulak [100 kilometres from the 
former semipalatinsk’s test site’s 
ground zero]; that family was also 
impacted by the tests. the person 
who had died suffered from a rare 
cancer; the past’s transgressions 

are still manifesting themselves 
years later.

What are you looking to ac-
complish before August 29, the 
UN International Day Against 
Nuclear Tests?

at the moment, we are prepar-
ing for the un International day 
against nuclear tests on aug. 29. 
First of all, we are seeking to reach 
a 100,000-signature milestone. at 
the moment, we have a little over 
92,000 names. We are also plan-
ning to host two exhibitions on this 
day, one depicting the legacy of 
nuclear disarmament in Kazakh-
stan and the other of my paintings, 
because my works, especially the 

recent ones, are related to nuclear 
weapons. I continue adding more 
and more paintings to my exhibi-
tion and we will continue spread-
ing the word and educating the 
youth about the consequences of 
nuclear weapons. this day is our 
big day to do so. the International 
day against nuclear tests is held 
in hopes that one day, all nuclear 
weapons will be eliminated. until 
then, we need to promote peace 
and security around the world. On  
dec. 2, 2009, the 64th session of 
the united nations general as-
sembly declared aug. 29 the In-
ternational day against nuclear 
tests. this day was proposed by 
our President, nursultan naz-

arbayev, to commemorate the clo-
sure of the semipalatinsk nuclear 
test site on aug. 29, 1991. the 
day calls for increasing awareness 
and education “about the effects of 
nuclear weapon test explosions or 
any other nuclear explosions and 
the need for their cessation as one 
of the means of achieving the goal 
of a nuclear-weapon-free world.

What would you say to your 
supporters? 

to those who have signed the 
petition, I would like to say the fol-
lowing: If people want to leave a 
bright future for their children and 
live in a safe world full of fresh 
air, they should do as these people 
have. I also would want to encour-
age them to spread the word about 
our mission and the atOM Pro-
ject; people need to pass the news 
onto their kids, friends, neigh-
bours, accountancies, colleagues 
and everyone they know as this is 
an important message. sign the pe-
tition! spread the word!

And to those who have not 
signed yet?

I call on them to sign the peti-
tion because so much is being 
spent on arms proliferation, sense-
less wars and demonstrations of 
power. all of this evil originates 
in greed. those who have not yet 
signed might think that this issue 
will pass by, but they’re mistaken. 
the problems caused by radiation 
and nuclear explosions don’t dis-
criminate based on race, hair col-
our or skin tone. should this world 
see a nuclear war, the issue will 
concern all of us, so I think eve-
ryone should sign the petition and 
together we need to strive to create 
a nuclear-weapons-free world.

continued from Page B1

Kushnerova has been interested 
in fashion since an early age, how-
ever, her parents insisted she study 
law. after graduating from a ger-
man university, she came back 
to the city to continue her child-
hood obsession. Kushnerova cre-
ated several sketches, one of which 
was a garment for her sister’s high 
school graduation ball. that was 
the turning point for Kushnerova to 
make fashion her lifetime business.

Kushnerova presented her first 
collection of leather gowns during 

Kazakhstan Fashion Week, which 
took place in almaty. according 
to the designer, she met interesting 
people there who taught her how 
collections she has created can be 
successfully promoted. after that, 
Kushnerova participated in Mos-
cow Fashion Week, where her col-
lection was seen by French fashion 
representatives who invited her to 
come to Paris. 

Kushnerova’s boutiques can be 
found today in Moscow, st. Pe-
tersburg and singapore and she  is 
also expecting to open a store in 
Kazakhstan in the future. 

Kostanai Designer 
Gains Attention at Paris 

Fashion Week 

svetlana Kushnerova from Kostanai (c) presented her new collection during the 
recent Paris Haute couture fashion week 2014.

Karipbek Kuyukov
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“Guardians of the Galaxy” 
learn Kazakh

By Bakhytbek Aduov

astana – “guardians of the 
Galaxy” has become the ninth film 
to be dubbed into Kazakh and the 
third movie of 2014 to be screened 
in the Kazakh language.

the Bolashak association, sup-
ported by the ruling nur Otan par-
ty and sponsored by the Baiterek 
national Holding, organised the 
film dubbing project, which cost 9 
million tenge (us$49,445).

“guardians of the galaxy” 
is one of this year’s worldwide 
blockbusters and rated one of the 
best movies of the year by some. 
Critics are calling it the best work 
of Marvel studios, and its IMdB 
(Internet Movie database) rating 
is 8.7/10 based on feedback from 
more than 100,000 movie fans. 

“While choosing a project, we 
took into consideration such fac-
tors as its level of innovation and 
social orientation, as those are 
some of the directions of our hold-
ing’s activity. It is good that among 

the 18 languages the film has 
premiered in, there is the Kazakh 
language, too. We all continue to 
support projects promoting the 
study of the Kazakh language by 

Kazakhstan’s population,” head of 
the Baiterek Holding executive of-
fice Anuarbek Sultangazin said at 
the premiere of the film in Astana. 

The film has been dubbed into 
18 languages, with Kazakh one of 
two turkic languages it has been 
screened in. not many movies in 
Kazakhstan are screened in Ka-
zakh – but the ones that have been 
are among the world’s biggest and 
best. they include “Cars 2,” and 
“Men in Black 3” in 2011; “Brave” 
and “the amazing spiderman” in 

2012; “Monsters university” and 
“the Lone Ranger” in 2013 and 
“the amazing spiderman 2,” 
“Maleficent” and “Guardians of 
the galaxy” in 2014. 

dubbing projects also help pro-
mote Kazakhstan’s film industry. 
this project was a good experi-
ence for young director timur 
Balymbetov. “In some scenes, the 
Kazakh dubbing sounds even bet-
ter than original,” he said. 

the main protagonist of the 
movie, Peter Quill, was voiced by 
the well-known voice actor timur 
Piyazov, who has experience in 
dubbing films in Kazakh. 

gulnaz auesbayeva, also the 
voice of the witch from “Ma-

leficent,” voiced the main female 
character of the movie, gamora. 

Fully animated characters of the 
film, including tree-like humanoid 
groot, martial raccoon Rocket, 
demonic drax (destroyer) and 
the villain Ronan, were voiced 
by Baurzhan Kaptagai, yerzhan 
Zharylkasynov, Ruslan senke-
bayev and Beybit Kamaranov, all 
of whom work every year dubbing 
Hollywood films. About 20 actors 
participated in the project. 

secretary of the nur Otan party 
Kumar aksakalov and Chairman 
of the Baiterek Holding Kuandyk 
Bishimbayev attended the pre-
miere on aug. 1, as did other of-
ficials and representatives of the 
business and science sector. 

Orphans, students, bloggers, 
Bolashak scholarship programme 
graduates, members of national 
youth organisations and the Bolas-
hak association, project organisers 
and other partners were also invit-
ed to the film’s premiere.  

folk ensemble Blends Kazakh, world music
By yelena Kuznetsova

the Kazakh band Beles blends 
Kazakh traditional music with other 
melodies and instruments. Manager 
Madiyar Maldybayev discussed the 
team and their music. 

How was your group established 
and why is it called Beles? 

the group was formed as a crea-
tive union long ago. alexey yefre-
menko and Marat nukeyev per-
formed as a duet while in school. 
assel nurkenova also graduated 
from the Kulyash Baisseitova spe-
cialised Music school. 

alexey is not just an accordion 
player, competition winner and vir-
tuoso, but also knows Kazakh folk 
music and folk songs very well. the 
dombra player, Marat, is also a vir-
tuoso and winner of international 
competitions. assel is the top kobyz 
player in Kazakhstan today. Profes-
sor Raushan Mussakhodzhayeva 
called these three musicians rarities. 

I myself play dombra, shanko-
byz, sybyzgy and percussion. We 
all graduated from the conserva-
tory and joined the Presidential 
Orchestra of the Republican guard 
in 1997. With the transfer of the 
capital, we moved to astana, and 
continued working in the orchestra 
for 15 years. I met a lot of foreign 
delegations, to whom we were the 
first to present our national culture, 
and for each guest we prepared folk 
music of their country. doing that, 
we developed a large repertoire. 

the name Beles in Kazakh means 
“a stage on the path of develop-
ment,” “a certain point.” the Ka-
zakhs have a blessing: “Belesten 
beleske zhete ber” (“Conquer peak 
after peak”). this is our motto. 

Why did you decide to form a 
band? 

We have been working on our 
own for two years. But even in the 
orchestra, we began to perform in 
this format; it was our own project. 
young people don’t listen to folk 
music in its pure form, and we de-
cided to popularise it in plain lan-
guage for young performers, which 
is what we have been doing now for 
eight years.

Have there been any review con-
certs during this time?

We haven’t had review shows, 
but we have performed in many 
countries. the farthest point of 
our travels was Colombia, Latin 
america, where we had the privi-
lege of representing Kazakhstan at 
the World travel exhibition. We are 
often invited to Moscow – on the 
day of the City, for example, and 
this spring, the Moscow city admin-
istration organised a big concert in 
honour of the nauryz holiday. Beles 
is probably best known in turkey. 
the mayor of ankara saw our pres-
entation in astana by chance and in-
vited us to participate in the grand 
ankara International Festival. the 
stadium where the concert was held 

attracted a record number of specta-
tors – about 40,000. We were given 
45 minutes to perform, but in the 
end we took the stage for about an 
hour and played almost our entire 
repertoire. In total, we’ve had more 
than 30 concerts in turkey.

Why do you think you are better 
known abroad than in Kazakh-
stan?

It’s simple: those with money are 
broadcast most on domestic chan-
nels, and it does not matter whether 
they are professional musicians or 
random people. But we hope that 
in the end, Kazakh airwaves will be 
filled exclusively with worthy solo-
ists and bands.

Are you involved in combined 
concerts in the country?

yes. We perform on holidays pri-
marily: Constitution day, nauryz, 
Independence day, new year. We 
have participated in festivals, in-
cluding almaty is my First Love, 
and in taraz, Pavlodar, Karaganda 
and other cities. But still, we travel 
abroad more. embassies invite us.

What makes your group special? 
Firstly, we are professionals; sec-

ondly, instrumental music does not 
need to be translated to be under-
stood. In addition, ethnic music is 
popular among foreigners and we 
have bright costumes and different 
instruments. For example, assel 
plays kobyz and kylkobyz and even 
the harmonica. In addition to dom-
bra, shankobyz and sybyzgy, I play 
scottish bagpipes. We can perform 
traditional music in its purest form. 

We were invited to Madrid, where 
we had an hour-long concert for 
adopted Kazakh children so they 
could hear the music of the steppes, 
the music of their homeland. In Ber-
lin, we performed at the ItB [Inter-
nationale tourismus-Börse] exhibi-

tion. there were many interesting 
booths, but thanks to the bright mu-
sic, Kazakhstan attracted special at-
tention. We’ve been to Canada, three 
times to america, almost all over 
europe – spain, germany, France, 
england – as well as Korea, Mongo-
lia and China. But we haven’t been 
to australia or Japan yet.

How does your ensemble differ 
from groups like Turan and Uly-
tau?

each ensemble has its own niche. 

ulytau is a rock band that uses the 
dombra. turan is a purely folk en-
semble and plays only Kazakh mu-
sic. ulytau plays kuis [folk instru-
mentals] in a rock style. Our songs 
are a synthesis of the music of dif-
ferent peoples.

There are women in all three 
bands...

the main thing is they are tal-
ented. Our assel was a presiden-
tial scholar twice; she attended the 
meetings of nursultan nazarbayev 

with gifted children. He knows her 
well and after the transfer of the 
capital he personally invited her to 
work in astana. she has won the 
grand Prix at all competitions exist-
ing in Kazakhstan.

Who makes your costumes?
We develop them together. Our 

costumes, like our music, are a mix. 
For example, our hats are Kyrgyz, 
our camisoles are uzbek, our boots 
are Kazakh – the jeans are modern. 
the ideas are ours and tailors sew 
the costumes for us. We have our 
own style and colourful costumes to 
catch the eye.

Who makes the arrangements?
We do them by ourselves. We get 

together and discuss. We take as a 
basis some Kazakh theme and, as 
on a canvas, we embroider a col-
ourful pattern of other melodies. 
the prevailing topic becomes the 
title. If the basis is, for example, 
Zartunk armenian music, then the 
overall composition has the same 
name. But we’ll add improvisations 
on dombra and kobyz for a Kazakh 
theme. Chinese, Peruvian, Oriental, 
turkish, american music … our 
repertoire includes about 15 songs. 
If we play them in a row, it takes 
about one and a half hours – that is 
a full-fledged concert. You may ask 
why in 7-8 years we have only 15 
songs, when some performers in a 
year release an album of 10 songs. 
We are very sensitive: the creation 
of a single composition can take 
half a year. We carefully check dif-
ferent options. And when we finally 
come to the arranger, we give him 

a little ready-made material and ex-
plain what we want.

Currently, we work with the tal-
ented musician Khamit shangalievy. 
With Khamit, we found a common 
language. We do not want to repeat 
anyone; we have developed our 
own style. that is important for us.

Who were your mentors?
the Presidential Orchestra where 

we started to work was headed by 
arystanbek Mukhamediuly; the 
current minister of culture and 
sports, [Mazhilis deputy and folk 
singer] Bekbolat tleukhan, was 
the artistic director and Rustem 
Beisenuly headed the folk music 
ensemble. We are very grateful to 
them.

What problems do you encoun-
ter most often?

today, in my opinion, sport gets 
more attention than culture. the 
rewards of athletes and musicians 
can’t be compared. 

there are almost no professional 
sound engineers in the country and 
little good equipment. sound engi-
neers are trained in st. Petersburg, 
but even those who’ve studied there 
are not in demand in Kazakhstan: 
because of the low wages, they 
go into business. a palace director 
would rather pay 50,000 to a non-
professional than three times as 
much to a professional. … .

european culture is known world-
wide; now, it is necessary to show 
Kazakh art and folk music. In our 
compositions, Kazakh music makes 
friends with melodies from different 
countries in a model of integration.

“Guardians of the Galaxy” has become 
the ninth film to be dubbed into Kazakh 
and the third movie of 2014 to be 
screened in the Kazakh language.

Kazakh band Beles, wearing Kyrgyz hats, Uzbek camisoles, Kazakh boots and modern jeans, blends Kazakh traditional 
music with other melodies and instruments.
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mangistau civil servants Attend 
management Personnel Training 
Through eU Programme

By michelle witte

astana – On aug. 4, over 100 
civil servants from the Mangistau 
region attended a seminar in aktau 
on integrated information systems 
and the role of new technologies in 
their work, including Kazakhstan’s 
new e-kyzmet integrated informa-
tion system for civil service per-
sonnel management that is planned 
to be completed by the end of next 
year. 

Representatives from more than 
40 government agencies, includ-
ing all five district akimats (lo-
cal governments) as well as the 

Zhanaozen and aktau city aki-
mats, attended the seminar, where 
speakers discussed the importance 
of the new system in supporting 
efficiency and productivity in staff 
management. Participants were 
also acquainted with a dutch pro-
gramme, P-direkt, offered as an 
example of european personnel 
management best practices.

the seminar was organised and 
funded by the four-year, $6.1 mil-
lion eu-funded project, Civil ser-
vice Reform and Modernisation of 
the government of Kazakhstan, 
which is intended to support leg-
islative reform and improve the 

institutional capabilities of Ka-
zakhstan’s civil service and public 
administration bodies. Most re-
cently, it supported study trips to 
europe by civil servants and jour-
nalists. the aktau seminar was 
also supported by Kazakhstan’s 
national Centre for Civil service 
staff Management.

vice President of the national 
Centre for Civil service staff 
Management Issatai sagindykov 
presented the Kazakh e-kyzmet 
system under development, which 
is designed to automate agency ac-
tivities and the personnel services 
of Kazakh state bodies. He em-

phasised the importance of up-to-
date information technologies in 
improving the function of govern-
ment bodies. 

experts from the eu project 
Konstantin sokulskiy and Maxi-
milian Foedinger presented the 
dutch system, which centralises 
and standardises the processes of 
10 ministries in the netherlands. 
they also discussed the activities 
of the overall eu programme in 
Kazakhstan. 

similar training seminars are to 
be held in Karaganda, Pavlodar 
and south Kazakhstan this year.  

men’s Health centre to collaborate 
with Urology centre

By Aigul Bidanova

seMey – the new men’s 
health centre in semey will part-
ner with the dzhanbursynov sci-
entific Centre for Urology. The 
decision was made by specialists 
from both of these organisations 
during a meeting of the Repub-
lican action school of Men’s 
Health hosted by In vitro, a pri-
vate clinic. 

“during the meeting, we con-
ducted free medical exams for 
150 citizens who have urology 
related problems,” Chief urolo-
gist of Kazakhstan Myrzakan al-
chinbayev said. “In addition, we 
examined the personnel of one of 
the military units and delivered 
lectures to local colleagues who 
specialise in urology and androl-
ogy.”

according to scientists, today 
prostatitis is not just a disease, it 
is a social problem. according to 
international studies, benign pro-
static hyperplasia is one of the 
most common diseases among 
older men. It affects more than 50 
percent of men under the age of 
50 and almost 90 percent of men 
under 80. 

“In the results of men’s repro-
ductive health screening studies 
across 14 regions of Kazakhstan, 
signs of mild erectile dysfunction 
were discovered in 53 percent of 
cases. Men with a moderate level 
of ed constituted 28 percent of 
those studied and seven percent 
of men studied suffered from se-
vere ed,” alchinbayev said. 

The Dzhanbursynov Scientific 
urology Centre has hosted the 
action school of Men’s Health 

across Kazakhstan for many 
years and actively promotes 
opening medical centres that deal 
with the problem. as explained 
by galia Zhuasbayeva, deputy 
head of the east Kazakhstan Re-
gional Healthcare department, 
they have already prepped per-
sonnel and allocated space for the 
semey centre. 

In the past year, sCu special-
ists held similar events in shy-
mkent, ust-Kamenogorsk, Kara-
ganda and Almaty. It is difficult 
to overestimate their importance, 
because according to statistics, 
male life expectancy is 10 per-
cent lower than that of women. 
By the age of 75, cancer deaths 
among men are two times higher 

than among women, cases of cor-
onary heart disease occur at rates 
three times more often among 
men than women and diabetes is 
six times more frequent. this sit-
uation is compounded by the fact 
that men visit doctors three times 
less often than women. this is 
why the early detection of disease 
amongst men is so low.

Reforms needed 
in state Asset 
management

By nurman Abylkassymov

the steady growth of Kazakh-
stan’s economy underlines the 
need for reform of how the state 
manages public assets.  

It’s been proven that the quasi-
public sector is a key economic pil-
lar of any country’s economy and 
is one of the most important areas 
in public administration. Currently, 
the quasi-public sector consists of 
6,963 organisations, 398 of which 
are property of the national govern-
ment, 6,023 belong to municipali-
ties and 734 belong to state-owned 
national holdings and national 
companies. 

Kazakhstan’s policy of state as-
sets management is aimed at ensur-
ing transparency in the manage-
ment of state property and is being 
implemented in four main areas: 

1. Improving the efficiency of 
state property management. 

2. Restructuring state assets. 
3. Conservation and manage-

ment of strategic assets. 
4. Improving legislation regard-

ing state asset management. 
Currently, much work is being 

done to improve state property 
management and create a system 
for its planning, monitoring, evalu-
ation and control based on the Reg-
ister of state Property. 

It’s worth noting that corporate 
governance in the public sector 
has improved dramatically. some 
quasi-public sector entities such as 
KMg eP, KegOC and air astana 
are evaluated by international rat-
ing agencies and receive ratings on 
their corporate governance. 

elements of corporate manage-
ment are introduced in state-owned 
enterprises in the fields of educa-
tion and healthcare. In the future, 
it is planned to create supervisory 
boards in all state-owned enter-
prises. these measures will help 
ensure effectiveness and increase 
the transparency of the quasi-pub-
lic sector. In addition, we intend 
to introduce a system of effective 
management and internal control 
and monitoring to identify all risks 
the sector is facing in any econom-
ic situation. this will allow quasi-
public sector entities to optimally 
interact with their environment and 
effectively distribute resources, 
which in turn will increase their fi-
nancial performance.

this year, in order to optimise 
the quasi-public sector, the govern-
ment approved a list of entities to 
be transferred to the competitive 

environment. thus, 782 quasi-pub-
lic organisations will be transferred 
and 380 companies and firms will 
be reorganised or liquidated. na-
tional holdings and national com-
panies will transfer 337 assets to 
the private sector. this includes 
the samruk Kazyna national Wel-
fare Fund – 106 assets; the Bait-
erek Holding – 15; Kazagro – 32; 
Parasat – 8; Zerde – 2 and social-
entrepreneurial Corporations 
(seC) – 174. the list of objects to 
be privatised will be published on 
the web portal of the state Property 
Register at www.gosreestr.kz. 

In 2017, the number of quasi-
public sector entities will be re-
duced by 15 percent, including 
nationally owned properties – by 
28 percent; housing and public 
utilities – by 10 percent, seC – 60 
percent and national holdings and 
companies by 36 percent. 

In addition, as part of the Peo-
ple’s IPO programme, an IPO 
issuance timetable of candidate 
companies was released. shares 
of KegOC will be placed on the 
stock market in 2014; samruk-
energo will go public in 2015 and 
Kazakhstan temir Zholy and Kaz-
atomprom in 2016. 

Kazakhstan’s Civil Code identi-
fies key strategic organisations with 
socioeconomic importance to the 
country’s sustainable development 
that impact national security and 
regulates their ownership, transfer 
and liquidation. the list of these 
strategic facilities was approved by 
a governmental resolution.  

a special commission concerned 
with strategic organisations was 
created by the government. In ad-
dition, in order to improve legisla-
tion for the management of public 
assets and prevent the uncontrolled 
growth of companies with direct 
and indirect state participation, the 
government has drafted and sub-
mitted a bill to limit state participa-
tion in entrepreneurial activities to 
the Mazhilis (lower chamber of the 
Parliament). 

We will create a transparent and 
efficient system of state asset man-
agement, determine the optimum 
number of state-owned enterprises 
and organisations and stock shares 
that belong to the state. We will 
also work to reduce redundancy in 
quasi-public entities.

the author is head of the depart-
ment of state assets Management 
of the Ministry of national econ-
omy. 

organ donor, Heart Transplantation conference Held in Astana 
By dmitry lee

astana – “transplantology in 
Kazakhstan: From the Present to 
the Future,” an international scien-
tific and practical conference, was 
held aug. 8-9 at the national Re-
search Cardiac Centre (nRCsC) 
here. the topics included the fun-
damentals of transplant coordina-
tion and were dedicated to organ 
donation and transplantation.

according to the nRCsC, 163 
transplants of donor organs were 
made in Kazakhstan in 2013, with 
an additional 116 transplants of 
various organs completed to date 
this year. 

advanced transplantation tech-
niques, including technology for 
implanting artificial circulatory 
support devices with various mod-
ifications, have been successfully 
implemented at the level of world 
standards, not only in major re-
search centres in the country, but 
also in regional hospitals. a unique 
device called transmedics is used 
for transporting donor hearts. 

to facilitate the transport time, 
the Ministry of Internal affairs 
jointly with the Civil aviation 

Committee has provided sanitary 
aviation. the national Coordina-
tion Centre for organ transplanta-
tion, with representatives in all 
regions, was established. 

“the whole crew, a team of usu-

ally up to 80 people, flies over to 
the needed destination and the 
transplant coordinator manages 
the entire process,” explained 
First deputy Chairman of nRCsC 
Makhabbat Bekbossynova. “not 

only medics are involved in such 
operations, but also the [newly-re-
structured] Ministry of Internal af-
fairs and a traffic police escort. You 
know that it is very important when 
every minute, every hour counts.”

In accordance with interna-
tional practice, great importance 
is attached to arranging transplant 
service coordination. Regional 
transplant coordinators have been 
introduced in every region of Ka-
zakhstan. the coordinators are re-
sponsible for organising the further 
development of organ donation 
and transplantation, and above all, 
to detect patients with brain death 
in a timely manner and inform the 
transplant centres.

“I cannot speak for everyone, 
but I can talk about heart surgery, 
especially here in this institution, 
as it is compared to some of the 
best cardiac institutions in the 
world,” said Jan Pirk, a professor 
at the Prague Institute of Clini-
cal and experimental Medicine 
who assisted in 2012 during the 
first heart transplantation surgery 
in Kazakhstan. “A new artificial 
heart model also began here as a 
clinical trial. the new model is 
implemented only in five other 
clinics around the world and one 
of them is here.”

according to doctors, one donor 
can save seven lives. the misun-
derstanding surrounding the idea 

of organ donation and transplan-
tation in Kazakhstan has led to a 
69 percent death rate of patients 
whose lives could be saved.

“With the new heart I think I 
will continue to live and be happy. 
I will work as always, like all other 
citizens of Kazakhstan. I think I 
was cured. I am now spreading the 
idea of organ transplantation, that 
is to make people understand the 
need for transplantation,” noted 
heart recipient Khaidar Kairbekov. 

among other guest speakers 
were cardiac surgeons from Japan, 
south Korea, the Czech Republic, 
Croatia, Russia and Belarus, who 
also held master classes at the 
nRCsC and state hospital no.6. 
Conference participants were not 
only professionals in the field of 
organ and tissue transplantation 
but also representatives of various 
government agencies and nongov-
ernmental and religious organisa-
tions, as well as lawyers, psychol-
ogists and organ transplantation 
recipients. 

the Kazakh government fully 
finances the costs of high-tech or-
gan transplants and subsequent re-
habilitation of recipients. 
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‘Road to School’ Programme 
Aids Vulnerable Children

By Rufiya Ospanova

the “Road to school” campaign 
to provide support for schoolchil-
dren from low-income families 
and orphans in the Pavlodar region 
began on aug. 1 and will continue 
until sept. 30.

this year’s campaign is be-
ing conducted under the heading 
“give the good to Children” and 
is expected to provide a total of 
86.6 million tenge (us$475,668) 
assistance to more than 9,500 
school children.

Children in the region who are 
living with families that are not 
registered in the region will also 
be helped with clothing, shoes and 
school supplies, according Korlan 
Kuspekova, deputy chief of the de-
partment of education. all school 
children in the region should be at 
their desks on sept. 1.

In the north Kazakhstan region, 
more than 8,000 children from 
socially vulnerable families will 
also receive assistance through the 
“Road to school” campaign. More 

than 200,000 tenge (us$1,099) 
has been allocated so far from the 
region’s educational fund for assis-
tance to children there from low-
income families and those without 
parental care. 

Among the first students to re-
ceive aid under this year’s pro-
gramme were students from 
Kozhabergen Zhyrau High school 
no. 6. 

“We have eight children from 
large families, four without par-
ents, 13 from low-income families. 
today, we give children backpacks 
and stationery. I think it’s a huge 
help from the state for such fami-
lies. they need it,” said Zhadyra 
Kospayeva, a social worker at 
school no. 6. 

More than 50,000 children over-
all have been helped by the cam-
paign since 2007 at a cost of more 
than 208 million tenge (us$1.14 
million).each year, local akimats 
(administrations), government 
agencies, large enterprises as well 
as urban and rural businessmen 
participate in the campaign, ac-

cording to the regional department 
of education. also this year, fairs 
will be held in districts and cities 
in which businessmen will sell 
school supplies at discount prices.

“Road to school” is organised 
by the Ministry of education and 
science of Kazakhstan. Its purpose 
is to support children from low-in-
come families in their preparation 
for the new school year, to draw 
attention to the problems of fami-
lies in difficult circumstances and 
to create conditions for charitable 
activities of organisations and citi-
zens. 

the Ministry of education and 
science of Kazakhstan allows 
all citizens to help child in need 
providing various forms of assis-
tance, including school supplies 
and clothing, office equipment 
or teaching aids, furniture, toys, 
household appliances and sports 
equipment, food or books. these 
items help prepare children for 
the new school year and improve 
conditions for learning and rec-
reation.

continued from Page A1

Marina Mironchik, un devel-
opment Programme (undP) pro-
gramme assistant, gave a presenta-
tion that generated a discussion on 
the role of youth in the country’s 
development. the undP operates 
more than 30 projects in Kazakh-
stan, frequently with youth as a 
target group or partner. Projects in-
tegrating repatriated Kazakhs and 
disabled people into local econo-
mies and societies often impact Ka-
zakhstan’s youth, she said. youth 
entrepreneurship programmes 
provide training and grants to 
businesses started by young peo-
ple, and more than 10,000 young 
Kazakh citizens have come to the 
undP’s 32 entrepreneurship and 
business information centres for 
consultations. 

young participants at the con-
ference had questions about pilot 
transportation programmes and 
recycling initiatives, and were ex-
horted by undP Kazakhstan’s 
head of governance and local de-
velopment ainur Baimyrza to start 
their own projects if they didn’t see 
the un or government work ad-
dressing their concerns. 

“sometimes it takes more than 
just a government or undP pro-
ject – sometimes it takes you, per-
sonally, to change your lifestyles,” 
she said. “start changing your atti-
tudes – then, I think, a big change 
can be done in society. every pro-
ject that we do is just a small pilot 
or start up. It’s just something to 
show that it works. [t]hen we ask 
for people in Kazakhstan to pick 
it up and do it. that’s what makes 
the real success afterward,” Bai-
myrza said. 

Ji Hyun yang, communications 
specialist with the un volunteers, 
discussed the significance of volun-
teerism among youth and the un’s 

efforts to increase youth involve-
ment in their activities, including 
its Joint youth Initiative 2014, 
which is intended to increase youth 
communication with the organisa-
tion, increase their understanding 
of un activities in Kazakhstan, 
promote youth participation in the 
post-2015 development agenda, 
coordinate youth programmes in 
the country and create broader 
partnerships between the un, the 
private sector, diplomats, academ-
ics, media and others on youth is-
sues. 

One new measure is the youth 
advisory Council of 10 members 
aged 15 to 29 who are closely 
linked to local youth and profes-
sional organisations, who will 
advise Kazakhstan’s un country 
team and participate in meetings 
with them and un agency heads. 

“We’re happily surprised that 
you are here,” yang told the young 
participants. Past youth-focused 
events had not been very well at-
tended, she said. “this is one of 
the things we’re trying to increase 
– communication and youth acces-
sibility to un colleagues.”

Participation in politics and civil 
society was the theme of the clos-
ing discussion, when participants 
debated their role and interest in 
politics in response to a question 
put earlier by the un permanent 
representative. He asked what the 
gathered young people thought 
about statistics indicating weaken-
ing youth involvement in politics 
in the country.

It’s true: young people are not 
generally interested in politics, par-
ticipant Iskander Beisen answered.  
“the reason, primarily, is priority. 
It’s like our President has said … 
economics comes first, and our 
population seems to think the same 
way. a lot of youth at this moment 
prioritise their material wealth 

rather than their civic engagement 
or their contribution to the political 
development of the country.” 

diana Madibekova disagreed, 
saying young people do care about 
politics, but changing values and 
notions of what is public get in the 
way of engagement. “From year to 
year, month to month, Kazakhstan 
is becoming more technological, 
digital. We are living in a digital 
world, where everything is record-
ed – everything you say, everything 
you do. In Kazakh culture, we like 
being discreet, we don’t like be-
ing watched. But I think we need 
to face that barrier and overcome 
that challenge. We need to speak 
out.” Kazakh young people want 
new values, including democracy, 
she said. 

an education system that leaves 
politics out is the problem, said ye-
rmorat aitkhozha. Others argued 
that being stuck between media 
machines in Russia, China and the 
united states made it dauntingly 
difficult to decide what might be 
true in the torrent of information, 
and blamed a general lack of trust 
between the population and author-
ity figures for a waning of interest 
in politics by the entire population. 
Increasing transparency, increasing 
activity, increasing trust between 
individuals and doctors, teachers 
and then akims will make people 
more confident of their ability to 
have some political impact, he 
added.  

Participant asset Mukhatalin 
noted that it’s important to ana-
lyse Kazakhstan in the context of 
the world. It's the global economy 
that's pushing a business rather 
than political agenda. “I think 
we’re just in the context of a glob-
al change where politics becomes 
less important and economics and 
progress becomes more impor-
tant,” he said. 

youth debate societal 
challenges, civic engagement 
on International youth day
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Ancient ornek Added to 
Unesco world Heritage list

By Taraz Zaurekhanov

ZHaMByL RegIOn – the 
Ornek settlement has been added 
to the unesCO World Heritage 
List.

the Ornek settlement dates to 
the eighth-twelfth centuries. It is 
located 7.7 kilometres south of 
Ornek village on the banks of the 
altynsu and shybyndy rivers, in 
the sulutor gorge of the Ryskulov 
district. arab maps composed by 
Ibn Khordadbeh and Kudam give 
clear evidence that settlements 
such as Kasribas, Kulshub and 
dzhulshub were located among 
taraz, Lower Baryskhan and Ku-
lan. 

there is also an opinion on the 
identity of the city of Kasribas 
and the akyrtas settlement. In 
this case, Ornek must correspond 
to Kulshub which, as well as 
Kasribas, belonged to the Kar-
luk people and was one of the 
encampments of Karluk feudal 
lords. archaeological materials 
suggest that the camp emerged on 
the place of permanent sedentary 
settlements, which apparently 
had been formed on the territory 

of spring and autumn pastures of 
one of the nomadic tribes. Most 
likely, part of the nomadic popu-
lation grew wheat on the fenced 
fields and in turn, the reinforced 
camp served as the nucleus of the 
city.

 scientists say that international 
trade played a decisive role in the 
Ornek settlement, for its strong 
fortifications, mosques and mau-
soleum indicate that it was a de-
veloped and populous city. 

the central part of the settle-
ment is a rectangular area meas-
uring 155x160 metres and orient-
ed to the cardinal angles with the 
entrances in the form of breaks 
in the mound. the roads running 
from the entrances intersected 
at the centre of the ancient city. 
Big stone boulders separated the 
sections of land located mainly 
along the sulutor gorge. the to-
tal area of the array is about 500 
hectares. 

during the excavation of the 
central part of the settlement ar-
cheologists found a 40-x-20-me-
tre rectangular building with 
stone walls and columns oriented 
to the cardinal points. One of col-

umns, made of gray sandstone, is 
stored in the regional history mu-
seum. On its upper part are four 
relief medallions in a circle with 
stylised images of human faces. 
the diameter of the medallions 
is 31 centimetres. the remains 
of the building are most likely 
a pillar-type mosque known in 
Central asia. such temples are 
typical for early stages of Islam. 

the remains of a residential 
house with stone walls and a 
street, traced on the area of 1.1 
kilometres, were discovered op-
posite the mosque. the excava-
tions showed part of the street 
was used for canals that supplied 
drinking water to the popula-
tion of Ornek. also among the 
findings were irrigated and non-
irrigated dishware and crock-
ery, including loop-handle pots, 
pitchers, jars, mugs, glazed cups, 
disk-trays and plates. 

the study of such monuments 
as the Ornek settlement allows us 
to trace one of the most important 
processes of history – the settling 
of nomads and the appearance of 
their urban centres.

expedition Uncovers secrets about Ancient Kangyui
By lyubov dobrota

sHyMKent – the expedition 
of the Kazakhstan Central state 
Museum, led for two months on 
the Kultobe site by Professor 
alexander Podushkin, doctor 
of Historical sciences, collected 
rich material about the ancient 
state of Kangyui (Kantszyuy) re-
cently. 

the archaeologists worked on 
the scientific programme “Ar-
chaeological and written records 
of the Kangyui state” that existed 
from the second century B.C. to 
the fourth century a.d. within the 
boundaries of the arys and mid-
dle syr darya rivers between the 
Karatau and Karzhantau moun-
tains. 

the history of this state is 
still considered the most enig-
matic and little-known. even the 
slightest archaeological infor-
mation is very valuable, because 
it allows researchers to gather 
information about those who 
lived there in ancient times and 
shed light on the early stages of 
ethno-genesis of the Kazakhs as 
a nation. 

Podushkin is inclined to be-
lieve that the centre of the Kangy-
ui state was in the arys area. 
Moreover, the scientist feels the 
Karaspantobe settlement, located 
in close proximity to the ancient 
settlement and burial site of Kul-
tobe, is the city of Bityan, which 
is mentioned in the Chinese writ-
ten sources as the capital of the 
Kangyui state. 

the Kultobe mound was dis-

covered and initially explored in 
1964 by the archaeological team 
of the shymkent Pedagogical 
Institute under the direction of 
nikolai Podushkin. since 1991, 
his son has led excavations on the 
eastern group of mounds. 

the settlement is located a kil-
ometre from the village of sary-
aryk in the Ordabasy district. 
Here the archaeologists found 
more than 100 mounds. each sea-
son brings dozens of archaeologi-
cal artifacts – catacomb burials, 
pottery and a variety of jewelry 
and household items, which the 
scientists and historians can use 
to reconstruct the burial rites and 
lifestyle of our ancestors. any 
finding, regardless of whether it 
is a ceramic jar or a precious ruby 

set in gold, is equally important 
for scientists.  

this time, researchers also 
collected rich material about the 
life of the ancient state. For two 
months they excavated three bur-
ial constructions, two of which 
were collective tombs. all of 
them were catacomb-type family 
vaults traditional for this area. 

It is a complex structure, which 
includes an underground cham-
ber, a small hole and a corridor 
(dromos) where the burial pro-
cedure took place. all three un-
covered catacombs demonstrated 
a certain level of social develop-
ment. Historians were interested 
in the fact that one of the collec-
tive burials was at a depth of five 
metres. Its size, the method and 

depth of burial and more diverse 
set of artifacts indicated high so-
cial status of the deceased; the 
deeper catacombs and more pow-
erful the mound over the grave, 
the higher their social status. the 
burial chambers fully preserved 
all the ceremonial paraphernalia 
and a few hundred artifacts, in 
particular beads, inlaid bracelets, 
knives, a fibula in the form of a 
crossbow, a lot of ceramics, a 
mirror, a bronze bell, gold jewel-
ry and many other things related 
to the life of the people of that 
time. 

“We have a very interest-
ing cross-section, which shows 
the stage of development of the 
Kangyui society,” Podushkin 
commented on the results of the 
expedition. “For example, we are 
sure that it was multiethnic. 

the single female burial clear-
ly leads us to the sarmatians of 
the northern Black sea region. 
they used such bronze mirrors, 
inflicting ritual damage on them 
after the death of the owner. the 
sarmatians used gold to decorate 
clothing, wearing bracelets on 
their arms and legs. this means 

that the area of living space of 
the sarmatians at that time had 
already expanded to the current 
southern regions of Kazakhstan.” 

In two collective graves, the ar-
cheologists also found remains of 
representatives of a settled popu-
lation, which means that nomads 
and farmers lived and got along 
with each other. 

after description and study, all 
artifacts will be passed to the Ka-
zakhstan Central state Museum, 
which already has a special fund 
for Podushkin’s most significant 
findings.

Kazakh cultural Tourism Has 
Untapped Potential

By Token moldakynov 

during a speech at an expanded 
government meeting, President 
nursultan nazarbayev said that 
most economic growth in Kazakh-
stan stems from the service sector. 
Its share of gdP has reached 53 
percent. 

“Countries that persistently take 
measures to improve the competi-
tiveness of their service sectors in-
crease productivity. We still don’t 
pay enough attention to our service 
sector,” he said. “For example, each 
job created in tourism creates ad-
ditional jobs in utilities, food and 
transport.”  

Cultural and historical tourism 
has a lot of untapped growth poten-
tial here in Kazakhstan. there are 
more than a dozen historical and 
cultural sites in our region that were 
completely restored. We are now 
ready for tourists thanks to the Cul-
tural Heritage state Programme. 

now, we should pay special atten-
tion to the three supporting pillars 
behind the tourism industry – food, 
accommodation and our roads. 

For example, akyrtas, one of our 
nation’s unique monuments, is lo-
cated only 45 kilometres from the 
city of taraz and only 8 kilometres 
from the road. If we build a good 
road, the number of tourists, both 
domestic and foreign will increase 
markedly. also, it is necessary to 
bring water, telecommunications 
and electricity to other facilities. 
then, entrepreneurs will willingly 
build hotels, catering facilities and 
open souvenir shops. Making sou-
venirs is a great way to create jobs 
and demonstrate our nation’s herit-
age to the world. 

Our region is very rich and in 
addition to historical tourism, we 
can develop mountaineering and 
organise hunting in the desert (in 
the 1990s, arab sheiks came to 
Kazakhstan for these purposes.) 

But in order to preserve nature and 
prevent poaching, we need a strong 
legal framework. 

everyone has heard of our cultur-
al history sector, which includes the 
mausoleums of aisha Bibi, Babaji 
Khatun and Karakhan. the biggest 
oriental bath-house in Kazakhstan, 
Kali yunus Hammam is in the cen-
tre of the city of taraz. these tourist 
sites were created jointly by patrons 
of our organisation and local au-
thorities. there are also roads, tel-
ecommunications and retail outlets 
in the region.  

We launched an initiative in taraz 
to revive patronage. Last year, ac-
cording to philanthropists, facilities 
at the mausoleum of aisha-Bibi 
worth $1.2 million were built. now 
more than 10 people work there. 

The author is director of the 
monuments of Ancient Taraz 
Historical and cultural Reserve 
museum.

continued from Page B1

the expedition participants col-
lected materials about the history, ge-
ography, etnography, and linguistics 
of Kashgaria and learned the routes 
of ualikhanov, Marco Polo, nikolay 
Przhevalsky, Karl Mannerheim, 
gunnar Jarring and yuri Rerikh. 

according to director of the 
Kazakh Institute of geography 
akhmetkala Medeu, the expedition 
gave the opportunity to inquire about 
changes that took place in population 
composition, natural conditions and 
lifestyle throughout the centuries. 

“the expedition to Kashgaria is a 
very interesting project. We have to 
learn the territory of our neighbours 
in order to understand them better,” 
explained Medeu. 

the head of the expedition 
smailzhan Iminov said that despite 
the fact that Ualikhanov finished his 
expedition more that 150 years ago, 
this region still remains unknown 
and less explored and a lot of secrets 
have to be exposed. 

“Kashgaria was always a mysteri-
ous land. a lot of researchers of that 
time wanted to discover it. ualikh-
anov spent five months there and de-

spite the fact he wrote a book about 
his journey, a lot of facts remain to be 
unveiled. We will visit the cities that 
were poorly decribed,” said Iminov.

Candidate of geographical scienc-
es Kadyr Musa said that he collected 
a lot of useful data about landscape 
changes. 

“this is a unique route. We passed 
through ridges, intermontane val-
leys and gorges. the landscape 
has changed dramatically, I should 
say. some of the rivers dried out 
or changed their streamway,” said 
Musa. 

Biologist and regional ethnogra-
pher of the eurasian national uni-
versity Zhashayir Karagoizhin noted 
that plants described by ualikhanov 
can still be found. However, the cli-
mate has changed in some parts of 
the region, so we can assume that 
ualikhanov saw another kind of 
nature concerning flora and fauna. 
new types of plants have emerged. 
For instance, expeditionists noticed 
dog roses in the Kyzyl yar canyon, 
which are not typical for the region.  

“I think it was a successful trip. I 
could only imagine how challeng-
ing it was for ualikhanov to com-
plete the expedition. It was snowing 

heavily when we were climbing up 
the mountains and as we know, the 
ualikhanov expedition took place 
in the fall and the return trip was or-
ganised in March. Moreover, he was 
only 22 years old. despite the young 
age he created a great treatise which 
is highly valued in the history of ori-
entalism,” explained Iminov. 

the expedition also had a tourism 
purpose. Researchers noted that Cen-
tral asia has a lot of interesting plac-
es for discoverers. Collected materi-
als will be used in the project called 
Central asian golden Ring, which is 
aimed to unite touristic opportunities 
of the Central asian states together 
with China. 

ualikhanov, who decided to par-
ticipate in the expedition in 1858, 
passed the route as part of the mer-
chant’s caravan. He traveled in a 
mask as a merchant named alim-
bay. after 11 months, he came back 
to verny (now almaty) and wrote a 
report, “about altynshar condition 
or about six oriental cities of the 
Chineese province nan Loo (1858-
1859)”. the treatise was highly ap-
preciated by Russian orientalists and 
soon after was republished in eng-
lish. 

national Geographic silk Road 
exhibition Returns to Kazakhstan

Professor Alexander Podushkin
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dauletova wins 
Bronze medal at 
world chess 
olympiad

By Azat Abyroi

the Kazakh Women’s Chess 
team achieved great success at 
the recent 41st World Chess Ol-
ympiad held in the norwegian 
city of tromsø.

International Master and Ka-
zakhstan resident gulmira daule-
tova became the bronze medallist 
of the players who played at the 
fifth, back-up board. With eight 
undefeated parties, she scored 
seven points. Only Rout Padmini 
of India and Chu guo of China 
scored more than dauletova. In 
the composite rating of all par-
ticipants, dauletova placed sixth. 
Her win rate was 87.5 percent. 

another Kazakh player, 
17-year-old dinara saduakass-
ova continued here unbeaten 
streak, gaining 2,488 rating points 
against the strongest rivals from 
other countries. 

Player grossmeister saduakass-
ova entered the list of the top five 
players who competed on the sec-
ond board. In 11 meetings, she 
scored 8.5 points without losing 
a single game. In this category, 
she lost only to valentina gugnin 
from Russia, Bela Khotenashvili 
of georgia, venyun yu of China 
and sarasadat Hademalsharih of 
Iran. 

In the most successful World 
Olympiad for Kazakhstan chess 
players, the team finished in sixth 
place. the team included daule-
tova and saduakassova as well as 
guliskhan nahbaeva, Zhansaya 
abdumalik and Madina davlet-
bayeva.

More than 2,000 players from 
177 men’s and 136 women’s 
teams from around the world par-
ticipated in the 41th World Chess 
Olympiad.

continued from Page B1

eighteen-year-old azizbek 
torakulov took third place in the 
800-metre distance on the second 
day, while 19-year-old Bakhyt 
Bekbai took bronze in the javelin 
throw.

Kazakhstan’s physically-chal-
lenged athletes are traditionally 
strong in swimming, and this com-
petition was no exception. dmitry 
Li, 18, won gold in the 100-me-
tre freestyle event, the 200-me-
tre medley and the 100-metre 
breaststroke and took silver in the 
50-metre freestyle.

“I have been practicing swim-
ming since I was six years old, but 
I did it to improve my health. I only 
started to practice it professionally 
when I turned 11,” Li said. “My 
first competitions in Almaty gave 
an impetus to my further develop-
ment. now, I cannot imagine what 
I would do instead of swimming. 
swimming is my passion. I like to 
follow the results of my rivals and 
to compare my current results with 
past ones.” 

“In my opinion, these Junior 
games were successful for our 

team. a year has passed since 
the previous asian Junior games 
[and] our junior team has become 
stronger and more experienced, 
and thus our swimmers demon-
strated good results. We proved 
that we are ready to compete with 
the strongest athletes at the asian 
Para games [in Incheon in 2014]” 
he underlined. 

vladislav Ligai, 16, won gold 
in the 400-metre freestyle and the 
50-metre and 100-metre back-
stroke. In the 50- and 100-metre 
freestyle, he won silver.

sergey Kinakh, 22, took home 
gold for the 50-metre butterfly and 
the 50-metre freestyle and took sec-
ond in the 100-metre and 400-metre 
freestyle, the 100-metre butterfly 
and the 200-metre medley.

anastassiya Ogneva, 17, took 
the third place in the 50-metre 
backstroke; Leonella Burdina, 
19, won the bronze medal in the 
50-metre butterfly. Beksultan 
Zhanibektarkhan, 16, took bronze 
in the 50-metre backstroke and 
50-metre freestyle events. 

yegor Bolinger, 20, a powerlift-
er from the Pavlodar region, won 
the silver medal in the under-88 

kilogramme event. He also set 
three world junior records.

Eldana Baduova, 14, took first 

place in table tennis, while her 
partner from the team, shynar 
Kenzhebayeva, 18, won bronze. 

Kazakhstan’s junior para-team 
was supported by the national 
Paralympic Committee of Kazakh-

stan, the samruk Kazyna national 
Welfare Fund and regional sports 
clubs.

Boxer Golovkin nominated for Best 
Boxer 2014, could face marco Rubio next 

By dmitry lee 

World middleweight World 
Boxing association (WBa super) 
and International Boxing Organi-
sation (IBO) champion gennady 
golovkin of Kazakhstan has joined 
the list of contenders for the title of 
best boxer for 2014, according to 
Bleacherreport.com.

The site included the first seven 
contenders with golovkin current-
ly listed fourth. In 2014, the Ka-
zakh had two bouts, which he won 
by technical knockout. On Feb. 
1, he stopped ghanaian Osumanu 
adam and on July 27 he defended 
his title in a fight against Austral-
ian daniel geale. 

according to Bleacherreport.
com, golovkin could be named 
boxer of the year if he wins fights 
against either Miguel Cotto or an-
dre Ward. 

However, Golovkin’s next fight 
is scheduled for Oct. 18, and al-
though nothing has been finilised, 

there is a name and it’s neither 
Cotto nor Ward but the Mexi-
can Marco antonio Rubio. the 
34-year-old Mexican tweeted ear-
lier “since [Miguel Cotto] didn’t 
want to fight me, we’re fighting 
[golovkin]https://twitter.com/
gggboxing Oct. 18. I never back-
down from anyone. the battle is 
coming!” 

Rubio will be a challenge for 
golovkin as he is known for taking 
good punches, what the Kazakh is 
feared for. However, golovkin’s 
camp has not confirmed the deal 
yet, only announcing that the next 
fight will be in Los angeles on 
Oct. 18. Rubio is an experienced 
veteran fighter, but has had suc-
cess only against mid-level fight-
ers. He has challenged champions 
only twice and failed both times 
golovkin is favoured in the match-
up, having won 30 bouts with no 
defeats in his career.

earlier, 40-year-old austral-
ian Sam Soliman refused to fight 
golovkin, although just under two 
months ago he claimed he would. 
Soliman opted to fight American 
Jermain taylor on Oct. 4 and try to 
defend the title he just stripped off 
german Felix stu 

Kazakhstan’s Junior Para-Athletes win 29 medals at 
IwAs Games

east Kazakhstan children’s Bike Race 
Honors History of domestic cycling

By svetlana Abenova

schoolchild of Kazakhstan 
2014, the 45th international multi-
day bicycle race that started aug. 
4 in the east Kazakhstan region, 
was dedicated to the 100th anni-
versary of domestic cycling and 
supported by the national news-
paper, Kazakhstanskaya Pravda. 

For eight days, 120 young bi-
cycle racers, including athletes 
from uzbekistan, overcame var-
ious distances on the mountain 
slopes. shortly before the start 
of the marathon, the astana Pro 
team won the tour de France, 
which affected the mood of the 
competitors who were contend-
ing for the 15th time in a row. 

“the east Kazakhstan slopes 
presented a variety of profiles, so 
they are ideal for the bike races. 
and every year the stages of the 
competition become more com-
plex,” said alexander antyshev, 
permanent director of cycling for 
schoolchild of Kazakhstan.

at various times, Olympic 
champion alexander vinokourov 
and such famous athletes as an-
drei Kivilev, andrey Kashechkin, 
Marat satybaldiyev, sergei na-
volokin, nikolay Markov, Igor 
Potenko and others participated 
in the small bicycle academy. 
the executive director of the na-

tional Cycling Federation dmitry 
Muraviyev, who was recently ap-
pointed to the position, climbed 
the pedestal three times to honor 
the most famous and prestigious 
cycling in the world. 

Muraviyev is from ust-Kame-
nogorsk, and according to him, 
he was happy to come to his 
hometown where he started his 
sports career. the main purpose 
of the famous cyclist’s arrival 
was not only participation in the 
closing ceremony of the race. 

“the credit, of course, goes to 
the regional akimat (administra-
tion) and, of course, the head of 
the region Berdybek saparbayev 

who does a lot for the promo-
tion of sports in the east of the 
country. In particular, it was he 
who initiated the cycling tour 
d’Oskemen scheduled for mid-
september of this year. We expect 
a lot from these events and hope 
they strengthen the image of our 
country in the eyes of the world 
community,” Muraviyev said. 

sergey garkushenko, the rep-
resentative of the national sci-
entific and practical centre of 
physical education of the Kazakh 
Ministry of education and sci-
ence, noted that the annual com-
petitions of young riders have 
been held under the auspices of 

the centre of physical education 
since 2002. according to him, 
the current cycling race is differ-
ent in that there was not a single 
complain by the participants. 

sergey Bredikhin, nation-
al judge and ussR Master of 
sports, is sure that the commem-
orative cycling will be decisive 
for many of its participants. and, 
of course, the future world cham-
pions are among its winners. 

Winner of the second stage 
of the race vadim Pronsky took 
the leader’s yellow jersey with 
him. the student from the asta-
na 2 team repeatedly got on the 
podium, as his results were the 
best in all seven stages of the 
marathon. He also got the special 
prize schoolchild of Kazakhstan 
2014 established by Kazakhstan-
skaya Pravda. the champion of 
the sixth stage eugeny gidich 
from the akmola region won 
the mountain racer nomination. 
Maxim satlikov, of astana, won 
the active racer nomination. 

astana 1 team won the team 
competition, the capital’s team 
astana 2 took second place and 
cyclists from the almaty region 
were in third. the team from the 
north Kazakhstan region was in 
fourth place and the team of stu-
dents from Uzbekistan finished 
fifth.

IBo champion Gennady ‘GGG’ Golovkin of Kazakhstan joined the list of con-
tenders for the title of best boxer for 2014.

schoolchild of Kazakhstan 2014, the 45th international multi-day bicycle race.



Wednesday, august 20, 2014

The Astana opera children’s studio accepts applications until Aug. 30.

NATIoN&CAPITAL
B8

capiTal

Astana exhibition depicts 
Horrors of Hiroshima and 
nagasaki

By Rufiya Ospanova

astana – the “Memories of 
Hiroshima and nagasaki” exhibi-
tion, which depicts the devastation 
of those atomic bombings and is 
dedicated to 23rd anniversary of 
the closure of the semipalatinsk 
nuclear test site in eastern Kazakh-
stan, opened here on aug. 6. 

“It is a great honour for us to hold 
the exhibition in Kazakhstan, be-
cause the residents of your country 
are familiar with the tragedy that 
was experienced by Japan. during 
the soviet times, the nuclear test site 
was operating in the country. It is the 
common fate of our peoples. this 
must never be forgotten,” said Masa-
nobu Chita, director of the nagasaki 
national Peace Memorial Complex, 
which organised the exhibition at 
the Palace of Independence with the 
support of the Ministry of Foreign 
affairs of Kazakhstan, the Kazakh-
stan-Japan Centre for Human Re-
sources development and the astana 
akimat (city administration). 

“aug. 6, 1945 entered into hu-
man history as a day of tragedy 
for the Japanese people, affected 
by the atomic bombings of Hiro-
shima and [later] nagasaki,” said 
Barlybai sadykov, ambassador-
at-Large of the Ministry of For-
eign affairs of Kazakhstan, in his 
welcoming speech. “For nearly 70 
years, this day has been marked as 
a day of remembrance and mourn-
ing. For the people of Kazakhstan, 
who experienced tragedy of nucle-
ar testing, the pain and suffering 

of the people of Japan are deeply 
understood. at the semipalatinsk 
test site during the 40 years of its 
existence, from 1949 to 1989, over 
450 nuclear explosions took place, 
affecting over a million people.” 

sadykov also spoke about the 
atOM Project, an international ed-
ucation campaign launched by Ka-
zakhstan to galvanise global public 
opinion about the need to rid the 
world of nuclear weapons testing 
and, ultimately, the nuclear weap-
ons. under this project, which tells 
the stories of nuclear weapons test-
ing survivors, every person, who is 
against nuclear tests, can sign the 
online petition to the governments 
of the world calling for abolishing 
nuclear tests forever. 

the nagasaki Peace Memorial 
Complex has held expositions an-
nually since 2005 around the world 
to inform the public about the dan-
gers of nuclear weapons and the 
need to maintain peace in the world. 

“I witnessed the tragedy in the 
dormitory. We tried to escape with 
my group-mates. I am the only one 
who is still alive today. Others died 
of the consequences of the nuclear 
catastrophe,” said souhei tsuiki, 
eyewitness of the bombing in na-
gasaki, during the launch ceremo-
ny for the exhibition. 

tsuiki was 18 years old when 
the atomic bombing in nagasaki 
occurred. He was sleeping in the 
dormitory of nagasaki Pedagogi-
cal College, which was located 
18 kilometres from the epicentre. 
students of the college were mo-

bilised for work in the Mitsubishi 
military plant in akasako. 

the exhibition includes large 
photographs depicting the tragedy 
of the bombings and their conse-
quences, eyewitness statements, 
documentaries about the bomb-
ings, survivors’ diaries and paper 
cranes popular in nagasaki and 
Hiroshima as a symbol of a prayer 
for peace.visitors can also leave 
messages, which will be deliv-
ered to nagasaki for storage in the 
Peace Memorial Complex. 

Kazakhstan is the tenth country 
where the “Memories of Hiroshima 
and nagasaki” exhibition has been 
held. the united states was the 
first and, according to Tsuiki, many 
americans cried and asked for for-
giveness when they heard his story. 

the exhibition will remain open 
to the public in astana until aug. 
25 before it travels to semey, 
where it will be displayed until 
sept. 3 in semey’s historical mu-
seum. the exhibition will then be 
displayed in almaty from sept. 10 
until the end of the month. 

the nagasaki Peace Memorial 
Complex is a national Institute 
of Japan dedicated to the victims 
of the atomic bombing of naga-
saki, which took place on aug. 9, 
1945. the memorial complex was 
built as a place of remembrance 
and prayer for those who died in 
the explosion of the atomic bomb. 
Photographs, memories and per-
sonal items related to the bombing 
are stored there.

eight schools will be 
opened by year’s end

By Alina Usmanova

astana – For the new school 
year, four new schools will open 

in astana,” Kassymkhan sen-
gaziyev, deputy head of the de-
partment of education told Ka-
zinform news agency. 

“all four schools are located 
on the left bank: two are in the 
yessil district, two in the al-
maty district. this will remove 
the overcrowding of schools and 
three-shift training. In this case, 
there are no emergency schools 
in astana,” sengaziyev said. 

He also said that this year 
about 7,000 children from low-
income families will receive 
support from sponsors in prepar-
ing for school. In the past year, 
6,803 children received such aid, 
mostly first grade schoolchil-
dren. 

sengazyev, during the aug. 4 
briefing on the 7th annual nation-
al campaign, “Road to school,” 
also reported that by the end of 
the year, eight new schools will 
be opened. 

“By the end of the year, we 
plan to open eight schools over-
all [including four by sept. 1]. 
We had planned to open a total 
of  nine schools, but one school 
is already open now,” he said. 

according to him, the facility 
which is scheduled to open on 
sept. 1 is 100 percent ready. Oth-
ers are nearing completion. each 
school will be able to accommo-
date 1,200 students. “schools are 
for 1,200 people. this is more 
than 8,000 seats only, when we 
need 23,000,” he concluded.

this year, according to pre-
liminary data of the city’s de-
partment of education, 13,000 
children will go to school. 

Astana opera searches 
for young Talent

By Alina Usmanova

the astana Opera recently an-
nounced it will accept applications 
from aug. 1 to aug. 30 for enroll-
ment in its children’s studio.

some applicants will then per-
form for judges on sept. 6-7. Chil-
dren ages 7 to 16 years old are eli-

gible for inclusion in the choir and 
orchestra and children from 8 to 10 
years old are eligible for the bal-
let studio. Once accepted, the cost 
for training will be 10,000 tenge 
(us$55) per month for one child 
and half price for a second child 
from the same family. the training 

will continue until July 31, 2015. 
anyone wishing to take part in 

the competition is requested to 
complete an application, which 
can be found on the website www.
astanaopera.kz. On sept. 2, the 
list of participants admitted to 
compete for children’s choir, chil-
dren’s orchestra and children’s 
ballet will be available on the 
theatre’s website in the “about the 
theatre,”“Children’s studio” sec-
tion. 

the studio began its work in 
november 2013. during the last 
season, about 150 people ranging 
in age from 5 to 16 years studied 
opera, ballet and instrumental en-
semble.

the children have the oppor-
tunity to not only work, but per-
form in astana Opera productions. 
Professional children’s groups of 
the studio perform musical sto-
ries, participate in concerts, opera 
and ballet performances. young 
performers have repeatedly per-
formed at the Chamber Hall of 
the astana Opera independently 
and with well-known Kazakh cul-
tural figures in productions such as 
Puccini’s “La Boheme,” “tosca,” 
Minkus ballet “don Quixote.”

Pictures of the “memories of Hiroshima and nagasaki” exhibition depict the devastation of those atomic bombings carried 
out by the United states against Japan in 1945. 


